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SALLOWS. 


In  the  railway  cutting  near  Croydon 
several  sallow-bushes  are  now  in  full 
bloom : these  particular  bushes  are 

generally  the  advance-guard  of  the 
rest  of  their  tribe,  but  no  doubt  in  the 
course  of  next  week  the  sallows  will 
begin  to  come  pretty  generally  into 
bloom.  Now  therefore  is  the  time  to 
be  up  and  doing;  those  who  have  only 
commenced  Entomology  during  last 
summer  have  not  yet  had  “a  go”  at 
the  sallows ; yet  at  the  sallows  several 
species  may  be  obtained  which  they 
will  have  small  chance  of  meeting 
with  elsewhere. 

It  is  always  advisable  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  catching  species  whilst 
they  are  to  be  met  with  ; this  is  far 
preferable  to  letting  the  spring-insects 
escape  us  at  the  time,  and  then,  months 
afterwards,  endeavouring  to  obtain  by 
exchange  such  common  species  as  might 
readily  have  been  captured  by  any  in- 
dustrious collector. 

Among  the  less  common  insects  now 
to  be  sought  at  sallows  we  may  men- 
tion Tceniocampa  leucographa,  T.  Opima, 
T.  Populeti  and  T.  miniosa,  and  those 
who  have  not  yet  their  full  series  of 


these  insects  should  now  he  on  the 
alert. 

Our  junior  readers  will  probably  be 
glad  to  enrich  their  collections  with 
such  species  as  T.  gothiea,  T.  instabilis, 
T.  stabilis  and  T.  cruda,  and  will  look 
upon  T.  rubricosa,  T.  gracilis  and  T. 
munda  as  great  prizes.  There  is  a 
pleasure  in  taking  these  insects  for  the 
first  time  which  we  older  entomologists 
look  back  upon  with  a sort  of  regretful 
feeling ; with  us  it  is  a pleasure  long 
since  past,  and  even  if  we  were  to 
meet  with  an  actual  novelty  to-morrow 
it  would  not  yield  us  the  same  amount 
of  pleasure  that  our  first  capture  of 
Instabilis  afforded.  The  mild  spring 
evening, — the  blooming  sallows  illumi- 
nated by  the  aid  of  our  lantern, — the 
DepressaricE  flitting  hither  and  thither, 
the  Tceniocampce  and  Cerastes  settled 
on  the  sallow-blossoms  with  their  spiral 
tongues  actively  at  work,  and  the  eyes 
glowing  like  live  coals ; Cidaria  Miata 
and  Selenia  illunaria  also  sipping  at 
the  luscious  nectar,  with  their  wings 
erect,  and  ready  to  take  flight  at  the 
slightest  alarm,  whilst  a tattered  hy- 
bernated  Calocampa  Exoleta,  with  its 
crumpled  wings,  crawls  leisurely  up  a 
branch, — all  these  things,  as  we  think 
of  them,  call  to  our  recollection  many 
a pleasant  evening  which  we  have 
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spent  at  the  sallows;  and  many  of  our 
readers  will  probably  enjoy  these  plea- 
sures during  the  next  fortnight  for  the 
first  time.  What  a thing  it  is  to  be 
young! 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham^near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  wheu 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  Address. — Having  left 
New  Cross,  my  address  is  now — Henry 
R.  Cox,  10,  Thurlow  Park  Road,  Dul- 
wich, S. 

Change  of  Address. — Havinsr  left 
Brighton  Terrace,  my  address  is  now — 
William  Machin,  16,  Holford  Street, 
Globe  Fields,  Mile  End,  N.E. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


.loHN  Wu.'io^,  ILall(;arth  St.,  Durham. 
— The  ‘ Intelligencer’  cannot  be  for- 
warded to  reach  Durham  on  any  par- 
ticular day  : it  is  posted  every  Thursday 
afternoon,  and  the  Post-oflicc  autliorities 
will  deliver  it  when  convenient.  We 


venture  to  hope  other  correspondents  who 
wish  to  receive  it  on  “ Sunday  morning 
at  breakfast  time,”  on  Monday,  Thursday, 
Friday  or  Saturday,  wilt  take  this  as  a 
general  reply.  Mr.  Wilton’s  statement 
that  his  friend  “ never  receives  it  until  a 
week  after  it  is  published”  is  indicative 
of  a chronic  infirmity  both  of  body  and 
mind  in  the  Durham  letter-carrier. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Callimorpha  Jacobcem. — I had  a speci- 
men of  this  insect  brought  me  on  the 
21st  instant,  which  had  just  been  taken 
by  a non-entomologist  in  his  garden. 
The  specimen  is  in  very  good  condition, 
and  seemingly  only  just  emerged. — R.  G. 
Keeley,  11,  Sydney  Terrace,  Marlboro' 
Road,  Chelsea,  S.  W. ; March  27. 

Cyrnatophora  Flavicomis.  — Fifteen 
specimens  of  this  insect  have  been  cap- 
tured within  the  last  few  days  in  a fir 
plantation,  in  which  there  are  birch  trees. 
A north-west  wind  was  blowing  at  the 
time.  — J.  Norton,  Storthes  Hall,  near 
Huddersfield;  March  2^. 

Nyssia  Hispidaria. — On  the  1 8th  inst., 
after  four  hours  very  diligent  search,  I 
succeeded  in  capturing  near  here  five 
males  and  two  females  of  this  species. 
One  of  the  males  is  beautifully  bordered 
with  white  on  all  the  wings,  and  is  a 
very  large  specimen,  much  larger  than 
any  of  the  others.  I have  been  several 
times  since  in  search,  but  not  the  ghost  of 
an  Hispidaria  to  be  seen ; I suppose  it 
is  on  account  of  the  stormy  weather. — 
.James  Batty,  13.3,  South  Street,  Park, 
Sheffield ; March  25. 

Nyssia  Hispidaria. — During  the  past 
month  we  have,  amongst  us,  captured 
ten  specimens  of  this  insect  (male  and 
female).  We  hope  to  take  more,  as  it 
appears  by  no  means  over. — J.  B.  Black- 
burn, 'I'.  Blackburn,  S.  Leigh,  Altrinc- 
ham, Cheshire;  March  30. 
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Boletobia  Fuliginaria. — In  the  ‘ M a- 
nual’  it  is  stated,  and  I think  generally 
believed,  that  this  species  has  only  nc- 
curred  in  England  in  two  or  three  places 
in  the  metropolis.  There  is,  however, 
another  locality  for  this  rarity,  and  I 
have  for  several  years  been  in  possession 
of  a perfect  specimen  that  was  taken 
there,  and  most  kindly  presented  to  me 
by  the  fortunate  captor,  Mr.  John  Red- 
grave, of  this  city,  who  was  formerly  a 
very  persevering  entomologist ; he  caught 
it  at  Croome,  in  Worcestershire,  near  the 
seat  of  the  Earl  of  Coventry.  Two  other 
individuals,  who  were  witnesses  of  the 
capture,  have  signed  a memorandum  cor- 
roborative of  the  fact. — A.  Edmonds,  The 
Tything,  Worcester ; March  26. 

List  of  Insects  captured  and  bred  in 
1859. — Of  those  with  an  * I have  du- 
plicates. 

(Continued  from  Vol.  VII.  p.  205.) 

’'^Epione  Apiciaria.  Took  nine  at  Ham- 
mersmith and  one  in  Kent  in  August. 
*Venilia  Maculata.  Common  at  West 
Wickham  in  May  and  June. 

■^Selenia  Illunaria.  Took  two  at  Ham- 
mersmith in  February,  and  a female  at 
Hanwell  in  March  ; the  latter  laid  about 
thirty  eggs,  which  went  through  their 
transformations  and  appeared  in  the  per- 
fect state  in  June  ; from  these  I got  eggs, 
which  were  perfected  in  September;  a 
third  brood  came  out  in  February  last. 

S.  Illustraria.  Bred  thirteen  in  July. 

Crocallis  Elinguaria.  Bred  two  from 
laiTiE  found  on  oak. 

Eunomos  Angularia.  Took  four  males 
in  my  garden,  and  one  female  in  Kent; 
from  the  latter  I have  a small  batch  of 
eggs. 

Phigalia  Pilosaria.  Took  two  males 
and  one  female  at  Richmond  in  March. 

Nyssia  Hispidaria.  Took  one  at  Rich- 
mond on  the  9th  of  March. 

■'‘Bistou  Hirtaria.  Took  about  sixty  in 
my  own  garden  in  March  and  April.  In 
1858  1 threw  out  several  batches  of  eggs; 
late  in  the  summer  many  larvae  must 


have  perished  for  lack  of  food,  as  they 
stripped  many  of  the  elm  trees  of  leaves. 

Hemerophila  Abruptaria.  Took  two 
and  bred  two.  This  is  generally  a com- 
mon insect  in  this  neighbourhood,  but 
last  year  was  scarce. 

■*Boarmia  Rhomboidaria.  Common 
about  Bayswater. 

Tephrosia  Consonaria.  Took  thirty- 
eight  in  Kent  iu  May. 

T.  Crepuscularia.  Took  six,  do.  do. 

T.  Extersaria.  Took  one  at  West 
Wickham  and  one  in  Kent  in  May. 

T.  Punctulata.  Took  several,  do.  do. 

lodis  Lactearia.  Took  five  in  Kent  in 
May. 

Ephyra  Porata.  Took  seven  at  West 
Wickham  in  May  and  Juue,  and  thirty- 
eight  in  Kent  in  August.  ^ 

E.  Punctaria.  Took  twelve  at  West 
Wickham  in  May  and  June. 

E.  Omicronaria.  Took  fifteen  in  Kent 
in  May,  June  and  July. 

E.  Pendularia.  Took  eight  at  West 
Wickham  and  in  Kent  in  May  and 
June. 

Asthena  Luteata.  Took  one  in  Kent 
in  June. 

*A.  Candidata.  Took  about  fifty  at 
West  Wickham  and  in  Kent  in  May  and 
July. 

Eupisteria  Heparata.  Took  two  at 
West  Wickham  in  May. 

Acidalia  Scutularia.  Took  several  at 
Hammersmith  in  July  and  August. 

A.  Bisetata.  Do.,  do. 

A.  Incanata.  Took  two  near  Brighton 
iu  September. 

A.  Inornata.  Took  one  in  Kent  in 
May. 

A.  Emarginala.  Took  six  in  Kent' in 
July. 

^Bradyepetes  Amataria.  Took  several 
at  Hammersmith  in  June,  July  and 
August. 

Cabera  Pusaria.  Took  twenty-three  in 
Kent  in  June  and  July. 

C.  Exanthemaria.  Common  at  Ham- 
mersmith from  May  to  September. 
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Corycia  Punctata.  Took  five  in  Kent 
in  May  and  June. 

C.  Taininata.  Do.,  do. 

Macaria  Notata.  Took  four  at  West 
Wickham  in  June,  and  one  in  Kent  in 
August. 

Halia  Wavaria.  Common  about  Bays- 
water. 

♦Strenia  Clathrata.  Abundant  in  Kent 
in  May  and  June,  and  at  Brighton  late 
in  August. 

Numeria  Pulveraria.  Took  two  in 
Kent  in  June. 

Fidonia  Piniaria.  Common,  flying 
round  the  fir  trees  at  Shirley  in  June. 

Minoa  Euphorbiata.  Took  one  at 
West  Wickham  in  June. 

Scoria  Dealbata.  Took  twenty-two  in 
Kent  in  May  and  June. 

*Aspilates  Strigillaria.  Took  fifteen  at 
Fulmer;  common  in  June. 

Lomaspilis  Marginala.  Took  several 
in  Kent  in  June,  July  and  August. 
♦Hybernia  llupicapraria.  Took  fifty- 
three  at  Hammersmith  in  February  and 
March. 

*H.  Leucophearia.  Took  a long  series, 
some  good  varieties,  at  Richmond,  in 
February  and  March. 

H.  Aurantiaria.  Bred  one  male  and 
one  female  iu  October. 

*H.  Progemmaria.  Common  at  Ham- 
mersmith in  February  and  Marcl). 

H.  Defoliaria.  Dug  more  than  fifty 
pupa)  at  Richmond ; bred  one  female 
only. 

♦Anisopteryx  iEscularia.  Took  thirty- 
two  at  Richmond  in  February  and 
March. 

Cheimatobia  Boreata.  Bred  about 
thhty  from  larva)  found  on  birch  at  West 
Wickham. 

♦Larentia  Multistrigaria.  Took  twenty- 
eight  at  Richmond  iu  March  and  Ajiril. 

L.  Miariti.  Took  one  near  Brighton 
in  Sej)tcuiber. 

Eupilhecia  Linariata.  Took  one  iu 
Kent  iu  .) uue. 

E.  Ccutaurcata.  Took  five,  do.  do. 


E.  Castigata.  Took  three  at  W est 
Wickham  in  J une. 

E.  Pusillata.  Took  one,  do.  do. 

E.  Innotata.  Took  a female  at  ivy 
near  Brighton  in  September,  which  laid 
nine  eggs.  The  Rev.  H.  Harpur  Crewe 
writes  me,  “They  (the  larva))  would  not 
touch  fir,  and  I lost  four.  By  way  of  ex- 
periment I gave  the  remaining  five  the 
flowers  of  Laurustinus,  which  they  at 
once  ate  freely ; they  are  now  (Nov.  30) 
nearly  full  fed,  and  turn  out  to  be  In- 
notata” 

E.  Indigata.  Took  two  at  Dartford  in 
April. 

E.  Nanata.  Took  fifteen  at  Shir- 
ley in  May  and  June.  Bred  one  iu 
August. 

E.  Subnotata.  Took  four  at  Hammer- 
smith in  July  and  August. 

E.  Vulgata.  Took  several  at  West 
Wickham  and  in  Kent  iu  June. 

E.  Expallidata.  Took  two  in  Kent  in 
August. 

E.  Minutata.  Took  four  at  West 
Wickham  iu  June. 

E.  Abbreviata.  Took  four  at  Dartford 
in  April. 

E.  Exiguata.  Took  three  at  West 
Wickham  in  May. 

E.  Pumilata.  Took  eight  at  Dartford 
in  April. 

E.  Coronata.  Took  one  at  Dartford 
and  one  at  West  Wickham  iu  May. 

E.  Rectungulata.  Took  four  at  West 
Wickham  in  June. 

Lobophora  Virelaia.  Took  one  at  Croy- 
don in  May. 

L.  Lobulata.  Took  two  at  Tilgatc  iu 
April. 

Thera  Variala.  Took  five  at  Wickham 
in  June. 

Melauthia  Ocellata.  Took  three  iu 
Kent  iu  J une. 

Mclanippe  Proccllata.  Took  one,  do. 

iM.  Uivata.  Took  three  iu  Kent  iu 
May  and  June. 

Coreuiia  Propuguata.  Took  one  iu 
Kent  iu  August. 
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C.  Ferrugaria.  Took  several  in  May, 
J une  and  July. 

*C.  Unideniaria.  Do.  do.;  one  in  cop. 
with  Ferrugaria  in  May. 

Camptogiainma  Geinmaria.  One  male 
near  Brighton  in  September. 

Phibalapteryx  Lignata.  Two  at  Ham- 
raersmitli  in  August. 

Cidaria  Pieata.  Took  one  in  Kent  in 
July. 

C.  Corylata.  Took  live,  do.,  in  May 
and  June. 

C.  Silaceata.  Took  one  at  Wickham 
in  May. 

C.  Testata.  Bred  several.  Common 
at  Hammersmith  and  Wickham  in 
August. 

Pelurga  Comitata.  Took  five  at  Ham- 
mersmith in  August. 

*Anailis  Plagiata.  Common  in  Kent 
from  end  of  May  to  end  of  August. 

^Hypena  Rostralis.  Took  a long  series, 
very  varied,  in  Kent  in  August. 

Hypenodes  Costtestrigalis.  Took  two 
in  Kent,  at  sugar,  in  August.  Saw 
several,  but  thought  them  worn  Tortrices. 

Rivula  Sericealis.  Took  one  at  Rich- 
mond in  October;  three  in  Kent  in 
July. 

Herminia  Barbalis.  Took  twenty-six 
at  Wickham  in  May  and  June. 

Pyralis  Costalis.  Took  a few  at  sugar 
at  Hammersmith  in  August. 

Herbula  Cespitalis.  Took  ten  in  Kent 
in  J une. 

Ennychia  Cingulalis.  Took  four  in 
Kent  in  May. 

E.  Octomaculalis.  Took  four  at  Wick- 
ham in  May. 

Endotricha  Flammealis.  Took  thirty- 
eight  at  Walton  in  July. 

Paraponyx  Stratiotalis.  Took  a few 
at  Hammersmith  from  June  to  Sep- 
tember. 

Botys  Paudalis.  Took  three  in  Kent 
in  June. 

Ebulea  Crocealis.  Took  about  thirty 
in  Kent  in  June. 

Piouea  Forficalis.  Bred  a few.  The 


larva  spins  up  in  a tough  cocoon  in  the 
autumn,  but  does  not  change  to  the 
pupa  state  till  the  spring. 

Spilodes  Sticticalis.  Took  one  at 
Brighton  in  August. 

S.  Ciuctalis.  Took  three  in  Kent  in 
July. 

Scopula  Ferrugalis.  Took  several  in 
Kent  in  August  and  September. 

Nola  Cucullatella.  Took  three  in  Hyde 
Park  in  July. 

N.  Cristulalis.  Took  seven  in  Kent 
in  May  and  June. 

N.  Albulalis.  Took  three  in  Kent  in 
July,  and  noticed  in  the  ‘Intelligencer,’' 
vol.  vi.  p.  188,  under  the  name  of  Cen~ 
tonalis. 

*Chilo  Phragmitellus.  Took  several  at 
Hammersmith  in  June,  July  and  August. 

Earias  Chlorana.  Bred  about  thirty, 
and  took  several  at  sugar  at  Hammer- 
smith in  May  and  June,  and  in  August. 

Ypsolophus  Marginellus.  Bred  about 
forty  from  larvae  found  on  juniper  at 
Fulmer. 

Pterophorus  Trigonodactylus.  Took 
three  in  Kent. 

P.  Acaiithodactylus.  Took  one,  do, 

P.  Bipunctidactylus.  Took  three,  do. 

P.  Lithodactylus.  Took  twelve  in  Kent 
in  July. 

P.  Galaclodactylus.  Bred  thirty-four 
from  larva  found  in  Kent  in  May  and 
June. 

P.  Pentadactylus.  Bred  several  from 
larvae  found  at  Hammersmith,  feeding  on 
dock. 

Alucita  Polydactyla.  Took  three  at 
Dartford  in  April. — Db.  Allchin, 7, Pm- 
bridge  Villas,  Bayswaler ; March  26. 

Hemipteba. 

Capture  of  Acanthosoma  picla,  Newm. 
—Mr.  Stain  ton  and  I made  a vigorous 
attempt  to  find  the  cases  of  Coleophora 
lixella  on  the  bare  sides  of  Box  Hill  the 
other  afternoon.  He  went  to  show  me 
the  blotch  made  by  the  larva  in  the  grass 
leaves,  and  I went  to  show  him  the  larva 
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at  work.  Neither  of  us  gratified  the 
other,  and  so  we  couldn’t  make  a case  of 
it.  Vegetation  seems  much  behind  pre- 
vious years ; the  grass  as  yet  looks  very 
small,  and  the  whole  place  indeed  wears 
a sickly  look.  To  the  eye  of  a stranger 
the  junipers,  in  their  rigid  shapes,  must 
have  a very  odd  appearance;  at  least 
they  had  so  to  me,  and  I couldn’t  get  my 
mind  disentangled  from  the  notion  that 
I had  been  dropped  down  in  Egypt  some- 
where, and  tliese  said  junipers  were  the 
up-and-be-doiug  Arabs  on  the  out-look. 
Then  there  is  a winding  path,  newly 
made,  up  the  gulley,  very  much  after  the 
style  of  what  one  is  accustomed  to  see  in 
a picture,  or  in  a theatre,  when  the  “ lords 
(and  ladies)  of  the  creation”  begin  with 
a series  of  dolls  and  very  distant  music, 
growing  larger  and  louder  as  they  cross 
from  side  to  side,  until  at  last  they  do 
take  the  shape  of  something  human, — or 
of  a very  much  magnified  mine  of  a 
Neplicida, — and  at  last  we  concluded 
that  it  resembled  a great  scar  on  the  face 
of  Nature.  This  settled,  and  no  Lixella, 
1 bethought  me  of  the  junipers  and  the 
bugs.  My  friend  Douglas  had  told  me 
it  was  possible  to  meet  with  Picta  here, 
although  he  had  never  taken  it;  so  to 
work  I went,  and,  with  Mr.  Stainton’s 
help,  in  a very  little  time  I had  taken 
thirty-one  examples.  It  is  a great  beauty, 
and  I have  no  doubt  of  its  being  so  com- 
mon at  Box  Hill  that  two  or  three  speci- 
mens may  be  shaken  from  each  bush. 
Perfume,  the  quiiitescence  of  cucumbers. 

But  when  you  come  to  love  them  well, 

And  smell  them  1 

There  is  also  another  and  apparently 
scarcer  species  attached  to  the  juniper — 
Penlaloma  Juniperina.  This  we  did  not 
meet  with  ; probably  it  does  not  appear 
until  later  on  in  the  season.  Can  any 
one  say  what  Picta  gets  to  feed  on  at 
present,  or  why  it  adheres  to  the  juniper. 
Ill  conclusion,  I beg  to  say  how  very 
much  obliged  I shall  be  for  specimens  of 


all  kinds  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
with  particulars  as  to  appearance,  whether 
common,  &c.  They  w ill  be  divided  with 
my  other  assistants ; and  any  one  wishing 
to  have  his  captures  named,  or  who  in- 
tends working  out  the  Hemiptera,  will 
be  willingly  assisted  by  us  all. — John 
Scott,  13,  Torringlon  Villas,  Lee,  S.E.; 
March  30. 

Co  LEO  PIER  A. 

Bag-collecting. — Having  often  read 
instructions  for  the  examination  of  moss 
and  shakings  during  the  winter  months, 
I made  my  first  attempt  the  other  day, 
filling  a small  bag  with  dirt  and  bits  of 
reed,  &c.,  shaken  from  coarse  tufts  of 
grass  at  Hammersmith  Marshes.  The 
large  number  of  specimens  to  be  obtained 
and  the  ease  with  which  minute  investi- 
gation can  be  pursued  at  home  render 
this  method  of  collecting  very  satisfactory ; 
and  although  I expect  my  introduction 
to  bag-collecting  was  made  under  favour- 
able circumstances  (owing  to  the  insects 
being  gradually  driven  by  heavy  rain  to 
lake  shelter  at  the  roots  of  grass  on  a 
bank  entirely  surrounded  by  water),  yet 
no  doubt  something  is  always  to  be  found 
in  this  way.  My  “ sw'eepings,”  though 
not  more  than  a quart  in  ali,  aftbrded 
work  for  three  mornings,  at  about  two 
hours  each  time,  and  even  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  were  hardly  exhausted  ; 
the  greatest  drawback  appears  to  be  the 
introduction  of  wandering  spiders  and  in- 
quisitive Onisci  to  the  domestic  hearth  ; 
these,  with  the  common  Tachypori  (solu- 
tus  and  hypnorum)  are  not  to  be  con- 
fined, and  seem  to  get  all  over  the  room. 
Even  comparatively  large  species,  such  as 
Stcnoloplius  vespertinus,  cofispntus,  Ancho- 
memts  piceus,  Phytonomns  pollux  and 
others,  are  to  be  found  in  this  manner;  it 
is  astonishing  in  how  small  a place  they 
can  conceal  themselves:  after  my  second 
investigation  1 found  Anchumenus  nuvstus 
— surely  large  enough  to  attract  notice 
(and  contemptuous  dismissal)  at  first. 
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Here  also  I may  notice  the  excessive 
vitality  of  the  hybernating  females  of 
Coleoptera  in  general,  and  the  Rhyncho- 
phora  in  particular.  Some  Errirhinus 
scirpi  and  P.  pollux  appeared  rather  to 
like  hydrocyanic  acid  (Scheele’s  strength) 
than  otherwise,  and  even  boiling  water  is 
hardly  enough  to  kill  them  ; possibly 
their  nervous  energy  is  concentrated  into 
one  part  during  hybernation,  or  the  fact 
of  their  having  an  express  duty  to  per- 
form in  laying  ova  and  perpetuating  their 
species  may  endow  them  with  additional 
vitality.  The  following  are  names  of 
the  species  I found  on  carefully  ex- 
amining the  dirt  and  grass-roots  brought 
home : — 

Steuus  bimaculatus, 

...  pallipes, 

...  bupthalmus, 

Homalola  circellaris, 

...  incana, 

...  nigella, 

...  debilis, 

...  elongatula, 

...  graminicola, 

...  analis, 
fungi, 

...  longicornis, 

...  pygmsea, 

Aleochara  nitida, 

Trogophlseus  elongatulus, 

...  corticinus, 

Falagria  obscura, 

Conurus  pubescens, 

Myllaena  intermedia, 

Gyrophsena  lucidula, 

Oligota^tomaria, 

Ocyusa  maura, 

Hypocyptus  longicornis, 

Tachyporus  brunneus, 

Lathrobium  elongatum, 

...  quadratum, 

...  filiforme, 

...  longulum, 

Philonthus  micans  (so  called  because 
it  is  dull-coloured,  I suppose), 

Oxytelus  depressus, 

Bryaxis  sanguinea, 


Atomaria  fumata  (not  in  Waterli.  Cat.), 
...  rnesomelas, 

...  atricapilla, 

Corticaria  fuscata, 

Ptenidium ? 

Macrocnema  afBnis  (exoleta), 
Tanysphyrus  lemnse, 

Dromius  melanocephalus, 

Bembidium  fumigatum, 

...  assimile, 

and  several  other  of  the  ordinary  marsh 
species.  I have  lately  taken  there  Stomis 
pumicatus  (for  the  first  time  in  that  lo- 
cality), Cassida  equestris  and  Bolitohius 
analis. — E.  C.  Rye,  284,  King's  Road, 
Chelsea,  N.  IT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Endromis  Versicolor. — A week  ago  a 
fine  male  E.  Versicolor  appeared  in  my 
breeding-cage,  which  I allowed  to  re- 
main, hoping  to  supply  a mate.  Yester- 
day a female  emerged,  whose  wings  were 
scarcely  expanded  ere  union  took  place; 
the  lady  is  now  depositing  her  eggs.  I 
had  fortunately  pushed  forward  some 
birches  in  pots,  which  are  nicely  ready 
for  the  young  larvte  when  they  appear. — 
George  Gascoyne,  Newark ; March  30. 

Aleucis  Pictaria  bred. — On  the  21st  of 
this  month  I had  a fine  male  out  in  my 
breeding-cage,  which  has  been  in  my 
garden  all  the  winter.  I believe  it  has 
been  stated  that  some  difficulty  is  ex- 
perienced in  feeding  up  the  larvae,  unless 
the  food  is  obtained  from  Dariford  Heath  ; 
it  was  quite  the  reverse  with  the  few  I 
had,  which  fed  freely  on  sloe,  got  close 
by  here. — F.  0.  Standish,  2,  Alfred  Cot- 
tages, Warner  Road,  Camberwell,  S, ; 
March,  1860. 

Coleophora  Saturatella  bred.  — Last 
year  I bred  a fine  series  of  this  beautiful 
species  from  cases  found  on  Cytisus 
scoparius  about  June.  The  Coleophora 
on  the  heather  is  now  beginning  to  make 
its  appearance. — Inio. 
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LABELLING  INSECTS. 


2'o  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — My  plan  has  been,  simply  fol- 
lowing the  model  of  the  London  Cata- 
logue of  British  Plants,  to  take  Double- 
day’s, or  Stainton’s  (already  numbered) 
List,  and  number  the  Lepidoptera  right 
away  from  beginning  to  end  (from  I to 
1700),  and  then  put,  to  each  insect 
whose  name  I knew,  the  corresponding 
numeral. 

I cannot  but  fear  that  endless  confu- 
sion must  arise  from  the  three-fold 
scheme  of  Mr.  Wallace,  especially  since 
genera  are,  at  present,  so  much  a matter 
of  fancy,  and  so  closely  related. 

Mr.  Stephens’s  method  of  numbering 
(as  recommended  by  Mr.  Stainton)  seems, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  to  ofler  every 
advantage  for  the  registering  of  insects 
for  future  reference;  as  I hope  mine  is 
best  and  most  simple  for  armngement  in 
a cabinet. 

Mr.  Brown’s  suggestion  of  substituting 
a B or  C for  the  2000  or  3000  seems  to 
me  most  excellent;  and  Mr.  Tyrer'has 
well  shown  the  unnecessary  trouble  of 
numbering  your  specimens  according  to 
their  order  in  the  cabinet  (Intel,  vii.  172, 
173). 

T was  not  aware,  previous  to  reading 
Mr.  Wallace’s  letter,  that  it  is  the  prac- 
tice of  botanists  to  number  their  speci- 
mens, according  to  his  plan,  although  in 
books  numerals  are  sometimes  employed 
to  show  the  sequence  of  genera  or  species : 
even  this  practice  is  far  from  universal 
with  us,  and  we  should  only  laugh  at 
any  botanist  who  tried  to  label  his  spe- 
cies in  that  fashion.  In  one  of  the  most 
recent  and  best  French  Floras  the  species 
are  numbered  right  away  from  end  to 
end:  in  most  others  no  numerals  are 
used  at  all  for  the  species. 

A Botanist. 


British  Hemiptera. — I am  glad  to 
find  that  this  interesting  order  of  insects 
has  found  at  last  some  one  to  undertake 
its  history,  and  T should  be  glad  to 
render  any  assistance  in  my  power  by  the 
loan  of  specimens,  of  which  I have  a good 
number,  having  collected  a few  every 
year  for  some  time  past,  and  I should 
have  paid  more  attention  to  them  but  for 
the  difficulty  of  getting  them  named. — 
H.  J.  Harding,  1,  York  Street,  Church 
Street,  Shoreditch. 


Price  3s.  6d., 

HE  WORLD  OF  INSECTS  : 
A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
J.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 
ri^HE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
1 PANION.  By  H.T.  Stainton. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Athenamm. 

London:  Van  V^oorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


The  Butterfly  Number  of  ‘Young 
England.’ 

Now  ready, 

A Complete  NATURAL  HISTORY 
of  BRITISH  BUTTERFLIES. 
By  Edward  Newman,  F.L.S.,  Z.S.,  late 
President  of  the  Entomological  Society. 

There  is  a life-size  figure  of  every  spe- 
cies, drawn  and  engraved  by  the  first 
Artists,  regardless  of  expense ; and  a full 
description  of  each  in  the  various  states 
of  Caterpillar,  Chrysalis  and  Butterfly. 

Price  Sevenpence,  post  free,  to  be  pre- 
paid in  Stamps. 

Edward  Newman,  9,  Devonshire  Street, 
London,  N.E. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edwaud  Nkwman, 
Printer , of  No.lt,  Devonshire  Street,  Rishops- 
gate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middiesex, — Saturday,  April  7,  iStlO. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 

This  is  the  age  of  testimonials!  If 
any  man  has  been  publicly  censured 
or  convicted  before  a magistrate,  his 
friends,  by  way  of  compensation  for 
the  annoyance  he  has  experienced,  are 
sure  to  get  up  a testimonial.  If  a 
man  has  been  unfortunate  in  his  specu- 
lations, and  from  neglect  of  ordinary 
rules  of  business,  has  ruined  himself 
and  mulcted  his  creditors,  then  he  is 
pretty  safe  to  have  presented  to  him, 
in  due  time,  a testimonial. 

We  can  imagine  the  curious  feelings 
which  must  pervade  the  mind  of  an 
innocent  individual,  on  his  learning 
that  some  busy-body  is  getting  up  a 
testimonial  to  him.  “ Why ! what  harm 
have  I done  ?”  is  the  first  and  most 
natural  exclamation,  and  he  ransacks 
his  conduct  for  years  past  to  endeavour, 
on  a microscopic  investigation,  to  dis- 
cover what  cause  of  ofiFence  he  can 
possibly  have  given  to  the  originator 
of  the  dreaded  testimonial. 

When  a man  is  dead  there  is  less 
harm  in  getting  a portrait  or  bust  of 
him  executed,  in  order  to  remind  his 
friends  of  their  loss ; but  no  man  likes 


[Price 

to  have  such  an  indignity  offered  to 
him  in  his  life-time.  Nine  times  out 
of  ten  it  is  a miserable  caricature,  and 
satirical  people  are  sure  to  say  that,  in 
the  vanity  of  his  heart,  the  object  re- 
presented suggested  the  idea  himself. 

This  is  the  age  of  testimonials!  No 
doubt  many  persons  make  a living  by 
getting  them  up;  in  this  civilized  age 
the  various  modes  of  earning  a living 
seem  really  endless  — why  should  we 
not  have  “getters-up  of  testimonials?” 
There  is  a considerable  amount  of 
labour  involved ; friends  have  to  be 
written  to  for  “a  few  postage-stamps,” 
circulars  have  to  be  printed,  paid  col- 
lectors have  to  be  employed  in  the 
most  populous  districts,  and  when  at 
last  £100  is  scraped  together  it  is 
found  that  £40  is  required  to  meet 
all  the  costs  of  collection. 

We  have  been  led  into  these  ob- 
servations by  a recent  attempt  to  get 
up  a testimonial  to  an  old  friend  of 
ours.  The  proposition,  we  believe,  is 
extremely  distasteful  to  himself  and  to 
all  his  real  friends,  and  we  trust  in- 
different persons  will  not  be  induced 
to  lend  their  countenance  to  a step 
which,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  con- 
trary, may  be  the  suggestion  of  some 
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malicious  opponent,  who  wants  to  an- 
noy, gall  and  irritate  a living  natu- 
ralist. 

Some  no  doubt  have  been  led  into 
this  movement  from  want  of  giving  it 
due  thought,  and  therefore  we  do  not 
look  upon  all  whose  names  have  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
position as  equally  to  blame.  We  trust 
the  subject  will  now  be  allowed  to  die 
a natural  death,  or  we  shall  be  forced 
to  recur  again  to  the  subject. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  fk  Co.  51  iSc  52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holbom;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W, Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &o.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  fkc.  High  Street. 


At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Brydcn, 

Bookseller,  See.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  Acc. 

Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  See.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 
At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan, Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 
At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewi  sham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 
a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 
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CAPTURES. 


LePIDOI’TEKA. 

Grapta  C-album. — Yesterday  I saw  a 
specimen  of  this  insect,  which  had  just 
been  captured  in  this  town.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  the  species  has  occurred 
in  this  neighbourhood,  to  my  know- 
ledge. The  genial  sun  had  no  doubt 
just  aroused  it  from  its  winter  quarters. 
— M,  S,  Blaker,  Lewes ; April  7. 

CoLEOPTERA. 

Winter  Captures. — My  winter  cam- 
paign has  ended  tolerably  successfully, 
considering  the  amount  of  bad  weather 
that  has  driven  me,  during  my  spare 
time,  to  in-door  work.  The  soil  here 
being  a damp  heavy  clay  has  made  moss 
and  the  bark  of  trees  my  only  resource. 
In  the  Geodephaga  my  researches  are 
fruitless  in  winter,  though  it  is  astonishing 
with  what  alacrity  the  little  Bembidice 
and  Amarce  come  forth  on  a sunny  day, 
such  as  the  4th  was.  On  that  day  Bem- 
bidium  A-guttatum  and  lampros,  with 
Amara  irivialis  and  tibialis  appeared 
abundantly  on  every  sunny  bank.  The 
following  is  a list  of  the  principal  of  my 
captures,  omitting  most  of  the  Brache- 
Igtra,  as  I am  not  aufait  in  that  family. 
The  asterisk  prefixed  signifies  that  I have 
found  the  species  in  such  situations  during 
the  whole  winter. 

Jan.  10.  *Dromius  4-notatu3.  Under 
moss. 

Stenus  biguttatus.  Uo. 

* ...  tarsalis.  Do. 

Olibrus  corticalis.  Do. 

Erirhinus  vorax.  Do. 
*Apion  Pomonte.  Do. 

12.  Dermestes  murinus.  Do. 

Ocypus  morio.  Do. 

Cacicula  pectoralis.  Do. 

Rhynchites  ininutus.  Do. 
Feb.  10.  Salpingus  plauiroslris.  Bark 
and  moss. 


Feb.  10.  *Crioceris  cyanella.  Do. 

Chrysomela  litura.  Do. 

*Bruchus  Pisi.  Do. 

March  14.  Silpha  atrata.  Moss. 

Phaedon  marginella.  Do. 

Erirhinus  vorax.  Do. 

28.  Rhyncolus  cylindrirostris.  In 
rotten  w'ood. 

...  truncorum.  Do. 

Mecinus  ater.  Do. 

April  1.  Meloe  violaceus.  On  sunny 
banks. 

...  proscarabasus.  Do. 

Bembidium  4-guttatum.  Do. 
...  articulatum.  Do. 

Amara  trivialis.  Do. 

...  tibialis.  Do. 

4.  Phajdon  Betulae?  Moss. 

Phytonomus  polygoni.  Do. 

Corticaria  pubescens.  Do. 

Heterocerus  obsoletus.  Do. 

Catops  truncatus.  Do. 

Hypera ? Do. 

Haltica  flexuosa.  Do. 

...  nemorum.  Do. 

...  nitidula.  Do. 

Deinetrias  atricapilla.  Net- 
tles. 

The  4th  of  April  was  a most  beautiful 
day.  The  insects  I captured  this  day 
were  mostly  sunning  themselves  on  the 
mossy  trunks  of  the  trees.  C.  pubescens 
was  very  active,  running  all  over  the 
stems.  The  air  was  full  of  Helophorus 
granularis  and  small  Brachelylra.  My 
first  specimen  of  Loricera  pilicornis  cap- 
tured here  was  taken  this  day  flying. 
The  Aphodii  were  swarming,  contami- 
natus,  erralicus  and  mendarius  taking  the 
lead.  I also  saw  many  specimens  of 
Vanessa  Polychloros  and  some  of  V.  To 
in  every  sunny  place.  A few  more  such 
days  will  enliven  all  the  insect  popula- 
tion, and  the  summer  campaign  will 
begin  in  earnest. — R.  Tyree,  jun., 
House,  Eye;  April. 

Capture  of  Lycoperdina  Bovistre  in 
Puff-balls.  — I have  much  pleasure  in 
announcing  the  capture  of  this  beetle  iu 
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some  numbers.  From  what  I can  learn 
it  seems  difficult  to  meet  with,  and  in  the 
hope  that  this  hint  will  drive  workers 
into  the  field  I send  this  for  publication. 
Perhaps  somebody  may  be  fortunate  to 
meet  with — in  the  puff-balls — Dorcatoma 
Bovistce  and  Cryplophagus  Lycoperdi. — 
John  Scott,  13,  Torrington  Villas,  Lee, 
S.E.;  Aprils. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Domhylius  major.  — I wish  some  of 
your  readers  who  have  the  opportunity 
would  watch  this  interesting  fly,  which  is 
now  on  the  wing,  and,  if  possible,  ascer- 
tain upon  what  species  of  bees  it  is  para- 
sitic in  this  country,  and  so  endeavour  to 
carry  M.  Leon  Dufour’s  discoveries  a 
little  further.  It  is  certainly  “ passing 
strange”  that  Mr.  Smith’s  twenty  years 
spent  amongst  these  insects  should  never 
have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  con- 
nection of  this  Dipteron  with  the  subjects 
of  his  study,  and  about  which  the  latest 
item  of  British  information  is  “ Larva 
supposed  to  feed  on  the  roots  of  plants ! ” 
As  B.  medius  is  also  a spring  insect,  and 
abundant  in  the  South,  it  would  be  well 
that  its  habits  should  also  be  studied. 
In  1831  I was  much  puzzled  to  imagine 
why  B.  minor,  a summer  insect,  should 
pass  its  time  flying  in  the  face  of  a dry 
“scaur”  full  of  the  holes  of  the  bees, 
rather  than  amongst  the  flowers  which 
were  all  around  the  spot,  but  M.  Dufour’s 
discovery  affords  the  solution,  though, 
never  having  met  with  the  insect  since, 
I have  had  no  opportunity  for  further  in- 
vestigation.— G.  Wailes. 


EXCHANGE. 

Butlcrjlics  from  the  Isle  of  Wight. — 
Having  formed  a Natural  History  class 


among  the  children  of  my  school,  and 
wishing,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  dis- 
tribute among  them  a few  little  works  on 
Entomology,  I shall  be  happy  to  obtain 
for  any  gentleman,  during  the  present 
season,  well-set  and  perfect  specimens 
of  the  following  butterflies,  at  the  prices 
affixed,  the  entire  proceeds  of  which 
will  be  devoted  to  the  above-mentioned 
object. 

C.  Edusa  . . 

L.  Sibylla  . . 

M.  Cinxia  . . 

P.  Argiolus 

G.  Rhamni 
A.  Galathea  . 

H.  Semele  . . 

C.  Cardui  . . 

V.  Polychloros 
A.  Paphia  . . 

A.  Euphrosyne 
T.  Quercus 
A.  Cardamines 
L.  ^geria  . . 

L.  Megffiia 
H.  Ilyperanthus 
V.  Atalanta 

lo  . . . 

P.  Agestis  . . 

Adonis  . . 

T.  Tages  . . 

P.  Linea  . . 

Sylvanns  . 

Gentlemen  will  please  send  their  appli- 
cations during  the  present  month,  and 
they  will  be  informed  by  letter  when  the 
insects  are  ready. — W.  Jordan,  Nettle- 
stone,  near  Hyde,  Isle  of  Wight. 


ENTOMOLOGY  IN  AMERICA. 

Notice  of  Ur.  Brackenridoe  Cle- 
mens’ ‘ CONTIUUUTIONS  TO  AMERICAN 
LEPlDOPTEROLOay.’ 

In  the  ‘Proceedings  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia  ’ 


4d.  per  pair. 
3d,  per  pair. 

>9 

99 

99 

99 

2d.  per  pair. 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 
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there  have  recently  appeared  three  papers 
from  Dr.  Clemens,  containing  descrip- 
tions of  a number  of  species  of  North 
American  Tineina. 

In  these  papers  several  new  genera 
are  characterized. 

The  following  species  are  treated  of  in 
these  papers;  — 

Tinea  biflavimaculella 
...  dorsistrigella 
...  crocicapitella 
...  lanariella 
...  Carnariella 
...  nuhilipennella 
...  variatella 
Xylesthia  pruniramiella 
Amydria  effrenatella 
Anaphora  plumifrontella 
...  Popeanella 

....  arcanella 

Lithocolletis  lucidicostella 
...  Robiniella 

...  Desinodiella 

...  teriferella 

...  basistrigella 

...  argentifimbriella 
...  obscuricostella 

...  Ostrytefoliella 

...  lucetiella 

...  obstrictella 

...  Carysefoliella 

...  aceriella 

...  guttifinitella 

...  Crattegella 

...  hamadryadella 

...  argentinotella 

Tischeria  solidagonifoliella 
•••  Zelleriella 

...  citrinipennella 
Phyllocuistis  vitigenella  • 

Leucanthiza  amphicarpeaefoliella 
Coleophora  coruscipennella 
...  laticornella 

...  Ceenosipennella 

...  infuscatella 

...  cretaticostella 

Incurvaria  russatella 

Acerifoliella 


Plutella  vigilaciella 
...  limbipennella 
...  mollipedella 
Gracilaria  superbifrontella 
...  fulgidella 

...  venustella 

...  strigifinilella 

...  violacella 

Argyreslhia  oreasella 
Ornix  trepidella 
...  festinella 
...  Cratcegifoliella 
Hyponomeuta  multipunctella 
Bedellia  ? Staintoniella 
Cosmiotes  illectella 
...  maculoscella 

...  madarella 

Cosmopleryx?  geramifeiella 
Eudarcia  simulatricella 
Autispila  Nyssaefoliella 
...  Cornifoliella 

Aspidisca  splendoriferella 
Diachorisia  velatella 
Bucculatrix  ? coronatella. 

From  the  above  list  of  species,  our 
readers  will  see  that  a very  good  com- 
mencement has  been  made  in  exploring 
the  transatlantic  Tineina. 

Sixty-four  species,  divided  amongst 
twenty-three  genera,  eight  of  which  are 
new. 

Naturally  we  have  not  space  in  our 
columns  to  treat  of  these  papers  as  fully 
as  they  deserve,  but  we  hope  to  recur  to 
the  subject  shortly,  and  to  give  some 
instructive  extracts  from  them. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


A Sketch  of  the  Natural  History  of 
Brighton  and  its  Vicinity.  By  Mrs. 
Meebifield.  Price  2s. 6d.  Brighton: 
W.  Pearce.  1860. 

This  is  another  of  that  class  of  books, 
now  rapidly  increasing,  by  which  the 
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resident  in  a town  can  be  instructed  in 
the  natural  products  of  its  tuore  rural 
localities.  Inland  towns  are  more  scan- 
tily supplied  with  variety  of  life.  Birds, 
insects  and  flowers,  and  the  ordinary 
stock  of  a local  fauna  and  flora  is  ex- 
hausted; but  with  a town  situated  like 
Brighton,  on  the  coast,  the  case  is  very 
different,  and  all  the  varied  objects  of  the 
sea-shore  come  to  swell  the  list  of  the 
natural  productions  of  Brighton  and  its 
vicinity. 

Many  would  be  disposed  to  think  that 
in  a gay  watering-place  like  Brighton 
man  himself  (or  rather  woman)  would  be 
an  object  of  interesting  study,  but  no 
chapter  is  devoted  in  the  volume  before 
us  to  the  “ Habits  and  Economy  of  Card- 
playing  Dowagers,”  nor  do  we  find  allu- 
sion to  the  tendency  of , but  we 

digress. 

The  Sea-weeds,  Zoophytes,  Crustacea, 
Mollusca  and  Fishes  occupy  nearly  the 
first  half  of  the  volume.  Then  we  have 
the  Botany  of  the  South  Downs  and 
the  coast  plants.  This  is  followed  by 
a chapter  on  insects ; then  come  the  Mol- 
lusca of  the  land  and  fresh-water,  and, 
as  a natural  sequence  to  the  latter,  we 
Lave  the  fresh-water  fishes.  The  birds 
and  terrestrial  Mammalia  bring  up  the 
rear. 

In  the  Appendix  are  given  some  com- 
plete lists  of  the  various  groups  of  the 
Flora  and  Fauna. 

A map  of  the  country  round  Brighton 
is  prefixed  to  the  volume,  which  thus 
becomes  a very  serviceable  companion  to 
the  naturalist  visiting  Brighton. 

The  lists  of  Brighton  insects  have 
been  prepared  by  several  of  the  first 
entomologists  of  the  neighbourhood.  Of 
the  Macro-Lcpidoptera  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  the  vicinity  of  Brighton  pro- 
duces fully  two-thirds  of  the  total  number 


indigenous  to  Britain ; so  that  probably 
it  is  about  the  richest  locality  we  have. 


AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  LEPI- 
DOPTEKA. 


jTo  the  Editor  of  the  ' Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — It  is  scarcely  probable  that  an 
entomological  acrobat,  walking  upon 
high  stilts,  may  be  profited  by  anything 
that  a poor  cripple,  hobbling  upon 
crutches,  and  even  with  these  hardly 
able  to  pick  his  way  in  the  insect  world, 
can  do,  or  say,  or  write. 

Nevertheless,  I will  endeavour  to 
“shoulder  my  crutch,”  if  not  for  the 
benefit  of  “ Excelsior,”  at  least  for  that 
of  the  million,  and  if  not  exactly  quali- 
fied to  show  “how  fields  are  won,”  I 
may  possibly  be  able  to  demonstrate  how 
much  valuable  time,  which  some  assert 
to  be  “ money,”  may  be  won  by  the  aid 
of  what  I will  venture  to  style  an  ento- 
mological “ Who’s  Who,”  which  seems 
so  much  needed  amongst  beginners. 

Suppose,  sir,  some  Tyro  (myself,  for 
instance)  to  have  had  some  slight  suc- 
cess at  sugar,  and  to  have  eaptured,  to 
our  “ untutored  mind,”  an  unknown 
Noctua,  and  to  have  extorted  with  some 
difficulty  from  brother  Snarl,  who  had 
been  unfortunately  wasting  his  “sweet- 
ness on  the  desert  air,”  that  the  insect 
was  Parva.  What  really  useful  informa- 
tion has  Tyro  gained  thereby  ? Of  course 
he  flics  to  Doubleday — to  the  ‘ Manual  ’ 
— to  Wood’s  ‘Index’ — to  the  ‘Accen- 
tuated List’ — and  to  what  not?  but  un- 
less he  happens  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  genus  Micra,  he  consumes  much 
more  time  than  is  necessary  or  con- 
venient in  the  search.  Had  thero  been 
a good  alphabetically  arranged  list  of 
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species,  as  there  are  many  such  lists  of 
genera,  the  operation  could  have  been 
performed  not  only  without  any  very 
great  expenditure  of  time,  but — what 
should  be  taken  into  account — without 
any  loss  of  temper. 

Is  it  not  strange,  sir,  that  while  ento- 
mologists invariably  speak  of  their  cap- 
tures under  their  specific,  carefully  ig- 
noring their  generic  names,  yet  are  the 
indices,  I believe,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, drawn  up  so  as  to  afford  ready 
reference  to  the  genus,  while  there  is  no 
alphabetically  arranged  table  of  species. 
I propose  to  supply  this  defect,  provided 
the  plan  has  your  countenance  and  that 
of  your  numerous  readers,  e.  g. — 

No.  in  No.  in  No.  in 

Species.  Genus.  Double-  the  Wood's 
day.  Manual.  Index. 

Parva  . Micra  . 734  * * 

Promissa  Catocala  757  492  442 

We  thus  are  able  at  a glance  to 
see — 

1.  Where  Douhleday  places  the  insect. 

2.  How  Stainton  describes  it. 

3.  How  Wood  has  painted  it. 

This  proposed  Index  might  he  pub- 
lished at  the  cost  of  a very  few  shillings. 
Douhleday’s  List,  minus  the  synonyms, 
and  duly  numbered,  should  form  a part. 

Should  this  proposal  find  favour  with 
yourself  and  readers,  will  you  kindly  aid 
the  effort  by  receiving  names  of  sub- 
scribers ? 

Yours,  &c., 

Claudius. 


SPECIFIC  NAMES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  'Intelligencer: 

Sir, — About  fifteen  years  ago  M.  Amyot, 
a celebrated  French  entomologist,  gave 


to  the  world  a revelation  of  the  “ Systeme 
Mononymique,”  whereby  entomologists 
were  thenceforth  to  give  to  an  insect  only 
one  name  instead  of  two,  as  Linnaeus  had 
done,  and  all  the  Hemiptera  were  named 
afresh  in  accordance  with  the  new  theory. 
It  was  set  forth  how  delightful  it  would 
be  to  abbreviate  entomological  nomen- 
clature by  one  half,  and  it  was  shown 
that  there  could  be  no  lack  of  proper 
names  so  long  as  any  language  under 
heaven  remained  unappropriated  to  this 
service.  Nevertheless,  with  all  these  ad- 
vantages, the  system  has  not  made  con- 
verts ; the  shades  of  the  old  heroes  do 
not  shiver  with  disgust  at  the  application 
of  their  names  to  the  descendants  of  the 
vermin  that  once  annoyed  them,  and 
M.  Amyot’s  names  are  set  aside  for  the 
older  ones,  or,  in  the  case  of  his  new 
species,  the  name  of  the  genus  is  pre- 
fixed. The  reason  is  obvious,  for  to  give 
an  insect  only  one  name  is  to  isolate  it, 
and  deprive  us  of  any  idea  of  its  rela- 
tionship ; it  is  as  if  we  called  a man 
“John,”  without  adding  “Brown,” 
“ Jones  ” or  “ Robinson,’’  to  show  who 
are  his  kindred. 

T hope  that  the  promised  “ List  of 
Hemiptera”  is  not  to  be  on  the  mono- 
nymic  plan,  or  we  shall  be  reading  of 
such  things  as  Picia  being  taken  by 
hundreds,  and  who  will  know  that  Acan- 
tkosoma  picia,  Newman,  was  the  insect 
intended  ? There  is  quite  enough  of 
this  slovenly  fashion  now  in  use  by  the 
Lepidopterists,  who  either  write  the  spe- 
cific name  only,  or  put  a letter  before  it 
instead  of  the  genus,  leaving  the  reader 
to  guess  what  the  abbreviation  stands 
for.  Bad  as  this  is  in  a list  of  names 
following  the  arrangement  of  some  pub- 
lished catalogue,  it  is  perfectly  bewilder- 
ing when  used  for  a few  selected  species 
only.  It,  however,  springs  naturally  from 
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the  method  of  using  the  specific  name 
only  in  writing  and  conversation, — a slip- 
shod practice  known  only  among  Lepi- 
dopterists,  and  fostered  by  the  attempts 
of  those  who  ought  to  know  better,  to 
establish  a uniform  termination  to  the 
specific  names  in  some  of  the  divisions  of 
the  Lepidoptera,  and  not  to  repeat  a 
specific  name  within  those  limits.  Such 
a proceeding  cuts  at  once  at  the  root  of 
the  truly  natural  system  of  naming  in- 
troduced by  Linnaeus,  and  endeavours  to 
substitute  a sort  of  mononymic  nomen- 
clature, which  never  can  succeed,  be- 
cause, to  say  nothing  of  its  absurdity  in 
a classical  point  of  view,  it  is  unintelli- 
gible and  of  very  narrow  application. 
The  Lepidopterists  themselves  cannot  see 
this,  or  they  would  give  a uniform  termi- 
nation to  the  specific  names  in  every 
section  of  the  Lepidoptera,  but  as  they 
have  not  done  so  we  are  forced  to  con- 
clude that  they  do  not  believe  in  their 
own  dogma.  If  even  they  attempted  and 
succeeded  in  carrying  out  this  plan,  no 
other  entomologists  would  follow  their 
example.  Just  fancy  a Coleopterist 
altering  999  specific  names  because  a 
thousand  species  in  a division,  although 
in  different  genera,  already  bore  the  same 
name,  and  then  giving  to  all  a uniform 
termination.  The  very  idea  is  scouted, 
and  yet  Lepidopterists  hug  themselves 
that  they  have  hit  upon  something 
“quite  convenient”  in  doing  as  they 
do. 

Another  matter  of  less  importance, 
but  yet  one  that  requires  notice  and 
might  be  easily  rectified,  is  the  manner 
of  writing  specific  names.  In  the  ‘ In- 
telligencer’ I see  that  sometimes  all  these 
names  have  a capital  initial  letter,  some- 
times only  a part,  and  sometimes  none 
at  all  have  it.  There  seems  to  be  no 
system  observed,  although  the  rule  is 


very  simple, — either  to  write  them  all 
without  a capital  initial  letter,  or  only  to 
put  it  when  the  name  is  derived  from  a 
person  or  thing ; to  use  a capital  letter  to 
every  name  is  clearly  wrong.  I know  it 
has  been  said  that  a capital  is  allowable 
when  the  name  is  used  substantively,  but 
this  is  only  begging  the  question,  for  in 
Natural  History  such  a practice  is 
against  the  law. 

Yours,  &c., 

A. 


rPHE  LEPIDOPTERIST’S 
1 CALENDAR,  by  Mr.  Merhin, 
will  be  again  advertised  as  soon  as  ready : 
prepayment  for  three  copies  has  been 
received. — E.  Newman. 
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There  are  people  so  “ wise  in  their 
own  conceits”  that  they  would  think 
nothing  of  calling  upon  Solomon  (were 
he  now  living),  and  talking  to  him  on 
“ everything  under  the  sun.”  They 
would  talk  so  incessantly  that  Solomon 
would  have  small  chance  of  squeezing 
in  a word  here  and  there,  and  then, 
after  some  hours  of  this  inane,  vapid 
chattering  had  been  expended  on  the 
“ wisest  man,”  these  bores  would  retire 
with  all  self-complacency,  whilst  poor 
Solomon  would  be  left  disgusted  and 
annoyed,  dreading  that  perhaps  he 
might,  at  some  future  time,  have  again 
to  undergo  a similar  infliction. 

We  have  supposed  the  Case  of 
Empty-head  and  Twaddle  calling  upon 
Solomon  to  make  our  antithesis  as 
great  as  possible;  but  our  readers  must 
perceive  that  a similar  effect,  only  of 
less  degree,  would  ensue  were  any 
chattering  youngster  to  inflict  his  pre- 
sence on  a grave,  sedate  senior,  and 
occupy  his  time,  not  in  obtaining  in- 
formation from  him  (though  perhaps 
he  might  get  a box  filled  with  speci- 
mens), but  in  imparting  a miscel- 


laneous account  of  his  experiences  in 
eating,  drinking,  sleeping  and  walk- 
ing. Such  conduct  would  be  intoler- 
able ! 

As  we  are  no  great  talkers  ourselves, 
perhaps  we  are  hardly  competent  to 
pronounce  an  unbiassed  opinion  on  the 
evils  of  chattering.  We  would,  how- 
ever, caution  all  those  who  have  an 
unfortunate  fluency  of  words  that  how- 
ever proper  it  may  be  to  expend  this 
fluency  for  the  benefit  of  their  hearers, 
in  the  presence  of  those  who  are 
younger  than  themselves,  they  should, 
if  simply  from  modesty,  he  quiet  in 
the  presence  of  their  seniors,  and  wait 
to  he  instructed. 

Bores  cause  so  much  annoyance  to 
their  innocent  victims  that  they  are 
apt  to  be  avoided  by  all  the  wise  and 
good,  and  thus  they  necessarily  are 
thrown  for  companionship  amongst  the 
dregs  of  the  community;  and  the  bore 
thus  contains  within  himself  that  which 
ever  tends  to  drag  him  lower  and 
lower  still. 

Slight  irritation  is  often  harder  to 
be  borne  than  actual  pain,  and  the 
true  bore  must  not  therefore  be  sur- 
prised if  he  finds  he  is  dreaded  as 
much  as  a monster  of  evil. 
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It  is  unfortunately  far  easier  to  point 
out  to  the  rest  of  the  community  the 
unpleasant  nature  of  a visit  from  a 
bore  than  to  get  any  of  the  latter 
class  themselves  to  realize  the  evils 
which,  by  their  present  conduct,  they 
inflict;  but  probably  there  are  some 
who  have,  as  yet,  only  a tendency  to 
become  bores,  who  may  be  appalled  at 
the  picture  we  have  drawn,  and  be 
warned  in  time. 

If,  to  any  one  of  this  class,  what 
we  have  above  written  proves  of  real 
service,  our  object  will  have  been 
gained. 

A bore  is  not  necessarily  a bad  man  ; 
but  as  he  soon  gets  shunned  by  the 
good,  he  ultimately  has  only  the  bad 
for  his  companions,  and  the  result  of 
such  companionship  must  have  an  evil 
influence  on  his  character. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Bums,  G3 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  'Paylor,  News 
Agent,  Ace.  80  North  Lane. 


At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgale. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  See.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

A t Kingston-on -Thames,  of  W.Bry  den, 

Bookseller,  Sec.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham, of  H.  Carr, Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Offiee,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  arq  requested  to  send 
tis  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 

Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 (5 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  ple.Tsc  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 
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Change  of  Address. — Having  left 
town  for  the  summer,  our  address  is 
now — C.  & J.  Fenn,  Grove  House,  Lewis- 
ham ; April  13. 

Erratum. — I find  my  change  of  ad- 
dress was  printed  in  the  ‘ Intelligencer,’ 
No.  16,  Holford  Street,  Globe  Fields, 
Mile  End : it  should  have  been  No.  10. — 
W.  Machin. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.  S.,  Frankfort-on-lhe-Maine. — Your 
larvae  are  Elachista  Pace. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Gastropacha  ilicifolia. — Last  August 
I look  two  larvae  of  this  insect;  a month 
ago  I put  them  into  a little  warmth  in 
the  greenhouse,  and  they  both  came  out 
perfect  last  week,  but  unfortunately  both 
are  males. — George  Baker,  Broadjield 
Nursery,  Sheffield;  April  9. 

Biston  prodromaria.  — On  Thursday, 
the  5th  instant,  when  walking  lb  rough 
Eastham  Wood  (the  Richmond  of  the 
Mersey),  I discovered,  on  one  of  the  old 
oaks,  a fine  specimen  of  B.  prodromajria, 
having  just  emerged,  and  on  making 
further  search  found  two  more,  all  males, 
and  very  fine.  The  season  for  insects 
appears  very  backward  in  Lancashire. — 
Thomas  Galliers,  9,  Brenton  Street, 
Park  Road,  Liverpool. 

Elachista  maynificella.  — Yesterday  I 
determined  to  have  a good  search 
amongst  the  leaves  of  Luzula  pilosa  for 
the  larvae  of  Elachista  magnijicella,  and 
after  doubling  up  my  perambulators  for 
four  hours  I was  glad  to  cry  “enough:” 
upon  arriving  home  and  taking  stock  I 
found  I was  in  possession  of  twenty-seven 
larvae  of  this  little  beauty. — C.  Healv, 
71,  Napier  Street,  Hoxton,  N. ; April  9. 


Doings  in  Devonshire. — I bred  Endro- 
mis  versicolora  about  three  weeks  ago ; 
three  specimens,  two  males  and  one 
female ; they  were  reared  from  eggs  sent 
me  from  Brighton  last  year.  I have  also 
bred  Ennomos  illunaria,  Biston  hirtaria 
and  Eupithecia  pumilata ; the  latter  in- 
sect from  larvae  taken  off  ragwort  last 
September:  unfortunately  1 took  no  de- 
scription of  the  larvae  at  the  time;  but,  as 
far  as  I can  recollect,  they  were  pale  green, 
with  darker  dorsal  and  spiracular  lines 
and  reddish  lozenge-shaped  spots  on 
the  back.  I have  taken  Biston  prodro- 
maria, Xylocampa  lithoriza  and  Anticlea 
badiata.  The  weather  has  been  so  wet 
and  windy  that  the  sallows  have  been 
utterly  ruined,  so  I have  taken  no  Tcenio- 
campce.  I have  not  even  seen  Pieris 
Rapce  or  Lasiommata  JEgeria  yet.  Pieris 
Brassicee  and  Anthocharis  Cardamines 
were  both  out  abundantly  by  the  5th  of 
April  last  year!  Some  eggs  1 have  of 
Diloba  cceruleocephala  and  Ptilophora 
plumigera  hatched  to-day  ; I am  afraid 
the  latter  must  starve,  as  I can  find  none 
of  their  food  in  leaf : I have  supplied 
them  with  some  buds  which  seem  ready 
to  burst,  and  I hope  they  will  manage  to 
exist  for  a day  or  two  on  them  till  the 
leaves  open.  These  larvae,  when  just 
hatched,  are  pale  lemon-colour,  thickly 
covered  with  yellowish  hairs,  with  a dark 
greenish  spot  at  the  vent;  the  hair  dis- 
appears after  the  first  change.  The  larvae 
of  D.  caruleocephala,  at  the  same  age, 
are  black,  with  rather  lighter  coloured 
hairs. — G.  F.  Mathew,  Raleigh  House, 
Barnstaple  ; April  3. 

Coleoptera. 

Capture  of  Rhyncolus  trimcorum. — 
What  pleasure  a hungry  man  has  on 
seeing  a good  dinner  spread  before  him, 
and  with  what  a wonderfully  serene 
aspect,  after  having  dined  off  it,  and 
picked  liis  teeth  with  the  quill,  which  he 
always  carries  in  his  right-hand  waist- 
coat-pocket for  this  purpose,  he  turns 
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round  to  you,  in  a communicative  way, 
and,  patting  himself  where  his  stomach 
ought  to  be,  says,  “ Best  dinner  I ever 
made  in  my  life.  I ’m  happy  ” (another 
little  pal) ; “ a child  might  play  with  me. 
I feel — I feel  j ust  like  a cricket-ball ! ” 
It  certainly  is  very  nice,  especially  if 
cigars  and  coffee  are  just  coming  in. 
But  what  are  all  the  little  considerations 
enumerated  above  to  the  feeling  of  a man 
who  goes  out  to  an  old  stump  of  a lime 
tree,  and  digs  a hole  in  it  large  enough 
to  serve  for  the  last  “box  order”  he  will 
ever  need,  and  comes  away  with  some 
fifty  or  so  specimens  of  Rhyncolus  trun- 
corum  ; or  even  that,  to  a party  of  four 
setting  out  in  quest  of  the  same  insect, 
in  the  same  place,  and  suddenly  laying 
hands  upon  the  blasted  stump, — for  some- 
body had  kindled  a fire  “ beneath  the 
very  ribs  of  death,” — bringing  it  away 
piecemeal,  and  after  reaching  home, 
growing  weary  of  breaking  up  the  old 
wood,  and  leaving  the  greater  part  un- 
broken, they  count  their  gains,  and  they 
sum  them  up  in  figures  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  four  deep — one  thousand  slain. — 
Bill  Mattock,  Liyhtenslump ; April  14. 

Doings  hi  Devonshire.  — Within  the 
last  few  weeks  I have  taken  the  following 
Brachelylra  in  the  salt  marshes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  lustow: — 

Myrmedonia  canaliculata.  Amongst 
grass  and  under  stones  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  nests  of  Myrmica  rubra, 

Homalota  lividipennis. 

...  gregaria. 

...  fungi. 

...  analis. 

...  plana. 

Ilypocyptus  longicornis. 

Tachinus  rufipes. 

Tachyporus  chrysomelinus. 

...  pusilltis. 

Mycetoporus  splendidus. 

Quedius  fulgidus. 

...  tristis. 

...  uUcnuatus. 


Quedius  rufipes. 

Ocypus  cupreus. 

Philonthus  splendens. 

...  laminatus. 

...  carbonarius. 

...  varius. 

...  nigrilulus. 

Lathrobium  fulvipenne. 

Slilicus  affiuis. 

Sienus  rusticus. 

...  Ossium. 

Sunius  angustalus. 

Oxytelus  rugosus. 

...  luteipennis. 

Omalium  rivulare. 

Tychus  uiger. 

Bryaxis  haematica.  Under  stones,  gene- 
rally in  company  with  Formica and 
Myrmica  rubra  ; I believe,  however,  that 
this  insect  is  not  considered  Myrme- 
cophilous. 

In  some  of  the  nests  of  Formica  Jlava 
a small  bluish  green  Aphis  abounded  ; 
they  were  of  all  sizes,  from  a mere  speck 
to  a mustard-seed  ; they  appeared  to  be 
on  most  fiiendly  terms  with  the  ants, 
who  seemed  to  be  very  gentle  with 
them,  carrying  them  off  into  their  bur- 
rows directly  they  were  disturbed.  Some 
of  the  nests  I looked  at  as  carefully  as 
possible,  so  as  not  to  frighten  the  in- 
habitants ; I then  saw  all  the  Aphides 
congregated  in  a heap,  and  the  ants 
running  backwards  and  forwards  to  them, 
evidently  caressing  or  feeding  them:  the 
moment  I frightened  them  (the  ants) 
they  rushed  wildly  about,  and  bore  the 
Aphides  off  in  their  mouths  to  their 
burrows. — G.  F.  M x-umw , Raleigh  House, 
Barnstaple;  Aprils. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Eupithecia  innotala.  — Dr.  Allchiu’s 
note  on  E,  innotata,  in  the  lust  number 
of  the  ‘ Intelligencer,’  requires  a brief  ex- 
planation from  me.  Your  readers  will 
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probably  wonder  why  I should  have  given 
the  newly-hatched  larva3  larch  and  fir, 
alter  having  (‘Zoologist,’  p.  (3(510)  de- 
scribed the  caterpillar  of  E.  innotata  as 
invariably  feeding  upon  ash.  The  facts 
of  the  case  are  these.  On  the  lllh  of 
October  I met  Dr.  Allchin  at  Mr.  Bond’s, 
who  then  kindly  gave  me  the  insect  in 
question,  together  with  nine  eggs.  It  was 
so  wasted  that  it  was  next  to  impossible 
to  say  to  what  species  it  belonged.  After 
a long  sitting,  and  the  repeated  applica- 
tion ol  the  magnifying-glass,  we  came  to 
the  unanimous  conclusion  that  it  was 
more  like  E.  indigata  than  anything 
else.  The  eggs,  kept  in  a room  without 
a fire,  turned  black  about  the  24th  of 
October,  and  all  hatched  October  26lh 
to  28ih.  On  the  supposition  that  the 
species  was  E.  indigata  I procured  some 
of  the  freshest  larch  and  Scotch  fir  I 
could  find,  and  placed  the  larva)  upon 
them.  They,  however,  obstinately  refused 
to  feed,  and  four  perished  miserably.  I 
was  provoked  and  disgusted.  I never 
dreamed  of  their  being  E.  innotata,  and 
if  I had  should  have  been  no  wiser,  for 
the  ash  trees  were  all  bare.  In  despair 
I looked  out  of  the  window,  and  cast  my 
eyes  upon  a Laiirustinus  bush  in  full 
bloom.  Thought  I to  myself  “No  one 
ever  heard  of  a Pug  feeding  on  Laurus- 
tinus,  and  yet  there  is  no  just  cause  or 
impediment  why  a Pug  shouldn’t;  any 
how,  we’ll  try.”  I directly  gathered  a 
sprig,  put  it  in  a little  bottle  under  a 
tumbler  in  a warm  corner  near  the  fire, 
and  placed  the  remaining  five  larvae  upon 
it.  'Lhey  took  kindly  to  their  strange 
pabulum  at  once,  fed  greedily,  grew  and 
prospered,  and  were  all  full  grown  and 
spun  up  from  the  beginning  to  the  middle 
of  December.  With  the  exception  per- 
haps ol  the  ground-eolour  being  a rather 
paler  and  more  transparent  green,  and 
the  spiracular  line  a little  more  yellow, 
they  precisely  resembled  those  larvae 
which  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  I 
, have  been  in  the  habit  of  occasionally 


beating  from  ash,  and  from  which  I 
have  bred  E.  innotata.  I therefore  con- 
cluded that  they  belonged  to  this  species. 
When  the  pupae  emerge  I will  inform 
the  entomological  world  whether  my 
suspicion  is  correct.  I am  at  a loss  to 
account  for  E.  innotata  being  out  in 
September,  during  which  month  the  larva 
is  full  fed.  I had  five  freshly  turned 
pupae  when  Dr.  Allchin  took  his  female. 
The  perfect  insect  appears  the  end  of 
June  and  during  July.  I suppose  the 
extraordinary  heat  of  last  summer  pro- 
duced a second  brood. — Rkv.  H . Harpur 
Crewe,  Wickham  Market,  Suffolk; 
April  9. 

Insects  bred  during  the  present  year. — 

Endromis  Versicolora  (2).  March  21 
and  23. 

Tephrosia  Laricaria  (2).  April  10  and 
12. 

Cidaria  Silacearia.  A specimen  of  this 
appeared  in  my  garden-cage  during  the 
early  part  of  February,  and  during  the 
past  week  I have  bred  three  others.  The 
larva)  were  found  at  Wickham  upon 
Epilobiuin  Angustifolium ; but,  as  that 
plant  is  not  to  be  obtained  near  here,  I 
gave  them  E.  hirsutum,  which  they  ate 
readily. 

Xylocampa  Lithorhiza  (2).  April  3. 

Lithocolletis  Lautella.  A fine  series 
during  the  past  month. 

...  Sylvella.  Several,  do. 

...  Carpinicolella.  Do.,  do. 

Ornix  Avellanella.  Do.,  do.,  and  many 
common  species. — W.  Machin,  \0,Hol- 
ford  Street,  Globe  Fields,  Mile  End ; 
April  13. 

Procris  tenuicornis. — For  the  informa- 
tion of  those  gentlemen,  to  whose  letters 
I am  sorry  I have  been  quite  unable  to 
reply,  respecting  Procris  tenuicornis,  al- 
luded to  in  a communication  in  the  ‘ In- 
telligencer’ of  Alarch  I7th  last,  I beg  to 
say  that  Mr.  Henry  Doubleday  has  very 
kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following 
particulars  “ I received  from  Brighton 
specimens  of  a Procris,  which  resembled 
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in  some  respects  Procris  tenuicomis, 
found  in  Dalmatia,  and  wliich  I had  re- 
ceived from  M.  Bellier  de  la  Chavignerie. 
I did  send  specimens  of  the  Brighton 
Procris  to  M.  Gnenee,  who  said  that  it 
was  probably  the  Geryon  of  Hiibner 
and  the  Chrysocephala  of  recent  German 
authors,  but  that  he  thought  it  was  pro- 
bably only  a variety  of  Slatices,  and  he 
sent  me  specimens  which  he  had  cap- 
tured in  the  Pyrenees.”  The  specimens 
I have  taken  here  appear  to  be  identical 
with  those  that  occur  at  Brighton  ; there- 
fore what  they  really  are  remains  for  the 
present  quite  enigmatical. — Abraham 
Edmunds,  The  Tylhing ; April  14. 

Sugar  and  the  Sallows. — On  the  26th 
ultimo  I tried  the  effects  of  sugar  upon 
the  Noctuina  for  the  first  time  this  sea- 
son. No  sooner  had  the  mixture  been 
applied  than  troops  of  Scopelosoina  satel- 
lilia  visited  the  trees  upon  which  it  had 
been  spread,  followed  by  a host  of  Drabs, 
Chestnuts  and  Quakers,  among  whom 
Tteniocampa  munda  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, several  examples  of  this  species 
beiug  observed  among  the  crowd.  On 
the  following  evening,  in  addition  to  the 
above,  most  of  which  re-appeared,  a 
number  of  much  worn  specimens  of 
7\  gothica  showed  themselves ; as  these 
must  have  been  some  time  on  the  wing, 
and  the  season  had  not  been  of  a cha- 
racter at  all  likely  to  bring  them  out 
early,  it  is  probable  they  were  hyberuated 
specimens  which  had  been  produced  the 
previous  autumn.  The  next  evening  a 
single  specimen  of  Calocampa  cxolela  was 
the  only  addition  to  the  party,  which  was 
about  as  numerously  attended  as  the  two 
previous  ones  had  been.  On  the  3rd 
instant  an  immense  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  visitors  made  it  apparent  that 
some  rival  “ establishment,”  at  which 
sweets  more  potent  or  of  a more  attractive 
kind,  were  to  be  had,  must  have  been 
opened  within  the  last  few  days  in  the 
vicinity.  An  inspection  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood showed  that  such  was  the  case. 


The  sallows  had  come  into  bloom,  and 
sugar,  in  consequence,  would  no  longer 
“ draw.”  I accordingly  laid  aside  the 
brush  and  sugar-pot,  and  the  next  night 
sallied  out  with  inverted  umbrella  and 
beating-stick.  The  first  hearty  shake  of 
a tempting-looking  bough  brought  down 
upwards  of  twenty  moths  of  different 
species,  reminding  one  of  the  falling 
leaves  of  autumn,  or,  more  forcibly  still, 
of  a shower  of  ripe  plums.  Among  the 
number  which  passed  under  review  during 
the  evening  were  Drabs  of  almost  every 
shade,  Quakers  displaying  as  much  variety 
as  their  sober  attire  will  admit  of,  and 
Chestnuts  of  different  depths  of  tone  ; 
but  I looked  in  vain  for  Dasycampa  rubi- 
ginea,  Tceniocampa  leucographa  or  any 
other  great  rarity.  One  specimen  of 
T.  mmiosa  was_,  the  only  insect  worth 
taking  which  came  under  my  notice. 
I have  continued  to  visit  the  sallows 
nightly  since  the  above  date,  but  up  to 
the  present  time  the  only  addition  to  the 
list  has  been  one  beautiful  specimen  of 
Trachea  piniperda.  This  is  certainly  by 
no  means  encouraging,  but,  at  this  time 
of  the  year  especially,  “ we  know  not 
what  a day  may  bring  forth.” — S.  Stone  ; 
April  14. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange. — I beg  to  state  to  the  nu- 
merous correspondents  for  the  larva)  that 
I had  offered, that  it  is  not  from  want  of 
courtesy  1 have  not  answered  their  letters, 
but  for  want  of  time  to  write  them  indi- 
vidually; and  1 regret  to  say  that  the 
answers  I have  received  in  reply  to  that 
notice  have  been  mostly  in  offers  of  only 
two  or  three  kinds  of  species,  and  that  1 
cannot  send  my  larvai  for  those  ofl’ered, 
as  I have  now  my  series  of  them. — 11.  P. 
Hauvie,  8,  Keppcl  Slrecl,  Devonjwrt ; 
April  1 1. 
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natural  history  of  the 

TINEINA. 


Depressabia  Angelicella. 

I am  uncertain  when  the  egg  of  this 
species  is  deposited.  The  larva  feeds  in 
the  terminal  shoots  of  Angelica  sylveslris 
in  Maj';  according  to  Frey,  it  may  even 
be  found  in  April  ; it  draws  the  leaves 
together  and  arrests  their  regular  growth, 
and  this  happening  at  a period  of  the 
year  when  this  succulent  plant  is  in 
the  process  of  rapid  growth,  the  shoots 
tenanted  by  the  larvte  soon  assume  a 
very  strange  and  contorted  appearance ; 
it  frequently  happens  that  several  larvse 
are  associated  together  in  one  head  of 
of  this  plant ; they  do  not  seem  to  wander 
about,  but  devour  the  leaves  in  their  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  making  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  blackish  excrement, 
which  is  mostly  collected  in  the  head  of 
the  plant.  Dr.Colquhoun  has  twice  found 
the  larva  of  this  insect  on  Heraclium 
Sphondylium.  The  larva  is  full  fed 
about  the  beginning  of  June,  and  it 
generally  undergoes  its  change  to  the 
pupa  state  without  quitting  the  top  of 
the  plant.  In  three  or  four  weeks  the 
perfect  insect  appears,  but  its  habits  are 
rather  retired,  and  it  is  not  often  met 
with  on  the  wing.  I am  not  aware  that 
it  ever  hybernates. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


THE  FORTHCOMING  WORK  ON  THE 
BRITISH  HEMIPTERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — If  any  of  the  following  named 
Hemiptera  are  wanted  for  reference  by 
t the  projectors  of  the  new  work  about  to 
1 be  published,  I shall  be  happy  to  for- 
ward them.  My  Hemiptera  not  named 


I will  also  forward,  if  required;  I will 
give  duplicates  of  all. 

Phytocoris  striatellus 
Coreus  scapha 
Capsus  semiflavus 
Rbyparochroinus  maculipennis 
Corizus  Hyoscyami 
Acanthosoma  litnrata 
Pentatoma  caerulea 

...  dissimilis,  Stephens. 

Velia  cnrrens 
Neides  clavipes 
Hydroraetra  stagnorum 
Gerris  brachypteryx,  Stephens. 
Acanthosoma  hsemorrhoidalis. 

Yours,  &c., 

James  Young. 
11,  Bishop's  Lane,  Hull ; 

April  11. 


TO  THE  ELACHIST^. 


In  the  grass-leaves  long  and  fine 
There  the  larva  makes  its  mine. 

Each  one  special  to  its  kind ; 

Some  are  broad,  and  narrow  some. 
Colours  various, — how  these  come 
No  one  yet  has  tried  to  find. 

At  the  end  we  cannot  trace 
Entrance  to  their  dwelling  place 
In  the  long  and  dusky  lane ; 

And  to  see  the  creatures  gnaw. 

Ever,  with  untiring  jaw. 

Kindles  wonder  in  my  brain. 

As  these  miners  to  the  end 
Downward  go  and  reascend. 

Gleam  the  long  tracks  in  the  sun  ; 
Then  within  this  heart  of  mine 
Holy  feelings,  thoughts  divine. 

Rise,  when  viewing  work  thus  done. 

As  the  mines,  the  miners  too. 

Each  is  of  a diflferent  hue, — 

Marks  which  to  each  species  cling 
Firmly,  for  the  Maker’s  hand 
Sets  a seal  all  understand 

On  every  one,  and  everything. 
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There  is  scarce  a single  spot 
We  can  search  where  they  are  not, — 
Leafy  wood  and  dusty  lane, 
Thickest  copse,  and  lonely  moor — 

Be  it  e’er  so  bare  and  poor — 

Yield  them  plentiful  as  rain. 

Theirs  is  not  a gaudy  dress, 

Yet  we  love  them  none  the  less 

For  the  plainness  of  their  race; 
Plainest  faces  often  bear 
Signs  of  thoughts  as  good  and  fair 
As  e’er  add  to  beauty  grace. 

See  yon  old  man  stretched  at  ease 
In  the  shadow  of  the  trees, 

Searching  round  and  round  and 
round ; 

Something  now  bis  eye  arrests. 

And  his  smile  at  once  attests 

Lurking  beauties  he  has  found. 

At  him  loiterers  on  the  sward. 

Through  their  features,  stern  and  hard. 
Laugh  with  wild,  indecent  mirth; 
Ah ! his  joys  they  cannot  share — 

Vacant  laughter  everywhere 

Teems  with  sorrow  from  its  birth. 

Then  a schoolboy  smiling  bright. 

With  his  heart  and  face  both  light, 

Gives  an  eager,  anxious  look. 

As  he  passeth  by  the  trees — 

Where  the  old  man  lies  at  ease — 

And  hastens  onward  to  the  brook. 

Where  the  reeds  are  bending  low 
To  their  shadows  seen  below. 

As  the  breezes  through  them  pass ; 
And  they  clap  their  leaves  with  glee. 

And  an  scolian  minstrelsy 

Then  is  heard  amongst  the  grass. 

Such  are  scenes  I oft  behold ; 

These,  and  many  more  untold. 

And  the  grass-leaves  long  and  fine. 
And  their  tenants  as  they  gnaw 
With  a never-tiring  jaw. 

Fill  my  heart  with  thoughts  divine. 


The  Butterfly  Number  of  ‘ Young 
England.’ 

Now  ready,  with  Portrait  of  the  Author 
by  Messrs.  Maull  and  Poly  blank, 

A Complete  NATURAL  HISTORY 
of  BRITISH  BUTTERFLIES. 
By  Edwakd  Newman,  F.LS.,  Z.S.,  late 
President  of  the  Entomological  Society 
of  London. 

There  is  a life-size  figure  of  every  spe- 
cies, drawn  and  engraved  by  the  first 
Artists,  regardless  of  expense;  and  a 
full  description  of  each,  in  the  various 
states  of  Caterpillar,  Chrysalis  and  But- 
terfly. 

Price  Sevenpence,  post  free,  to  be  pre- 
paid in  Stamps. 

Edward  Newman,  9,  Devonshire  Street, 
London,  N.E. 


Nosi)  ready,  printed  with  alternate  blank 
pages  for  memoranda,  price  Is.  Qd.; 
cloth  boards  2s., 

The  lepidopterist’s 

CALENDAR,  giving,  as  far 
as  they  are  known,  the  Time  of  Appear- 
ance of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  in  the 
Imago,  Larva  and  Pupa  states,  with  a 
classified  arrangement  of  the  Larvs-food. 
By  .Joseph  Meruin. 

Under  the  'Fwelve  Monthly  Headings 
are  arranged  the  Images  and  Larvas, 
when  in  their  finest  condition,  enabling 
the  Lepidopterist  to  see  the  work  he  has 
before  him  each  month  during  the  year ; 
while  the  food  of  the  Larvte  being  clas- 
sified, as  far  as  possible,  Alphabetically, 
the  labour  of  Larvse-searching  and  iden- 
tification is  minimized.  The  work 
contains  some  useful  Notes  under  each 
Month;  and  having,  during  its  progres.s 
through  the  press,  been  revised  and  am- 
plified by  several  of  our  most  able  Ento- 
mologists, its  accuracy  is  guaranteed. 

London  : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E. 

Sent  free  on  receipt  of  1.?.  fid.  or  2«.  in 
postage  stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the 
Author,  Gloucester. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edward  Nkwman, 
Printer , of  No.U,  Devonsbire  Street,  nisbopa- 
(rate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlcfiex,— Saturday,  April  SI,  IHflO. 
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GREASE, 

No  sooner  is  the  word  uttered  than, 
as  a matter  of  course,  our  facetious 
friends  go  oflF  with — 

“ The  isles  of  Greece,  the  isles  of  Greece! 

Where  burning  Sappho  loved  and  sung," 

and,  after  torturing  further  quotations 
from  Byron,  and  plunging  into  the 
works  of  Grote  and  Dr.  Wordsworth, 
lugging  in  sundry  quotations,  turning 
them  to  a purpose  for  which  they 
were  never  intended,  and  extracting 
from  them  a meaning  foreign  to  their 
authors,  finish  their  intellectual  gyra- 
tions with  a horrid  old  joke  about 
“made  upon  the  spot.”  .Well,  we  must 
risk  all  this,  bear  with  it,  and  let  it 
evaporate,  regretting  the  necessity  that 
forces  us  to  advert  to  the  subject.  We 
thought  it  had  been  exhausted,  and 
that  a question  would  never  again  be 
asked  about  it,  hut  it  would  seem  that 
our  young  collectors  are  not  a reading 
race,  else  they  would  be  fully  up  to  the 
discussions  about  “Grease  in  Cabinets” 
that  have  taken  place  at  the  Entomo- 
logical Society’s  meetings  on  several 
occasions,  and  have  been  published  in 


the  Society’s  ‘Proceedings.’  “A  Tyro” 
writes  as  follows; — 

“ Some  of  my  insects,  especially  the 
large  Sphingiua,  are  much  attacked 
by  grease.  Would  you  kindly,  through 
the  medium  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer,’  in- 
form me  how  to  get  rid  of  this?  It 
would  doubtless  oblige  others  beside 
myself.” 

First,  then,  a prevention  is  better 
than  cure ; the  bodies  of  all  large 
insects  should  be  opened  on  the  under 
side  while  they  are  yet  fresh,  the  in- 
side parts  removed,  and  the  space 
filled  with  blotting-paper  or  cotton-wool 
soaked  in  camphine  or  benzine-collas. 
The  next  point  to  be  observed  is  not 
to  place  any  insect  in  a box  or  cabinet 
until  thoroughly  dry;  an  interval  of 
days  or  weeks,  according  to  the  size  of 
the  insect,  must  elapse  before  it  is  re- 
moved from  the  setting-board.  When, 
notwithstanding  these  precautions,  an 
insect  becomes  greasy,  remove  it  and 
place  it  in  a piece  of  cork  previously 
fastened  at  the  bottom  of  a shallow  tin 
or  jam-pot;  pour  in  camphine  or  ben- 
zine-collas until  the  insect  is  covered, 
and  let  it  remain  for  twelve  hours. 
Then  take  out  the  insect,  place  it 
upon  blotting-paper  for  a few  minutes, 
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in  order  that  the  superfluous  moisture 
may  be  absorbed,  transfer  it  to  the 
setting-board,  and  cover  it  thickly  with 
pipe-clay  scraped  to  powder  or  with 
magnesia.  In  a day  or  two  the  powder 
may  be  blown  off,  and  any  adhering 
particles  removed  with  a camel-hair 
pencil,  and  the  insect  will  be  as  fresh- 
looking as  at  first. 

As  is  well-known,  the  grease  deve- 
loped in  insects,  corrodes  the  pins  with 

/ 

which  they  are  pierced.  This  oxyda- 
tion  is  arrested,  but  not  prevented,  by 
gilding  the  pins;  a better  method  is 
to  varnish  the  pins,  but  the  black 
colour  of  the  varnish  is  objected  to  by 
many  persons.  In  Germany  they  use 
a coating  of  gum-arabic  on  the  pins; 
thrusting  an  ordinary  pin  further  than 
usual  through  the  insect,  they  place 
some  gum  on  the  pin  immediately 
below  the  body,  and  the  pin  is  then 
drawn  back  to  its  proper  position,  car- 
rying with  it  a covering  of  gum. 

By  such  means  and  constant  atten- 
tion grease  may  be  prevented  or  cured, 
and  we  hope  to  hear  no  more  of  un- 
sightly grease-spots  in  cabinets. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 


Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswalei'. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  II.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham, near  I,ondon,S.E,  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anon  t/mous  communica- 
tions. 
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Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  Addeess.  — My  address 
is  now — D.T.  Button,  2,  Heaton  Place, 
Peckham  Rye,  Surrey ; April  7. 

Change  of  Adhress. — Having  re- 
moved fiom  Westgate,  Guisbro’,  York- 
shire, my  address  is  now  — Charles 
Willis,  Bath  Street,  Redcar,  Yorkshire  ; 
April  21. 


Mr.  Stainton  will  be  “at  home”  on 
Wednesday  next,  May  2nd,  at  6 p.m., 
as  usual. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Old  Charlie.  — We  do  not  know 
where  the  London  Catalogue  of  British 
Plants  is  now  to  be  obtained.  Can  any 
of  our  readers  tell  us 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Doings  at  the  Sallows. — I have  taken 
at  the  sallows  this  last  week — 

Taniocampa  Leucographa, 
Rubricosa, 


Taeniocampa  Populeti, 

...  Gracilis, 

Calocampa  Exoleta, 

and  a host  of  commoner  sorts. — Thomas 
R.  Pugh,  28,  Berry  Street,  Preston; 
April  23. 

Doings  at  the  Sallows  near  Exeter. — 
We  have  met  with  the  following; — 

Dasycampa  Rubiginea, 

Hoporina  Croceago, 

Taeniocampa  Rubricosa, 

...  Populeti, 

...  Gracilis, 

•••  Munda, 

Trachea  Piniperda, 

Xylocampa  Lithorhiza, 

Xylina  Rhizolitha, 

...  Semibrunnea, 

...  Petrilicata. 

Has  Semibrunnea  ever  been  taken  in 
the  spring  before?  — E.  S.  Norcombe, 
5,  Salutary  Mount,  Heavitree,  Exeter; 
April  21. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Captures  at  Holme  Bush,near  Brighton, 
— On  the  first  fine  day  at  the  beginning 
of  this  month,!  went,  under  experienced 
guidance,  to  Holme  Bush,  near  Brighton, 
in  hopes  to  obtain  crux-minor,  but  without 
success;  perhaps  the  season  was  not 
sufficiently  advanced,  though  the  day  it- 
self was  warm  enough  to  tempt  any 
beetle  from  winter  quarters,  judging  from 
the  flights  of  Aphodii,  &c.,  accompanied 
now  and  then  by  the  large  Staphylinus 
casareus,  fond  of  alighting  on  hot  paths ; 
this  handsome  insect  always  seems  to  me 
a harbinger  of  warm  weather.  Large 
Bomhi  were  also  busy  about  the  prim- 
roses, in  full  bloom  on  every  bank  ; An- 
drena  swarmed  upon  the  sallows,  and 
the  vibrating  Romiy/tus  hovered  daintily 
over  sunny  corners,  while  plenty  of 
Brimstones  and  an  occasional  Peacock 
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floated  in  upper  air ; Poli/chloros,  also  in 
some  numbers,  flitted  through  the  leaf- 
less trunks  and  twigs  of  the  copses, 
seeming  to  delight  in  boldly  dodging 
the  intruding  entomologists,  though  the 
marks  of  old  sugarings  (sacred  to  Lebia 
and  livens)  showed  that  Lepidoptera  were 
not  secure  from  attack  even  in  their  own 
domain.  In  default  of  the  main  object 
of  the  journey,  the  following  species  re- 
warded my  toil; — 

Euryporus  picipes  (the  fifth  English 
example), 

Tracbys  pygmaeus, 

Haliplus  mucronatus  (apparently  a re- 
vival of  an  old  and  rare  species), 

Conurus  fusculus  (£’nc/tsore ; immacu- 
latus,  fVal.  Cat.), 

Lathrobiuni  longulum, 

Cryptobium  fracticorne, 

Bolitobius  atricapilla, 

Othius  fulvipennis, 

Stenus  impressus, 

...  filum, 

...  brunnipes, 

...  nitidus, 

...  argus, 

Olophrum  piceum. 

Protein  us  brachypterus, 

Badister  humeralis, 

Stenolophus  exiguus, 

Bembidium  gilvipes, 

...  obtusum, 

...  bistriatum, 

Dromius  obscuroguttatus, 

Choleva  sericea, 

Epurea  variegata, 

Cis  bidentatus, 

Dendroctonus  piniperda  (running  on 
bark  of  felled  fir  trees), 

Hylurgus  ater, 

Mecinus  pyraster, 

Cassida  vibex, 

Bryaxis  impressa, 

Bythinus  securiger. 

•— E.  C.  Rye,  284,  King's  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W.;  April  18. 


Captures  near  Farnhorough.  — Under 
beech,  near  Farnhorough,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  I took — 

Cicones  variegatus, 

Litargus  bifasciatus, 

Salpingus  viridipennis, 

...  ruficollis, 

Cis  hispidus, 

Endomychus  coccineus. 

In  moss,  Syncalypta  spinosa  plentifully, 
with  an  occasional  Mniophila  muscorum, 
and,  by  shaking  grass,  Chole^>a  chryso- 
meloides. — Ibid. 

Hemtpteea. 

Aneuris  lavis. — Near  Farnhorough,  I 
found,  in  some  quantity,  the  pretty  flat 
bug  Aneurus  Icevis,  under  the  bark  of 
hedge-posts,  with  its  pretty  red  larva. 
I have  this  species  to  spare. — E.  C. 
Rye,  28i,  King’s  Road,  Chelsea,  S.W.; 
April  18. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Eupithecia  pumilata  double -brooded. 
— Seeing  that  in  your  ‘Alanual’  you 
have  'only  marked  April  for  the  appear- 
ance of  Eupithecia  pumilata,  I thought 
it  might  be  interesting  to  you  to  know 
that  I found  it  again  last  year  in  August 
and  September,  which  shows  that  it 
must  certainly  be  double-brooded.  I 
have  taken  it  again  this  April  in  consider- 
able plenty. — R.  M.  Stewakt,  3,  Park 
Place,  Torquay,  Devon;  April ‘23. 


EXCHANGE. 


Calocampa  Exoleta. — I have  impreg- 
nated ova  of  this  species,  which  I should 
be  glad  to  cxcliango  for  other  species. 
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Please  to  write  first.  Eggs,  larvae  or 
pupae  preferred.  Those  not  hearing  from 
me  within  a week  to  conclude  their 
offers  declined. — Willlim  H.  Taylor, 
Tolson  Street,  Sunny  Bank,  Leeds ; 
April  17. 

Duplicate  Larva. — I have  a consider- 
able number  of  the  larvae  of  Porthesia 
Chrysorrhaa  (Brown  Tail)  to  spare,  and 
shall  be  happy  to  forward  a supply  to 
any  entomologist  writing  for  them,  on 
receipt  of  a box  with  return  postage. — 
R.  W.  W RIGHT,  4,  Gloucester  Terrace, 
Victoria  Park  Road,  Hackney,  N.E.; 
April  16. 

Larv<efor  Exchange. — Having  healthy 
larvae  of  Dasyckira  Fascelina  for  ex- 
change, I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any 
gentleman  in  want  of  them,  and  who  can 
supply  me  in  exchange  with  larvae  or 
pupae  of  any  of  the  following : — 

Psilura  Monacha, 

Hypercompa  Dominula, 
Euthemonia  Russula, 

Arctia  Villica, 

Eriogaster  Lanestris, 

Poecilocampa  Populi, 

Gastropacha  Quercifolia, 

Triphaena  Fimbria, 

Noctua  Depuncta, 

Plusia  Pulchrina, 

Ainplripyra  Py  ram  idea, 

Pericallia  Syringaria, 

Nyssia  Zonaria. 

— Thomas  Galliers,  9,  Brenton  Street, 
Park  Road,  Liverpool ; April  21. 


A SEARCH  FOR  A BROTHER. 


“ I say  ! there  is  another  entomologist 
in  the  town,”  said  a young  friend  to  me, 
a few  days  since. 

“There  is!”  said  I.  “Who  is  he?” 
I enquired. 

“ Don ’t  know,”  was  the  answer. 


“What  is  he?” 

“ Don’t  know  I” 

“Where  is  he?” 

“ Do  n’t  know ! ” 

“ Where  did  you  see  him  ? ” 

“ Well  now,  I can  satisfy  you  in  that 

respect.  I was  in  the  shop  of  B , 

the  druggist,  on  Saturday  evening,  when 
the  little  man  came  in  with  the  ‘ Intel- 
ligencer ’ in  his  hand,  and  enquired  for 
methylated  chloroform,  and  I entered 
into  conversation  with  him  upon  the 
subject  of  Entomology,  and  I found  he 
was  an  incipient.  He  further  told  me 

he  was  going  to  the  fir  wood,  at  M , 

on  Friday  evening,  to  have  a trial  at 
sugaring. 

“ Oh,  is  he  ! I ’ll  see  if  I can’t  find 
him  out,  for  I have  a strong  desire  for 
an  expedition  of  that  kind.” 

Accordingly,  when  Friday  evening  (the 
25th  of  June)  came,  I took  up  my  haver- 
sack, containing  the  indispensable  net 
and  equally  indispensable  pill-boxes,  and 

started  for  M . The  evening  was 

fine  and  calm.  Being  early  at  the  wood, 
I determined  not  to  look  for  the  ento- 
mologist until  the  dusk  of  the  evening, 
so  I hunted  up  the  lane  that  divided  the 
wood  into  two  distinct  portions.  In  this 
lane  I found  an  abundance  of  larvas  of 
the  Pink  Underwing  {Callimorpha  Ja- 
cobam),  which  had  completely  stripped 
some  plants  of  the  ragwort.  In  a much 
decayed  stump  of  a tree  I found  some 
jet  ants  {Formica  fuliginosa),  and,  after 
observing  them  for  some  little  time,  I 
captured  two  for  the  purpose  of  “mount- 
ing up.”  Penetrating  some  little  dis- 
tance into  the  left-hand  wood,  I found 
but  little  to  encourage  me  to  remain 
longer,  so  taking  another  track  I re- 
turned to  the  lane  and  entered  the  op- 
posite wood.  In  this  I beat  an  oak  tree, 
which  yielded  me  several  specimens  of 
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Tortrix  viridana.  A short  distance  fur- 
ther I came  to  an  opening — a kind  of 
bay  of  meadow,  partly  surrounded  by  a 
coast  of  fir  trees ; here  I “ sighted  ” a 
large  moth,  gave  chase,  and  took  what 
proved  to  he  a fine  male  of  the  Bordered 
White  {Fidonia  piniaria).  Upon  sur- 
veying the  spot  where  I stood  it  occurred 
to  me  that  it  was  a place  likely  to  be, 
above  all  others,  “forbidden  ground,” 
and,  preferring  the  cover  of  the  trees,  I 
took  a “ drove,”  which,  as  I expected, 
would  lead  to  the  keeper’s  house.  I had 
not  walked  far  before  I heard  the  voices 
of  sundry  juveniles.  I made  my  way  in 
the  direction  of  the  sounds,  arid  soon 
heard  the  voices  of  both  men  and  women. 
Here,  thought  I,  is  the  entomologist  and 
all  his  family,  treating  the  trees  with 
sugar,  and  the  youngsters  are  enjoying 
the  fun.  The  thought  had  scarcely 
passed  through  my  mind  when  the  “ad- 
vance guard,’’  consisting  of  the  game- 
keeper,  came  in  sight,  with  gun  in  hand, 
and  wearing  the  unmistakable  badge — 
the  game-bag.  Behind  him  followed  a 
little  man,  dressed  in  a cap  and  dark 
attire,  and  having  the  appearance  of  a 
mechanic.  Still  further  in  the  rear  fol- 
lowed their  wives  and  some  children — 
the  number  I did  not  notice.  It  was 
enough  for  me  to  have  a care  for  myself, 
for,  to  a nervous  person,  it  is  no  joke  to 
encounter  a gamekeeper  under  such  cir- 
cumstances— within  the  precincts  of  the 
preserve,  and  carrying  a suspicious- 
looking  net.  However,  unsheathing  my 
only  weapon  of  defence,  a civil  tongue, 
I addressed  the  keeper, — 

“Good  evening;  you  are  the  game- 
keeper, I presume.” 

“Yes,  sir,”  was  the  polite  reply;  and 
before  the  inevitable  and  disagreeable 
enquiry  was  put  to  me — as  to  my  busi- 
ness in  the  wood — I enquired  whelhcr 


the  person  behind  him  was  his  friend 
who  was  fond  of  catching  moths  and 
butterflies.  To  this  followed  an  affirma- 
tive reply,  and  an  explanation  from  me 
as  to  my  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
object  of  the  entomologist’s  visit  to  the 
wood  that  evening.  I was  much  disap- 
pointed, however,  in  finding  that  he  had 
not  been  sugaring,  and  was  now  only 
having  a walk  with  his  friend  the 
keeper. 

I requested  to  be  allowed  to  accompany 
them,  which  was  readily  acceded  to,  and 
we  went  to  a lane  at  some  distance  in 
the  wood,  and  in  going  along  the  keeper 
was  much  interested  in  my  skill  in  netting 
and  boxing  creatures  he  never  thought 
existed.  With  the  entomological  friend 
I conversed  upon  what  we  had  done  in 
our  study,  and  a little  upon  what  we  had 
to  do.  Before  we  reached  the  keeper’s 
house,  upon  our  return,  the  time  was 
growing  late  and  the  evening  becoming 
dusk. 

In  a little  cleared  spot,  much  covered 
with  nettles  and  long  grass,  I took  some 
specimens  of  Abraxas  ulinala.  Upon 
reaching  the  house  the  keeper  invited  us 
in,  and  gave  us  some  of  his  best  ale. 
I inspected  some  cases  of  stuffed  birds 
which  hung  in  the  room,  and  was  told 
they  were  set  up  by  the  entomologist. 
Time,  however,  was  fast  passing  away, 
and  I was  obliged  to  make  ready  to 
depart,  whereupon  it  was  arranged  that 
the  entomologist  should  accompany  me 
on  foot,  and  the  keeper’s  kind-hearted 

wife  should  drive  Mr.  W ’s  wife  and 

the  children  to  Lynn  in  the  pony  and 

cart.  Thus  arranged  Mr.  W and  I 

set  off,  and  before  we  left  the  wood,  I 
took  Acidalia  remulala  and  some  other 
specimens.  Along  the  road  we  talked 
over  Natural-History  matters,  and  before 
we  separated  made  arrangements  to  have 
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an  evening  at  sugaring.  — E.  L.  K., 
King's  Lynn,  Norfolk. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


The  Lepidopterist's  Calendar.  By  Joseph 

Mekkin.  E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 

Street,  Bishopsgate  Street,  London. 

At  length  we  have  a complete  Calendar 
of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  published  at 
the  low  price  of  eighteen -pence.  I f the 
shade  of  Sainouelle  were  to  revisit  the 
precincts  of  the  British  Musenm,  how  it 
would  stare  to  see  the  idea  of  a Calendar 
thus  carried  out ! 

Mr.  Merrin  observes,  in  the  Introduc- 
tion to  the  volume  before  us, — 

“ To  know  how  to  do  a thing  is  a 
great  step  towards  its  accomplishment; 
but  to  know  exactly  when  to  do  it  is 
often  the  one  thing  needful  to  ensure 
success.  This  applies  with  great  force 
to  the  pursuit  of  Natural  History,  and 
particularly  to  Lepidoptera.  The  regu- 
larity .with  which,  at  certain  definite 
dates,  most  species  of  butterflies  and 
moths  ordinarily  appear  is  almost  mar- 
vellous; and  many  species  are  not  ob- 
tained in  fine  condition  through  inatten- 
tion to  the  time  of  their  advent,  while 
some  may  be  missed  altogether.  The 
annual  loss  to  Science  in  specimens  and 
knowledge  from  collectors  not  looking 
after  larvae  at  the  only  times  when  they 
are  to  be  found  cannot  be  estimated,  but 
it  must  be  very  great.” 

With  respect  to  the  plan  of  the  work, 
the  author  observes  that — 

“ In  giving  the  times  of  appearance  of 
the  larvae  it  has  not  been  thought  de- 
sirable to  increase  the  bulk  of  the  work 
by  specifying  the  dates  which  would  in- 


clude the  whole  period  of  larva-life ; the 
time  chosen  has,  therefore,  been  when 
the  caterpillar  is  nearly  full  fed,  except 
when  it  is  hatched  in  the  autumn  and 
feeds  up  in  the  spring,  when  the  two 
dates  are  given.  The  food  of  the  larvae 
has  generally  been  ranged  under  a bead- 
ing when  more  than  one  species  feed 
upon  it.  This  grouping  of  the  food 
will  much  facilitate  the  capture  of  the 
larvae,  by  indicating  at  a glance  the 
various  species  which  feed  upon  a par- 
ticular plant  at  a particular  time,  while 
identification  is  much  facilitated.” 

Thus,  if  we  turn  to  May,  p.  28,  we 
find  lists  of  the  larvae  which  are  to  be 
met  with  in  that  month  on  alder,  apple, 
ash,  bedstraw,  beech,  bilberry,  birch, 
bramble,  broom,  buckthorn,  currant, 
elm,  &c.,  &c.,  and  of  course  an  incipient 
who  finds  a larva  in  May,  on  bramble, 
looks  through  the  list  of  bramble-feediug 
larvae,  in  the  expectation  of  being  thus 
led,  by  an  easy  road,  to  the  name  of  the 
creature  he  has  in  his  hand. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
this  volume  will  be  found  very  service  - 
able to  all  that  numerous  class  who 
have  not  already  learned  everything  by 
their  own  experience. 


Complete  in  Two  Vols.,fcp.  8vo,  cloth, 
price  10s., 

A MANUAL  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  Stainton. 

This  work  contains  descriptions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspersed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
times  of  appearance,  &c.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 
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8vo,  cloth, 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S 
WEEKLY  intelligencer- 

Vol.  I.  (for  1856),  price  9s. 

Vol.  II.  (for  1857,  April — September), 
price  4s. 

Vol.  III.  (for  1857-8,  October — March), 
price  4s. 

Vol.  IV.  (for  1858,  April — September), 
price  4s. 

Vol.  V.  ( for  1858-9,  September  — 
March),  price  4s. 

Vol.  VI.  (for  1 859,  March — September), 
price  4s. 

Vol.  VII.  (for  1859-60,  September — 
March),  price  4s. 

London  : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate ; W.  Kent  & Co., 
Paternoster  Row. 


LOTH  C 0 V E R S for  binding 
either  Volume  of  the  ‘Intelli- 
GENCEK,’  price  Is.,  or  by  post  Is.  2d.,  can 
be  had  of  E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
PANION. By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Alhenmum. 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


Price  3s.  6d., 

rnllE  WORLD  OF  INSECTS: 
JL  A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
.1.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Now  ready,  price  8d,, 

A LIST  OF  LEPIDOPTERA. 

Part  II.  Printed  on  one  side  only 
for  labelling  Cabinets.  Arranged  as  in 
the  ‘Manual  of  British  Butterflies  and 
Moths.’  By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

Van  Voorst,  Paternoster  Row. 


Price  3s., 

PRACTICAL  HINTS 
respecting  MOTHS  and  BUT- 
TERFLIES, with  Notices  of  their  Lo- 
calities ; forming  a Calendar  of  Entomo- 
logical Operations  throughout  the  Year 
in  pursuit  of  Lepidoptera.  By  Ricuaed 
Shield. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Price  25s., 

THE  BRITISH  TORTRICES. 

BY  S.  J,  WILKINSON. 

This  work  forms  one  8vo  volume, 
uniform  with  the  series  of  the  ‘ Insecta 
Britannica,’  and  contains  descriptions 
of  all  the  British  species  of  Tortricina, 
with  observations  on  their  habits  and 
localities. 

“ Mr.  Wilkinson  has  described,  with 
great  accuracy,  from  original  specimens, 
three  hundred  species  of  these  insects. 
As  this  has  been  done  with  the  skill 
of  a master,  the  work  must  take  its 
place  beside  the  great  descriptive  works 
devoted  to  other  families  of  insects.” — 
Athenceum. 

London  : John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edwakd  Nfwman, 
Printer  , of  No.O,  Devonshire  Street,  lii.shops- 
patc  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — Saturday,  April  28,  1800. 
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THE  BKITISH  MUSEUM. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Celestial  Em- 
pire deem  that  the  spot  where  they 
reside  is  the  centre  of  the  globe.  In 
like  manner,  the  residents  at  Ken- 
sington conceive  that  they  inhabit  the 
centre  of  the  great  metropolis. 

It  never  occurs  to  a Chinaman  that 
others  may  have  notions  similar  to  his 
own,  though  a few  thousand  miles  re- 
moved from  him,  and  so  the  Ken- 
singlonians  never  realise  the  vision  of 
a denizen  of  Poplar  proclaiming  that 
delightful  suburb  the  most  truly  central 
in  all  London. 

What  we  do  is  sense ; what  others 
do  is  nonsense!  Very  good  logic,  and 
very  convincing — to  the  utterer! 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  a Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  is  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  closely-balanced 
vote  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum,  respecting  the  removal  of  the 
Natural-History  Collections  to  Bromp- 
ton.  Surely  the  Committee  will  take 
a sensible  and  practical  view  of  the 
subject,  and  not  he  led  astray  by  any 
false  notions  of  economy. 


No  doubt  a much  smaller  building 
would  sufiice  at  Kensington,  because 
fewer  people  would  go  there ; but  if 
the  object  be  economy,  why  not  go  to 
Salisbury  Plain  at  once?  We  had 
always  imagined  that  the  object  of  the 
British  Museum  had  been,  by  means 
of  its  endless  collections,  to  give  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  information 
to  the  greatest  possible  number  of 
persons.  If  this  be  not  the  object, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  be  enlightened  on 
the  subject. 

The  ‘Times’  has  recently  discovered 
that  the  object  of  the  Post  Office  is 
to  convey  our  correspondence  and  our 
newspapers,  and  that  it  is  only  inci- 
dentally that  it  adds  to  the  revenue, 
whereas  the  Post-Office  officials  seem 
of  opinion  that  the  Post  Ofiice  is  a 
mode  of  taxing  the  community,  and 
that  the  conveyance  of  newspapers  and 
letters  is  quite  a secondary  considera- 
tion. 

Just  imagine  if  the  British  Museum 
had  been  viewed  in  the  same  light, 
and  if  persons  were  charged  for  going 
in,  in  order  to  eke  out  the  revenue; 
and  if  the  Museum,  or  any  part  of 
it,  be  transported  to  Kensington,  the 
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public  will  have  to  pay  an  entrance 
fee;  residents  at  Islington,  Hackney  or 
Mile  End  will  need  to  pay  a fee  of 
threepence  or  sixpence  to  some  omnibus 
conductor. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Bow. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Sti’eet,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

A t Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  Arc. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 


At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan, Bookseller 
aud  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 
under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 
a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  Address. — My  address  is 
now — H.  S.  Gorham,  9,  Mount  Elliot 
Terrace,  Lee,  London,  S.E.;  April  26. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  S. — In  reply  to  your  enquiry  why 
Cossus  larvte  are  partial  to  celery  trenches, 
we  can  only  suppose  that  they  find  the 
soil  there  light  and  friable,  and  more 
easily  penetrated  than  in  other  plaees. 
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Claudius. — We  have  received  several 
letters  highly  approving  of  your  proposal 
of  an  alphabetical  list  of  Lepidoplera, 
and  one  entomologist  intimates  his  in- 
tention to  subscribe  for  three  copies  of 
the  work. 

Old  Chaklie. — A correspondent  writes 
that  you  can  obtain  the  London  Catalogue 
of  Plants  at  Mr.  Pamplin’s,  Frith  Street, 
Soho,  London. 


CAPTURES. 

LePIDOI'TEBA. 

Grapla  C-album. — Several  specimens 
of  this  insect^have  been  captured  lately 
near  here  by  Mr.  Ablett  Jesse. — R.  Ward, 
Llanbeck  Hall,  Ruthin,  Denbighshire; 
April  30. 

Acherontia  Atropps. — I was  yesterday 
working  in  a large  hot-bed  frame,  in 
which  I last  year  grew  early  potatoes, 
when  I was  both  surprised  and  delighted 
to  find,  betwixt  one  end  of  the  frame  and 
the  other,  seventeen  good  specimens  of 
pupae  of  the  Death’s  Head  moth.  I am 
only  a young  entomologist,  but  am  in- 
formed that  it  is  a rare  occurrence  in  this 
locality ; it  will  be  a source  of  encourage- 
ment to  me  in  my  new  undertaking,  and 
will  also  enable  me  to  make  a few  pre- 
sents to  my  entomological  brethren,  who 
are  becoming  numerous  here.  — John 
Richardson,  Cabinet  Maker,  Trinity 
Church  Terrace,  Ripon  ; April  24. 

Night  Rambles  in  quest  of  Lepidoptera. 
— It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  many 
of  your  readers  if  I give  an  account  of 
my  night  rambles  in  search  of  Lepi- 
doplera. Having  taken  the  hints  thrown 
out  several  times  by  the  ‘ Intelligencer  ’ 
of  the  advantages  of  night  work,  I deter- 
mined to  put  it  in  practice  this  spring, 
and  accordingly  I commenced  on  the  7th 


of  February, — a cold,  frosty,  uncomfort- 
able night, — and,  after  searching  hedge- 
rows and  any  warm-looking  nook,  I at 
last  caught  sight  of  Hybernia  Leucophe- 
aria,  on  the  top  of  some  dry  grass,  blow- 
ing to  and  fro  in  the  wind : I took  several 
of  the  species  during  the  next  fortnight, 
and  also  several  larvae  of  Leucania  Fallens 
and  Mania  Typica,  March  was  also  very 
cold,  but  it  produced  Hybernia  Rupi- 
capraria,  H,  Frogemmaria,  Anisopteryx 
AEscularia  and  also  larvai  of  Epunda 
Lichenea,  Mania  Maura,  Triphcena  Fim- 
bria, Arctia  Villica  and  several  others. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  I went  to 
visit  the  sallows,  but  they  were  looking 
solitary  and  calkinless;  they  had  a most 
miserable  look  altogether,  and  so  I soon 
left  them.  April  was  cold  and  back- 
ward, and  the  nights  far  from  templing  for 
any  one  to  leave  a warm  room  to  ramble^ 
but  “ Perseverance  ” was  for  the  time 
my  motto.  I succeeded  in  taking  larvae 
of  Arctia  Villica,  Epunda  Lichenea  and 
Lutulenta,  Triphcena  Orhona  and  Fim- 
bria. On  the  7ih  I again  visited  the 
sallows;  it  was  a wet  night,  and,  in  the 
intervals  of  rain,  I took  my  positions, 
but,  though  the  catkins  were  just  coming 
in  bloom,  I saw  nothing.  A few  nights 
later  I again  tried  the  sallows,  when  a 
few  Teeniocampce  showed  themselves, 
such  as  Cruda,  Instabilis,  Stabilis  and 
Gothica  and  Scopelosoma  Satellitia  ; on 
ihe  trunks  of  trees  Biston  Frodromaria 
and  some  apterous-looking  species.  It 
seems  very  strange,  but  when  I saw  a 
cow-house,  with  rank  weedy  banks  around 
it,  I was  sure  to  find  larvae  there ; in  fact, 
the  larvae  of  Fhlogophora  Meticulosa  were 
as  thick  as  possible— they  were  in  swarms. 
In  this  way  I have  found  very  many 
larvae  that  I am  unacquainted  with,  par- 
ticularly on  the  dock ; one  must  turn 
the  leaves  over,  for  they  hide  under 
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fine  dry  grass ; I found  some  specimens 
of  Phragmatohia  Fuliginosa  on  the  lops 
of  it,  woven  together,  preparatory  to 
changing  to  the  pupa-state.  — R.  P. 
H.1RVIE,  8,  Keppel  Street,  Stoke,  Devon  ; 
April,  1860. 

Easier  in  Flintshire.  — The  sallows 
near  Mostj'ii  produced  about  a hundred 
specimens  of  the  following  insects  on  the 
evening  of  the  7th  of  April 

Tseniocampa  Gothica, 

...  Stahilis, 

...  Instabilis, 

...  Cruda, 

...  Rubricosa, 

...  Munda, 

Calocampa  Exoleta, 

Scopelosoma  Satellitia, 

Cerastis  Vaccinii. 

T.  Slabilis  was  the  most  abundant  spe- 
cies. On  the  sand-hills  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Dee  Eubolia  Lineolaria  was  just 
appearing  and  Ngssia  Zonaria  out  in 
considerable  numbers.  The  latter  insect 
has  been  almost,  if  not  quite,  exter- 
minated in  its  old  locality,  the  sand- 
hills of  New  Brighton,  entomologists 
and  starlings  having  hunted  it  unmerci- 
fully, and  bricks  and  mortar  encroached 
on  its  territory,  so  that  a new  locality 
was  a desideratum.  The  moth  emerges 
from  the  pupa  about  3 p.  m.,  and  is  found 
sitting  on  the  bare  sand;  it  is  very 
sluggish  during  the  day,  and  cannot  be 
induced  to  take  wing.  I shall  be  glad 
to  supply  any  friends  who  may  want  the 
insect,  having  secured  several  hundred 
specimens. 

Lord  Mostyn’s  Park,  studded  with 
noble  oaks,  is  close  to  the  station,  and 
we  rambled  through  it  without  moles- 
tation : trespassers  (whoever  they  may 
be)  are  warned  that  they  will  be  prose- 
cuted. There  is  apparently  much  good 
collecting-ground  in  the  neighbourhood 


of  Mostyn,  which  is  richly  wooded  with 
oak,  beech  and  fir,  and  narrow  glens, 
each  with  its  little  stream  and  tiny  water- 
fall, everywhere  intersect  the  hills,  and 
must  swarm  with  insects  in  the  summer. 
The  cliffs  are  carboniferous  limestones 
and  sandstones,  and  in  some  cases  pre- 
sent lofty  escarpments  clothed  with  ivy 
of  rare  luxuriance. — Edwin  Birchall, 
Birkenhead;  April  24. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Lepidopteea. 

Nepticuloe  bred. — I have  lately  bred 
specimens  of  N.  Aria  from  larvie  found 
in  the  leaves  of  Sorbus  Aria;  also 
iV.  Tormentilla,  from  the  larvie  which 
mine  the  leaves  of  Tormentilla  ereeta, — 
this  is  closely  allied  to  N.  aneofasciata ; 
likewise  two  specimens  of  N.  IJelian- 
ihemi,  bred  from  II.  vulgare ; and  four 
specimens  of  N.  Rhamnella,  bred  from 
Rhamnus  Calharticus ; this  we  had  at 
first  confused  with  N.  Calharticella,  but 
the  mine  and  the  perfect  insect  both 
differ.  We  have  also  bred  a few  speci- 
mens of  the  new  Lilhocolletis,  L.  Heli- 
anlhemi ; it  seems  very  constant  in  its 
markings.  — pR.  Hofmajjn,  Ratisbon; 
April  18. 

Lithocolletis  Belula  and  Gracilaria 
Pavoniella  bred. — I have  bred  several  of 
L.  Betula  from  larva  mining  the  upper 
side  of  birch  leaves;  and  I have  bred 
G.  Pavoniella  from  mined  leaves  of  Aster 
amellus  collected  by  Senator  von  Heyden, 
in  October  last,  near  Darmstadt.  The 
mine  on  that  plant  is  very  similar  to  the 
mine  found  here  on  Margarita  Bellidi- 
astrina.  Possibly  this  pretty  species  will 
yet  be  found  in  England. — Professor 
I'EKY,  Zurich  ; April  12. 
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Nepticula  Sericopeza  bred, — Dr.Wocke 
has  bred  this  species  fi'otn  larvae  found 
mining  the  leaves  of  Populus  Iremula,  in 
October  and  November;  the  mine  is 
very  similar  to  that  of  N.  argyropeza. — 
Ibid. 

Elachisla  Pullicomella. — I have  re- 
ceived from  Herr  Anton  Schmid,  of 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine,  some  larvae  of 
this  pretty  distinct  species.  It  mines 
the  leaves  of  Poa  nemoralis,  much  in  the 
style  of  a Cygnipennellalatva..  The  pupa 
is  under  a silken  covering,  resembling 
that  of  Rufocinerea, — H.  T.  Stainton, 
Mountsjield,  Lewisham  ; April  25. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Pcederus  litloralis. — I saw  this  morning 
a specimen  of  this  insect  running  along 
a dried  stem  of  the  common  fern,  when 
it  suddenly  stopped  and  appeared  very 
busy  with  something.  On  close  inspec- 
tion I found  it  bad  captured  a Chceloc- 
nema  dentipes,  of  which  there  were  several 
settled  on  the  plants  around.  The  little 
jumper  was  firmly  secured  under  the  fore 
legs  of  the  Brachelytron,  which,  with 
head  bent  down,  was  evidently  seeking 
to  get  a good  bite  at  its  victim,  but  the 
polished  armour  of  the  Chcetocnema  stood 
it  in  good  stead,  and  the  Paderus  seemed 
as  much  perplexed  as  a toothless  old 
gentleman  over  a tough  beefsteak.  The 
intended  prey  meanwhile  was  not  alto- 
gether passive,  but  made  one  or  two 
attempts  to  leap  away,  which  jerked  the 
frame  of  its  persecutor  and  made  an 
audible  click,  but  did  not  set  it  free. 
They  moved  round  to  the  other  side  of 
the  stem,  and  were  not  visible  for  a few 
moments,  when  the  Brachelytron  ap- 
peared alone  a short  distance  off,  and 
on  turning  over  the  fern-stem,  a Chcetoc- 
nema was  seen  hiding  in  a crevice,  but 
though  sluggish  it  proved  uninjured,  and 


perhaps  was  not  the  one  whose  life  had 
been  in  such  peril.  There  is  indeed 
nothing  novel  in  a Staph,  preying  on  its 
brother  Coleops,  but  it  might  scarcely  be 
thought  able  to  secure  such  a wary  and 
active  member  of  the  volligeur  family  of 
Halticw. — George  Guyon,  Ventnor,  Isle 
of  Wight;  April  21. 

Hemipteea. 

Ranatra  limaris. — Whether  this  cu- 
rious-looking creature  is  rare  or  only 
wants  looking  for  are  two  points  on  which 
I should  like  to  be  satisfied.  I have  seen 
no  recently-captured  specimens,  and  none 
of  my  friends  can  enlighten  me  as  to 
this.  It  ought  to  be  found  in  all  the 
dykes  in  the  fen  district,  and  also  around 
Canterbury,  where  these  dykes  serve  the 
purpose  of  hedges,  and  I should  therefore 
feel  greatly  obliged  if  any  one  who  is  in 
the  habit  of  taking  it,  or  who  would  try 
and  take  it,  would  send  me  up  a few  un- 
pinned specimens.  I intend  to  mount 
the  whole  of  the  Hemiptera,  large  and 
small,  on  cards.  To  enable  those  who 
do  not  know  this  water-bug  to  recognise 
it,  I believe  it  best  to  say  it  resembles  a 
piece  of  thin  reed-stem,  about  1^  inch 
long,  with  six  appendages  serving  as 
legs ; the  anterior  pair  stoutest  and  bent. 
— John  Scott,  13,  Torrington  Villas^ 
Lee,  Lewisham,  S.E. ; April  26. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange. — Having  a limited  number 
of  the  larvae  of  Melilaa  Cinxia,  I should 
be  glad  to  exchange  them  for  any  of  the 
following : — 

Argynnis  Adippe, 

...  Euphrosyne, 

Nemeobius  Lucina, 
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Theda  W-album, 

Limenitis  Sibylla, 

Smeriiitbus  Ocellatus, 

Saturnia  Pavonia-miuor, 
Chaerocampa  Porcellus. 

— Chables  E.  Elliott,  Holme  Isla, 
St.  Saviours,  Jersey ; April  25. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


British  Butterjlies.  Figures  and  De- 
scriptions of  every  Native  Species, 
with  an  Account  of  Butterfly  Develop- 
ment, Structure,  Habits,  Localities, 
Mode  of  Capture  and  Preservation,  ^-c. 
By  W.  S.  Coleman.  London : Rout- 
ledge,  Warue  and  Routledge. 

CoLOOBED  figures  of  all  our  butterflies 
for  three  shillings  and  sixpence ! where 
are  we  to  stop?  And  a cheap  edition 
with  uncoloured  plates  is  to  be  had  for 
one  shilling. 

Verily  the  butterfly-hunters  have  their 
pursuit  made  easy  with  a vengeance, — 
too  easy,  we  almost  fear.  Who  is  there 
that  puzzles  out  scientifically  the  name 
of  a plant  who  has  Sowerby’s  figures  to 
refer  to  ? In  like  manner,  who  will  study 
descriptions  of  butterflies  who  can  refer 
so  readily  to  their  portraits?  We  fear 
no  school-boy  will  take  the  trouble. 

Mr.  Coleman  has  certainly  assisted 
this  tendency,  because  he  has  almost 
omitted  descriptions  of  the  perfect  in- 
sects. Thus  of  Fanma  7o  he  says: — 

“ The  form  and  markings  of  this  spe- 
cies, so  distinct  from  every  other  of  our 
butterflies,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  plate;  and  as  to  its  colouring  I will 
not  do  it  the  injustice  to  attempt  a de- 


scription of  its  rich  perfection,  more 
especially  as  almost  every  reader  may 
hope  to  add  the  insect  to  his  collection 
during  his  first  year’s  hunting,  and  then 
he  can  study  its  beauties  for  himself.” 

We  presume  Mr.  Coleman  does  not 
anticipate  having  many  readers  in  Scot- 
land ! 

No  person  takes  much  interest  in  writing 
that  which  nobody  will  read  (unless  indeed 
it  should  be  an  autobiography),  and  hence 
we  can  understand  that  when  it  was  felt 
that  the  purchasers  of  the  volume  would 
turn  to  the  figures  and  skip  the  descrip- 
tive letter-press,  the  author  might  as  well 
spare  the  printer  the  trouble  of  setting 
up  pages  to  be  skipped. 

The  plates  are  printed  in  colours, — a 
mode  which,  though  it  admits  of  cheap- 
ness, does  not  impart  a finished  appear- 
ance to  the  portraits,  especially  when,  as 
in  Plate  XIII.  before  us,  the  red  block 
has  not  come  down  quite  square  over 
the  blue  one,  thus  imparting  to  our  dear 
friends  Argiolus,  Acis  and  Alsus  a bright 
red  costa  instead  of  the  purplish  tint 
that  was  intended.  But  accidents  will 
occur. 

As  a sample  of  the  writing  of  the 
volume  we  extract  the  following  notice 
of  the  Bath  White : — 

“ Of  all  the  members  of  this  while- 
winged  genus  that  inhabit  Britain,  this 
is  at  the  same  time  the  most  beautiful 
and  the  rarest.  The  capture  of  a Bath 
White  is  an  entomological  ‘ event,'  .and 
the  day  thereof  is  a red-letter  day  in  the 
fortunate  captor’s  life. 

“On  the  opposite  coast  of  France, 
however,  and  generally  on  the  Continent, 
far  from  being  a rarity,  this  is  one  of  the 
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cornraouest  butterflies, — a fact  diflicult 
for  an  English  collector,  removed  by 
only  a few  miles  of  sea,  to  realise  or 
I'econcile  with  the  extravagant  value  and 
importance  attached  to  a true  British 
specimen. 

“ The  remark  made  under  the  head  of 
the  Black-veined  White,  as  to  that  spe- 
cies eluding  the  net  of  the  novice,  by  its 
resemblance  to  a common  kind,  will 
apply  with  still  greater  force  to  this  one ; 
for  I suppose  there  are  few  even  of  the 
tolerably  experienced  ‘ hands  ’ who  could 
tell  this  from  the  two  last  described 
insects,  at  a short  distance.  One  curious 
circumstance  bearing  on  this  is,  that  a 
large  per-centage  of  the  Bath  White 
captures  in  this  country  have  been 
made  by  juvenile  beginners,  who  hunt 
and  catch  everything  they  see.  Common 
Whites  and  all.” 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 

Depressabia  Hofmanni. 

I am  uncertain  whether  the  egg  of 
this  species  is  laid  in  autumn  or  in 
spring:  the  young  larvae  may  be  found 
in  the  beginning  of  May  in  the  tubularly 
rolled  leaves  of  Athamanta  Libanotis ; 
when  the  larvas  are  older  they  draw  more 
of  the  leaf  together,  which  thus  appears 
much  contorted,  at  the  same  time  a 
considerable  amount  of  web  is  visible. 
The  larvae  are  full  fed  towards  the  end 
of  May,  and  then  undergo  their  change 
to  the  pupa  state,  either  among  the 
leaves  of  the  plant  or  in  a slight  cocoon 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Towards 
the  middle  or  end  of  June  the  perfect 
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insect  makes  its  appearance,  and  it  may 
be  met  with  during  the  following  month. 
It  has  not  yet  been  observed  to  hyber- 
nate. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


CURTAILED  NOMENCLATURE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — I much  regret  to  learn,  from  the 
letter  of  your  correspondent  “ Claudius,” 
that  it  is  a recognised  custom  among 

entomologists  to  speak  of  insects  by  their 

% 

specific  names  only. 

To  say  that  such  a plan  is  unscientific 
were  trite;  but  if  there  is  any  use  in  the 
binomial  nomenclature  of  the  great  Lin- 
nceus,  one  of  its  most  evident  advantages 
is  that  it  avoids  the  confusion  which 
must  constantly  ensue  if  the  specific 
names  only  are  mentioned. 

How  ambiguously  must  not  a man 
express  himself  if  he  speaks  of  his  speci- 
mens as  “ the  grey,”  “ the  dark,”  “ the 
little,”  when  such  terms  are  endlessly  re- 
peated through  dififerent  genera?  This 
may  do  very  well  so  long  as  our  attention 
is  confined  to  a small  group ; as,  among 
friends,  “Jack,”  or  “Tom,”  or  “Bill” 
may  answer  every  purpose,  but  with  the 
public  this  is  no  longer  intelligible. 

Besides  the  being  able  or  accustomed 
to  refer  an  insect  to  its  proper  genus  im- 
plies a certain  advance  towards  a higher 
knowledge.  I do  not  believe  any  true 
entomologist  is  content  with  a knowledge 
of  species  only.  Surely  the  little  trouble 
required  to  learn  the  extra  generic  name 
should  not  be  allowed  to  weigh  against 
the  precision  gained  by  its  use.  Nothing 
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seems  to  me  more  likely  than  the  present 
unfortunate  practice  to  give  colour  to  the 
ill-natured  remark  that  “ most  entomolo- 
gists are  no  naturalists,  but  mere  col- 
lectors.” 

Yours  obediently, 

A Briton. 
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Second  Edition,  •price  3s., 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
PANION. By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Athenaum. 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S 
ANNUAL  for  18.55,  Second 
Edition,  price  2s.  6d.,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing information  on  Collecting  and 
Preserving  Lepidoptera  by  H.  T. 
Stainton  : — 

1.  How  to  collect  Lepidoptera. 

2.  How  to  rear  Lepidoptera  from  the 
pupa  or  larva  state. 

3.  How  to  kill  Lepidoptera. 

4.  How  to  pin  Lepidoptera. 

5.  How  to  set  Lepidoptera. 

6.  How  to  arrange  Lepidoptera  in  the 
Collection, 

It  also  contains  Notes  on  the  Col- 
lecting and  Preserving  Coleoptera, 
by  T.  Vernon  Wollaston: — 

1.  Suggestions  where  Coleoptera  should 
be  looked  for. 

2.  The  apparatus  necessary  for  the  col- 
lector of  Coleoptera. 

3,  The  mode  of  preparing  the  specimens 
when  caught. 

From  it  containing  this  information,  this 
little  volume  is  of  great  value  to  all  be- 
ginners, and  some  may  be  incited  to 
greater  ardour  in  the  pursuit  by  reading 
the  “ Address  to  Young  Entomologists  at 
Eton,  Harrow,  Winchester,  Rugby,  and 
at  all  other  Schools.” 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row, 
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NATURAL-HISTORY  PRIZES. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Professor 
Henslow  we  have  received  a copy  of 
the  “ Rules  to  he  observed  by  Candi- 
dates for  the  Botanical  Prizes,  offered 
at  Marlborough  College  in  1861.” 

As  the  idea  of  giving  Entomological 
Prizes  to  youngsters  is  fast  gaining 
ground  in  this  country,  some  notice  of 
these  rules  for  the  Botanical  Prizes 
may  prove  serviceable  to  those  of  our 
readers  who  are  engaged  in  the  in- 
struction of  youth. 

“ Rule  I. — Each  candidate  must  be 
prepared  to  certify  that  every  specimen 
in  his  own  collection  was  procured  aud 
dried  by  himself.  One  half  of  the 
species  may  have  been  obtained  from 
any  part  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; 
the  rest  within  ten  miles  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

“Rule  II. — The  number  of  species 
must  not  be  less  than  260,  obtained 
within  fourteen  months,  viz.  from 
March,  1860,  to  May  21st,  1861. 

“Rule  III. — Each  specimen  must 
be  placed  on  a separate  piece  of  paper, 
but  not  fastened  down  in  any  way. 
The  papers  to  be  uniformly  sixteen 
inches  by  ten.  Any  paper  may  be 
used.  Old  newspapers  answer  for  this 
purpose. 


“Rule  IV. — The  species  to  be  ar- 
ranged, and  labels  neatly  written,  with 
the  Latin  and  English  names,  accord- 
ing to  Bentham’s  ‘ Manual  of  British 
Plants.’  The  localities  and  dates  to  be 
added,  and  the  labels  signed  by  the 
name  of  the  collector. 

“ The  prizes  to  be  determined  by 
the  number  of  marks,  according  to  the 
following  scale : — 

“ One  mark  for  every  label  correctly 
spelt,  provided  the  name  is  also  ac- 
curately given. 

“ One  to  three  marks,  according  to 
the  completeness  of  the  specimen  and 
the  beauty  of  its  preservation. 

“ Such  complete  illustrations  as  con- 
tain both  ilowers  and  fruit  well  dried 
should  command  three  marks. 

“ Although  the  candidates  are  at 
liberty  to  obtain  the  names  of  their 
specimens  in  whatever  way  they  can, 
those  who  secure  a sufficient  number 
of  marks  to  have  a chance  of  a prize 
will  then  have  their  own  powers  of 
classifying  and  naming  plants  tested 
as  follows.  The  additional  marks 
thus  obtained  will  be  added  to  the 
former. 

“ Twenty  specimens  selected  from 
each  collection  to  be  classed  and  named 
at  si(/ht  by  their  respective  collectors : 
thus — 

“ No.  1 . Dicotijledones  — Violacca  ■ — 
Viola — odorata. 

“ No.  20.  Monocohjledones — Aracece — 
Arum — maculatum. 
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“ Four  marks  as  a maximum  for  each 
species.  A quarter  of  au  hour  ought  to 
be  suIBcient  for  this. 

“Twelve  fresh  specimens  (Exotic  or 
British)  belonging  to  British  Orders, 
to  be  classed  as  far  as  Bentham’s  ‘ Ma- 
nual’ (allowed  to  be  consulted)  will 
admit  of  this,  and  eight  marks  as  a 
maximum  allowed  for  each. 

“ Three  quarters  of  an  hour  should 
be  sufficient  for  replying  to  these  ques- 
tions. 

“ As  the  maximum  which  these  tests 
allow  is  20  X 4 = 80  and  12  X 8 = 96 
(together  176),  it  is  easy  to  determine 
which  of  the  candidates  should  be 
selected  for  the  test  examination.  No 
one  can  have  a chance  of  a prize  whose 
marks  added  to  176  do  not  bring  him 
above  the  next  above  himself  for  marks 
obtained  for  the  dried  specimens.” 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 62  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswaler. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  6ic.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  Ikc.  86  North  I.ane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgatc. 


At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  iVc.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames, of  W.Bry den. 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  ofG.  Morgan, Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewishamynear  London,  S .E . No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anoni/mous  oommunica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a eolumn,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 
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TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

G.  F.  M. — We  are  quite  out  of  the 
Heiniptera  Catalogue  : we  have  written 
for  a fresh  supply,  and  expect  them  in 
the  course  of  the  summer.  As  soon  as 
they  reach  us  we  will  announce  their 
arrival. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Anthocharis  Cardamines. — During  the 
past  week  1 have  taken  six  fine  specimens 
of  Vanessa  Polychloros  and  one  of  Antho- 
charis Cardamines.  The  former  are  very 
abundant,  but  it  is  the  first  I have  seen 
of  the  latter  this  year.  I have  lately 
bred  specimens  of  Smerinlhus  Populi, 
Sphinx  Liguslri  and  Pygcera  Bucephala. 
— S.  W.  Smith,  jun,,  Beaumont  Villa., 
Northampton. 

Psyche  Fusca. — While  collecting,  with 
Mr.  Cribb,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hampstead,  on  the  29lh  of  last  month, 
I found  two  cases  of  Psyche  Fusca  upon 
Anemone;  and  yesterday  we  again  found 
several  more. — A.  D.  Taylor,  4,  Camp- 
bell Street,  Hall  Park,  Maida  Hill; 
May  7. 

Aleucis  Pictaria. — In  Epping  Forest, 
on  the  22nd  of  April,  I and  a friend 
took  twelve  specimens  of  this  insect.  I 
believe  this  to  be  a new  locality  so  near 
London. — Thomas  Eedle,  9,  Maidstone 
Place,  Goldsmiths’  Row,  Hackney  Road ; 
May  1. 

Adela  Cuprella. — Yesterday  I had  the 
pleasure  of  capturing  fifteen  males  and 
one  female  of  this  beautiful  species, 
flying  round  sallow-blossoms  on  Wim- 
bledon Common.  I saw  as  many  more, 
but  was  unable  to  take  them,  owing  to 
the  high  wind. — C.  Healy,  74,  Napier 
Street,  Hoxton,  N.  ; May  3. 


Coleophora  Larvce. — I found  larvae  of 
Coleophora  albitarsella  rather  common, 
on  the  leaves  of  ground-ivy,  at  Low 
Layton.  In  the  same  lane  is  also  to  be 
found  Coleophora  lineolea,  more  common 
than  I ever  saw  them  before,  as  many  as 
eight  or  nine  feeding  on  one  leaf.  I 
will  send  the  last-named  insect  to  any 
entomologists  wanting  it  who  will  pay 
postage  and  send  boxes.  — T.  Eedle, 
9,  Maidstone  Place,  Goldsmiths’  Row, 
Hackney  Road;  May  1. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Ptinus  germanus.  — On  the  29th  of 
April  I was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a 
series  of  this  fine  insect  (a  triton  amongst 
the  minnows,  his  congeners)  from  an  old 
stump  near  Pnrfleet,  Essex.  The  day 
being  excessively  hot,  and  having  more 
than  sufiSciently  tried  my  back  and  torn 
my  nails  by  turning  over  chalk  and  sharp 
flints  in  a pit  near  the  railway  station 
(where  I took  Pterostichus  ruficollis,  Har- 
palus  tardus,  azureus,  crihellum,  &c.),  I 
looked  about  for  more  sedentary  col- 
lecting, and  soon  found  a likely  piece  of 
wood  (in  fact,  an  ancient  gate  post), 
about  which  a very  elegantly  variegated 
species  of  bug  {Rhyparachromus  poda- 
grictts,  Steph.  ?)  was  actively  coursing  in 
the  sunshine  (here  I may  note  that  I 
have  found  the  same  insect  “ testivating” 
under  damp  stones  at  Gravesend  in  the 
hottest  part  of  the  season).  After  several 
vain  dabs  with  a wet  finger,  and  partial 
captures  of  fractional  specimens, — for,  like 
other  racers,  their  limbs  were  very  deli- 
cate,— my  bark-knife  laid  open  a crack  in 
the  stump,  wherein  appeared  two  or  three 
of  the  bug,  somewhat  torpid,  and  one 
Ptinus  germanus.  “Upon  this  hint  I” 
(spake  not,  but)  acted,  and  by  carefully 
scraping  and  examining  cracks  and  sur- 
face (for  the  body  of  the  post  was  loo 
hard  even  for  Ptinus  larva)  found  several 
examples,  many  of  which  were  compactly 
tucked  up  in  little  cocoons  of  agglutinized 
wood-dust,  but  no  pupae  came  under  my 
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notice,  though  the  larvoc,  apparently  full 
grown,  were  gnawing  away  violently. 
The  females  seemed  all  quiescent,  but 
quite  hard,  while  the  long-horned  males 
were  ready  for  flight,  many  of  them  un- 
furling their  expansive  wings  and  running 
quickly  when  turned  out  of  their  hiding 
places.  As  a coup  de  grdce  (for  which  I 
hope  not  to  be  stigmatized  as  a “ ra- 
vager”)  I put  my  collecting-paper  and 
waterproof  kneeling-pad  round  the  stump, 
and,  with  a large  stone,  rapped  violently 
on  the  top — sundry  ticking  falls  on  my 
traps  beneath  showing  that  the  specimens 
too  bashful  to  come  out  on  a first  intro- 
duction were  still  polite  enough  to  respond 
to  a more  urgent  invitation.  If  this 
notice  should  meet  the  eye  of  the  very 
respectable  and  clerical-looking  old  gen- 
tleman,  white  as  to  his  “ choker,”  who 
appeared  at  a loss  to  understand  the 
comfort  which  I derived  from  a periodical 
inspection  of  a little  bottle,  iu  the  rail- 
way carriage,  on  my  return  to  town,  he 
will  please  to  understand  that  I am  not 
a hopeless  lunatic,  as  he  seemed  to  think 
at  the  time ; but  that  it  is  a custom 
among  entomologists  to  derive  gratifica- 
tion from  the  sight  of  good  captures,  and, 
as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I have 
found  that  the  older  the  collector  the 
more  he  indulges  in  this  harmless  stimu- 
lant. My  captures  amounted  to  thirty, 
whereof  one  or  two  were  broken ; but 
I fear  I shall  have  none  to  give  away,  as 
nearly  all  are  booked  for  numerous  me- 
tropolitan co-Coleopterists. — E.  C.  Rye, 
284,  King’s  Road,  Chelsea,  S,  IF. 

Hemiptera. 

Cydnus  hicolor.  — At  Purfleet  I was 
somewhat  surprised  to  find  Cydnus  bi- 
color flying  about  and  alighting  on  the 
hot  paths  like  a Pcecilus  or  Amara,  and 
should  think  the  locality  first  rate  for 
this  order,  as  a correspondent  writes  me 
that  he  has  taken  Tv.lyra  maura,  AUia 
acuminata,  Alydius  calraratns  and  other 
good  species  there. — Iain. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The  Larva  of  Talerporia  pseudo-bom- 
bycella  carnivorous. — Last  week  I bred 
four  females  of  Diplodoma  marginepunc- 
tella  ; having  brought  home  a larva  of 
Taleeporia  pseudo-bombycella,  I put  it 
in  a jar  containing  the  females  of 
Z).  marginepunctella.  Yesterday,  upon 
my  reaching  the  jar  down  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  the  females  out  and  gum- 
ming them  to  a piece  of  card,  I found, 
to  iny  surprise,  that  the  larva  of 
T.  pseudo-bombycella  had  eaten  all  four. 
I then  put  the  larva  and  a dead  Mi- 
cropteryx  purpurella  into  a pill-box,  and, 
upon  opening  the  box  in  the  afternoon, 
I found  it  had  seized  the  dead  Pur- 
purella with  its  jaws,  and  was  eating  iu 
— Charles  Healy,  74,  Napier  Street, 
Hoxton,  N. ; May  1. 


EXCHANGE. 


Drotvn-lail  Larvae. — I have  distributed 
some  hundreds  of  the  larvae  of  Porlhesia 
Chrysorrhcea,  and  still  have  plenty  left 
for  any  one  who  wishes  for  them.  Those 
who  have  not  received  a supply  will 
please  to  understand  that  it  is  owing  to 
their  not  having  sent  return  postage  with 
their  boxes ; and  those  few  who  sent 
boxes  unpaid  will,  I presume,  have  re- 
ceived them  again  from  the  Post  Uflice, 
as  they  were  refused  here.  — R.  W . 
Wright,  4,  Gloucester  Terrace,  Victoria 
Park  Road,  Hackney,  N.E.;  May  3. 

Duplicate  Eggs.  — 1 have  eggs  of 
Clostera  Rcclusa  and  Sclenia  lllustraria 
to  dispose  of,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
receive  eggs  or  larvie  of  many  -spe- 
cies I do  not  possess. — II.  II.  Fre.mlix, 
Wateringbury,  Kent. 

Hemiptera. 

Pyrrhocoris  calmariensis. — Of  this  in- 
sect (the  Cimex  nplcrus  of  LinnaHis) 
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I shall  be  happy  to  forward  twelve  spe- 
cimens to  any  entomologist,  in  return 
for  twelve  postage-stamps.  It  is  a most 
beautiful  species. — G.  King,  85,  Loiver 
Union  Street,  Torquay ; May  7. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


Depeessaeia  Lib-vnotidella. 

The  egg  of  this  species  is  no  doubt 
deposited  in  the  spring  by  the  hybernated 
female,  at  least  I conclude  so  from  the 
late  appearance  of  the  larvo3,  for  it  is  not 
till  the  month  of  July  that  they  are  to 
be  met  with.  The  larvae  commence  by 
rolling  up  the  leaves  in  a tubular  form, 
but  afterwards  they  retire  to  the  umbels, 
which  they  contort  by  fastening  them 
together  with  silk,  but  each  larva  con- 
structs a silken  tube,  open  at  each  end, 
for  its  own  especial  protection  ; some- 
tims  as  many  as  seven  or  eight  larvae 
occur  in  one  umbel.  The  larva  is  full 
fed  towards  the  middle  or  end  of  August, 
and  then  it  generally  descends  to  the 
surface  of  the  earth',  where  it  constructs 
a whitish  cocoon,  and  then  undergoes  its 
change  to  the  pupa  state;  sometime.s, 
though  rarely,  the  transformation  takes 
place  in  the  umbel.  In  the  month  of 
September  the  perfect  insect  makes  its 
appearance. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


INSECT  TICKETS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  * Intelligencer  ' 

Sir, — Will  you  permit  me,  if  the  sub- 
ject is  not  exhausted,  to  mention  a plan, 
■ which  may  perhaps  recommend  itself  as 
embodying  many  of  the  different  sug- 


gestions which  have  appeared  in  your 
columns  ? 

Might  not  two  sets  of  tickets  be  used 
— the  one  to  register  the  history  and 
locality  of  each  insect,  the  other  to  indi- 
cate its  specific  name? 

What  I wish  to  propose  is  that  the 
two  operations  be  kept  distinct.  Let  the 
insect  be  registered  on  the  system  ad- 
vocated at  pp.  173  and  191  of  vol.  vii., 
beginning  each  fresh  thousand  by  placing 
at  the  top  of  the  label  an  A,  B,  C,  or 
1,2,  3,  &c.  This  will  leave  room  below 
for  the  initials  of  the  collector  or  of  the 
locality;  or  those  of  the  locality  might 
be  put  on  the  reverse  side.  It  would 
be  an  additional  advantage  if,  upon 
changing  his  ground,  the  collector  were 
to  use  a different  colour;  this  he  could 
easily  manage  by  tinting  with  a paint- 
brush the  paper  on  which  his  numerals 
are  printed. 

I would  reserve  a distinct  colour  for 
the  specific  numeral,  which  might  be 
placed  upon  the  same  pin,  but  over  the 
register  numeral.  Each  insect  so  sent 
out  from  a good  authority  would  have  a 
double  value,  as  authenticating  the  name 
no  less  than  the  locality.  Besides  poor 
“ Tyro  ” would  at  once  find  its  proper 
place  in  the  cabinet  without  the  least 
difficulty. 

But  uniformity  in  the  use  of  specific 
numerals  is  essential  to  the  success  of 
this.  We  have  now  two  Lists  of  our 
Lepidoptera,  following  quite  a different 
order.  I do  not  pretend  to  say  which  is 
best,  or  which  more  iu  use ; but  I do 
believe  it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should 
come  to  some  agreement  as  to  which  ot 
the  two  is  to  be  generally  adopted.  Even 
if  the  inferior  were  chosen,  the  advan- 
tages gained  in  uniformity  would  more 
than  compensate  the  loss  iu  other  re- 
spects. 
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But  why  not  have  a London  Com- 
mitlee  or  Congress  of  Lepidopterists, 
empowered  to  adopt  one  or  other,  or  to 
give  a third  arrangement  of  their  own  ? 
Then  let  them  print  a ‘ Loudon  Cata- 
logue of  British  Lepidoptera,’  to  which 
we  may  hereafter  conform  as  to  specific 
numerals. 

Yours,  &c., 

A Briton. 


ENTOMOLOGY  IN  AMERICA. 


In  No.  184,  p.  13,  we  called  attention 
to  the  doings  of  Dr.  Clemens  among  the 
Transatlantic  Micros. 

Dr.  Clemens  was  so  good  as  to  send 
us  a number  of  pupae  of  several  of  liis 
new  species  last  October,  and  now,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  two  small  moths 
have  made  their  appearance. 

One  feels  considerable  anxiety  about 
the  proper  location  of  the  insects  which 
have  just  emerged.  Dr.  Clemens  con- 
structed for  them  a new  genus,  Asj)i- 
disca,  and,  on  account  of  their  gay 
colouring,  applied  the  specific  name  of 
JSplendoriferella.  But  what  are  the 
affinities  of  this  Aspidisca  sptendorifer- 
ella  P 

At  a glance  the  insect  is  so  like 
Cemiosloma  scilella,  or  rather  lustralella, 
that  it  might  be  taken  for  it.  It  is  much 
smaller  than  C.  scilella,  and  has  only 
one  black  line  in  the  cilia,  which  runs 
straight  out  at  the  apex. 

The  insects  being  still  on  the  setting- 
board,  have  not  been  microscopically  in- 
vestigated, but  at  present  we  can  see  no 
eye-caps, — an  essential  difference  from 
Cemiosloma. 

Dr.  Clemens  lately  forwarded  to  us 
sketches  of  the  venation  of  the  wings  of 


his  new  genera,  and  we  are  thus  enabled 
to  compare  the  venation  of  Aspidisca 
with  those  of  C.  Laburnella  and  C.  sci- 
lella, which  our  readers  will  remember 
are  not  identical. 

With  the  venation  in  C.  scilella  we 
can  see  no  resemblance  in  the  American 
insect,  but  in  the  venation  of  C.  La- 
burnella there  is  more  similarity,  yet 
still  the  differences  are  quite  sufficient 
to  separate  the  insects  generically,  if 
their  other  characters  demand  such  a 
proceeding. 

The  subcostal  vein  of  the  anterior 
wings,  which  in  Laburnella  emits  two 
branches  towards  the  costa,  and  then 
terminates  furcate  on  the  hinder  margin, 
in  Splendoriferella  emits  one  branch 
towards  the  costa,  then  one  towards  the 
hind  margin,  its  furcate  extremity  going 
to  the  costa  and  towards  the  extieme 
apex.  The  median  vein,  distinct  enough 
in  Laburnella,  is  in  Splendoriferella  en- 
tirely wanting.  In  the  posterior  wings 
we^see  no  perceptible  difference,  except 
that  the  median  vein,  instead  of  ter- 
minating in  the  apex  (as  in  Laburnella), 
terminates  on  the  costa  in  Splendori- 
ferella. 

Dr.  Clemens  describes  the  larva  as 
“ without  legs  or  prolegs,”  and  he  tells 
us  that  “ it  weaves  a cocoon  between  the 
cuticles  of  its  mine,  and  cuts  out  a small 
oval  disk.”  Here  then  we  have  analo- 
gies with  Anlispila. 

It  will  strike  many  of  our  readers 
with  astonishment  that  an  insect  should, 
as  it  were,  combine  the  characters  of 
genera  so  widely  separated  ns  Cemiosloma 
and  Anlispila ; but  no  doubt  many 
astonishing  things  have  yet  to  be  learnt 
from  the  study  of  the  transformations  of 
Extra-European  Micro-Lepidoptera. 

As  probably  but  few  copies  of  Dr. 
Clemens’  descriptive  paper  have  yet 
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reached  Europe,  we  append  the  fol- 
lowing extract: — 

Aspidisca. 

“ Fore  wings  with  no  discoid  al  cell. 
The  subcostal  nervure  traverses  the 
middle  of  the  wing,  attenuated  from 
the  base  to  the  basal  third,  where  it 
gives  origin  to  a long,  marginal  branch, 
which  reaches  the  costa  at  the  apical 
third  of  the  wing ; near  the  tip  it  sub- 
divides into  three  short  branches,  one  of 
which  is  delivered  to  the  costa  behind 
the  tip,  one  to  the  tip,  without  attaining 
the  extreme  apex,  and  one  to  the  inner 
margin,  somewhat  behind  the  second 
marginal  branch.  The  median  nervure 
is  wanting.  The  submedian  simple. 
Hind  wings  with  no  discoidal  cell. 
The  subcostal  nervure  is  central  and 
attenuated  towards  the  base,  and  at 
about  its  apical  third  delivers  a branch 
to  the  inner  margin,  and  is  bifid  behind 
the  tip  of  the  wing.  The  median  is 
simple.  The  submedian  obsolete  or 
wanting. 

“ Size  extremely  small.  Head  and 
face  smooth,  covered  with  closely  ap- 
pressed  scales.  Face  rather  broad  and 
somewhat  produced  beneath  into  a point. 
Forehead  rounded.  Ocelli  none.  Eyes 
extremely  small,  not  visible  from  above, 
and  scarcely  visible  in  front.  Antennae 
held  extended  at  the  sides,  very  short, 
scarcely  one-half  as  long  as  the  anterior 
wings,  rather  obtuse  and  roughened  with 
scales.  Maxillary  palpi  none.  Labial 
palpi  none.  Tongue  none.” 

Then  follows  the  description  of  the 
imago  of  A.  splendoriferella,  which  we 
omit. 

“ The  larva  mines  the  leaves  of  Cra- 
tagus  tomentosa  early  in  September. 
The  mine  appears  at  first  as  a very 
narrow  line,  and  is  subsequently  ex- 
panded into  a small,  transparent  blotch. 
At  maturity  the  larva  weaves  a cocoon 


between  the  cuticles,  and  cuts  out  a 
small  oval  disk.  This  is  sometimes  car- 
ried quite  a distance,  and  is  ultimately 
secured  to  some  object  by  one  of  its  ends 
tied  down  on  a little  button  of  white  silk. 
It  enters  the  pupa  state  towards  the  latter 
part  of  September,  and  appears  as  an 
imago  early  in  spring. 

“ The  mature  larva  has  a head  much 
smaller  than  the  first  ring,  rounded  above, 
and  elliptical.  The  body  is  flattened, 
and  tapers  posteriorly  from  the  anterior 
rings.  The  segments  are  rather  deeply 
incised,  the  thoracic  obtusely  rounded  at 
the  sides,  and  the  rest  with  a minute 
lateral  nodule  or  mammilla.  It  is  with- 
out legs  or  prolegs,  but  on  the  second 
and  third  thoracic  rings,  on  both  the 
dorsal  and  ventral  surfaces,  are  spots  or 
cup-like  depressions,  one  on  each  side, 
capable  of  being  contracted  and  expanded. 
So,  likewise,  from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth 
inclusive,  on  the  ventral  surface  are 
transversely  placed  oval  spots,  similar  to 
the  thoracic,  and  one  on  each  segment. 
On  the  segment  next  the  last  is  a pro- 
tuberance, both  dorsal  and  ventral,  with 
two  cup-like  depressions  on  each  surface. 
These  are  not  supplied  with  hooks,  and 
if  they  are  substitutes  for  feet  must  act 
like  suckers.  They  are  all  pale  brown. 
The  head  is  dark  brown  ; the  body  brown 
with  blackish  spots  along  the  dorsal  and 
ventral  surfaces. 

“ When  the  larvae  are  young  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  discover  their  mines, 
and  the  transparent  blotch  is  not  much 
larger  than  the  cocoon,  leaving  a space 
in  which  the  ‘ frass  ’ is  collected.” 


A SINGULAR  Hybrid. — At  the  meeting 
of  the  Entomological  Society  yesterday 
evening,  Mr.  Henry  Cooke,  of  Brighton, 
exhibited  a singular  hybrid  of  the  genus 
Ephyra;  it  had  been  obtained  in  the 
following  manner: — Out  of  a number  of 
specimens  of  Ephyra  orbicularia  and 
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irilinearia,  which  Mr.  Cooke  had  shut  up 
in  pairs,  one  pair  duly  copulated, and  the 
female  (a  Trilinearia)  laid  eight  eggs. 
All  these  eggs  hatched,  and  the  larvse  fed 
readily;  some  of  the  larvae  were  pre- 
cisely like  the  larvae  of  Trilmea,  and  some 
were  precisely  like  the  larvae  of  Orbicu- 
laria  ; others  were  intermediate  between 
the  two ; all  fed  up  properly  and  went 
into  pupas,  but  only  one  moth  (and  that 
slightly  crippled)  made  its  appearauee. 
This  inseet  bore  no  resemblance  whatever 
to  Trilinearia;  indeed,  it  seemed  far 
more  like  Porata  and  Punctaria  than 
either  of  its  parents,  and  had  it  been 
taken  at  large  it  would  have  caused  con- 
siderable discussion  amongst  our  greatest 
savans. — H.  T.  Stainton  ; May  8. 


Price  2os., 
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BY  S.  J,  WILKINSON. 

This  work  forms  one  8vo  volume, 
uniform  with  the  series  of  the  ‘ lusecta 
Britanniea,’  and  contains  descriptions 
of  all  the  British  speeies  of  Tortricina, 
with  observations  on  their  habits  and 
loealities. 

“ Mr.  Wilkinson  has  described,  with 
great  accuraey,  from  original  specimens, 
three  hundred  speeies  of  these  insects. 
As  this  has  been  done  with  the  skill 
of  a master,  the  work  must  take  its 
place  beside  the  great  descriptive  works 
devoted  to  other  families  of  insects.” — 
Atheiueum, 

London  : John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 
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CLASSIFICATION. 

“Suppose,”  writes  Agassiz,  “that  the 
inuumerable  articulated  animals,  which 
are  counted  by  tens  of  thousands,  nay, 
perhaps  by  hundreds  of  thousands,  had 
never  made  their  appearance  npon  the 
surface  of  our  globe,  with  one  single 
exception ; suppose,  for  instance,  that 
our  lobster  (Homarus  Americanus)  were 
the  only  representative  of  that  extra- 
ordinarily diversified  type — how  should 
we  introduce  that  species  of  animal  into 
our  systems.^” 

Let  the  reader  endeavour  to  realize 
to  himself,  if  he  can,  the  conception 
of  a world  where  butterflies  and  moths, 
bees,  bugs  and  beetles  should  have  no 
existence ; let  there  be  no  centipedes, 
no  woodlice,  no  shrimps ; and  yet,  in 
this  world,  clothed  with  vegetation,  and 
populated  with  vertebrate  animals,  just 
like  our  own,  — and  not  devoid  of 
oysters,  snails  and  other  slimy  things, 
— let  him  imagine  a lobster ! 

To  what  class  of  the  animals  in 
that  world  is  it  to  be  referred  ? That 
is  the  question  propounded  by  Agassiz, 
— a question  of  vital  importance  to 
every  entomologist,  for  every  day  we 
may  have  to  deal  with  similar  pro- 


blems in  discussing  the  relationships 
of  novelties. 

“ How  should  we  introduce  that 
species  of  animal  into  our  systems? 
Simply  as  a genus  with  one  species,  by 
the  side  of  all  the  other  classes,  with 
their  orders,  families,  &c.,  or  as  a family 
containing  only  one  genus  with  one  spe- 
cies, or  as  a class  with  one  order  and  one 
genus,  or  as  a class  with  one  family  and 
one  genus?  And  should  we  acknow- 
ledge, by  the  side  of  Vertebrata,  Mol- 
lusca  and  Radiata,  another  type,  Articu- 
lata,  on  account  of  the  existence  of  that 
one  lobster,  or  would  it  be  natural  to 
call  it  by  a single  name,  simply  as  a 
species,  in  contradistinction  to  all  other 
animals?” 

Whether  Nemeobius  Lucina  was  re- 
lated to  the  ArgrjnnidcB  or  to  the  Ly- 
cceriidcB  was  once  a nice  problem  for 
the  student  of  British  butterflies  — and 
it  was  a problem  almost  identical  with 
that  propounded  by  Agassiz.  We  now 
know  that  it  is  the  sole  representative 
in  Europe  of  a family  extensive  enough 
elsewhere;  bnt  annihilate  every  other 
species  of  Erycinidce, — destroy  them 
from  the  face  of  the  globe, — and  what 
are  you  then  to  do  with  Nemeobius 
Lucina  P Would  it  thereby  become 
any  the  more  closely  related  to  Melilwa 
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Euphrosyne  or  Chrysophanus  Phlaas 
than  it  is  at  present? 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  dkc.  ‘ Recorder’  Olfice. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  ika.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 
AtKingston-on-Tliames,of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 

Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nichplsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham, of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Oflice,  Barker’s  Pool. 
At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 
At  York,  of  Robert  Suiitcr,  23  Stone- 
gate. 


Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
ns  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  he  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 

W.  L.,  Dumfries.— The  price  of  Wood’s 
‘Index’  is  four  guineas. 

W.  C.  T. — 1.  You  must  bruise  your 
laurel-leaves  yourself;  take  two  or  three 
at  a time  and  hammer  them  till  well 
bruised,  then  with  a pair  of  scissors  cut 
them  into  small  pieces,  and  place  them 
in  an  air-tight  vessel,  so  secured  that  the 
pieces  shall  not  roll  about  loose.  If  the 
jar  in  which  you  keep  them  fits  tight 
enough,  and  you  cut  up  a hundred 
leaves  or  so  to  start  with,  they  should 
retain  their  virtue  six  or  nine  mouths  at 
least.  Place  the  pill-boxes  which  con- 
tain your  captures  in  this  jar  along  with 
the  laurel-leaves,  and  the  insects  will 
soon  be  dead,  and  can  bo  set  at  your 
convenience.  2.  We  have  observed  the 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 


51 


descriptions  are  scanty ; the  figures  are 
as  good  as  you  can  expect. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidopteba. 

Grapta  C-album  at  West  Wickham. — 
On  the  29th  ult.  a hybernated  specimen 
of  G.  C-album  was  captured  by  Mr.  Holy- 
day  in  West  Wickham  Wood. — Charles 
Healy,  74,  Napier  Street,  Hoxton,  N.  ; 
May  14. 

Deilephila  Livorniea. — A fine  speci- 
men of  this  insect  has  just  been  brought 
to  me  to  set  out;  it  was  taken,  near  here, 
at  rest  among  some  grass  and  weeds  in 
a hedge,  and,  from  its  appearance,  cannot 
have  left  its  pupa-case  more  than  a couple 
of  days. — Rev.  J.  Hellins,  Exeter; 
May  14. 

Deilephila  Livorniea. — On  the  evening 
of  the  13lh  I succeeded  in  capturing 
three  specimens  of  this  insect  hovering 
over  the  flowers  of  the  white  Narcissus, 
their  flight  being  precisely  like  that 
of  M.  Stellatarum. — R.  M.  Stewart, 
3,  Park  Place,  Torquay,  Devon  ; May  14. 

[Mr.  Stewart  has  kindly  forwarded  to 
us  one  of  his  specimens,  and  we  can 
testify  to  its  being,  like  the  specimen 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Hellins,  in  excellent 
condition  and  apparently  quite  fresh  from 
the  pupa,] 

Cerura  Bicuspis.  — Some  of  your 
readers  will  probably  be  interested  in 
hearing  that  the  pupa  of  Bicuspis,  which 
I found  near  York  last  summer,  pro- 
duced a fine  male  on  Thursday  last,  the 
10th  inst.,  and  I am  informed  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Birks,  to  whose  kind  care  I 
entrusted  it  during  my  absence  liom 
home,  that  it  emerged  between  the  hours 
of  7 p.  M.  and  12  p.m. — T.H.  Allis; 
May  14. 

Notodonta  Carmelita  at  West  Wick- 
ham,—1 had  the  pleasure  of  taking  a 


female  specimen  of  this  much-prized  in- 
sect, on  the  14th  instant,  at  West  Wick- 
ham.— Charles  Holyday,  16,  Hunts- 
worth  Terrace,  Portman  Market,  N.  W.  ; 
May  15. 

Gastropacha  ilieifolia. — On  the  30th 
of  April  I took  a ramble  to  the  Moors,  in 
search  of  the  pupte  of  Phragmatobia  fuli- 
ginosa,  of  which  1 found  several,  and 
amongst  them  a chrysalis  of  G.  Ilieifolia  ; 
the  perfect  insect  emerged  on  the  9th 
inst.  I am  told  it  is  very  rare  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  having  never  been 
found  near  Ripou  before. — W.  Lickley, 
High  Skillgate,  Ripon  ; May  14. 

Selenia  illustraria.  — Notwithstanding 
the  almost  unparalleled  severity  and 
backwardness  of  the  season,  this  fine  in- 
sect made  its  appearance  as  early  as  the 
29th  of  April,  on  which  day  a beautiful 
specimen,  newly  emerged,  was  observed 
sitting  upon  the  trunk  of  a hornbeam  tree 
in  Cokethorpe  Wood. — S.  Stone,  Bright- 
hamplon,  Witney,  Oxon;  May  II, 

Gelechia  mulinella. — The  larvae  of  this 
species  is  in  the  utmost  abundance  in 
the  flowers  of  the  Furze  on  Hampstead 
Heath. — C.  Healy,  74,  Napier  Street, 
Hoxton,  N.;  May  14. 

Coleophora  olivaceella. — This  appears 
to  be  very  scarce.  I find  the  cases  of  it 
iu  a very  circumscribed  locality  near 
here,  with  Solitariella,  in  the  proportion 
of  one  of  the  former  to  about  200  of  the 
latter.  I have  only  found  two  as  yet 
this  season.  Two  years  since  I found  it 
in  the  same  place,  but,  considering  the 
cases  as  mere  varieties  of  Solitariella, 
did  not  attempt  to  breed  them. — Robert 
M'Lachlan,  Forest  Hill ; May  9. 

Coleophora  ulcyonipennella.  — This  I 
found  feeding  on  Serralula  tincloria,  a 
plant  closely  allied  to  Cenlaurea. — Ibid. 

Bucculalrix  aurimaculella. — Those  iu 
want  of  this  pretty  species  should  search 
the  under  side  of  the  leaves  of  its  food- 
plant,  Chrysanlhemum  Leucanthemum. 
for  the  cocoons;  on  the  leaves 
cocoons  in  which  the  0-“* 
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goes  its  larval  metamorphosis,  and  whieh 
generally  contain  the  cast-skin,  are  very 
common. — Ibid. 

A Night  on  the  Fells  in  April. — During 
the  winter  I arranged  with  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Kendal,  to  have  a night  or  two  on  the 
Fells  with  him  in  spring,  and  so  on  the 
22nd  I found  myself  at  Kendal,  fully 
equipped  for  anything,  from  fossil  hunting 
to  fishing,  sallow  hunting  to  sugaring, 
larva  hunting  to  birds’  nesting,  all  in- 
cluded, and  found  him  ready  and  anxious 
to  be  off.  We  were,  accompanied  by  his 
friend  Mr.  Roxbourgb,  who  proved  an 
excellent  assistant.  Our  route  lay  over 
Kendal  Fell  to  Brigateer,  thence  under* 
Coot  Scan  to  Low  Fell,  Underbarrow; 

I have  collected  upon  this  rough  Fell  in 
June  and  July  with  satisfaction  to  my- 
self, and  so  felt  desirous  of  testing  its  pro- 
ductiveness in  spring.  • Once  on  the  Fell, 
umbrellas  out,  one  beats,  another  holds 
umbrellas,  the  other  examines  the  debris, 
and  the  result  is  no  end  of  small  larvae 
from  the  junipers — Geoinetrina,  Tortri- 
cina  and  Tineiua, including  Thera  Coni- 
ferala  of  Curtis.  Tired  of  this  we  took 
to  mothing  at  dusk ; the  captures  were 
Larentia  multistrigaria,  one  Phibalap- 
tergx  polygraminata,  and  one  specimen 
of  Eupithecia  Helvelicaria.  Mr.  Kox- 
bourgh  now  led  off  down  the  centre  of 
the  Fell  with  sugar,  we  following  him, 
one  looking  at  the  sugar,  the  other  larva 
hunting.  On  the  crags  and  slopes  sugar 
wasted  its  sweetness  (truly  “ in  the  de- 
sert air”),  and  when  larva  hunting  be- 
came useless,  as  it  did  after  1 1 p.m.,  we 
re-crossed  the  Fell  to  some  sallows  we 
had  marked  under  Coot  Suair:  here  the 
usual  sallow-feeders  were  found,  but  not 
abundant.  Orthosia  munda  was  par- 
ticularly well  marked,  but  what  we 
marked  most  were  the  beautiful  P.  pohj- 
grammata  sijrping  supper  on  the  sallows; 
as  I had  never  seen  the  species  alive 
before,  I marked  it  the  first  red-letter 
day  of  the  season  18(50.  When  there 
was  nothing  left  on  the  sallows,  except 


Scotosia  dubitata,  we  reluctantly  turned 
our  faces  towards  Kendal,  jolly  as  chil- 
dren whose  day  had  been  all  pleasure. — 
C.  S.  Giikgson,  Fletcher  Grove,  Stanley, 
near  Liverpool. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Badister  peltatus. — On  the  9th  of  April 
I made  a hurried  foray  upon  the  haunts 
of  this  hitherto  very  rare  species,  near 
Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  where  a most 
valued  correspondent  (W.  K.  B.) — now, 
alas ! retired  to  sterner  duties — discovered 
it  two  years  ago,  the  only  other  know'ii 
locality  being  H — mm— th  M — sh — s, 
— a place  whose  name  is,  and  has  been 
so  often,  spoken  and  written  about  that 
it  is  a very  household  word  amongst  all 
metropolitan  wielders  of  the  bark-knife 
and  digger.  Here,  environed  by  bricks 
and  mortar,  some  five  or  six  examples 
have  been  taken  at  long  intervals,  and 
well  do  I remember  the  awe  and  wonder 
with  which  I viewed  a single  specimen, 
captured  under  the  very  noses  of  neigh- 
bouring Coleopterists,  and  exhibited  at 
the  Society  by  one  of  its  most  able  and 
fiery  members;  many  a fruitless  hunt 
and  longing  expectation  has  that  speci- 
men caused  me,  and  many  a luckless 
little  Anchomenus  fuliginosus  has  been 
bottled  to  make  sure  of  not  rejecting  the 
rarer  species  in  the  hurry  of  collecting. 
What  then  was  my  delight,  when,  guided 
to  its  original  Lincolnshire  haunt,  I bud 
the  vast  pleasure  of  taking  a real  live 
Peltatus  myself.^  Words  could  not  de- 
scribe it;  so  I did  not  say  much  about 
it,  but  worked  hard,  and  finally  look  up- 
wards of  seventy  specimens  between  two 
o’clock  and  five;  the  weather  not  being 
hot  by  any  means  (in  fact,  it  snowed 
nearly  all  the  time),  there  were  no  strag- 
glers out,  but  I soon  found  the  way  to 
get  the  insect  was  to  slice  the  banks  with 
a knife  and  expose  under-ground  nooks 
and  corners ; at  one  time  I had  as  many 
as  six  in  my  hand  at  once.  Wearied  at 
last  of  taking  Peltatus  (us  a man  must 
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get  wearied  even  of  pine  apple,  cbam- 
pagne,  truffles,  pdiS  de  foie  gras,  or  any 
other  luxury),  on  the  next  day,  under  the 
same  guidance,  I tried  the  surrounding 
country,  in  hopes  of  finding  some  real 
fens, — there  being  nothing  particularly 
different  between  Boston  and  Battersea, 
as  far  as  I could  see,  saving  an  absence 
of  trees  in  the  former, — but  no  reedy 
haunts  of  Chlcenius  holosericeus  and  Dro- 
7nius  longiceps  were  to  be  found, — hardly 
anything  but  the  eternal  Pellalus,  which, 
sparingly,  turned  up  miles  from  its  first 
place  of  capture,  where  also  the  com- 
monest Staph,  appeared  to  be  Cryptohium 
fiactieorne — by  no  means  a drug  in  the 
South.  Of  other  species  the  only  note- 
worthy were  Anchomenus  viduus  and 
Badisler  unipustulalus,  and  the  London 
district  Skrimshiranus , vespertinus,  con- 
sputus  and  luridus;  Barynotus  mcerens, 
Quedius  maurorufus,  Slenus  oculatus, 
lalifrons,  paganus  and  pusillus.  How 
another  Coleopterist  came  from  the  North, 
and  how  more  Peltatus  fell,  and  how 
fresh  journeys  were  made  after  my  de- 
parture, and  how  Livens  was  taken,  will 
doubtless  appear  in  “ another  place,”  as 
they  say  in  the  House  of  Commons. — 
E.  C.  Rye,  284,  King’s  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W. 

Phcedonfastuosa. — To-day  I have  taken 
a great  many  fresh  specimens  of  this  in- 
sect, and  I shall  be  happy  to  supply 
those  to  whom  I have  promised  it  and 
any  one  else  wauling  it,  either  mounted 
on  card  or  relaxed,  if  they  will  send  a 
small  pill-box  and  stamp.  The  best  way 
to  ensure  the  safely  of  the  boxes  is  to 
pack  a small  one  inside  a larger,  stuffing 
the  interstice  well  with  wool.  I have 
also  the  following  species  to  spare : — 
Dromius  glabratus, 

Anomala  Frischii, 

Bembidium  4-gultatum, 

...  pallipes ; 

the  latter  not  very  good.  I also  cap- 
tured to-day,  by  sweeping  grass,  some 
line  specimens  of  Cionus  pulcheltus. — 


R.  Tyeeb,  jun..  Hill  House,  Eye,  Suf- 
folk; May  12. 

A Family  Party. — In  searching  for 
bugs  I lately  dropped  upon  a locality  in 
which  the  following  species  of  the  Cas- 
sidtE  family  had  formed  a settlement, 
viz.  Cassida  ruhiginosa,  C.  obscurata  and 
C.  ohsoleta.  It  was  a bank  covered  with 
coarse  herbage,  intermingled  with  moss, 
among  which  the  above  species  were 
found  in  some  numbers.  Separated  from 
this  bank  by  a narrow  lane  was  a higher 
and  drier  one,  upon  which  C.  nohilis  had 
established  itself;  this  species,  however, 
occurred  much  more  sparingly  than  either 
of  the  others,  two  examples  only  having 
been  met  with.  I have  a few  unpinned 
and  unset  specimens  of  C,  oisoZeia,  which 
I shall  feel  pleasure  in  sending  to  any 
Coleopterist  in  want  of  the  species ; 
boxes  need  not  be  sent,  nor  will  any  re- 
turn whatever, save  a line  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  insects,  be  expected. — 

S.  Stone, Brighlhampton,Witney,  Oxon; 
May  11. 

Hammersmith. — Among  an  immense 
number  of  the  usual  insects  taken  at  the 
above  prolific  locality,  we  have  to  record 
the  capture  of  Achenium  depressum.  This 
we  believe  to  be  the  first  time  this 
beautiful  insect  has  been  taken  here. — 
A.  & M.  Solomon,  6,  Spenser  Road, 
Newington  Green;  April  21. 

Wimbledon. — On  the  6th  instant  we 
paid  a visit  to  the  above  place,  under  the 
pilotage  of  a gentleman  well  acquainted 
with  the  best  spots  in  this  fine  locality. 
Among  a great  variety  of  captures  w-e 
think  the  following  worthy  of  notice : — 
E.  sanguiuolentus  (6), 

C.  arvensls  (6), 

A.  sexpunctatus  (10), 

A.  versutus, 

S.  dorsalis, 

P.  strenuus  (9), 

P.  versicolor, 

O.  rotundatus, 

A.  vulgaris. 

— Ibid. 
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Recent  Captures. — Among  tbe  Cole- 
opterous captures  of  the  past  month  the 
following  species  occur ; — 

Dinarda  dentata, 

Claviger  foveolatus, 

Lomechusa  strumosa, 

Oliorhjnchus  rugifrons, 

Myrmedonia  fuuesta, 

Oxypoda  viitata, 

Salpingus  picere, 

with  several  species,  only  local  from 
affecting  fir  woods,  such  as  Coccinella 
ocellata,  C.  18-gutlata,  &C.  Mr.  G.  F. 
Mathew  was  the  fortunate  captor  of 
L.  Strumosa,  and  my  brother  look  many 
species  of  Hemiptera  which  it  would  be 
premature  to  mention  at  present.  The 
present  list  may,  however,  stimulate  some 
readers  to  brave  the  mandibles  of  F.fuli- 
ginosa  or  the  sling  of  M.  rubra. — W.  D. 
CuoTCH,  Uphill  House,  Weston-super- 
Mare;  May  10. 

Hemiptera. 

Hemiptera  from  the  Fens. — I shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  any  one  in  want  of  the 
marsh  species  of  Hemiptera,  as  I shall 
only  take  a pair  of  all  I meet  with,  unless 
any  one  wants  them.  I am  glad  to  hear 
they  are  to  be  described. — W.  Winter, 
Aldeby,  near  Beccles  ; May  11. 

Fodops  inunctus. — Among  the  Cassidae, 
for  the  names  of  the  different  species  of 
which  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Douglas,  was 
found  a single  example  of  an  insect 
which  that  gentleman  informs  me  is  the 
above-named  bug. — ’S.  Stone,  Bright- 
hampton,  Witney,  Oxon  ; May  11. 


EXCHANGE. 

Papilio  Macliaon  and  Satumia  Car- 
pini. — Having  a few  pupa;  of  the  above 
to  spare,  I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
any  gentleman  who  can  supply  me  with 
pupa;  of  Smerinthus  Tilim  in  exchange. 
Please  to  write  first,  and  those  not  bearing 
from  me  in  a few  days  to  conclude  I am 


supplied.  — H.  W.  Fox,  9,  Brompton 
Row,  London,  iS.W. ; May  14. 

Saturnia  Pavonia-mmor.  — If  any  of 
those  to  whom  I sent  eggs  or  larvae  of 
(S'.  Pavonia-minor  last  year  have  been 
unsuccessful  in  rearing  them,  I shall  be 
glad  to  send  them  specimens  of  the  per- 
fect insect,  if  they  will  forward  prepaid 
boxes,  and  if  they  can  oblige  me  with  any 
local  species  I will  pay  return  postage. 
I have  larvae  of  Hypogymna  Dispar  and 
Lasiocampa  Quercus,  which  I should  be 
glad  to  exchange  for  any  local  species. — 
James  Varley,  Almondbury  Bank,  Hud- 
dersfield; May  14. 

Eggs  of  Macaria  Notata  wanted. — I 
wish  very  much  indeed  to  see  Macaria 
notata  in  the  larva  state,  and  if  any  one 
will  forward  me  a few  eggs  or  caterpillars 
I will  make  him  the  best  return  1 am 
able.  — Rev.  J.  Hellins,  Chaplain’s 
House,  County  Prison,  Exeter. 


A HOAX. 


In  our  No.  187,  May  5lh,  18G0,  appeared 
a notice  of  the  occurrence  of  pupa;  of 
Acheron tia  Atropos  in  a hot-bed  frame  at 
Beverley.  This  notice  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  several  of  our  Beverley  cor- 
respondents, two  of  whom  wrote  to  us  to 
assure  us  that  the  statement  was  un- 
founded. 

Since  then  a denial  of  the  fact  by  the 
reputed  author  of  the  statement  has  been 
sent  to  us  for  publication. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ IntcUigcucer.' 

Sir, — Having  seen  the  original  notice 
sent  up  to  you  for  insertion  in  the  ‘ In- 
telligencer,’ concerning  the  pupa;  of  the 
Death’s  Head  moth,  and  to  which  iny 
name  is  attached,  I beg  to  contradict  the 
statement,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  deny 
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having  written  it,  or  having  known  any 
tiling  of  its  origin. 

John  Riciiakdson. 

Ripon, 

May  14,  1860. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINE  IN  A. 


Dkpbessaria  Furvella. 

The  egg  of  this  species  is  probably 
laid  in  spring,  but  I am  not  aware  that 
hybernated  specimens  of  the  perfect  in- 
sect have  hitherto  been  met  with.  The 
larva  may  be  found  towards  the  end  of 
May,  feeding  between  united  leaves  of 
Dictamnus  fraxinella  ; it  draws  several 
leaves  together,  or  ties  together  two  twigs 
of  the  plant ; about  the  middle  of  J une  it 
is  full  fed,  and  frequently  changes  to  the 
pupa  state  without  quitting  the  habita- 
tion which  it  has  constructed.  Early  in 
July  the  perfect  insect  makes  its  ap- 
pearance, and  may  be  met  with  during 
that  and  the  following  months. 

Depressaria  Parilella. 

The  egg  is  probably  deposited  in 
spring,  but  on  this  point  we  have  no  in- 
formation. The  larva  feeds  solitarily  on 
the  leaves  of  Peucedanum  oreoselinum 
and  P.  Cervaria.  It  commences  feeding 
in  June,  and  is  full  fed  about  the  end  of 
that  month.  The  perfect  insect  makes 
its  appearance  in  July  and  August. 

Depressaria  Cnicella. 

The  egg  is  probably  deposited  in  the 
autumn,  for  I am  not  aware  that  the 
perfect  insect  hybernates.  The  larva 
feeds,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the 
heads  of  Eryngium  campesire,  drawing 
the  leaves  and  shoots  together,  and 


much  interfering  with  the  growth  of  the 
plant;  from  ten  to  twelve  larvie  are 
generally  found  in  company  together; 
at  the  end  of  May  the  larvse  are  full  fed 
and  descend  to  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
where  they  undergo  their  change  to  the 
pupa  state.  In  about  three  weeks  the 
perfect  insect  makes  its  appearance,  and 
may  be  met  with  in  the  months  of  J une 
and  July. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


Dr.  Herrich-Schasefer’s  Critical 
Remarks  on  Wilkinson’s  ‘ British 
Tortrices.’ — In  the  May  number  of 
Herrich-Schieffer’s  ‘ Correspondenzblatt’ 
we  read  some  interesting  criticisms  on 
English  Lepidopterology,  and  as  it  is 
always  instructive 

“ To  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us," 

we  re-produce,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
more  advanced  readers,  the  following 
critical  observations : — 

“Wilkinson’s  work  gives  ample  de- 
scriptions of  all  the  Tortrices  hitherto 
found  in  England  (298  species),  with 
Latin  diagnoses,  size,  notices  of  scarcity 
or  abundance,  special  localities,  period  of 
appearance,  and  varieties  ; then  short  de- 
scriptions of  the  larvae  and  their  food,  as 
far  as  known.  In  the  names  of  the  spe- 
cies only  the  first  author  is  mentioned, 
all  synonymy  is  omitted,  and  we  are  re- 
ferred to  Doubleday’s  ‘ Synonymic  List,’ 
1849  (lately  re-issued,  1859),  and  to  the 
‘List  of  the  Specimens  of  British  Animals 
in  the  Collection  of  the  British  Museum,’ 
Part  X.,  1852.  This  reference  of  course 
saves  much  space,  and  may  be  of  little 
inconvenience  to  the  English  entomolo- 
gist, amongst  whom  this  Museum  Cata- 
logue is  widely  circulated,  and  this  in- 
convenience is  the  less  felt  by  them,  as 
they  hardly  trouble  themselves  at  all 
about  the  Continental  synonymy.  They 
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maintain  for  all  species  the  names  of 
Haworth,  but  the  insects  were  so  badly 
described  by  Haworth  in  1812,  so  badly 
indeed  that  neither  Stephens  nor  Wood 
were  able  to  recognise  the  greater  part  of 
them,  and  their  identity  has  since  been 
ascertained  by  recent  investigations  of 
Haworth’s  collection,  and  by  a careful 
comparison  of  all  the  species  which  are 
found  in  England  with  the  insufficient 
descriptions,  thus  demonstrating  that 
under  this  or  that  species  Haworth  could 
have  meant  nothing  else.  So  overstrained 
an  extension  of  the  law  of  priority  will 
probably  never  be  universally  accepted ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  those  Haworlhian 
names  should  be  adopted,  of  which  the 
species  w'ere  recognised  by  Stephens  and 
Wood,  and  the  greater  number  repre- 
sented by  the  latter  in  recognisable 
figures,” 

The  extent  of  misconception  involved 
in  the  latter  sentences  is  very  cousider- 
able ; but  we  give  the  passage  without 
correction,  in  order  that  our  readers  may 
see  how  an  intelligent  German  can  be 
perplexed  by  the  doiugs  and  writings  of 
English  entomologists. 


To  Entomologists, 


Mr.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  Sell  by 
Auction,  at  his  Great  Room,  38, 
King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  on  Tuesday, 
May  22,  at  half-past  12  o’clock  precisely, 
SEVERAL  SMALL  COLLECTIONS 
of  BRITISH  INSECTS,  and  A FEW 
EXOTIC  from  INDIA,  Australia,  &c., 
some  of  them  scarce,  together  with  a 
MAHOGANY  CABINET  of  Thirty- 
six  Drawers,  Corked  and  Glazed,  and 
a large  number  of  Corked  Boxes. 

On  view  the  day  before  and  morning 
of  Sale,  and  Catalogues  had,  if  for  the 
country,  by  enclosing  two  stamps. 


Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6d.,  cloth  hoards, 
2s. 

The  lepi do pterist’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidaplcra, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago,  * 
Larva  and  Pupa  states;  with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larva;-food.  By 
Joseph  Merrin, 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London  ; E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
recei|)t  of  Is.  Gd.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Price  3s.  Gd., 

The  WORLD  OF  INSECTS; 

A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
J.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edward  Nfwmam 
Printer , of  No. 9,  Devonshire  Street,  Hishops. 
gale  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex.— Sutarday,  May  JO,  IBOO. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

“ Every  animal  and  plant,”  remarks 
Agassiz,  “ stands  in  certain  definite  re- 
lations to  the  surrounding  world ; some, 
however,  like  ihe  domestic  animals  and 
the  cultivated  plants,  are  capable  of 
adapting  themselves  to  various  condi- 
tions • more  readily  than  others ; hut 
even  this  pliability  is  a characteristic 
feature.  These  relations  are  highly 
important  in  a systematic  point  of 
view,  and  deserve  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  naturalists. 
Yet  the  direction  which  zoological 
studies  have  taken  since  Comparative 
Anatomy  and  Embryology  began  to 
absorb  almost  entirely  the  attention  of 
naturalists  has  been  very  unfavourable 
to  the  investigation  of  the  habits  of  ani- 
mals, in  which  the  relations  to  one  ano- 
ther and  to  the  conditions  under  which 
they  live  are  more  especially  exhibited. 
We  have  to  go  back  to  the  authors 
of  the  preceding  century  for  the  most 
interesting  account  of  the  habits  of 
animals,  as  among  modem  writers  there 
are  few  who  have  devoted  their  chief 
attention  to  the  subject.  So  little,  in- 
deed, is  its  importance  now  appre- 


ciated that  the  students  of  this  branch 
of  Natural  History  are  hardly  acknow- 
ledged as  peers  by  their  fellow-inves- 
tigators, the  anatomists  and  physiolo- 
gists, or  the  systematic  zoologists. 

“And  yet,” — we  trust  our  readers  will 
mark  well  the  following  sentence, — 
“ without  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  animals,  it  will  never  be 
possible  to  ascertain  with  any  degree 
of  precision  the  true  limits  of  all  those 
species  which  descriptive  zoologists  have 
of  late  admitted  with  so  much  con- 
fidence into  their  works.  And,  after 
all,  what  does  it  matter  to  Science, 
that  thousands  of  species,  more  or  less, 
should  he  described  and  entered  in 
our  systems,  if  we  know  nothing  about 
them.?” 

No  doubt  these  remarks  of  Agassiz 
will  raise  up  a host  of  objectors;  yet 
still  the  question  will  remain,  “ What 
does  it  signify  to  Science  that  thousands 
of  species  should  be  described,  if  we 
/mow  nothing  about  them  P ” Some 
knowledge,  derived  from  observation, 
respecting  six  species  has  always  ap- 
peared to  us  of  more  value  than  de- 
scriptions of  six  hundred  species,  con- 
cerning the  habits  of  which  nothing 
can  be  recorded. 
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All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Monntsjleld, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonijmous  oommunica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  hut 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


E.  Halliday,41  , Green  Hill,  Halifax. 
— Please  send  Is.  Gd.  more  to  complete 
the  half-year’s  payment : the  transmission 
of  money  for  a few  numbers  prospectively 
necessitates  book-keeping  which  must  be 
avoided. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidopteba. 

Anthocharis  Cardamines. — On  the  18th 
inst.  I captured  a fine  female  A.  Carda- 
mines in  this  neighbourhood.  I believe 
this  is  not  a common  insect  here. — 
C.  W.  R.  Ramsaa%  Sanchie  House, 
Stirling ; May  19. 

Deilephila  Livornica. — My  son,  Edwin 
G.  W.  King,  captured  a specimen  of  this 
insect  on  Monday  evening,  and  I took 
one  last  evening. — George  King,  85, 
flower  Union  Street,  Torquay ; May  16. 

Deilephila  Livornica. — Yesterday  after- 
noon I was  summoned  to  look  at  a large 
Sphinx  asleep  on  the  grass.  To  my  sur- 
prise it  was  a specimen  of  D.  Livornica 
rather  the  worse  for  wear,  having  ap- 
parently undergone  hybernation.  Is  this 
species  going  to  turn  up  throughout  the 
country? — II.  T.  Stainton;  J\fay  21. 

Adela  Cuprclla. — On  the  4lh  instant 
I visited  Wimbledon  Common,  and  took 
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four  dozen  of  this  insect  flying  over  the 
sallow-blossoms ; they  were  mostly  males. 

■ Thomas  Eedle,  9,  Maidstone  Place, 
Goldsmiths'  Row,  Hackney  Road,  N.E. ; 
May  21, 

CoLEOPTEttA. 

Wimbledon. — The  long-continued  rain 
has  inundated  the  collecting-ground  here, 
which  at  best  is  but  a limited  space ; 
still  good  sport  can  be  had  by  working 
hard,  using  almost  the  same  means  as 
during  the  winter  ; and  species  hitherto 
rare  are  turning  up  more  plentifully — I 
allude  particularly  to  the  beautiful  red 
JElater  ephippium,  formerly  a New  Forest 
timber  species,  and  thought  much  about ; 
then  taken  by  Dr.  Power,  in  some  quan- 
tity, on  nettles  at  Wimbledon  Common 
in  the  summer,  and  now  found  by  myself 
and  others  under  turf  in  the  ground  at 
the  same  locality,  accompanied  often  by 
unmistakeable  yellow  wire-worms  or  larviB 
of  Elaters  (query,  whether  these  being 
cylindrical  are  not  the  larvae  of  Agriotes 
lineatus  or  sputator  P the  wood-feeding 
section  having,  as  I am  informed,  more 
flattened  larvae  ; anyhow,  the  fact  remains 
that  several  specimens  of  ephippium  have 
been  found  by  different  collectors  here, 
and  always  under  the  surface  of  the  soil). 
I was  much  surprised  to  find  a large 
specimen  of  the  elegant  Ctenicerus  tes- 
sellatus  in  a marshy  spot  here  the  other 
day,  having  often  worked  similar  places 
(nay,  the  same  place)  without  finding 
it,  or  indeed  expecting  to  do  so.  A 
variety  (i’)  of  the  common  Bradycellus 
fulvus  occurs  here  somewhat  abund- 
antly ; small,  of  a light  colour,  and 
with  the  hinder  corners  of  the  thorax 
quite  rounded ; not  exhibiting  the 
slightest  tendency  to  form  an  angle,  like 
the  species  rufulus  (Dejean)  mentioned 
in  this  year’s  ‘ Annual;  ’ the  large  black- 
ish distinctus,  Dej.,  with  very  acute  hinder 
thoracic  angles,  I have  found  at  Croydon, 
but  not  here.  Of  other  species  I have 
again  taken  the  following: — 


Anchomenus  versutus. 

•••  sexpunctatus. 

Amara  communis.  ) My  only  lo- 
vulgaris.  I cal  ity  for  these 

Notiophilus  aquaticus.J  three. 

...  palustris. 

Carabus  arvensis.  Both  green  and 
copper-coloured, 

Stenolophus  dorsalis. 

Quedius  boops. 

Conurus  lividus. 

Hister  neglectus. 

— E.  C.  Rye,  284,  King’s  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Lithosia  Aureola.  — This  insect  made 
its  appearance  on  the  12th  instant,  since 
which  date  several  examples  have  been 
beaten  from  fir  trees  iu  Cokethorpe  Wood. 
Humphrey  and  Westwood  give  July  as' 
the  time  of  its  appearance,”  and  Wood 
the  middle  of  July,  while  the  ‘ Manual’ 
allows  it  to  appear  towards  the  end  of 
June,  but  not  earlier.  The  author  of  the 
latter  work,  in  remarking  upon  the  Litho- 
sidae,  observes  that  “ Rubricollis  is  the 
only  species  known  to  pass  the  winter  in 
the  pupa  state,  and  is  therefore  the 
earliest  to  appear  in  the  perfect  state.” 
Now  in  this  neighbourhood  Aureola  is 
invariably  the  first  to  appear,  occurring 
every  year  several  weeks  before  Rubri- 
collis or  any  other  members  of  the  family. 
— S.  Si'ONE,  Brightliampton ; May  18. 

Larvm  of  Fumea  carnivorous.  — On 
Saturday  evening  I put  a fly  into  a jar 
containing  five  larvae  of  Fumea  nilidella ; 
on  the  following  morning  a larva  had  got 
the  fly  in  its  jaws,  and  when  I arrived 
home  last  evening  I found  that  one  wing 
and  two  legs  were  all  that  remained  of 
the  fly : I then  pul  some  more  flies  into 
the  jar,  and  this  morning  I found  one  fly 
in  the  jaws  of  a larva,  and  partly  eaten. 
— Charles  Healy,  74,  Napier  Street, 
lloxton,  N.;  May  21. 
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Coleophora  Olivaceella. — Mr.  M‘Lach- 
lan  has  called  my  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  the  curve  of  the  mouth  of 
the  case  of  this  species,  a feeding  larva 
reposes  nearly  prostrate  on  the  surface  of 
the  leaf,  whereas  a feeding  larva  of  Soli- 
tariella  is  almost  erect,  making  at  least 
an  angle  of  60°  with  the  leaf.  -H.  T. 
Stainton;  May  18. 

Coleophora  saturatella. — From  the  cases 
of  this  species,  collected  during  the  past 
three  months,  and  which  have  remained 
perfectly  still  during  that  time,  I am  now 
breeding  many  ichneumons,  and  a few 
days  since,  on  looking  in  the  cage,  was 
surprised  to  see  what  were  evidently  the 
young  larvae  of  this  species,  in  very 
grotesquely  minute  cases,  marching  up 
the  sides.  Now  this  appears  to  me  to 
prove  in  this  species  two  new  facts,  e.xcep- 
tional  in  the  history  of  this  genus  ; first, 
that  from  the  time  of  the  egg  being  laid 
to  the  appearance  of  the  imago  nearly 
two  years  must  elapse,  for  as  the  perfect 
insect  does  not  appear  till  July,  and  sup- 
posing the  egg  to  be  laid  at  the  end  of 
that  month,  it  (as  is  proved  by  my  young 
larvce)  is  not  hatched  till  the  following 
^lay,  and  is  full  fed  the  same  autumn, 
the  imago  appearing  the  following  July — 
a period  of  twenty-two  months  and  a half ; 
secondly,  the  larvre  of  this  species  are  not 
miners  when  very  young,  as  in,  I think, 
most  others  of  the  genus,  but  commence 
manufacturing  a case  immediately  on 
their  exclusion  from  the  egg,  apparently 
in  mine  from  pieces  chipped  off  the  old 
cases.  They  are  now  actively  feeding, 
causing  brownish  blotches  on  the  brown 
leaves. — E.  M‘Lachlan,  Forest  Hill; 
May  10. 

Coleophora  saturatella. — In  June  of 
last  year  I found,  at  Wanstead,  two  cases 
of  the  above  species,  from  one  of  which, 
in  due  time,  I bred  a beautiful  specimen^ 
In  March  of  the  present  year,  acting  upon 
the  information  given  by  Mr.  M'Lachlan^ 
in  the  ‘ Intelligencer’ (No.  ] 79),  I went 
to  Hampstead  Meath,  and  there  found  a 


great  many  cases  of  the  species  in  ques- 
tion. All  of  these  were  attached  to  the 
topmost  twigs  of  the  bnrom,  and  at  the 
time  I was  disposed  to  think  they  con- 
tained larvae  which  had  nearly  or  quite 
finished  their  feeding  in  the  autumn,  and 
selected  this  position  to  undergo  their 
final  change.  I was  not  a little  sur- 
prised, however,  about  a fortnight  back, 
to  find  that  these  cases  had  many  of  them 
a small  hole  in  the  side,  and  that  several 
ichneumons  were  wandering  about  the 
jar;  these  continued  to  appear  until  it 
was  quite  a “case”  with  my  breeding 
anything  else.  On  Saturday  last  I again 
visited  Hampstead,  and  on  diligently 
searching  the  broom  was  rewarded  with 
a small  fresh  case  of  the  species.  It  is, 
therefore,  certain  that  the  larvse  of  this 
species  do  not  really  commence  work  be- 
fore the  spring,  aud  that  all  the  large 
full-sized  cases  we  may  find  in  the  early 
spring  months  are  infested  with  the  para- 
site of  the  species,  and  are  therefore 
useless. — C.  Miller,  17,  Silurian  Ter- 
race, Broke  Road,  Dulston;  May  17. 

Coleophora  saturatella. — The  two  pre- 
ceding notices  will  have  been  read  with 
considerable  interest.  The  fact  of  most 
of  the  winter-collected  cases  containing 
ichneumons  is  undoubtedly  curious,  and 
at  variance  with  our  previous  observations 
of  these  parasites.  But,  with  reference 
to  the  larvae  of  the  Coleophora,  I see 
nothing  to  prevent  the  infant  larvm  now 
feeding  from  being  full  fed  by  the  end  of 
J une,  1 860,  aud  producing  perfect  insects 
in  July  and  August  of  the  same  year. 
These  might  lay  eggs,  from  which  young 
larvae  would  be  excluded  next  spring. 
As  the  observations  of  the  current  sum- 
mer will  probably  decide  these  points,  it 
will  be  interesting  to  watch  the  career  of 
the  so-long-waiited  and  now-so-abund- 
antly-found  larva)  of  Coleophora  satura- 
tella.— H.  T.  Stainton;  May  19. 

Diptera. 

Rose-yalls  on  the  Willow.  — I have 
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lately  hatched,  somewhat  plentifully,  the 
pupae  of  the  willow  gall-fly  {Cecidomyia 
nalicina)  that  forms  those  singular  rose- 
like galls  that  occur  on  the  willows.  The 
parent  insect  holds  among  the  Diptera 
the  place  of  the  Cynips  among  the 
Hymeuoptera.  The  gnat  lays  her  eggs 
in  June,  in  the  topmost  bud  of  the 
willow-branch.  The  bud  becomes  crip- 
pled by  the  process,  and  instead  of  ex- 
panding assumes  a rose-like  form,  the 
bracts  that  compose  it  gradually  in- 
creasing in  size  from  the  centre,  where 
the  egg  is  laid,  to  the  circumference. 
The  inner  bracts  then  form  a conical 
tube,  in  which  the  Cecidomyia  is  to  pass 
the  earlier  stages  of  its  existence.  These 
curious  vegetable  productions,  which  are 
not  seen  at  first,  begin  to  be  observable 
in  the  month  of  September,  and  still 
more  so  through  the  winter,  as  they  are 
the  only  part  of  the  foliage  that  remains. 
The  larvee  are  oval,  of  a yellowish  red. 
After  the  winter  they  pass  into  the 
nympha  state.  They  now  begin  to  evi- 
dence more  perceptibly  the  characters 
they  are  to  assume  in  the  winged  condi- 
tion. I have  seen  several  emerge  from 
their  pupa-hood,  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  unfetter  themselves  from  their 
cere-clothes  is  really  marvellous.  The 
case  that  is  left  retains  a something  of 
the  structure  of  its  quondam  tenant. 
The  perfect  insect  is  like  a Tipula ; the 
wings  are  fringed  and  velvety,  and  are 
marked  with  three  longitudinal  nervures. 

■ — Peter  Inchbai.d,  Storlhes  Hall,  near 
Huddersfield ; May  14. 

Hemiptera. 

Ranalra  linearis.  — In  reply  to  Mr. 
Scott’s  enquiry  (in  No.  187  of  the  ‘ In- 
telligencer’)  as  to  whether  Ranalra 
linearis  “ is  rare  or  only  wants  looking 
for,”  I can  state  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
in  a pond  at  Richmond,  Surrey,  where  I 
have  several  times  met  with  it  when  col- 
lecting objects  for  the  aquarium.  I have 
heard  that  it  also  occurs  in  a pond  on 


Twickenham  Common.  I expect  to  be 
at  Richmond  in  June,  and  could  then 
probably  obtain  the  insect,  should  it  still 
be  required. — George  Guvon,  Ventnor, 
Isle  of  While May  1 9. 

Hymenoptera. 

A Question  for  Hymenopterists. — In 
the  ‘ Gardener’s  Chronicle’  of  May  19lh 
a correspodent  at  Clitheroe  propounds  the 
following  query: — “ Can  any  one  suggest 
a remedy  for  the  depredations  of  wild 
bees.?  The  lawn  is  annually  ploughed 
up  by  blackbirds  and  thrushes  seeking 
for  the  eggs  laid  there  by  the  bees,  which 
renders  it  very  unsightly.  Various  sug- 
gestions have  been  made  and  tried  with- 
out avail.”  Perhaps  some  entomological 
connoisseur  will  throw  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. I had  certainly  no  previous  con- 
ception that  the  laying  of  eggs  was 
considered  a “ depredation.” — H.  T. 
Stainton  ; May  21. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange.  — Having  larvae  of  Hypo- 
gymna  Dispar,  I should  like  to  exchange 
them  for  eggs  or  larvae  of  other  species  I 
am  in  want  of. — W.  Buckler,  Lumley 
Collage,  Emsworlh,  Hants  ; May  21. 

Exchange. — I have  about  a hundred 
larvae  of  Xanlhia  Citrago,  and  should  be 
glad  to  exchange  them.  My  wants  are 
numerous,  therefore  I shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  gentlemen  what  they  have  to 
oflfer  in  return.  I prefer  ovae,  larvm  or 
pupae  to  the  images.  Correspondents  not 
receiving  an  answer  within  the  week  will 
please  take  this  notice  that  I am  pro- 
vided with  what  they  ofier,  or  that  my 
stock  is  exhausted.  I have  above  a 
hundred  ovae  of  Smerinthus  Ocellatus, 
which  I shall  be  glad  to  send  to  any  one 
in  want  of  them,  on  receipt  of  a small 
box  and  return  postage.  If  any  friend 
to  whom  I promised  pupae  of  Pericallia 
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Syringaria  has  not  received  them,  will 
he  please  drop  me  a line,  as  my  list 
is  unfortunately  mislaid? — W.  Culver- 
well,  Thorp  Perroen,  Bedale^  Yorkshire; 
May  19. 

Exchange. — I shall  he  glad  to  receive 
offers  of  ovae,  larvae,  pupae  or  images,  in 
exchange  for  the  larvae  of  Psilura  Mo- 
nacha,  Hypogymna  Dispar  and  Thanaos 
C'ralcegi. — E.  Tearle,  Gainsborough; 
May  21. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


Depressaria  Alriponctella. 

The  egg  is  no  doubt  deposited  in 
spring  by  the  hyberuated  female.  The 
larva  is  probably  hatched  about  the 
middle  of  May  ; it  feeds  on  the  leaves  of 
C/uerophyllum  sylvesire  (perhaps  also  on 
other  Umbelliferae) ; it  draws  the  two 
sides  of  the  tip  of  a leaf  or  leaflet 
together,  so  as  to  form  a sort  of  tubular 
habitation;  it  then  eats  the  edges  of  the 
leaf  in  the  vicinity  of  its  retreat,  to  which 
it  hurriedly  retreats  on  any  alarm ; it 
frequently  removes  from  one  leaflet  to 
another,  but  constructs  a similar  tubular 
abode ; when  it  is  more  fully  grown  it 
turns  down  a larger  pbrtion  of  the  leaf. 
About  the  end  of  June  or  beginning  of 
July  the  larva  has  attained  its  full  size; 
it  then  descends  to  the  ground  and 
changes  to  the  pupa  state  on  the  surface 
of  the  earth.  In  three  or  four  weeks 
the  perfect  insect  makes  its  appearance ; 
it  may  be  met  with  throughout  the 
autumn  months,  and  also,  after  hy- 
bernation, in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year. 

H.  T.  S'J  AINTON. 


UNKNOWN  LARV^. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — Among  the  manp^  points  de- 
manding the  attention  of  the  Lepi- 
dopterist,  there  is  ohe  which  has  an 

important  bearing  on  the  position  he 

% 

occupies  in  relation  to  intelligence,  as 
compared  with  students  in  other  de- 
partments of  Zoology  — I mean  his 
knowledge  of  the  preliminary  stages  of 
the  insects  he  studies.  Notwithstanding 
the  attention  which  has  been  paid  in  this 
country  to  Lepidoplerous  insects,  the 
number  of  “ unknown  ” larvm  is  still  very 
great.  I have  made  out  a list  of  larvae 
which  are  either  undescribed  or  of  which 
the  food  is  unknown,  and,  although  the 
Tineiua  are  not  included,  the  number 
amounts  to  nearly  400 ! 

Now  I think  all  true  friends  of  En- 
tomology must  regret  that  this  great  gap 
in  our  knowledge,  which  amounts  to  a 
reproach  on  every  collector  of  standing, 
should  remain  without  some  united  effort 
being  made  to  fill  it  up.  Indeed,  the 
reproach  is  even  deeper  than  it  appears, 
for  of  our  own  known  larvae,  the  majority 
(excepting  the  Tortrices  and  Tineina) 
are  only  so  known  from  foreign  descrip- 
tions ; that  is,  if  Englishmen  have  bred 
the  larva  they  have  not  published  its 
description  from  their  own  observation, 
and  the  foreign  account,  often  admittedly 
misleading  to  us,  passes  muster.  This 
anomalous  and  discreditable  state  of 
things  would  excite  astonishment  in  any 
other  department  of  Natural  History, 
and  I should  like  to  see  a commence- 
ment made  at  a collected  English  de- 
scription of  our  English  larvffi.  H undreds 
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of  our  coimnon  larvae  are  met  witli  every 
year,  and  yet  we  go  to  a foreigner  for  a 
description. 

My  principal  object  now,  however,  is 
to  direct  attention  to  the  rich  mine  which 
is  open  for  our  working  in  the  unknojvn 
larvae ; and  to  urge  collectors  to  devote 
some  of  their  energies  specially  to  this 
department,  and  think  a little  less  of 
merely  securing  the  images  of  species  of 
which  they  have  already  enough  and  to 
spare.  Indeed,  in  working  for  this  ob- 
ject, the  other  {viz.  having  our  own  de- 
scriptions of  our  own  larvae)  may  he 
also  carried  on ; for  it  will  necessarily 
happen  that  for  one  unknown  larva  found 
there  will  be  more  than  twenty  known 
ones. 

The  desirability  of  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  our  unknown  larvae  being  ad- 
mitted, the  question  is,  which  is  the  best 
course  to  be  pursued?  An  analysis  of 
them  will  be  some  guide.  More  than 
half  are  Tovtrices ; nearly  eighty  are  Py- 
ralides  and  Crambidoe ; rather  over  fifty 
are  Geometrina,  despite  the  discoveries 
made  within  the  last  year  or  two;  the 
Noctuae  number  nearly  thirty ; the 
Bombyces,  Sphinges  and  Butterflies 
about  four  or  five  each.  The  Tortrices 
have  had  but  few  students,  while  their 
habit  of  twisting  their  food  into  a com- 
fortable home,  makes  them,  to  a great 
extent,  proof  against  the  persuasions  of 
the  beating-stick.  A majority  of  the 
known  Pyralides  and  Crambidae  are  her- 
baceous and  low-plant  feeders,  as  are 
probably  nearly  all  those  which  are  un- 
known. The  large  number  of  unknown 
Geometrina  seems  almost  unaccountable 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  majority 
of  that  family  are  tree  and  shrub-feeders, 
and  adopt  no  peculiar  means  of  conceal- 
ment. It  is,  however,  quite  possible  that 
nearly  all  the  unknown  members  are 


herbaceous  feeders,  the  majority  of  those 
last  discovered  being  of  that  character. 
Probably  the  unknown  Noctuae  are  also 
of  this  class,  and,  with  the  others,  have 
succeeded  in  eluding  observation. 

The  work  appears  to  resolve  itself  into 
two  kinds  ; 1,  special  searching,  where  a 
particular  insect  is  known  to  occur;  and 
2,  promiscuous  searching  in  favourable 
spots.  With  respect  to  special  searching, 
every  collector  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
taking  an  insect  of  which  the  larva  is 
unknown,  besides  endeavouring  to  get  it 
to  lay  eggs,  would  do  well  carefully  and 
repeatedly  to  explore  the  locality  a month 
or  six  weeks  before  the  imago  is  due. 
The  neighbouring  species  or  genera  may 
be  some  guide  as  to  the  food  or  habit  of 
tbe  insect.  So  many  species  continue  in 
the  imago  state  to  exhibit  a partiality  for 
their  larval  food-plants,  or  for  plants  of 
the  same  natural  order,  that  nature  may 
thus  at  once  give  the  clue  to  the  mystery 
of  the  food.  The  best  means  of  carrying 
out  promiscuous  searching  will  strike 
every  one — a careful  scrutiny  by  day,  and 
at  night  with  a lantern,  and  by  sweeping 
or  beating  the  herbage,  bushes,  &c.,  into 
a proper  receptacle.  Night  is  of  course 
the  best  time  for  discovering  larv®,  as 
many  remain  concealed  during  the  day. 
It  would  be  desirable,  whenever  a strange 
larva  is  taken,  for  the  collector  to  make  a 
note,  on  the  spot,  of  the  time,  place  and 
food,  and  on  reaching  home  to  write  a 
short  description  of  it  in  his  journal.  If 
it  turns  out  to  be  an  old  familiar  friend 
the  description,  written  from  observation, 
may  prove  useful ; and  if  only  a very 
small  per  centage  of  the  larvae  found 
prove  to  be  of  the  unknown  class,  the 
collector’s  labours  will  be  well  repaid. 

I hope  these  remarks  will  induce  at 
least  a few  to  occupy  themselves  in  this 
apparently  dry,  but  really  interesting  and 
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most  useful,  branch  of  work  during  the 
present  season,  and  that  they  will  give 
the  results  in  the  ‘ Intelligencer.’ 

Yours,  &c., 

Joseph  Mebrin. 

Gloucester,  May  13. 


Extensive  Collection  of  Eobopean 
AND  Exotic  Lepidopteba  fob  Sale. — 
We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  rich 
collection  of  Herr  Koch,  of  Frankfort-on- 
the-Maine,  is  now  to  be  disposed  of.  It 
consists  of  an  extensive  collection  of 
European  Lepidoptera,  in  fine  condition, 
including  many  rare  varieties,  and  there 
are  also  many  exotic  Lepidoptera  from 
Java,  New  South  Wales,  Tasmania, 
Abyssinia,  Amboyna,  China,  Japan,  &c. 
The  European  collection  is  offered  at 
jE200  ; the  exotic  collection  at  jG250  ; 
also  a valuable  entomological  library  at 
£100.  For  further  particulars,  address 
(post  paid)  to  G.  Koch,  90,  Fahrgasse, 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine. 


8vo,  cloth, 
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price  4s. 

Vol.  III.  (for  1857-8,  October — March), 
price  4s. 
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price  4s. 

Vol.  V.  (for  1858-9,  September  — 
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Vol.  VI.  (for  1 859,  March — September), 
price  4s. 

Vol.  VII.  (for  1859-60,  September — 
March),  price  4s. 

London : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate ; W.  Kent  & Co., 
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CLOTH  COVERS  for  binding 
either  Volume  of  the  ‘Intelli- 
GENCEB,’  price  Is.,  or  by  post  Is.  2d.,  can 
be  had  of  E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
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Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  Qd.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  lepidopterist’S 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Ptipa  states  ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Mebbin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Mouth;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterisl’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London ; E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  Qd.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edward  Nfwman, 
Printer , of  No.O,  Devonshire  Street,  Bishops- 
gate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — Saturday,  May  36, 1860. 
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MICRO  LARV.$. 


Within  ihe  last  three  weeks  we  have 
received  a number  of  applications  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  proceeding  to  rear 
small  larvjB.  Evpry  one  seems  com- 
pletely puzzled,  when  they  first  turn 
their  attention  to  the  subject,  as  to 
how  in  the  world  a mining  larva  is 
to  be  treated. 

Our  earliest  lessons  in  rearing  larvae 
are  generally  derived  from  the  investi- 
gation of  silk-worms : fresh  lettuce- 

leaves  and  fresh  mulberry-leaves  once 
a day  is  a lesson  soon  learned  and 
easily  remembered.  When  we  next 
take  to  collecting  Tiger  caterpillars, 
though  we  have  to  confine  them  to 
keep  them  from  rambling,  still  the 
mode  of  feeding  is  the  same  with  that 
which  has  been  fohnd  to  answer  for 
the  larvae  of  Bomhyx  Mori.  Larvae  of 
Abraxas  Grossulariaia  are  next  met 
with,  and  are  found  to  thrive  well  on 
currant  leaves  administered  periodically. 
By  degrees  we  find  it  less  trouble  to 
give  them  a little  twig  every  other 
day,  instead  of  fresh  leaves  daily,  and 
then,  by  the  contrivance  of  putting  the 
currant-twig  in  water,  we  find  it  will 
do  duty  for  even  a longer  period. 
Thus,  by  the  time  we  have  entered 


our  teens,  we  have  practically  learned 
how  to  manipulate  in  feeding  Macro 
larvae.  Airy  cages,  covered  with  gauze 
or  lino,  fresh  food  every  few  days,  and 
what  more  is  to  be  desired  ? 

About  the  time  that  the  upper  lip 

of  the  young  entomologist  shows  a 

downy  texture,  he  generally  turns  a 

wistful  eye  at  the  smaller  families  of 

the  Lepidoptera,  and  thinks  it  would 

be  a manly  thing,  when  he  comes 

\ 

home,  after  next  “ half,”  to  “ go  in  ” 
for  the  Micros. 

But,  alas ! all  his  previous  experience 
as  to  the  treatment  of  larvae  gives  him 

no  clue  as  to  the  best  mode  of  mani- 

♦ 

pulating  with  leaf-miners,  and  he  is  at 
his  wit’s  end. 

Some  time  ago  we  gave,  in  the  ‘ En- 
tomologist’s Companion,’  p.  87,  instruc- 
tions “ How  to  rear  Micro-Lepidoptera 
from  the  Larvie;”  in  this  we  pointed 
out  that  “ the  main  essential  is  to 
keep  the  food  fresh  as  long  as  pos- 
sible.” 

Macro  larvae  require  air;  they  must 
be  kept  in  well-ventilated  cages.  Micro 
larvae  do  not  require  air ; if  a sprig 
of  a plant  be  placed  in  a tight-fitting 
tin  canister  and  kept  in  a cool  place, 
it  will  preserve  its  freshness  wonder- 
fully, and  the  larvae  mining  in  its 
leaves  will  have  time  to  grow,  and 
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perhaps  become  quite  fed  up  before  the 
leaves  wither.  Glass  tubes,  corked  at 
each  end,  also  answer  very  well  for 
rearing  Micro  larvae;  but  we  will  re- 
turn to  this  subject  again. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckelt,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W. Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 


At  Ro'therham,of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller’ 
Bridge  Street 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Statnton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Mr.  Stainton  will  be  “at  home”  on 
Wednesday  next,  June  6th,  at  6 v.m., 
as  usual. 


Change  of  Adhress. — Having  left 
No.  4,  Martha  Street,  my  address  is  now 
— J.  Saver,  16,  Waterloo  Street,  Ilag- 
ger stone,  N.E. 
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CAPTURES. 


LePIDOI'TERA. 

Deilephila  Livornica. — Two  specimens 
of  this  insect  have  been  captured  in  this 
town,  one  on  Saturday  last,  the  other  on 
Monday ; they  are  both  in  perfect  con- 
dition, apparently  just  out  from  the  pupa. 
A fine  specimen  of  Acherontia  Alropos 
was  picked  alive  off  the  sea,  and  brought 
to  me ; it  is  a fine  specimen,  and  but 
little  damaged  by  the  water. — Robert 
Kent,  St.  Leonard’ s-on-Sea ; May  23. 

Coleophora  conspicuella. — On  the  27th 
of  May  I visited  Headley  Lane,  and  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  take  about  twenty  of 
the  larvte  of  C.  conspicuella.  I think  I 
may  consider  myself  a lucky  fellow,  as  it 
is  the  first  time  I have  heard  of  them 
being  taken  by  the  score. — T.  Eedle, 
9,  Maidstone  Place,  Goldsmiths'  Row, 
Hackney  Road. 

Coleophora  Larvee. — I paid  a visit  to 
Headley  Lane,  on  the  27th  of  May,  in 
search  of  Coleophora  larvce,  aud  after  five 
hours’  close  searching  I found  I had 
eleven  larvte  of  C.  conspicuella  and  four 
of  C.  alcyonipennella.  I then  went  to 
the  Hilly  Field,  but,  falling  in  with  the 
keeper,  I got  sent  off,  so  I returned  to 
the  Lane,  and  found  C.  limosipennella, 
C.  solitariella  and  C.  albitarsella.  The 
larva  of  C.  badipennella  is  now  full  fed, 
and  rather  plentiful,  at  Hackney  : if  any 
entomologist  is  in  want  of  that  species  I 
shall  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  it, 
if  they  will  send  boxes  and  return  postage. 
— J.  Sayeh,  16,  Waterloo  Street,  Hag- 
gerstone,  N.E. ; May  28. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Cetonia  aurata. — On  a fine  day  last 
week  my  brother  observed  an  immense 
assemblage  of  this  splendid  beetle  by  the 
market  gardens  on  the  river  bank  between 
Chelsea  and  Putney.  They  were  flying 
about  in  the  hot  sunshine  with  a loud 
buzzing  noise,  and  appeared  to  be  at- 


tracted by  the  pear-blossoms,  on  some  of 
which  four  or  five  specimens  would  be 
settled  (reminding  one  of  the  apples  of 
the  Hesperides) ; many  of  them  also  con- 
gregated on  the  stumps  of  the  trees,  and 
altogether  their  numbers  and  brilliant 
appearance  were  so  marked  as  to  com- 
pel the  attention  of  the  cockney-rustic 
passers  by,  generally  heedless  of  entomo- 
logical phenomena.  My  brother  reckoned 
upwards  of  a hundred  on  and  about  one 
small  clump  of  trees.  I have  noticed 
that  the  wings  of  this  beetle  (being  iri- 
descent) appear  almost  as  violet-coloured 
in  the  sunshine  as  those  of  the  foreign 
Xylocopa — an  immense  wood-boring  bee. 
— E.  C.  Rye,  284,  King's  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W. 

Captures  of  Coleoptera. — Towards  the 
end  of  March  I found  a specimen  of 
Elater  ephippiurn  at  the  roots  of  the 
heather  on  Wimbledon  Common  ; soon 
after,  I obtained  another  in  the  same 
place.  Now  it  had  always  been  supposed 
that  this  was  exclusively  a wood-feeding 
insect ; I was  therefore  not  a little  sur- 
prised to  find  them  under  those  circum- 
stances, but  supposed  that  they  had 
chosen  the  roots  of  the  heath  for  a by- 
bernaculum ; but  this  month  they  have 
been  taken  by  several  people  on  the 
heath, — by  myself  on  Saturday  last,  a 
very  warm  day,  so  that  the  explanation 
of  the  hybernation  seems  instiflicient. 
It  is  easy  enough  to  account  for  their 
capture  on  hawthorn-flowers  and  nettles, 
the  nectar  in  the  one  case  and  the  honey- 
dew  in  the  other  having  evidently  formed 
the  attraction ; but  it  seems  somewhat 
difficult  to  explain  why  an  insect,  whose 
larva  feeds  (as  is  supposed)  on  the  wood 
of  the  trees  in  Wimbledon  Park,  should 
not  only  hybernate  at  the  roots  of  the 
heath  (instead  of  in  the  more  natural 
locality,  under  the  moss  on,  and  at  the 
roots  of,  the  park  trees),  but  also  linger 
there,  and  appear  in  greater  niunbers 
than  ever  so  late  as  the  19th  of  May. 
It  seems  that  six  were  lately  taken  there 
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in  one  day  by  one  collector,  as  the 
E,  sanguinolentus  in  Mr.  Solomon’s  com- 
nmnicalion  of  last  week  is  probably  a 
mistake,  E.  ephippimn  being  the  only 
red  Elater  taken  on  the  Common.  It 
would  be  very  desirable  to  elucidate  the 
life-history  of  this  insect,  so  as  to  account 
for  all  the  localities  in  which  it  has  been 
found. 

The  “ light  loamy  bank  with  aspect 
to  the  west”  seems  again  to  have 
become  a “world  of  life.”  It  is  true 
that  its  ancient  glory  has  departed.  The 
sweeping-net  may  be  plied  with  the  ut- 
most vigour,  but  no  Tychius  5-punclatus 
makes  its  appearance,  but  en  revanche 
we  have  something  at  least  as  good.  It 
is  here,  on  this  famous  Hampstead  bank, 
that  Formica  fusca  extends  its  hospitality 
to  Hetcerius  sesquicornis.  This  year  He- 
tcerius  seems  to  have  thriven  more  than 
ever,  and  no  entomologist  who  has  per- 
severed has  gone  away  empty-bottled. 
Yesterday  I tried  for  it;  the  first  nest 
was  unproductive ; in  the  second  I wit- 
nessed a fight  between  Myrmica  rubra 
and  Formica  fusca  (I  hope  none  of  your 
legal  readers  will  have  me  indicted  for  a 
misdemeanor  in  aiding  and  abetting  a 
breach  of  the  peace  of  our  Sovereign 
Lady  Rufa — Formicarum  Regina),  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  three 
specimens  of  Ilctccrius  sesquicornis,  one 
of  which  may  be  the  little  yellow  atom 
which  the  victor  Fusca  succeeded  in 
rescuing  from  the  grasp  of  the  vanquished 
Rubra. — C.  Gloyne,  5,  Terrace,  Ken- 
sington ; May  23. 

PS.  Since  wiiiing  the  above  I find 
that  the  insect  is  not  Hetcerius  at  all. — 
C.  G. ; May  26. 


OBSEKVATIONS. 

Lepidopteua. 

Lithosia  Aureola. — The  notice  of  this 
species  in  the  ‘ Intelligencer’  this  morn- 


iug  induces  me  to  confirm  the  fact  of  its 
early  appearance.  I have  met  with  it 
for  several  years  about  this  time,  when  it 
is  at  its  best.  I have  taken  it  at  the  end 
of  June,  but  not  so  ^ood.  This  spring 
I have  bred  it  from  a larva  feeding  on 
lichens,  which  spun  up  on  the  15th  of 
August,  last  year.  “ A shining  brown 
pupa  in  transparent  cocoon ; larva  black- 
ish and  hairy,  with  two  whitish  bands 
across,  one  towards  the  head,  the  other 
near  the  tail.”  This  is  the  notice  in  my 
journal.  The  larva  turned  to  pupa  before 
I could  make  a more  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  it.  The  imago  came  out,  in  the 
open  air,  on  the  23rd  of  May. — Rev.  E. 
Horton,  Wick,  Worcester;  May  2b. 

Coleophora  saturatella. — Since  my  last 
notes  I have  found  a sunny  bank,  shel- 
tered from  the  north  winds,  covered  with 
broom  bushes  in  a very  forward  state : 
on  these  the  larvae  of  this  species  are 
very  common,  many  of  them  nearly  full 
fed ; indeed  one  or  two  were  already  spun 
up  on  the  leaves  of  plants  growing  close 
by.  I must  acknowledge  that  my  two 
years  theory  has  come  to  an  untimely 
end,  as  there  is  now  no  doubt  that  the 
winter-collected  cases  are  empty  or  con- 
tain the  pupae  of  ichneumons,  of  which  I 
have  bred  two  species.  The  habit  of 
these  parasites  is,  I think,  entirely  at 
variance  with  all  previous  observations. 
The  manner  of  feeding  of  these  larva? 
and  their  mode  of  enlarging  their  cases 
are  very  peculiar,  but  I will  leave  these 
to  be  described  hereafter  by  the  abler 
pen  of  Mr.  Stainton.  I may  add  that 
on  less  sheltered  bushes  the  larva?  are 
still  very  juvenile,  and  one  would  imagine 
that  the  moth  must  keep  out  a long 
lime.  The  question  as  to  whether  the 
very  young  larva?  mine  or  no  must, 
I think,  for  the  present  remain  open. — 
II.  M‘Lachl.vn,  Forest  Hilt;  May  26. 

Coleophora  saturatella. — On  Eriday 
last  I visited,  with  Mr.  M'Luchlan,  the 
head-quarters  of  this  insect,  near  Forest 
Hill,  and  after  finding  a few  of  the  small 
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infant  cases  I met  with  one  which  was 
very  nearly  full  size.  This  I showed  to 
Mr.  M‘Luchlan  with  considerable  gusto, 
and,  thus  incited,  he  soon  met  with  a 
similar  case.  Altogether  we  found  at 
least  half  a dozen,  which,  compared  with 
the  old  dry  cases,  showed  no  appreciable 
difference  in  size,  except  that  the  skirts 
indeed  of  these  cases  of  the  feeding  larvte 
were  far  more  ample  than  those  of  the 
dry  cases,  which  only  seem  to  produce 
ichneumons.  Indeed  the  larva  of  Satura- 
tella  appear  to  attach  to  their  cases  the 
skins  of  all  the  leaves  they  have  ever 
eaten,  so  that  the  size  of  the  case  ought 
to  be  a very  fair  test  of  the  size  of  the 
larva  within.  Fancy  an  alderman  walking 
about  with  the  shells  of  all  the  turtles  he 
had  ever  eaten  arranged  symmetrically 
on  his  back. — H.T.  Stainton;  May2S. 

Diptera. 

Cgnips  of  the  Bedeguar. — I have  re- 
cently been  interested  in  the  gall-fly  that 
is  instrumental  in  forming  those  pretty 
moss-like  bosses  so  apparent  in  autumn 
on  the  wild  rose,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  “ bedeguars.”  The  Cynips  Rosce,  as  it 
is  scientifically  called,  is  black,  with  the 
abdomen  ferruginous,  save  the  tip,  which 
is  black.  The  arched  appearance  of  the 
body,  and  the  absence  of  nerves  in  the 
posterior  wings  sufficiently  characterize 
this  gall-fly.  The  ovipositor  is  lodged  in 
a groove  of  the  abdomen,  being  rolled  op 
in  a spiral  form  till  required  for  use. 
These  vegetable  bosses  are  formed  late 
in  the  summer,  and  serve  both  as  food 
. and  habitation  for  the  grub  during  the 
'winter  months.  It  is  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  the  rose  to  clothe  itself  with 
) prickles,  and  consequently  we  find  the 
i galls  thickly  covered  with  fibrous  bristles, 
\which  may  serve  a two-fold  object,  as 
affording  warmth  and  also  protection 
ffrom  the  intrusion  of  ichneumons.  Each 
Ibedeguar  contains  many  separate  cells, 
'■which  give  rise  individually  to  a numerous 
;progeny.  It  is  surprising  with  what 


rapidity  the  gall-fly  eats  its  way  through 
the  hard  little  hollow  globe  that  keeps  it 
a close  prisoner  till  it  assumes  the  imago 
state.  On  removing  the  bristles  from  the 
bedeguar  the  small  circular  openings 
through  which  the  gall-flies  have  made 
their  exit  are  readily  apparent,  and  the 
great  power  of  their  mandibles  may  be 
estimated,  since  the  cells  are  so  hard  as 
to  be  cut  with  some  difficulty  even  with 
a knife. — Peter  Inchbald, SforfAes  Hall, 
near  Huddersfield ; May  15. 

Hemipteea. 

Ranatra  linearis. — In  answer  to  Mr. 
Scott’s  enquiry  regarding  this  species,  I 
beg  to  state  that  it  was  quite  common  a 
few  years  back  in  a pond  made  by  ex- 
cavating earth  for  brick-making  in  South 
Fields,  Wandsworth.  I used  to  take  it 
in  stocking  my  aquarium,  but  as  I have 
not  dredged  in  the  pond  for  two  or  three 
years  I cannot  say  whether  it  is  still  to 
be  taken  there  or  not. — T.  Blackmore, 
The  Hollies,  Wandsworth,  S.  IV. ; May  28. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange. — I have  some  duplicate 
larvae  of  Hypogymna  Dispar,  which  I 
should  like  to  exchange  for  eggs  or  larvae 
of  any  of  the  following:  — 

Drymouia  Chaonia, 

...  Dodontea, 

Leiocampa  Dictaea, 

...  Dictaeoides, 

Peridea  Trepida, 

Eutbemonia  Russula, 

Arctia  Villica, 

Nemeophila  Plantaginis, 

Endromis  Versicolora. 

Those  who  do  not  hear  from  me  in  a 
week  will  know  that  I have  not  accepted 
their  offers.— John  Stevens, 24,  .B/ooms- 
bury  Street,  Bedford  Square,  London; 
May  26. 

Exchange.  — After  supplying  several 
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friends  with  the  larvce  of  Tceniocampa 
Populeli  I have  still  a number  to  spare, 
and  shall  be  glad  lo  exchange  them  for 
ovae,  larvae  or  pupae  of  other  species  I am 
in  want  of.  I suppose  this  is  one  of  the 
“unknown  larvae”  alluded  to  last  week, 
though  I believe  several  gentlemen  have 
bred  it.— Joseph  Steele,  High.  Street, 
Congleton  ; May  26. 

Exchange. — Being  desirous  of  breeding 
the  following  species,  I shall  feel  very 
much  obliged  to  any  one  who  can  supply 
me  with  ov$  or  larv®,  and  will  make  the 
best  return  in  my  power  during  the 
season  to  any  one  assisting  me.  if  they 
will  communicate  their  wants: — 

Arctia  Villica, 

Nemeopbila  Plantaginis, 

Acheroniia  Atropos, 

Notodonta  Ziczac, 

...  Dictaea, 

Callimorpha  Dominula, 
Poecilocampa  Populi, 

Ptilodontis  Palpina, 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus, 

...  Tiliae, 

Amphydasis  Prodromaria, 

...  Betularia. 

— R.  W.  Wright,  4,  Gloucester  Terrace, 
Victoria  Park  Road,  Hackney,  N.E.; 
May  27. 

Offer  of  Larva;.  — I have  larvae  of 
Clisiocampa  Neustria  and  Riston  Hirtaria 
to  give  to  any  one  wanting  them  who  will 
send  {before  the  7th  of  June)  boxes  and 
return  postage,  and  shall  also  be  happy 
to  collect  the  larva;  of  Eriogaster  Lanestris 
for  any  one  who  will  intimate  their  wish 
for  some  on  or  before  the  of  June. — 

Ibid. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


Gepressaria  Emeritella. 

The  egg  of  this  species  is  probably 
deposited  in  spring,  but  I am  not  aware 


that  hybernated  specimens  of  the  imago 
have  been  observed.  The  larvae  feeds  on 
the  leaves  of  the  Tansy  {Tanacetuin  vul- 
gare)  ; it  draws  one  or  two  leaves  to- 
gether, and  constructs  for  itself  a tubu- 
lar habitation,  from  which,  however,  it 
escapes  on  the  slightest  alarm.  The 
larva  may  be  met  with  in  June  and  the 
first  half  of  July,  but  towards  the  middle 
of  July  it  is  full  fed,  and  then  descends 
to  the  surface  of  the  earth,  where  it 
undergoes  its  change  to  the  pupa  state. 
In  about  three  weeks  the  perfect  insect 
makes  its  appearance,  and  it  may  be  met 
with  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September. 

Depressaria  Olerella. 

The  egg  of  this  species  is  no  doubt 
deposited  in  the  spring  by  the  hybernated 
female.  The  larva  feeds  from  the  middle 
of  June  to  the  beginning  of  July  on  the 
common  yarrow  {Achillea  tnillefolium) ; 
it  draws  several  leaves  towards  the  stem, 
and  fastening  them  there  constructs  a 
tolerably  secure  habitation,  within  which 
the  full-fed  larva  frequently  undergoes 
its  transformation  to  the  pupa  state ; 
though  sometimes  I imagine  it  descends 
to  the  surface  of  the  earth,  to  undergo 
its  change  there.  At  the  beginning  of 
August  the  perfect  insect  makes  its  ap- 
pearance, and  is  sometimes  met  with  in 
the  spring  after  hybernation. 

Depressaria  Heydenii. 

From  the  time  of  year  in  which  the 
larva  of  this  species  is  found  feeding, 

I entertain  no  doubt  that  the  egg  must 
be  deposited  in  spring,  and  therefore  the 
perfect  insect  must  hybernate.  The  larva 
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is  to  be  met  with  in  July,  feeding  in  the 
umbels  of  Heraclium  Auslriacum,  an 
alpine  plant,  growing  at  an  elevation  of 
from  4000  to  8000  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea;  it  is  possible  that  the  larva  is 
not  confined  to  that  plant,  since  in  cap- 
tivity it  fed  readily  on  Torilis  Anthriscus : 
when  the  larva  is  full  fed  it  quits  the 
umbel,  and  seems  frequently  to  retire 
under  stones,  in  order  to  undergo  its 
transformations  to  the  pupa  state,  and 
indeed  several  pupae  had  been  found  by 
Senator  von  Heyden  under  stones  on  the 
Alps  some  years  before  the  larva  was 
discovered.  The  perfect  insect  appears 
at  the  end  of  August  and  beginning  of 
September. 

DEPRESSARLi  AlSTECEMERIANA. 

The  egg  is  doubtless  laid  in  spring  by 
the  hybernated  female,  and  no  doubt  it 
is  deposited  on  the  young  leaves  of 
Conium  maculalum,  since  we  are  not  at 
present  aware  that  the  larva  feeds  on  any 
other  plant.  The  larva  rolls  up  in  a 
tubular  form  the  pointed  tips  of  the 
leaflets,  thus  forming  a habitation  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  formed  by  the  larva 
oi Depressaria  Applana ; its  general  habits 
also  seem  precisely  similar ; it  frequently 
takes  alarm  on  the  plant  being  roughly 
shaken,  and  often  quits  the  tip  of  one 
leaflet  to  establish  itself  in  another.  The 
larvae  may  be  found  from  the  middle  of 
June  to  the  middle  of  July.  When  full 
fed  they  descend  to  the  ground,  where,  I 
believe,  they  construct  a slight  cocoon 
in  which  to  undergo  their  change  to  the 
pupa  state.  In  the  month  of  August 
they  make  their  appearance  in  the  perfect 
state,  and  though  sometimes  met  with  in 
the  autumn  are  far  more  frequently  ob- 
served in  the  spring. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


T HAVE  been  requested  by  a Friend, 
giving  up  Collecting,  to  dispose  of 
bis  BRITISH  LEPIDOPTERA. 
There  are  about  200  Species,  mostly  in 
fine  condition,  amongst  them  Nos.  1 — 3, 
10,  12,  19,  21,  25,  29,  31—34,  36,37. 
40,  41,  45,  54,  57,  62,  64,  73,  87,  103, 
126,  137,  152,  159,  161,  164,  204,  205, 
208,  220,  236,  237,  251—254,  269,  273, 
274,  282—284,  297, 304—307,  309,  318, 
322,  328,  329,  334,  342,  343,  346—348, 
354,  356,  357,  361,  367— 376,  380,  384, 
402,  403, 416,  41 8, 426—428,  430, 438— 
441,  444,  476,  479,  483—485,  488,  491, 
495  and  499.  There  are  over  900  speci- 
mens.— R.  W.  Weight,  4,  Gloucester 
Terrace,  Victoria  Park  Road,  Hackney, 
N.E. 
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MICRO  LARViE. 


A coN'VEXiEXT  cage  wherein  to  keep 
the  larvse  of  Gelechice  or  Depressarice 
may  reatiily  be  formed  by  simply 
covering  a common  while  jam-pot  with 
a piece  of  glass.  The  glazed  surface 
of  the  pot  keeps  in  all  the  moisture 
and  keeps  the  food  fresh,  and  the 
glass  top  to  it  enables  the  collector 
to  see  readily  what  is  going  on  in  the 
cage,  without  being  at  the  trouble  of 
opening  it.  To  ensure  a tight  fit  it 
is  as  well  to  grind  the  tops  of  the 
jam-pots,  so  that  the  glass  may  rest 
on  a perfectly  level  surface.  Some 
sand  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  jam- 
pot will  be  found  convenient  for  those 
larvae  which  have  a partiality  for  pene- 
trating the  surface  of  the  earth. 

These  jam-pots  will  also  be  found 
to  answer  very  well  for  all  those 
mining  larvae  which,  like  Gelechia  cos- 
tella  and  Acrolepia  pygmceana,  move 
from  leaf  to  leaf. 

Larvae  of  any  of  the  genus  Lilho- 
colletis  are  best  reared  by  keeping  the 
leaves  in  tins  till  the  larvae  have 
entered  the  pupa  state.  After  which 


important  change  in  their  condition 
the  mined  place  can  be  cut  out  from 
the  rest  of  the  leaf,  and  placed  in  a 
jam-pot  or  glass  tube,  as  most  con- 
venient. Chimney-glasses,  corked  at 
each  end,  answer  very  well  for  con- 
taining a number  of  such  pupae. 

The  case-making  larvae  of  the  genus 
Coleophora  require  a treatment  totally 
different  from  that  which  is  found  to 
answer  for  other  Micro  larvae.  They 
must  have  air.  A close  vessel,  whether 
of  tin  or  glass,  is  to  a Coleophora 
larva  what  the  Black  Hole  at  Cal- 
cutta was  to  the  English  prisoners 
confined  there.  The  larvae  will  be 
seen  crawling  away  from  their  food 
to  the  top  of  their  cage,  trying  every 
crevice  to  find  a means  of  escape,  and 
in  their  agony  they  frequently  divest 
themselves  of  their  cases  in  their 
frantic  efforts  to  respire  more  freely. 
Truly  a number  of  these  larvae  in 
a close  shut-up  vessel  is  a piteous 
sight ! 

Hence  for  these  larvae  an  airy  cage, 
such  as  we  should  use  for  Macro 
larvae,  will  be  found  most  suitable. 
If  their  food  be  placed  in  a flower- 
pot, and  kept  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
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a growing  state,  a glass  cylinder  (or 
indeed  a cylinder  of  any  other  sub- 
stance), covered  with  gauze  at  the 
top,  should  be  placed  over  them,  and 
if  kept  out  of  doors  or  in  a cool  place 
they  should  give  the  collector  very 
little  trouble. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W,  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
.34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &o.  ‘ Recorder’  OlTice. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  Ike.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  See.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kiiigston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bry  den , 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gale. 


Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
ivill  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Untidy. — Never  write  your  letter  on 
the  piece  of  paper  which  wraps  up  your 
parcel.  Such  a wrapper  is  often  much 
torn  in  the  opening,  and  the  letter  then 
becomes  difficult  to  read. 

Chiruroicus. — We  set  out  all  our 
small  moths  on  flat  setting-boards  in 
which  grooves  are  cut  for  the  bodies. 


Change  of  Address. — Having  re- 
moved from  Mount  Pleasant,  my  address 
is  now — William  Talbot,  Crystal  Place, 
Wakefield. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoi'tera. 

Trochilium  Culiciforme. — Whilst  out 
the  other  day,  the  30th  of  May,  taking 
Nemeobius  Lucina,  Argynnis  Euphrosytie, 
See.,  I had  the  pleasure  of  cajituring  a 
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fine  specimen  of  T.  Culiciforme  at  rest 
on  a birch-leaf. — J.  Wragg,  7,  Spring 
Gardens,  Doncaster. 

Gelechia  fumatella. — Last  night,  being 
drizzling  and  mild,  I went  to  the  sand- 
hills to  collect  a lot  of  the  larvae  of  Lasio- 
carnpa  Trifolii  for  some  friends  who 
wanted  a few  ; whilst  so  employed  I took 
six  specimens  of  G.  fumatella.  Is  it 
double-brooded,  as  these  were  worn,  and 
it  is  a J Illy  insect  with  us  ? I have  plenty 
of  L.  Trifolii  larvae  now  for  those  who 
want  it. — C.  S.  Gbegson,  Fletcher  Grove, 
Stanley,  near  Liverpool ; June  2. 

A gloomy  days  Sport. — On  the  28th 
of  May  I started,  at  about  half-past  nine, 
with  not  a very  pleasant  prospect  before 
me,  the  sky  being  overcast  with  sundry 
clouds,  and  a strong  north-west  wind  was 
blowing,  but  the  warmness  of  the  pre- 
ceding week  made  me  hope  that  some- 
thing might  still  be  seen,  so  with  net  and 
boxes  I tramped  away  to  the  woods.  I 
had  gone  nearly  three  miles  without 
meeting  anything  at  all,  and  the  look  of 
the  weather  was  no  better  than  when  I 
first  started ; with  so  cheering  a prospect 
1 had  almost  determined  to  turn  back, 
but  at  a short  distance  off  I espied  a 
moth  sitting  on  a larch  fir  close  down  to 
the  ground:  on  examining  it  I found  it 
to  be  a nice  female  of  Boarmia  con- 
sortaria.  I then  proceeded,  and  in  the 
intervals  of  sunshine  Argynnis  Euphro- 
syne  and  Lasiommata  ^geria  fiitted  by ; 
with  this  I took  courage  and  went  still 
further,  and  on  summing  up  ray  captures, 
after  my  morning’s  sport,  I found  they 
exceeded  my  expectations  for  so  gloomy 
a day,  and  were  as  follows: — 

Lasiommata  JEgeria  (1), 

Argynnis  Euphrosyne  (4), 

Diaphora  Mendica  (1  9)» 

Boarmia  consortaria  (1  $ and  1 ?), 
Tephrosia  cousonaria  (3), 

and  a few  other  common  sorts.  Between 
the  6ih  and  30th  of  April,  this  year,  I 
took  seven  specimens  of  Tephrosia  lari- 


caria : last  year  they  were  much  earlier 
and  more  plentiful,  owing  to  the  mildness 
of  the  spring;  for  instance,  I took  twenty 
specimens  between  the  13ih  and  25th  of 
March,  and  after  that  they  were  not  seen 
again,  as  they  were  done.  In  company 
with  Mr.  Chaney,  I also  took,  at  the 
sallows,  Taniocampa  Leucographa  and 
Gracilis. — G.Lewcock,  S9,  High  Street, 
Chatham. 

CoLEOPTEBA. 

Elater  sanguinolentus. — If  Mr.  Gloyne 
will  be  good  enough  to  refer  to  Mr. Water- 
house’s list,  he  will  find  the  above  to  be 
the  correct  name  for  the  red  Elater  found 
by  myself  and  others  under  turf,  &c.,  on 
Wimbledon  Common.  It  would  be  as 
well  for  Mr.  Gloyne  to  study  the  above 
list  prior  to  correcting  other  people, — 
sanguinolentus  being  the  name  that 
stands,  ephippium  being  obsolete. — A. 
Solomon,  6,  Spenser  Road. 


OBSERVATIONS, 


Enquiry  as  to  the  Eggs  of  Nemeohius 
Lucina. — Can  any  gentleman  kindly  tell 
me  what  is  the  colour  of  the  eggs  of 
N.  Lucina,  and  any  distinctive  marks  in 
thpm,  as  I fancy  that  some  eggs  which  I 
have  got  belong  to  that  species. — E.  B. 
Bkackenbury,  St.  Peter's  College,  Rad- 
ley, Abingdon,  Berks. 

Hybridism. — Being  desirous  to  obtain 
hybridous  ovse  from  Smerinthus  Populi 
and  S.  Ocellatus,  and  having  females  of 
both,  I took  them  into  Prince’s  Park  on 
the  night  of  Monday,  the  28th  instant, 
and  about  ten  o’clock  was  visited  by  a 
male  Ocellatus,  which  was  oonducted  into 
the  cage  containing  a female  Poptdi,  and 
by  the  time  I reached  home  they  were  in 
cop.  The  next  day  I obtained  upwards 
of  one  hundred  eggs. — T.  Galliers, 
9,  Brenton  Street,  Liverpool. 

Curious  Food  for  Eupilhecia  sobrinata. 
— Having  more  larvae  of  this  species 
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feeding  than  I have  food  for,  I was  de- 
sirous to  husband  it,  that  the  only  juniper 
tree  I have  in  my  garden  might  last  their 
time;  I therefore  stuck  every  sprig  I cut 
into  a piece  of  potato  to  keep  it  fresh 
(I  do  not  like  bottles  of  water  — larvae 
drown  themselves  in  them),  and  on  re- 
newing the  food  next  day  I found  the 
larvae  enjoying  themselves  on  the  potatoes, 
cutting  grooves  along  the  cut  face,  and 
sometimes  half-burying  themselves  in  the 
Irish  fruit,  and  this  they  continued  to 
do.  — C.  S.  Gbegson,  Fletcher  Grove, 
Stanley,  near  Liverpool. 

Elachista  Pullicomella  : Correction  of 
Error. — At  p.  37  of  this  volume  I re- 
corded that  I had  received  larvae  of  this 
species  from  Herr  Auton  Schmid.  This 
appears  to  have  been  a mistake:  the 
larvae  collected  by  Herr  Schmid  were 
E.  cygnipennella.  The  pupa  sent  at  the 
same  time  was  that  of  E.  nigrella,  which 
had  got  placed  in  the  box  by  mistake. 
Hence  the  previous  notice  at  p.  37  is 
altogether  erroneous,  as  the  larvtE  which 
“ mined  in  the  style  of  a Cygnipennella 
larva”  were  really  referable  to  that  species. 
And  the  pupa  “ under  a silken  covering 
resembling  that  of  Rufocinerea"  was 
E.  nigrella.  Herr  Schmid  tenders  ten 
thousand  apologies  for  tlie  mistake,  and 
promises  to  be  more  careful  in  luture. 
Perhaps  our  readers  will  forgive  him  this 
time! — H.  T.  Stainton  ; June  2. 

Larva  of  Asthenia  Coniferana. — I have 
bred  A.  Coniferana  from  larvat  furnished 
me  by  W . Backhouse,  Esq. ; they  feed  in 
the  bark  of  Scotch  fir,  turning  part  of  the 
“ frass”  outside  ; they  are  dull  yellowish 
white,  with  the  head  pale  brown,  and 
with  no  spots.  Length  about  five-eighths 
of  an  inch. — John  Sang,  Darlington  ; 
June  1. 

Larva  of  Coleophora  Badiipennella. — 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Sayer  I 
have  received  a supply  of  the  larvae  of 
this  species.  They  are  feeding  on  elm  ; 
the  cases  are  all  remarkably  short,  and 
have  the  motith  abruptly  turned  down ; 


so  that  they  cannot  be  confused  either 
with  the  cases  of  Fuscedinella  or  those  of 
Limosipennella.  In  form  they  resemble 
the  cases  of  the  latter  species,  but  the 
size  is  so  different  that  they  cannot  he 
mistaken. — H.  T.  STAtNTON  : June  2. 

Hints  to  Bug  Collectors.  — As  the 
promised  Catalogue  of  the  British 
Hemiptera  cannot  fail  of  giving  an  im- 
petus to  bug  collecting,  tlie  following 
remarks  may  not  be  altogether  useless, 
or  considered  out  of  place.  At  this 
period,  and  for  some  time  to  come,  the 
collector  will  meet  with  numbers  of  un- 
developed forms,  which,  if  consigned  at 
once  to  the  laurel-bottle  will  be  obviously 
useless  as  specimens,  while  if  they  are 
returned  to  the  bough  from  which  they 
were  beaten  or  shaken,  the  chances  are 
that  when  wanted  they  will  not  he  forth- 
coming, or,  in  other  words,  that  the  col- 
lector w ill  never  meet  w ith  them  again, — 
that  is,  in  the  case  of  species  at  all  rare 
or  scarce.  What  then  is  the  course  to 
be  pursued?  The  plan  1 have  adopted, 
and  which  I recommend  to  others  is  to 
carry,  in  addition  to  the  bottle  containing 
bruised  laurel-leaves,  one  containing  un- 
bruised  oak-leaves,  if  1 am  beating  oak  ; 
sprigs  of  fir,  if  beating  firs;  birch,  if  beat- 
ing birch,  &c.  Into  this  bottle  I put  all 
the  immature  specimens  I am  desirous  of 
seeing  become  matured.  At  home  I have 
a large  aquarium-glass,  to  which  I have 
had  a lino  cover  made;  in  this  glass  are 
placed  three  or  four  short,  squat,  wide- 
mouthed  bottles  containing  water,  in 
which  1 put  sprigs  from  the  trees  off 
which  my  s])ecimeus  were  beaten.  Here 
the  insects  live  and  thrive  as  well  as  they 
could  possibly  do  in  their  native  haunts, 
care  of  course  being  taken  not  to  allow 
the  plants  npon  which  they  feed  to  wither 
or  dry  up,  but  to  renew  them  as  often  as 
they  exhibit  a tendency  to  do  so ; and  as 
a few  hours  sun  every  day  seems  not  only 
to  be  mightily  enjoyed  by  the  insects,  but 
also  doubtless  greatly  favours  their  de- 
velopment, it  would  be  well  to  give  them 
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tlie  benefit  of  it,  in  wliich  case  the  plants 
should  be  changed  on  removing  the 
glass  into  the  shade.  Although  they 
draw  much  of  their  nourishment  from  Uie 
young  and  tender  leaves  of  a plant,  they 
appear  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
blossoms  when  they  can  gain  access  to 
them.  I find  maple  in  flower  very 
attractive,  but  less  so  than  oaks,  which 
are  now  absolutely  swarming  with  several 
species.  So  comjvlele  a metamorphosis 
takes  place  in  some  of  the  species  that 
the  colour  and  markings  of  an  immature 
specimen  are  no  guide  whatever  in  deter- 
mining what  the  insect  will  be  like  when 
matured.  To-day  you  may  observe  a 
specimen  of  an  uniform  bright  rosy  pink 
colour,  body  and  wings  and  all;  to- 
morrow it  will  be  found  to  have  thrown 
ofl'  this  livery  and  made  its  appearance 
in  a sober  suit  of  olive-green  and  black 
with  just  a reddish  or  yellowish  tinge  on 
the  scutellum  and  a silvery  patch  at  the 
tip  of  the  wing.— S.  Stone  ; June  2. 

Bibio  Marci. — Every  one  must  have 
noticed,  early  in  the  month  of  May,  a 
sluggish,  black-looking  fly  that  rejoices 
in  the  name  of  Bibio  Marci,  because  it 
usually  appears  on  the  Continent  on  or 
about  the  day  of  Si.  Mark.  It  lives  in 
the  winged  state  on  the  juices  of  flowers, 
and  may  not  un frequently  be  seen  at  rest 
on  the  i'ruil  trees  of  our  gardens.  In  the 
larva  state,  says  Macquart,  it  is  furnished 
with  rough  hairs  that  give  it  something 
of  the  aspect  of  a hairy  caterpillar. 
These  hairs  or  bristles  are  given  to  it  for 
the  purposes  of  locomotion  during  its 
subterranean  life,  as  it  seems  to  be 
entirely  destitute  of  feet.  For  nearly  a 
year  it  has  to  seek  its  food  in  runs  under- 
ground, and  but  for  these  processes  loco- 
motion would  be  sadly  impeded,  if  not 
almost  impossible.  During  the  winter  it 
penetrates,  like  the  mole,  deeper  into  the 
soil,  and  is  thus  secure  from  the  influence 
of  frost  and  cold.  At  the  close  of  March 
it  assumes  its  pupal  condition,  whence  it 
emerges  early  in  May  in  this  country,  to 


live  through  its  last  sluggish  stage  of 
existence.  Bibio  Marci  may  be  thus 
characterized  : — Body  shining  black,  with 
black  hairs ; wings  hyaline  in  the  male, 
darker  and  more  dusky  in  the  female; 
antennae  in  both  sexes  perfoliate;  eyes  of 
the  male  large  and  prominent, — those  of 
the  female  small,  the  head  being  singu- 
larly porrected.  The  female  fly  is  the 
larger. — Petek  lNCHBALO,<StorrAes  Hall, 
near  Huddersfield  ; May  28. 

A Question  for  Hymenoplerists  P — Is 
there  not  some  mistake  in  this?  I am 
no  Hymenopterist,  but  do  bees  of  any 
species  lay  their  eggs  indiscriminately 
over  grass  plots?  May  I not  suggest 
that  the  blackbirds  and  thrushes  are 
looking  for  the  larvae  or  pupae  of  Pliyllo- 
perlha  horlicola  or  Melolontha  vulgaris  P 
When  I lived  in  the  North,  where  P.  hor- 
ticola  was  very  abundant,  so  that  they 
swarmed  in  the  fields  (generally  the  first 
week  in  June),  the  starlings,  which  are 
also  abundant  there,  would  congregate 
in  the  pastures,  and  feed  almost  entirely 
on  the  larvae  of  this  insect.  The  grass 
in  such  places  nearly  always  died,  whether 
from  being  rooted  up  by  the  birds  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  larvae  I cannot  say.  That 
the  larva  of  M.  vulgaris  does  sometimes 
infinite  damage,  vide  Kirby  and  Spence’s 
‘ Entomology,’  cheap  edition,  p.  98.  To 
the  damage,  whether  direct  or  indirect, 
caused  by  that  of  Phylloperlka  horlicola 
I myself  can  testify. — R.  Tyrer,  jun.. 
Hill  House,  Eye;  May  28. 


EXCHANGE. 

Porthesia  Chrysorriicea. — I have  now 
sent  off  a supply  to  all  applicants,  and  if 
any  one  has  not  received  them  I still 
have  a few  to  spare.  I have  sent  off  up- 
wards of  2000,  and  out  of  over  eighty 
applicants  have  only  heard  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  sixteen  parcels.  I intend 
leaving  home  on  the  11th  inst.,  and  will 
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feel  obliged  lo  any  correspondents  not  to 
send  me  any  boxes  after  the  9th,  till  they 
bear  of  niy  return. — R.  W.  Wright, 
A,  Gloucester  Terrace,  Victoria  Park  Road, 
Hackney,  N.E. ; June  2. 

PS.  The  applications  for  the  three 
species  I offered  last  week  are  coming  in 
wholesale,  but  I regret  being  again  com- 
pelled to  refuse  some  boxes  on  account 
of  their  being  unpaid.  Correspondents 
will  please  observe  that  all  boxes  not 
coming  free  are  refused.  1 do  not  want 
any  more  ovte  or  larvae  of  Smerinthus 
Ocellatus. — R.  W.  W.;  June  4. 

Pupa  of  Hypercompa  Dominula.  — 
Having  several  of  these  on  hand,  I shall 
be  glad  to  exchange  them  for  larvae  or 
pupae  of  the  following:  — 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus, 

...  Populi, 

•••  liliae, 

Zeuzera  iEsculi, 

Cerura  Bicuspis, 

...  Bifida. 

Pray  write  first. — Rfiv.Siii  C.R.  Lighton, 
Bart.,  Ellastone,  Ashbourne,  Derby- 
shire; June  1. 

Riston  IJirtaria. — We  have  larvae  of 
this  species  to  spare,  which  we  shall  be 
happy  lo  supply  to  any  gentleman  on 
receipt  of  a box  with  return  postage. — 
C.  J.  Fexn,  Grove  House,  Lewisham, 
S.E. ; June  3. 

Duplicate  Larva. — I have  a consider- 
able number  of  the  larvae  of  Diaphora 
mcndica  to  spare,  and  shall  be  happy 
to  forward  a supply  to  any  entomologist 
writing  for  them,  on  receipt  of  a box  with 
return  postage. — Elijah  Caktkr,  Lock- 
wood,  near  Huddersfield  ; May  30. 

Superjiuous  Larva. — I have  upwards 
of  200  larviE  oi  Liparis  Dispar  more  than 
1 want.  I shall  have  much  pleasure  in 
giving  them  to  any  entomologist  in  want 
of  them,  oil  receipt  of  a box  with  return 
postage.  — William  Taluot,  Crystal 
Place,  Wakefield  ; June  3. 

Exchange. — I have  some  fine  bred  spe- 
cimens of  Trochilium  Culiciforme,  which 


I should  like  to  exchange  for  good  speci- 
mens of  any  of  the  following: — Nos.  4, 
11,  20, 23,  24,  42  to  44,  53,  62, 63, 68, 69, 
77,  85,  86,  89  to  98,  100,  102,  109,  112, 
113,  115  to  125,130  to  132, 138,  142,  157, 
170, 187, 188,211.  I have  also  a quantity 
of  larvae  of  Riston  Hirtaria  and  a few  of 
Hypogymna  Dispar ; these  I will  send  to 
any  person  sending  box  with  return 
postage,  or  1 will  pay  postage  one  way  if 
they  will  send  any  of  the  following  or 
above-numbered  insects: — Nos.  5, 12, 19, 
21,  31,  38  to  43,  55,  66,  71,  75,  103,  106 
to  108,  133,  136,  164,  177,  178,  180  lo 
183,  186. — F.  CoLLiNsoN,  7,  Mintern 
Street,  Hoxton,  N. 

Exchange. — I have  a good  many  du- 
plicates of  Nemeobius  Lucina  and  Ste- 
ropes  Paniscus,  which  I shall  be  glad  to 
exchange  for  any  of  the  following: — 

Papilio  Machaon, 

Polyommalus  Alsus, 

...  Artaxerxes, 

...  Adonis, 

...  Agestis, 

Anlhrocera  Minos, 

Sesia  Fuciformis, 

...  Bombiliformis, 

Trochilium  Ichneumoniforme, 
Hepialus  Hectus. 

— T.  C.  Wilkinson,  Thurning  Rectory, 
near  Oundle,  Northamptonshire. 

Exchange. — I have  lleliodes  Arbuti 
and  larvae  of  Coleophora  saturatella,  which 
I shall  be  glad  to  exchange  for  larvie  or 
ovae  of  any  of  the  following: — 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus, 

...  Tiliae, 

Cerura  Vinula, 

Notodonta  Ziczac, 

Pterostoma  Palpina, 

Petasia  Cassinea, 

Clostcra  Curlula, 

Psilura  Monacha, 

Sliipnoliu  Salicis, 

Miltochrista  Miniata, 

Arctia  Villica, 

Diaphora  Mcndica, 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 


79 


Lasiocampa  Trifolii, 

...  Quercus, 

Poecilocampa  Populi, 

Trichiura  Crataegi, 

Endromis  Versicolora, 

Saturnia  Pavonia-miiior, 

Fumea  Nitidella. 

Gentlemen  not  hearing  from  me  in  a 
week  will  please  to  conclude  that  their 
offers  are  not  accepted  or  I have  received 
them  elsewhere.  — Y.  Dues,  Ravens- 
hourne  Park,  Lewisham,  S.E. 

British  Brachelylra.  — Having  had 
some  lists  of  this  order  printed,  I shall 
he  glad  to  supply  any  one  with  them  at 
Is.  per  dozen,  or  7d.  for  half-a-dozen. — 
G.  F.  Mathew,  Raleigh  House,  near 
Barnstaple. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


As  the  fifth  volume  of  this  work  will 
soon  be  issued  from  the  press,  and  as  the 
manuscript  of  the  sixth  volume,  which 
treats  of  the  genus  Depkessaria  is 
nearly  completed,  it  behoves  us  to  turn 
our  attention  to  the  succeeding  volumes. 

And  first  as  to  Vol.  VII.,  for  which  we 
propose  some  of  the  genus  Buoculateix, 
together  with  a further  batch  of  the  genus 
Nepticula,  we  believe  we  already  possess 
ample  materials  for  the  Natural  Histories 
of  twenty-four  species  from  those  two 
genera  ; but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  call 
attention  to  a few  points  requiring  ob- 
t servation,  in  order  that  our  information 
1 may  be  as  complete  as  possible. 

With  reference  to  the  genus  Buccula- 
I trix,  we  are  extremely  anxious  to  see  the 
1 larva  of  B.  Boyerella,  which  should  be 
1 found  in  and  on  elm-leaves  between  the 
(end  of  June  and  beginning  of  August, 
llf  those  who  take  the  perfect  insect  in 
tany  plenty  would  critically  examine  the 
oelm-leaves  during  that  period  they  would 


probably  succeed  in  finding  this  larva: 
we  regret  that  we  cannot  at  present  spe- 
cify more  precisely  the  probable  period 
in  which  this  larva  is  to  be  found 
feeding. 

Of  one  Continental  species  B.Evonymi, 
Zeller  {Rhamnella,  H.-S.),  which  has 
been  observed  to  frequent  spindle,  the 
larva  is  still  undetected. 

With  reference  to  the  genus  Nepticula, 
the  growth  of  this  genus  has  been  so 
rapid  that  it  is  difficult  to  realize  to  our- 
selves our  precise  position  with  respect 
to  it.  But  five  years  ago,  when  the  first 
volume  of  the  ‘Natural  History -of  the 
Tineina’  was  published,  we  remarked 
that  “ up  to  the  present  time  we  are  not 
acquainted  with  more  than  thirty-three 
species  of  this  genus,  thirty-one  of  which 
occur  in  Great  Britain,”  and  out  of  these 
the  larvae  of  twenty-two  were  known,  and 
twenty-one  of  them  were  delineated  in 
that  volume. 

Two  years  later  Professor  Frey,  in  the 
eleventh  volume  of  the  ‘ Linnaea  Ento- 
mologica,’  described  fifty-five  species,  the 
larvae  of  twelve  of  which  were  then  un- 
known. 

Since  then  six  species  have  been  de- 
scribed in  the  ‘ Entomologist’s  Annuals’ 
for  1857 — 1860,  viz.,  Luteella,  Atricollis, 
Myrtillella,  Poterii,  Glutinosce  and  Po- 
mella ; and  Casianella  has  been  noticed. 
And  eight  other  species  have  been  men- 
tioned in  our  own  columns,  one  of  which, 
Freyella,  bred  from  Convolvulus,  was  de- 
scribed by  Von  Heyden.  The  others 
being — 

Bred  from 


Tormentiliae 

Agrimoniae 

Paradoxa  . 

Speciosa 

Ariae  . . . 

Helianthemi 

Rhamnella 


Tormentilla  erecta 
Agrimonia  Eupatoria 
Hawthorn 
Sycamore 
Sorbus  aria 

Helianthemum  vulgare 
Rhamnus  catharticus. 
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Of  the  twelve  unknown  larvae  in  1857, 
those  of  three  species  have  since  been 
ascertained,  viz. — 

Bred  from 

^neofasciata  . A<rrimonia  Eupatoria 
Arjiyropeza  . . Populus  tremula 

Sericopeza  . • Populus  tremula. 


In  brief  a tabular  sketch  of  our  in- 
creased knowledge  of  the  genus  in  five 
years  would  stand  thus — 


1855 

1857 

I860 

Species  known 

. 33 

55 

69 

Larvae  known 

. 22 

43 

59 

...  unknown 

11 

12 

10 

IV'hilst  the  number  of  species  has 
more  than  doubled,  the  number  of  un- 
known larvae  has  actually  decreased. 

Intimella, 

Argyrostigma, 

Headleyella, 

Apicella, 

Turbidella, 

Decentella, 

Quinquella, 

Regiella, 

Subnitidella,  and 
Glutinosae, 

are,  we  imagine,  the  only  species  of  which 
the  larvae  are  still  unknown  to  us. 

Next  week  we  will  glance  at  our 
prospects  for  Vol.  VIII.,  and  during  the 
summer  we  will  again  return  to  the 
genus  Nepticula. 


Meeting  at  Reigate. — We  under- 
stand Mr.  Saunders  has  invited  the 
members  of  the  Entomological  Society 
to  meet  their  President  and  Council  at 
Reigate,  on  Friday,  June  22. 


Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6rf.,  cloth  hoards, 
2s. 

The  lepidopterist’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the.  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Merkin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepi<lo|)tera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  0|)inion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
elligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterisl’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London  : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 

The  ento.mologist’s  com- 

_ PANION.  By  H.  T.  Si  ainton. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  hook  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Athenceum. 

London;  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edward  Nfwmak, 
Printer , of  No.S>,  Uevoiishire  Street,  Bishops- 
Rate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex, — Saturday,  June  9,  1800. 
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SEGMENTS. 


In  ouv  No.  190,  p.  63,  Mr.  Merrin,  in 
writing  on  the  subject  of  “ unknown 
larvae,”  says,  “ It  would  be  desirable, 
whenever  a strange  larva  is  taken,  for 
the  collector  to  make  a note,  on  the 
spot,  of  the  time,  place  and  food,  and 
on  reaching  home  to  write  a short 
description  of  it  in  his  journal.” 

Now,  unless  the  inexperienced  col- 
lector has  paid  some  attention  to  larvae, 
he  will  be  certain  to  give  himself  much 
unnecessary  trouble,  and  at  the  same 
time  write  very  unintelligible  descrip- 
tions, if  he  begins  off-hand  to  describe 
the  first  larva  that  he  meets  with. 

Let  him  take,  for  instance,  the  larva 
— conspicuous  and  grotesque  enough — 
of  Notodonta  Ziczac ; on  W'hich  seg- 
ments are  its  humps  placed?  Some 
authors  mention  these  humps  as  being 
on  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  seg- 
ments; others  say  that  they  are  on 
the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth.  Now 
which  of  these  statements  is  the  more 
correct  ? 

If  our  readers  will  refer  to  the  wood- 
cut  of  the  dissected  Elater  larvae  in 
Newman’s  ‘ Familiar  Introduction  to 
the  History  of  Insects,’  p.  137,  they 
will  see  clearly  how  the  larva  is  divided 


into  thirteen  segments,  and,  at  p.  140 
of  the  same,  work,  they  will  read  that 
the  first  segment  is  the  head. 

Dallas,  in  his  ‘ Elements  of  Ento- 
mology,’ after  remarking  that  the  num- 
ber of  segments  in  insects  is  pretty 
uniformly  thirteen,  proceeds,  at  p.  8, 
The  first  segment  is  the  head. 

Westwood,  in  his  ‘Introduction  to 
the  Modern  Classification  of  Insects,’ 
vol.  i.  p.  5,  mentions  that  the  usually 
supposed  typical  number  of  segments 
is  thirteen,  then  alludes  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  segments  into  three  distinct 
regions  (head,  thorax  and  abdomen), 
and  informs  us  that  “ the  head  con- 
sists of  a single  segment,”  which  is  of 
course  the  first  segment. 

We  purposely  dwell  upon  the  sub- 
ject, in  order  to  impress  on  all  our 
younger  readers  that  the  head  is  the 
first  segment.  It  is  so  constantly  over- 
looked in  describing  larvae,  and  the 
head  is,  so  to  speak,  ignored  on  account 
of  its  different  structure  from  the  re- 
maining segments. 

The  segment  behind  the  head  (which 
is  often  so  erroneously  called  the  first 
segment)  is  the  second  segment,  and 
the  segments  which  represent  the  tho- 
rax and  bear  the  thoracic  or  true 
legs  (so  beautifully  developed  in  the 
Lobster  caterpillar,  Stauropus  Fagi,) 
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are  the  second,  third  and  fourth  seg- 
ments. 

If  a collector  will,  bearing  this  in 
mind,  again  take  the  larva  of  Notodonla 
Ziczac  in  hand,  he  will  find  that  the  . 
humps  are  on  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  segments.  Hence  those  authors 
who  placed  them  on  the  fifth,  sixth 
and  seventh  segments  omitted  to  count 
the  head  as  the  first  segment. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Statnton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham,near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 
under  half  a page  ...  1 0 
Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “Exchange.” 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


III. — Received ; thanks ! Your  Cosni. 
Druryella  will  probably  be  a new  spe- 
cies. 


Change  of  Address. — Having  left 
Tinahely,  County  Wicklow,  my  address 


is  now — Rev.  J.  Bristow,  Holywood, 
Co.  Down. 

Change  of  Address.  — I have  left 
Wickham  Market,  and  shall  be  unsettled 
for  a time,  but  letters  will  find  me  if  ad- 
dressed to  Breadsall  Rectory,  near  Derby. 
— Rev.  H.  Harpur  Crew'e;  June  9. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Polyommatus  Btelica. — I have  lately 
learned  that  a specimen  of  this  insect 
was  captured  near  Christchurch,  on  the 
4lh  of  .August  last,  by  Captain  Albert  de 
Lautour.  It  was  flying  about  the  ever- 
lasting pea  growing  in  his  garden. — 
U.  T.  Stainton;  June  6. 

Cerura  Bicuspis.  — I have  had  the 
pleasure  of  taking  a fine  female  of  this 
species  from  the  alder,  after  eight  years 
searching.  No  one  need  apply  for  it,  as 
I want  it  for  my  own  collection. — T.  R. 
Pugh,  28,  Berry  Street,  Preston  ; June  9. 

Acronycta  Alni. — I took  a fine  male, 
apparently  just  emerged  from  the  pupa, 
at  sugar,  on  the  6ih  inst.,  near  this  city. — 
J.  Birks,  York;  June  II. 

Epione  Vespertaria.  — I have  found 
what  I believe  to  be  the  larvai  of  this 
species  on  the  dwarf  sallow.  I had  pre- 
viously bred  some  of  the  larvse  from  eggs 
laid  by  a female  of  last  year  (the  first 
larva  emerged  from  the  egg  on  the  20th 
ult.).  I put  the  larva,  as  they  came  out, 
on  a sprig  of  sallow,  which  they  attacked 
freely.  I lost  all  but  one,  however,  and 
I then  searched  the  plant,  and  succeeded 
in  finding  what  I believe  to  be  larva  of 
the  same  species,  notwithstanding  they 
are  exceedingly  varied  in  appearance, 
principally  in  colour:  the  fact,  however, 
of  their  identity  time  alone  can  deter- 
mine; as  the  larva,  which  are  now  very 
small,  attain  their  full  growth,  these  dif- 
ferences of  colour  may  disappear. — Idid. 
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Chrosis  Audouinana. — I captured  a 
specimen  of  this  rareTortrix  at  Loughton, 
on  the  10th  inst.  I saw  no  Venusiula, 
nor  did  I hear  that  any  had  been  taken. 
— C.  J . Biggs,  South  Hackney ; June  12. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Darenth. — In  spite  of  the  backward 
season  insects  are  beginning  to  get  about 
here.  By  beating  dry  sticks  in  hedges  I 
have  taken — 

Hedobia  imperialis, 

Acalles  misellus, 

Salpingus  viridipennis, 

...  planirostris, 

Hylesinus  fuscatus, 

...  trifolii, 

Hylurgus  rhododactylus,’ 
and  by  beating  and  sweeping  in  the 
wood  the  following  species  hare  occurred 
to  me: — 

Cryptocephalus  sex-punctatus, 
fluvilabris, 

...  punctiger, 

Zeiigophora  subspinosa, 


Rhynchites  betula;. 

betuleti. 

• • • 

populi, 

• • • 

pubescens. 

... 

BEiieovirens, 

alliariae. 

• • • 

germanicus, 

nanus, 

tequatus, 

Magdalinus  cerasi, 

Apion  vernale, 

...  riifirostre, 

Orchestes  rusci, 

Coeliodes  quercus, 

...  rubicundus, 
Balanimis  nucum, 

...  venosus  (glandium), 
Otiorbynchus  ligneus, 

...  scabrosus, 
Polydrosus  cerviuus, 

Apoderus  avellanae, 

Atellabus  curculionides, 
Eriihiuus  tortrix, 

Molytes  coronatus, 


Anobium  castaneum, 

Pyrochroa  coccinea  (in  all  stages  under 
bark,  and  flying), 

Chrysomela  rufipes  (plentiful  on  dwarf 
poplar,  bright  red  when  alive,  fades 
quickly), 

10-gnttata, 

...  Banksii, 

...  populi, 

Oomorphus  concolor, 

Podabrus  lateralis, 

Macrocnema  dulcamaras, 
Strophosomus  obesus  (plentiful), 
Asclera  caerulea, 

Saperda  populnea, 

Choleva  anisotoraoides, 

Cistela  castanea, 

Agriotes  acuminatus, 

Bembidium  dojis, 

Harpalus  tardus  (plentiful  under  gar- 
den refuse  near  the  “ Fox”), 

...  fulvipes, 

Hoinalota  brunnea, 

Campylus  linearis,  J , 

Cerylon  histeroides  (under  oak  bark). 
— E.  C.  Rye,  284,  King's  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Cosmopteryx  Druryella  P — Last  August 
I received  from  Herr  Hofmann,  of  Ratis- 
bon,  a larva  mining  in  the  leaves  of  a 
grass,  Hierochloe  Australis;  it  had  not 
the  habit  of  an  Elachista  larva,  as  it 
ejected  its  excrement  through  a hole  in 
the  mine,  but  in  personal  appearance 
there  was  nothing  striking  about  it.  The 
larvse  which  I received  all  died  in  the 
winter,  but  I learn  from  Dr.  Ottmar  Hof- 
raan  that  from  the  specimens  of  the  same 
larvtB  which  his  father  has  retained  at 
Ratisbon  several  specimens  have  appeared 
which  closely  resemble  C.  Druryella. 
That  it  cannot  be  our  British  species,  to 
which  I have  now  restored  the  Haworlhian 
name  (Eximia),  is  evident,  as  that  has  a 
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pretty  red-inarbled  larva  which  mines  in 
hop-leaves,  and  the  Druryella  of  Herrich- 
Scliiiffer  seems  to  he  our  insect.  Schmid- 
iella,  whicli  has  also  a red-marhled  larva, 
mines  in  the  leaves  of  Vida  Sepium. 
The  Druryella  of  Zeller  is  a totally  dis- 
tinct species,  ol  which  the  larva  is  un- 
known. Possibly  there  are  several  new 
species  like  Druryella  yet  to  turn  up!  — 
H.  T.  Stainton;  June  12. 

A Chance  Observation. — While  search- 
ing for  Heniiptera  on  Wednesday  last. 
May  30th,  on  a weedy  bank,  a Hynien- 
opterous  insect  (a  Sphex,  I believe) 
caught  iny  eye,  attached  to  the  extreme 
point  of  a spikelet  of  one  of  the  common 
grasses,  in  a manner  that  made  me  think 
it  must  be  impaled  by  some  unrelenting 
butcher  bird.  I carefully  plucked  the 
grass,  the  insect  remaining  motionless 
and  apparently  dead,  and,  on  closer 
inspection,  discovered  that  the  spikelet 
did  not  enter  the  insect’s  body,  but  that 
its  mandibles  were  firmly  clasped  around 
the  point  of  the  grass.  I then  imagined 
that  this  must  be  a case  of  self-immo- 
lation, and  was  preparing  to  box  the  grass 
and  its  adherent  entire,  as  an  interesting 
specimen  for  Mr.  F.  Smith,  when  to  my 
utter  surprise  and  disappointment,  the 
Sphex  (i*)  suddenly  opened  its  wings  and 
flew  away!— Rev.  A.  R.  Hogan,  PiUon, 
near  Salisbury  ; June  2. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Hogan 
for  again  calling  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  this  habit  of  some  of  the  wild 
bees.  Heif  Gueinzius,  in  bis  observations 
of  Hymenoptera  at  Port  Natal,  remarks 
of  a Crocisa,  “ This  Crocisa  has  the 
same  habit  as  many  other  species  of 
Apidm,  namely,  that  when  at  rest  it  does 
not  sit  down,  but  lays  hold  with  its  man- 
dibles of  the  outermost  points  of  a twig 
or  shrub,  keeping  its  body  out  in  a hori- 
zontal position.  A number  of  species, 
probably  all  males,  may  be  found  every 
evening,  occupying  similar  situations, 
attached  to  twigs,  blades  of  grass,  &c. 


It  is  a strange  sight  to  see  a grass  or 
shrub  bearing  a number  of  gray,  brown 
or  black  hairy  bees  in  the  place  of  seeds 
or  flowers,”  and  Mr.  Kearley  observed  a 
similar  habit  in  this  country  in  Chelostoma 
florisomnis  (Zool.  1857,  p.  5770  Proc. 
Ent.  Soc.  vol.  iv.  n.s.,  p.  77 ; vol.  v.  n.s., 

p.  10)]. 


EXCHANGE. 


Diaphora  Mendica. — I have  again 
met  with  this  insect,  and  have  eggs  to 
spare,  which  I shall  be  happy  to  send  to 
any  gentleman  in  want  of  them,  on  re- 
ceipt of  return  postage  and  box.  If 
those  correspondents  whom  I could  not 
sup|)ly  last  year  will  write  again  I shall 
be  happy  to  supply  them  now. — Daniel 
Ro HIXSON,  New  Road,  Rastrick,  New 
Huddersfield  ; June  8. 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus  and  Salurnia 
Pavonia-minur . — I have  impregnated 
ov®  of  these  species,  which  I shall  be 
happy  to  send  to  any  one  writing  for 
them.  Those  not  hearing  from  me  within 
a week  to  conclude  that  my  stock  is  ex- 
hausted.— W.  Lang,  John  Street,  Hamil- 
ton, N.  B. ; June  7. 

Stock  exhausted. — .My  stock  of  Tro- 
chilium  Culiciformc  is  quite  exhausted. 
T have  been  obliged  to  take  my  own, 
series  to  supply  my  numerous  applicants, 
and  the  only  specimen  I now  possess  is  a 
yellow-belted  variety.  I offer  my  sincere 
thanks  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
kind  enough  to  favour  me  with  their 
offers  of  exchange,  but  I am  exceedingly 
sorry  I cannot  supply  them  this  season  ; 
1 shall  feel  great  pleasure  in  doing  so 
next  year.  I hope  they  will  accept  this 
as  an  answer,  for  1 have  so  little  spare 
time  that  I cannot  reply  to  their  letters 
in  any  other  way.  1 have  still  a few 
larva;  of  IJislon  Ilirtaria  and  Hypogynma 
Dispar. — F.  Coli.inson,  7,  Mintern  St., 
Jloxlon,  A'.;  June  12. 
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NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


We  wish  to  direct  ihe  atteiuion  of  our 
Micro- Lepidopterological  readers  to  our 
prospects  for  the  8th  volume  of  the 
‘ Natural  History  of  the  Tineina,’  tha 
volume  which  should  be  published  in 
1863. 

For  this  we  propose  to  give  24  species 
from  the  allied  genera  of  Geacilaria, 
CoEisciUM  and  Ounix. 

In  the  genus  Gracilaria ' we  are 
already  acquainted  with  the  transforma- 
tions of  the  following : — 

Stigraatella, 

Swederella, 

Semifascia, 

Elongella, 

Tringipennella, 

Limosella, 

Syringella, 

Phasianipennella, 

Auroguttella, 

Ononidis, 

Omissella, 

Pavoniella,  and 
Kollariella. 

That  is,  thirteen  species,  but  of  these  we 
shall  yet  be  glad  to  receive  feeding-larvae 
of  Limosella  and  Pavoniella,  as  our 
observations  with  regard  to  those  larvae 
are  still  rather  incomplete. 

The  larvae  of  the  following^species  have 
been  noticed,  hut  we  have  not  yet  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  ; — 

Populetorum.  On  poplar. 

Rullpennella.  On  sycamore. 

Scalariella.  On  Echium  and  Anchusa. 

The  larvae  of  the  other  European  spe- 
cies of  the  genus  are  unknown  ; viz. : — 

Rhodinella, 

Onutella, 

Oneratella, 


Heraidactylella, 

Slramineella, 

Falconipennella. 

Simploniella, 

Quadrisignella, 

linperialt'lla, 

Cupediella,  and 
Gradatella. 

' Our  readers  will  perceive  that  if  to  the 
13  larvae  with  which  we  are  acquainted 
we  add  the  three  known  larvae  which 
we  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing,  Populetorum,  Rujipennella  and 
Scalariella,  we  should  have  a total  of  six- 
teen, and  if  we  could  then  discover  eight 
out  of  the  eleven  unknown  larvae  of  the 
genus  we  should  be  in  a position  to 
furnish  volume  8 exclusively  from  the 
genus  Gracilaria',  this,  however,  we  have 
no  right  to  expect,  however  desirable 
such  a consummation  may  be. 

In  the  genus  Co r'isciMm,  which  contains 
but  three  species,  we  are  thus  situated. 
The  larva  of  Brongniardellum  is  known, 
and  we  are  well  acquainted  with  it.  The 
larva  of  Cuculipennellum  is  known,  and 
we  have  just  received  it  this  week  from 
Herr  Schmid,  of  Frankfort.  The  larva 
of  Sulphurellum  (Citrinellum)  is  uu- 
known. 

In  the  genus  Ornix  we  have  figures  of 
the  larvae  of 

Scoticella, 

Betulae, 

Avellanella, 

Logauella, 

Anglicella,  and 
Petiolella. 

The  larva  of  Ornix  gultea,  of  which  we 
have  a description,  we  still  want  for  the 
purpose  of  figuring,  and  we'  should  be 
glad  to  have  further  opportunities  of 
studying  the  larvae  of  O.  Scoticella  and 
Petiolella.  The  larva  of  Torquillella, 
though  known  to  feed  on  sloe,  has  not 
been  specifically  distinguished  from  the 
larva  of  Anglicella.  The  larvae  of  Angu- 
liferella  and  Finitimella  we  have  never 
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seen.  The  larvae  of  Ampliatella,  Scutu- 
latella,  Devoniella,  Pfaffenzelleri,  CcbIu- 
tella,  Interruplella  and  Caudulatella  are 
still  unknown. 

Here  then  is  a wide  field  for  investiga- 
tion, and  though  at  present  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  furnish  the  metamorphoses  of 
twenty-four  species  of  the  family  Gbaci- 
laiuidjE,  we  hope,  before  the  close  of  the 
present  season,  by  the  kind  assistance  of 
our  readers,  to  see  our  way  a little^better 
in  that  direction. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  THE 
RARER  BRITISH  SPHINGID.t;, 


To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘Intelligencer,' 

Sir, — It  is  constantly  asserted  that  the 
autumn-caught  or  bred  specimens  of  A. 
Alropos  and  S.  Convolvuli,  if  females,  are 
without  eggs.  If  this  be  true,  then,  is 
the  brood  perpetuated  in  S.  Convolvuli 
as  in  A.  Alropos,  by  fertile  females  in 
the  early  summer  ? If  so,  are  these 
females  in  the  case  of  S.  Convolvuli  a 
foreign  importation,  or  English-born  spe- 
cimens freshly  emerged  or  hybernated  ? 

In  like  manner  may  be  asked.  What  is 
the  condition  of  all  female  British 
Sphinges  emerging  in  the  autumn 
months;  are  these  possessed  of  ova  or 
not  ? In  A.  Alropos  it  seems  acknow- 
ledged that  the  females  which  thus 
emerge  are  all  barren.  Some  think  that 
the  ova  can  be  found  in  the  autumn-born 
female  Sphinges,  hut  in  a small  unde- 
veloped state,  and  that  these  during  hy- 
bernation are  matured. 

It  seems  desirable  to  settle  this  point, 
as  upou  it  depends  also  the  question. 
Whether  some  of  our  rarer  Sphinges  are 
continuously  indigenous,  and  thus  a series 
of  observations  should  be  collected  from 


the  various  captures  in  spring  and  autumn 
of  the  Sphinges,  noting  the  time,  place, 
outward  condition  and  anatomical  de- 
velopment and  maturity,  especially  res- 
pecting the  autumn-born  specimens  of 
the  commoner  species,  as  the  Smerinthi, 
inasmuch  as  we  cannot  hope  to  educe 
the  truth  from  a single  or  a few  obser- 
vations. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of 
your  readers  who  have  ever  noted  or  will 
note  such  points,  but  I especially  think 
that  such  information  should  be  recorded 
in  your  pages,  as  it  is  a question  which 
seems  to  be  of  far  greater  interest  and 
physiological  importance  than  the  ques- 
tion of  the  double-broodedness  of  the 
Notodontidae,  which  of  late  agitated  so 
severely  some  of  our  greatest  observera. 

I may  further  observe  that  our  hyber- 
nating  Lepidoptera,  and  any  specimens 
occurring  at  an  unusual  time,  should  be 
anatomically  examined,  as  it  will  probably 
throw  light  on  a subject  of  which  at 
present  we  know  but  little.  Theory  in 
this  case  is  no  use ; we  require  observation 
— fact. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  Wallace,  M.B.,  Oxon. 
23,  Bedford  Place ; 

June  5. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


JAnntva  Enlomologica.  Zcilschrifl  her- 
ausgeyeben  von  dem  Entomologische 
Vereine  in  StcUin.  ^^)l.  XIV. 

In  the  new  volume  of  the  ‘ Linniea,’ 
which  we  have  just  received,  there  are 
papers  by  Dr.  Suffrian  on  the  Asiatic 
Crijplocephali ; by  Dr.  Hagen  on  the 
Termilcs ; by  Dr.  Gerslacker  on  the 
genus  Lissonus;  by  Professor  Frey  on 
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the  genus  Laverna ; by  Anton  Dohrn  on 
the  family  Emesina,  Sec.,  &c. 

The  paper  by  Professor  Frey  is  not  a 
long  one,  but  knowing  how  much  he  had 
been  otherwise  engaged  last  year,  and 
how  little  time  he  had  for  Entomo- 
logy,  we  were  rather  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  that  the  volume  before  us  con- 
tained any  memoir  at  all  from  his  pen. 

The  genus  Laverna  is  interesting  in 
several  respects,  as,  for  instance,  the 
graceful  form  and  gay  colouring  of  many 
of  the  species,  the  varied  habit  of  the 
larvas,  and  the  extraordinary  proportion 
of  the  larvae  which  are  attached  to  the 
single  genus  of  plants  Epilohium. 

Professor  Frey  enumerates  twenty  spe- 
cies (erroneously  numbered  to  twenty- 
two),  a few  of  which  were  only  known  to 
him  by  description  ; but  we  believe  the 
real  number  of  distinct  species  should  be 
eighteen.  Fulicella  being  only  a syno- 
nym for  Langiella  and  Tessehtella  (unless 
we  are  much  mistaken),  is  a .synonym  for 
Stephensi.  The  eighteen  species  are  as 
follows : — 

1.  Idsei  (of  which  the  larva  is  reported 
to  feed  in  the  roots  of  Epilobium  angusti- 
folium). 

2.  Conturbatella. 

3.  Raschkiella. 

4.  Propinquella. 

5.  Lacteella. 

6.  Decorella  (this  has  been  bred  by 
Professor  Frey  from  Epilobium  hirsutum 
along  with  Langiella). 

7.  Epilobiella. 

8.  Ochraceella. 

9.  Phragmitella. 

10.  Langiella. 

11.  Vanella  (the  larva  of  which  feeds  in 
the  buds  and  shoots  of  Tamarix  Ger- 
manica). 

12.  Atra. 

13.  Vinolentella  (whicji  we  believe  to 
be,  in  fact,  the  dark  variety  of  Atra). 


14.  Dohrnii. 

15.  Miscella. 

16.  Stephensi. 

17.  Subbistrigella. 

18.  Rhamniella.  . 

Of  Subbistrigella  Frey  remarks  that  “ the 
larva  will  probably  be  found  to  feed  on 
Epilobium -angustifolium.”  Of  Rham- 
niella he  observes  that  “ the  larva  will 
certainly  be  found  on  Rhamnus  frangula 
and  R.  catharticus.”  Perhaps  it  feeds  in 
the  budding  shoots  like  Vanella  on  the 
Tamarix. 

Idcei,  Vanella  and  Dohrnii  are  the 
only  three  European  species  which  have 
not  yet  been  found  in  this  country.  Tha 
elegant  and  pretty  Dohrnii,  being  a 
Sicilian  species,  should  be  sought  along 
the  south  coast  and  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight. 

Some  of  our  readers  will  be  surprised 
to  see  the  smooth-winged  Anybia  Langi- 
ella placed  amongst  the  Lavernce.  Vanella, 
it  is  true,  has  also  smooth  wings,  but 
perhaps  both  species  are  ill  placed  in  the 
genus  Laverna  ^ 


' LOST  PROPERTY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — I observe,  from  last  Saturday’s 
‘ Intelligencer,’  that  there  is  to  be  a 
great  gathering  of  entomologists  at  Rei- 
gate,  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Saunders, 
on  Friday,  the  22nd  inst. 

At  the  similar  gathering  last  year  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  cap  and 
stick,  which  were  placed  in  a corner  of 
the  ante-room  before  dinner,  and  were 
not  forthcoming  afterwards.  I presume 
some  entomologist  took  them  by  mistake 
for  his  own,  and  did  not  afterwards  like 
to  admit  having  made  such  a blunder 
(after  dinner). 
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Though  entomological  boxes  have  long 
been  considered  common  property,  I am 
not  aware  that  caps  and  sticks  have  ever 
been  viewed  in  that  light.  The  stick 
exactly  fits  into  my  net,  and  is  therefore 
of  more  value  to  me  than  to  the  gentle- 
man who  walked  off  with  it. 

Should  this  meet  the  eye  of  the  gentle- 
man who  now  has  my  cap  and  stick,  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  he  would  replace 
thena,  on  Friday,  the  22nd,  in  the  very 
corner  of  the  room  whence  they  were 
abstracted  ; in  which  case  the  absent  ap- 
propriator  will  have  eased  his  conscience, 
I should  recover  my  property,  and  no 
questions  would  he  asked. 

Hoping  you  will  be  able  to  find  a 
corner  for  this  communication  in  the 
next  number  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer,’ 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Senex. 

June  11,  1860. 


Haggcrstone  Entomological  Society. — 
The  annual  excursion  of  the  above 
Society  will  take  place  on  Monday,  the 
25th  instant,  to  Darenth  VYood,  Kent. 
Dinner  will  be  on  the  table  at  the  “ Fox 
and  Hounds,”  at  3 p.  m.  precisely. 
Tickets  for  the  dinner  to  be  obtained  of 
the  Secretary,  10,  Brownlow  Street,  Hag- 
gerstone. 


■POR  SALE.  A COUNTRY- 

-L  MADE  CABINET,  without  front 
doors,  of  deal-grained  satin  wood  on 
plinth,  of  thirty  drawers  in  three  tiers  ; 
size  of  drawers  about  fifteen  inches  by 
fourteen  inches  ; depth,  2j  inches  ; 
glazed  and  corked  ; in  use  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  Useful  for  Insects  or 

Bird’s  Eggs.  Price  £6.  Apply  to 

Dr.  Wallace,  23,  Bedford  Place,  Russell 
Square. 


ATALOGUE  of  HEMIPTERA.— 
I have  just  received  a further 
supply  of  the  Stettin  Catalogue  of  the 
Hemiptera  of  the  whole  World,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  forward  copies  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  Is.  2d.  in  postage-stamps. 

H.  T.  Staixton. 
Mountsjield,  Lewisham  ; 

June  7,  1860. 


Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6d.,  cloth  boards, 

2s. 

The  lepidoptertst’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Meurin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  thro'ugh  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 

On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the  ' 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London  : E.  Newman,  0,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgale,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  (W.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester.  ‘ 


Printed  and  published  by  Edward  Nkwman, 
Printer, of  No. 9,  Devonshire  Street,  Hishops-  j 
Rate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of  ■ 
MidiUsseK,— Sntnrday,  June  10,  ISOO.  : 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S 

WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 

No.  194.]  SATURDAY,  JUNE  23,  1860.  [Price  Id 


THE  TESTIMONIAL, 


We  have  received  so  many  enquiries 
from  provincial  correspondents  as  to 
the  real  state  of  facts  respecting  the 
testimonial  to  Mr.  Newman  that  it 
will  probably  be  a convenience  for 
all  parties  if  we  answer  these  questions 
here,  pro  bono  ■publico. 

The  first  we  beard  of  the  testimonial 
was  on  the  appearance  of  the  March 
‘ Zoologist,’  when  a friend  enquired  if 
we  “ had  seen  the  slap  administered 
by  Newman  to  the  Reverend  Joseph.” 
We  had  not  then  looked  at  the  wrapper 
of  the  ‘ Zoologist,’  but  on  referring  to 
it  we  noticed  the  following: — 

“ Having  invited  these  communica- 
tions, I have  felt  myself  bound  in 
courtesy  to  insert  them  verbatim  et 
literatim.  It  must,  however,  be  under- 
stood that  I take  exception  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Greene’s  proposition,  as  con- 
veyed in  the  second  paragraph  of  his 
communication.  I am  scarcely  con- 
ceited enough  to  suppose  that  the 
motion  will  find  a seconder;  but,  in 
the  remote  possibility  of  such  a case, 
I beg  to  say  that  the  ‘ Zoologist  ’ is 
not  at  his  service  for  such  a purpose.” 
— Edward  Newman. 

On  the  following  Tuesday,  the  6th 
of  March,  we  saw  Mr.  Newman,  and 


heard  him  speak  on  the  subject;  he 
repudiated  and  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
receiving  a testimonial  originating  in 
such  a way,  and  whether  the  proposi- 
tion had  really  been  made  in  good  or 
bad  faith,  he  seemed  to  think  that 
he  individually  would  at  any  rate  be 
placed  in  a ridiculous  position.  That 
very  afternoon,  on  our  return  home, 
we  received  the  following  commtinica-  ' 
tion  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  Greene; — 

“ Will  you  kindly  open  the  pages 
of  the  ‘ Intelligencer’  for  occasional 
lists  of  the  subscribers  to  the  proposed 
testimonial  to  Newman,  should  the 
matter  be  taken  up  ? A few  remarks 
from  you  on  the  subject  would  much 
oblige.” 

The  editor  of  the  ‘Zoologist’  having 
refused  the  use  of  his  pages  for  the 
purpose  of  making  him  ridiculous,  the 
editor  of  the  ‘Intelligencer’  is  applied 
to ; surely  this  was  unwise  — it  was 
persisting  in  a course  declined  semi- 
courteously  as  unpalatable.  We  replied 
as  follows : — 

“ J.  G. — We  understand  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  testimonial  is  unpalatable 
to  E.  N.  himself ; better  drop  it.  As 
your  own  Vvas  dropped  for  want  of  sup- 
port, that  now  proposed  might  meet 
with  a similar  fate.” 

Having  thus  closed  our  pages  to  the 
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subject,  and  pithily  given  surely  suffi- 
cient reasons  for  no  longer  persecuting 
an  unoffending  naturalist,  we  never  ex- 
pected to  bear  more  on  the  subject, 
and  were  much  surprised  to  receive 
a long  letter  from  Mr.  Maw,  with  a 
printed  circular,  stating  that  a Com- 
mittee had  been  formed  effectually  to 
carry  out  the  testimonial  scheme  — a 
Committee  consisting  entirely  of  resi- 
dents in  the  Midland  Counties. 

A Committee  for  carrying  out  a 
scheme  of  conferring  honour  on  Edward 
Newman  ought  surely  to  have  had  a 
. different  constitution  from  this.  Presi- 
dents and  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Lin- 
nean.  Zoological  and  Entomological 
Societies  ought  to  have  formed  the 
nucleus,  if  the  thing  was  to  be  done. 

Fancy  three  crossing-sweepers  in  the 
Strand  forming  themselves  into  a Com- 
mittee, in  order  to  present  a testimonial 
to  Lord  Derby  for  his  defence  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
Would  Lord  Derby  thank  them  for 
their  kind  intentions? 

To  the  letter  and  circular  of  the 
Committee  we  replied  in  general  terms 
by  our  leading  article  of  the  14th  of 
April.  We  there  hinted  that  it  was 
possible  the  idea  of  the  testimonial 
might  have  originated  with  some  sup- 
porter of  the  opposition  journal,  ‘ The 
Naturalist,’  who,  with  the  view  of  an- 
noying, galling  and  irritating  the  editor 
of  the  ‘ Zoologist,’  had  conceived  this 
scheme  for  covering  him  with  ridfculc. 
The  obtuse  intellect  of  the  Midland 


Counties  is  slow  at  taking  a hint,  and 
we  are  rather  diverted  to  find  how 
egregiouslv  it  has  misunderstood  this 
passage.  We  now  drop  the  subject  in 
toto. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire'Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W. Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckbam;  C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswaler ; W.  Cull, 
.34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  (>3 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgale. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  Arc. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  .John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
()  George  Street. 
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At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Baiker’s  Pool. 

At  W orcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  3IountsJield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they- send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Mr.  Stainton  will  be  at  Oxford  during 
the  Meeting  of  the  British  Association 
there. 


CAPTURES. 


LePIDOI’TERA. 

Sphecia  Apiformis. — Yesterday  morn- 
ing I caught  this  insect  hovering  round 
some  Ragged  Robins  in  the  Seldon 


Woods,  near  Patching.— C.  W.  Wyatt, 
Patching  Rectory  ; June  15. 

Centra  Bicuspis. — At  present  I have 
two  male  specimens  of  this  insect  on  my 
setting-board  ; they  are  gems.  I took 
them  when  just  emerged  from  pupae, — in 
fact,  sitting  just  over  the  pupa-cases,  on 
alders.  Why  do  the  French  ones  feed 
on  birch  ? as  far  as  my  observation  goes, 
and  according  to  that  of  others  also  in 
this  country,  they  are  exclusively  alder- 
feeders.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the 
handsomest  moths  one  could  wish  to  see; 
when  at  rest  the  pure  creamy  white  inter- 
mixed with  the  deep  black  at  once  dis- 
tinguishes them  from  Bifida,  and  their 
legs  sprawling  out,  part  purple  and  part 
black,  give  them  a charming  appearance. 
I am  now  resident  on  the  spot,  and  have 
taken  these  close  to  my  own  house.  I 
have  had  very  little  time  tO‘  attend  to 
Entomology  ; what  little  I have  had  ap- 
pears to  show  well,  yet  within  two  miles 
of  Preston.  I took  Bifida  sitting  over 
the  pupa-cases  upon  the  poplar,  and 
Furcula  on  the  willow,  at  the  same  lime 
that  I took  these  Bicuspis. — J.  B.  Hodg- 
KiNsoN,  Penworthani  3Iill,near  Preston  ; 
June  14. 

Ophiodes  Lunaris. — A fine  specimen 
of  this  insect  was  exhibited  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Haggerstone  Entomo- 
logical Society.  It  was  taken  at  sugar 
in  West  Wickham  Wood  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Walworth,  at  the  end  of  last  month. — 
C.  J.  Bigg,  Secretary,  Haggerstone  Ento- 
mological Society,  10,  Broiunlow  Street, 
Haggerstone,  N.E. 

Epione  Advenaria. — I captured  a spe- 
cimen of  this  insect  (a  fine  female),  at 
rest,  near  the  Black  Rock,  last  evening. 
My  friend  Mr.  Barber  took  two  specimens 
in  the  same  locality,  about  a lortnight 
ago. — Edwin  , Love  Street,  Ilot- 

wells,  Bristol;  June  12. 

Agrotera  Nemoralis. — I took  a speci- 
men of  this  species  last  month,  on  the 
wing,  at  Woodsdale,  near  Battle. — John 
Porter,  jun.,  Lewes;  June  16. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


Depressaria  Larvce. — lu  reference  to 
your  remarks  ou  the  liabits  of  these  in- 
sects, I may  mention  that  I once  found 
in  autumn  a young  Depressaria  larva 
between  united  leaves  of  Dictamnus  albus, 
but  whether  it  belonged  to  D.  Dictam- 
nella  or  to  D.  furvella  I cannot  say. 
Early  in  May  of  this  year  we  found  quite 
young  larvae  of  D.  Libanotidella  and 
D.  Hofmanni,  whence  I conclude  the 
eggs  of  both  these  species  are  laid  in  the 
spring. — Dr.  Oxtmar  Hofmann,  Ratis- 
hon ; June  8. 

Nepticula  Ulmivora.  — I bred  lately 
fro'm  elm,  larvae  similar  to  those  which  I 
sent  you  last  autumn,  a species  which  I 
presume  to  be  N.  Ulmivora.  It  is  very 
brilliant,  of  the  size  of  Maryinicolella. 
The  basal  portion  of  the  anterior  wings 
is  bronzy  till  close  to  the  silver  fascia, 
but  with  a reddish  tint,  as  in  Bohemannia 
quadrimaculella.  The  costa  is  slightly 
■purplish,  and  the  silvery  fascia,  placed 
far  beyond  the  middle  of  the  wing,  ex- 
j)ands  towards  the  inner  margin ; the 
apex  of  the  wing  is  violet.  The  head  is 
black  ; the  antennae  are  whitish  at  the 
base,  then  black  to  the  midfile,  with  the 
tips  white.  The  last  character  does  not 
occur  in  N.  Maryinicolella.  Larva;  of 
N.  Malella^  0.vyacanlkella  and  Gralio- 
sella  are  already  fed  up  here. — E.  Fo- 
LOGNE,  Brussels ; June  7. 


EXCHANGE. 

Anlhrocera  Lonicera. — Owing  to  the 
late  season,  the  Lonicerce  are  only  in  the 
larva  instead  of  the  pupa  state.  If  any 
of  my  applicants  would  prefer  them  in 
the  larva  state  I will  forward  them  on 
their  writing  to  say  so.  I hope  to  send 
off  the  pupa;  in  about  a fortnight.— 11.  E. 
RftAMELD,  St.  John's  Parso7iaye,  Mans- 
Jield ; June  l(i. 


Colenphora  Badiipennclla.  — I have 
now  answered  all  my  correspondents  ex- 
cept one,  who  has  omitted  to  send  his 
address;  if  he  will  please  to  forward  it 
he  will  oblige  — T.  Sayer,  1(5,  Waterloo 
Street,  llnggerstone,  N.  E. ; June  18. 

Duplieate  Larva;. — I have  a number 
of  larvas  of  Liparis  Dispar  and  Suturnia 
Carpini  to  spare,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
give  them  to  any  collector  who  may  ap- 
ply for  them,  either  personally  or  ou  re- 
ceipt of  a box  with  return  postage.  I 
have  about  five  hundred.  — T.  Hague, 
Dog  and  Partridge,  Stalegbridge ; June  12. 

Larva;  wanted.  — As  1 am  making 
drawings  of  the  larvae  of  Lepidoptera, 
1 should  feel  very  much  obliged  to  any 
one  who  could  let  me  have  three  or  four 
larvae  of  any  of  the  undermentioned. 
I would  either  return  the  imago  when 
bred  or  would  endeavour  to  make  some 
return  for  them,  and  would  of  course  pay 
all  expense  of  postage.  I should  not  re- 
quire more  than  the  number  I have 
named,  as  I have  the  perfect  insects  of 
most  of  them. 

Centra  Furcula, 

...  Bifida, 

Pterostoma  Palpina, 

Psilura  Monacha, 

Dasychira  Fascclina, 

Demas  Coryli, 

Laelia  Cacnosa, 

Poithesia  Chrysorrhoea, 
Hypercompa  Dominula, 
Eulhemonia  Russula, 

Nemeophila  PI  an  ta  gin  is, 
Lasiocampa  Trifolii, 

Clisiocampa  Casirensis, 

Plutypteryx  Lacertiuaria, 

Drepana  Falcataria, 

...  llamula. 

■ — T.  Blackmore,  The  Nollies,  iVauds- 
worth,  London,  N.  IP. 

Exchange.  — I have  larvEe  of  Jjiisio- 
campa  Trifolii  to  exchange  for  any  larva; 
of  Noclua;. — W.  Bucki.eu,  Lunileg  Cot- 
tage, Emsworth,  Hants ; June  18. 

E.vchange. — Up  to  the  present  time 
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lliis  season  I have  captured  upwards  of 
200  specimens  of  TIujalira  Balis,  in  per- 
fect condition.  I have  also  larvre  of 
Eiiholia  Cervinata  to  e.xchange.  Those 
in  want  should  write  first. — G.  Lumb, 
Kirhgale,  Wakefield  ; June  18. 

Larva  or  Eggs  tuanled. — I shall  feel 
much  obliged  to  any  one  who  will  send 
me  eggs  or  larvae  of  the  following  in- 
sects:— 


C.  Dominula, 
P.  Urticas, 

O.  Coryli, 

P.  Populi, 

P.  Hamula, 
C.  Furcula, 

Bifida' 

Vinula, 


P.  Palpina, 

N.  Cucullina, 
Carmelita, 
Dictaea, 
Dictaeoides, 
Trepida, 
Chaouia, 
Dodonaea, 


and  will  endeavour  to  make  a suitable 
return. — Rev.  E.  Hokton,  Wick,  Wor- 
cester; June  16. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


Depressabia  Appl.ana. 

The  egg  of  this  species  is  deposited  in 
spring  by  the  hybernated  female.  The 
larva  feeds  on  the  leaves  of  various  species 
of  Umbelliferce  ; it  is  very  partial  to 
Anthriscus  sylvestris,  but  may  also  be 
found  ou  Heraclium  Sphondylium,  Chce- 
rophyllum  lemulenlum,  Torilis  Anthriscus, 
QUnanthe  Crocata,  Angelica  sylvestris, 
&c.  It  inhabits  the  tip  of  a leaf,  of 
which  it  draws  the  two  sides  together,  so 
as  to  form  a tubular  habitation,  in  which 
it  constantly  resides  when  not  actually 
employed  in  eating.  The  larva  readily 
takes  alarm  on  any  agitation  of  the  plant, 
and  then  hurriedly  descends  to  the  ground, 
whence  it  happens  that  the  empty  tubes 
are  sometimes  disproportionately  abun- 


dant, each  panic  involving  the  necessity 
of  constrnciing  a fresh  habitation.  The 
larva;  may  be  found  from  the  end  of  May 
to  the  middle  of  July,  but  towards  the 
beginning  of  the  latter  month  they  are 
generally  full-fed,  and,  quitting  the  plant, 
construct  a slight  cocoon  amongst  leaves 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  there 
undergo  their  transformation  to  the  pupa- 
state.  In  about  three  weeks  the  perfect 
insect  makes  its  appearance,  and,  though 
no  rarity  in  the  autumnal  months,  is  seen 
far  more  plentifully  in  the  mouths  of 
March  and  April. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 


ON  THE  FERTILIZATION  OF  BRITISH 
ORCHIDS  BY  INSECT  AGENCY. 

BY  C.  DARWIN,  ESQ.,  F.B.S. 

(Heprinied  from  the  ' Gardener's  Chronicle  ‘ of 
J une  9,  1860.) 


I SHOULD  be  extremely  obliged  to 
any  person  living  where  the  Bee  or  Fly 
Orchis  is  tolerably  common,  if  he  will 
have  the  kindness  to  make  a few  simple 
observations  on  their  manner  of  fertiliza- 
tion. To  render  the  subject  clear  to  those 
who  know  nothing  of  Botany,  I must 
briefly  describe  what  takes  place  in  our 
common  British  Orchids. 

The  pollen-grains  form  two  pear- 
shaped  masses;  each  borne  on  a foot- 
stalk with  a sticky  gland  at  the  end. 
The  pollen-masses  are  hidden  in  little 
pouches  open  in  front.  When  an  insect 
visits  a flower  it  almost  necessarily,  owing 
to  the  position  of  the  parts,  uncovers  and 
touches  the  sticky  glands.  These  firmly 
adhere  to  the  head  or  body  of  the  insect, 
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and  thus  the  pollen-masses  are  drawn 
out  of  their  pouches,  are  dragged  over 
the  humid  stigmatic  surface,  and  the 
plant  is  fertilized.  So  beautifully  are 
the  relative  degrees  of  adhesiveness  of 
the  gland,  and  of  the  grains  of  pollen  to 
each  other  and  to  the  stigmatic  surface 
mutually  adapted,  that  an  insect  with  an 
adherent  pollen-mass  will  drag  it  over 
the  stigmas  of  several  dowers  and  leave 
granules  of  pollen  on  each. 

The  contrivance  by  which  the  sticky 
glands  are  prevented  from  drying,  and 
so  kept  always  viscid  and  ready  for 
action,  is  even  still  more  curious;  they 
lie  suspended  (at  least  in  the  two  species 
which  I have  examined)  in  a little  hemi- 
spherical cup,  full  of  liquid,  and  formed 
of  such  delicate  membrane  that  the  side 
projecting  over  the  gangway  into  the 
nectary  is  ruptured  transversely  and  de- 
pressed by  the  slightest  touch  ; and  then 
the  glands,  sticky  and  fresh  out  of  their 
bath,  immediately  and  almost  inevitably 
come  into  contact  with  and  adhere  to  the 
body  which  has  just  ruptured  the  cup. 
It  is  certain  that  with  most  of  our  com- 
mon Orchids  insects  are  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  their  fertilization  ; for  without 
their  agency  the  pollen-masses  are  never 
removed  and  wither  within  their  pouches, 
I have  proved  this  in  the  case  of  Orchis 
morio  and  mascula,  by  covering  up  plants 
under  a bell-glass,  leaving  other  adjoining 
plants  uncovered ; in  the  latter  I found 
every  morning,  as  the  flowers  became 
fully  expanded,  some  of  the  pollen-masses 
removed,  whereas  in  the  plants  under  the 
glass  all  the  pollen  - masses  remained 
enclosed  in  the  pouches. 

Robert  Brown,  however,  has  remarked 
that  the  fact  of  all  the  capsules  in  a dense 
spike  of  certain  Orchids  producing  seed 
seems  hardly  recoucilcable  with  their 
fertilization  having  been  accidentally 


effected  by  insects,  but  I could  give  many 
facts  showing  how  effectually  insects  do 
their  work.  Two  cases  will  here  suffice  : 
in  a plant  of  Orchis  inaculata  with  forty- 
four  flowers  open,  the  twelve  upper  ones, 
which  were  not  quite  mature,  had  not 
one  pollen  mass  removed,  whereas  every 
one  of  the  thirty-two  lower  flowers  had 
one  or  both  pollen-masses  removed.  In 
a plant  of  Gi/ninadenia  conopsea  with 
fifty-four  open  flowers,  fifty-two  had  their 
pollen-masses  removed.  I have  repeatedly 
observed  in  various  Orchids  grains  of 
pollen,  and  in  one  case  three  whole  pollen- 
masses  on  the  stigmatic  surface  of  a 
flower,  which  still  retained  its  own  two 
pollen-masses ; and  as  often,  or  even 
oftener,  I have  found  flowers  with  the 
pollen-masses  removed,  but  with  no  pol- 
len on  their  stigmas.  These  facts  clearly 
show  that  each  flower  is  often,  or  even 
generally,  fertilized  by  the  pollen  brought 
by  insects  from  another  flower  or  plant. 
I may  add  that,  after  observing  our 
Orchids  during  many  years,  I have  never 
seen  a bee  or  any  other  diurnal  insect 
(except  once  a butterfly)  visit  them ; 
therefore  I have  no  doubt  that  moths  are 
the  priests  which  perform  the  mar- 
riage ceremony.  The  structure  indeed  of 
those  insects  leads  to  this  same  conclu- 
sion, for  no  insect  without  a very  long 
and  extremely  fine  proboscis  could  pos- 
sibly reach  the  nectar  at  the  bottom  of 
the  extremely  long  and  narrow  nectary 
of  the  Butterfly-Orchis ; and  entomolo- 
gists have  occasionally  captured  moths 
with  pollen-masses  adhering  to  them.  If 
any  entomologist  reads  this,  and  can 
remember  positively  having  caught  a 
moth  thus  furnished,  I hope  he  will  give 
its  name,  and  describe  exactly  to  which 
part  of  the  moth’s  body  the  sticky  gland 
adhered. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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hybernating  larvae. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  * Intelligencer  ' 

Sir, — The  following  account  of  an 
expei'inrient  in  rearing  Lasiocampa  Rubi 
may  perhaps  interest  some  of  your  readers, 
more  especially  as  I believe  the  same 
plan  may  be  adopted  with  other  hyber- 
nating larvae  with  equal  success.  The 
difficulty  of  keeping  these  larvae  in  a 
healthy  state  through  the  winter  has  fre- 
quently been  noticed,  and  various  ways 
suggested  for  assimilating  the  conditions 
under  which  they  are  kept  in  confinement 
to  those  under  which  they  would  have 
passed  the  winter,  had  they  been  able  to 
choose  their  own  domicile.  In  all  these, 
60  far  as  I know,  success  has  been  very 
variable  and  uncertain. 

These  failures  are,  I believe,  prineipally, 
if  not  entirely,  owing  to  imperfect  hyber- 
nation ; and  last  autumn  the  idea  oc- 
curred to  me,  that  when  a caterpillar  was 
once  rendered  torpid  by  the  reduction  of 
the  temperature  to  near  the  freezing 
point,  he  might,  if  that  temperature  were 
uniformly  maintained,  be  kept  the  whole 
winter  without  injury,  and  be  resuscitated 
at  pleasure  when  spring  returned. 

To  test  this  theory  by  practice,  I last 
October  procured  twelve  full-grown  larvae 
of  L.  Rubi,  and  placed  them  in  a wooden 
box  about  eight  inches  square,  three  parts 
filled  with  dead  leaves,  and  perforated 
by  a number  of  small  holes  for  the  purpose 
of  ventilation.  The  lid  was  screwed  down 
and  the  box  hung  up  in  an  ice-house, 
the  temperature  of  which  would  average 
a degree  or  two  below  32°.  There  it 
remained  undisturbed  till  the  middle  of 
March  in  this  year.  Some  of  my  ento- 
mological friends  whom  I told  of  the 
experiment  shook  their  heads  and  signifi- 
cantly asked,  whether  I had  put  all  my 


larvfe  into  the  same  box.  Notwith- 
standing their  gloomy  predictions,  upon 
opening  the  box  all  the  larva;  were  alive 
and  apparently  well.  I placed  them, 
with  the  leaves  they  had  been  among,  in 
a breeding  cage  in  a window  with  a south 
aspect,  and  every  day  when  the  weather 
was  bright  some  of  them  came  up  and 
sunned  themselves,  but  did  not  eat  any 
of  the  fresh  food  with  which  they  were 
supplied.  During  the  latter  half  of 
April  they  all  spun  cocoons,  but  only 
eight  passed  into  the  pupa  state,  four 
dying  without  being  able  to  cast  off 
entirely  their  old  skins.  Of  the  eight 
healthy  ones,  five  proved  to  be  males  and 
three  females,  the  first  moth  (a  male) 
coming  out  upon  the  22nd  of  May. 

A single  experiment  of  this  kind  is 
not,  perhaps  of  much  value,  but  the  fair 
share  of  success  that  has  attended  it  will, 
I hope,  induce  others  to  repeat  it. 

The  plan,  I believe,  is  correct  in 
principle,  but,  doubtless,  improvements 
may  be  suggested  in  the  mode  of  carrying 
it  out. 

Yours,  &c., 

Thomas  Ransome 
Hest  Bank,  near  Lancaster. 

June  6. 

PS.  Since  writing  the  above  I have 
seen  one  of  the  incredulous  friends  before 
alluded  to,  and  find  that  out  of  twenty 
larvge  collected  at  the  same  time  and 
place  as  mine,  and  kept  among  dry  leaves 
in  an  outhouse  during  the  winter,  though 
all  lived  till  spring,  they  became  thin  and 
emaciated  and  not  one  had  strength  to 
change  into  the  chrysalis  state. — T.  R. 


A slight  Mistake. — Please  explain  in 
the  next  number  of  the  ‘Intelligencer’ 
that  in  having  my  name  inserted  in  the 
‘ Annual  ’ list  as  “ a collector  for  sale,” 
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my  idea  was  that  any  {gentleman  visilinp; 
Colchester  inifjht  think  it  worth  while  to 
give  me  a call ; but  I by  no  means  in- 
tended, and  therefore  cannot  undertake 
(as  some  persons  seem  to  expect  me),  to 
forward  insects  to  distant  parts  of  the 
country.” — C.  Hayward,  Wa(er  Lane, 
Colchester ; June  lo. 

Cheap  and  useful  Breeding-Cages. — Get 
a lot  of  jam-pots  of  various  sizes,  then  find 
a tinman,  who  will  make  a series  of  lids 
for  them  with  a narrow  rim  round  the 
top ; next  get  a glazier  to  cut  a piece  of 
glass  to  fit  eacli.  The  glass  can  be 
affixed  to  the  tins  with  a little  bees’- wax, 
and  you  will  then  have  a cage  in  which 
you  may  breed  either  Macro  or  Micro 
Lepidoptera.  I find  them  very  use- 
ful; the  food-plant  will  keep  good  in 
them  for  a week  or  ten  days;  you  can 
easily  examine  and  watch  the  changes  in 
your  larvae,  and  by  putting  a little  sand 
(kept  moist)  in  the  bottom  of  the  jars 
you  may  preserve  any  quantity  of  pupae 
all  the  winter.  If  a moth  comes  out  it 
is  sure  to  come  to  the  glass  at  the  top, 
and  is  easily  seen,  and  if  the  tin  lid  fits 
the  jar  moderately  tight  the  smallest 
larvae  cannot  escape.  The  cost  varies 
from  threepence  to  sixpence  complete. 
I have  tried  several  sorts  of  breeding- 
cages,  but  have  found  none  so  convenient 
or  successful  as  the  above. — H.  Tayloh, 
4,  Campbell  Street,  Hall  Park,  Maida 
Hill,  London,  W.;  June  2. 


British  reptiles,  birds 

and  EGGS  for  Sale,  at  low  prices, 
in  first-rate  condition.  Skins  of  Birds  : 
Scops  Eared  Owl,  4s.  6d.  ; Bee  Eater, 
4s.  6d.  ; Nutcracker,  4s.  6d.  ; Sylvia  ga- 
lactotes,  8s. ; Dalmatian  Regulus,  28s. 
Hggs  : Whitetailed  Eagle,  7s.  (5d. ; 

Goshawk,  Is.  9d. ; Fieldfare,  6d.  ; 
Black  Redstart,  6d. ; Great  Sedge  War- 
bler, 8d.;  Blackwinged  Stilt  (Tangiers), 
5s.  6d.;  Turnstone,  2s.;  Glossy  Ibis, 
5s.  6d. ; Golden  Eagle,  16s.;  Greenland 
Falcon,  28s.;  Kite,  2s.  6d. ; Ashcoloured 
Harrier,  2s.  9d. ; Sylvia  galactotes,  9s. ; 
Latham’s  Pettichaps,  5d.;  Crested  Tit, 
6d. ; Little  Ringed  Plover,  Is.;  Hoopoe, 
Is.  2d.;  Crane,  6s.  Reptiles:  Finely 
stuffed  Rana  Esculenta  and  Bufo  vari- 
abilis,  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  each.  For  com- 
plete list  see  wrapper  of  ‘ Zoologist’  for 
July,  or  can  be  had  for  three  stamps. 
Accurate  dates  and  localities  given  with 
fill  the  species.  Address,  Oologicus, 
13,  Ilova  Villas,  Brighton. 


e CATALOGUE  of  HEMIPTERA.— 
/ I have  just  received  a further 
supply  of  the  Stettin  Catalogue  of  the 
Hemiptera  of  the  whole  World,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  forward  copies  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  Is.  2d.  in  postage-stamps. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 
Mountsjield,  Lewisham  ; 

June  7,  18f)0. 


Noio  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6d.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  l e pi d o pterist’S 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Lrtrva^^and  Pupa  states  ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvse-food.  By 
Joseph  Meriux. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  'This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London  ; E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  (id.  or  2^.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Printeil  nnd  piiblislieil  by  Edwaud  Nrwman 
Primer , of  No.W,  Devoiisbire  Street,  ItiAliops- 
gate  Without,  I.omion,  in  the  County  of 
MitldlcAcx.— Saturday,  June  20, 1800, 
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SPOTS. 


Having,  a fortnight  ago,  cautioned  our 
young  readers  who  may  commence 
describing  larvte,  as  to  the  correct 
numeration  of  the  segments,  we  think 
it  desirable  now  to  say  a few  words 
about  the  spots.  It  is  no  uncommon 
circumstance  for  us  to  receive  a letter 
from  some  incipient  who  wishes  to 
know  the  name  of  some  larva  he  has 
found ; he  begins  by  telling  us  into  how 
many  segments  the  body  is  divided, 
and  then  proceeds  with  great  care  and 
circumlocution  to  instruct  us  iu  the 
precise  position  of  the  spots.  Thus 
he  will  write,  “ On  the  back  of  the 
second  and  third  segments  (that  is, 
what  we  call  the  third  and  fourth) 
are  four  spots  placed  iu  a line,  whereas 
on  the  back  of  the  remaining  segments 
I can  see  four  spots  placed  two  and 
two,  but  so  that  the  first  two  on  each 
segment  are  closer  together  than  the 
other  two;”  he  then  ])roceeds  to  de- 
scribe, with  equal  care,  the  lateral 
spots,  and  will  write,  “ On  the  sides 
of  the  second  and  third  segments  are 
three  spots  placed  in  a triangle,  of 
which  that  in  front  at  the  base  is 
placed  lower  down  than  that  at  the 
hinder  end  of  the  ba.se,  but  -the  fol- 


lowing segments  have  only  two  spots 
on  the  sides,  placed  one  above  the 
other,  the  upper  one  being  immediately 
above  the  spiracle;  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  side  is  one  row  of  spots  along 
all  the  segments,  a little  above  the 
legs,  then  the  fourth  and  following 
segments  have  another  row  of  spots 
placed  on  the  prolegs  (or,  on  those 
segments  which  have  none,  on  the 
belly),  then  between  this  row  and  the 
corresponding  row  on  the  other  side 
there  are  two  rows  on  the  belly,  but 
only  on  those  segments  after  the 
third”  (that  is,  our  fourth). 

The  incipient  having  been  thus  pre- 
cise in  telling  us  the  position  of  136 
different  spots  on  the  caterpillar,  and 
having  told  us  how  many  segments 
the  caterpillar  has,  expects  us  to  name 
it  for  him ; whereas  we  are  simply  able 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  when 
he  penned  this  elaborate  account  he 
had  some  Lepidopterous  larva  before 
him,  but  as  for  saying  whether  it  is 
a Bombyx,  a Noctua,  a Pyralis,  Tortrix 
or  Tinea,  we  are  utterly  at  a loss. 

Tt  is  true  in  all  these  groups  we  may 
meet  with  larvae  which  appear  spotless, 
but  in  most  of  those  we  should  liud, 
on  a closer  scrutiny,  that  the  spots 
were  there,  only  small,  indistinct,  and 
nearly  of  the  ground-colour.  In  a 
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larva  like  Depressaria  Heracleana  or 
D.  nervosa  we  see  the  spots  distinctly 
enough,  and  do  not  need  to  look  for 
them,  but  in  many  larvae  they  only 
require  to  be  sought,  and  are  readily 
found. 

It  is  not  the  number  or  position  of 
the  spots  which  is  of  use  in  describing 
a larva ; it  suffices  to  say  “ spots  large 
and  black”  to  describe  these  markings 
in  D.  Heracleana,  and  to  define  them 
in  D.  nervosa  one  has  only  to  add 
“ each  in  a white  ring,”  'but  it  is  im- 
portant to  specify  the  size,  colour  and 
distinctness  of  the  spots. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  Sc  Co.  51  & 62  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  Hi{>h 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  (53 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  See.  86  North  T.ane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
-Agent,  Bondgatc. 


At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  Sec.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W . Bryden , 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers, Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

.At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  AVorcester,ofG.  Morgan, Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  I/ittle  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mk.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  ationpmous  oomtnunica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stiimps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 
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Mr.  Stainton  will  not  be  “at  borne” 
on  Wednesday  next,  July  4lh,  but  he 
will  be  “at  borne”  on  Wednesday, 
July  1 1th,  at  6 f.m.,  as  usual. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  N.  M. — Lasiocampa  Qitercus  larva 
eats  almost  anything,— oak,  hasvtborn, 
heather, — and  spins  its  cocoon  wherever 
it  can  hide  it  safely. 


CAPTURES. 


LePIDOI’TEBA. 

Eraslria  Vematula. — I had  a veal  treat 
on  Saturday  last.  Although  professedly 
a Micro-Lepidopterist  I do  not  hesitate 
to  take  any  rarity  among  the  Macros 
that  falls  in  my  way  ; therefoi’e,  being  at 
Lougbton  on  the  16th  instant,  and  falling 
in  with  a few  specimens  of  Erastria 
Venustula,  I thought  it  no  sin  to  box 
them.  One  of  them,  a male  specimen, 
is  a perfect  gem,  being  clouded  about 
the  base  of  the  wing  with  the  most  deli- 
cate pink  imaginable.  Like  other  Noc- 
tuidse,  it  flies  for  a short  time  before 
dark,  and  has  a habit  of  dropping  when 
alarmed.  One  of  my  specimens  served 
me  thus,  and,  getting  amongst  the  short 
herbage,  defied  all  my  attempts  to  dis- 
cover it.  However,  I carefully  noted  the 
spot  where  it  disappeared,  and  lighting 
my  pipe  “blew  a cloud”  into  the  grass, 
&c.,  and  in  a minute  had  the  satisfaction 
of  observing  it  issue  from  its  retreat  in 
the  very  place  where  I had  been  searching. 
From  all  I can  learn  the  insect  is  de- 
cidedly scarcer  this  season  than  last. — 
C.  Miller,  17,  Silurian  Terrace,  Broke 
Road,  Dalslon;  ,Tune2\. 

Eraslria  Venustula. — Having  visited 
Loughton  in  search  of  this  insect,  I was 


so  fortnnate  as  to  capture  a few.  I also 
captured  two  specimens  of  Chrosis  Au- 
douinana. — Thomas  Eedle,  9, Maidstone 
Place,  Goldsmiths'  Row,  Hackney  Road; 
June  25. 

Captures  near  Ruthin. — During  the 
last  few  days  the  following  captures  have 
been  made  in  this  neighbourhood  by 
Mr.  Ablett  Jesse  and  myself: — ■ 

Argynnis  Euphrosyne  (6), 

...  Selene  (17), 

Melanippe  Hastata  (1), 

Smerinthus  Populi  (1), 

Xerene  Albicillata  (2), 

Zeuzera  .35sculi  (1), 
with  several  others  of  less  importance. — 
Robert  Ward,  Llanbedr  Hall,  near 
Ruthin,  Denhiyhshire  ; June  25. 

Pleasures  of  Fen  - collecting.  — On 
Friday,  the  15ih  instant,  I arrived  at 
Ranworth  at  dusk ; the  recent  rains  had 
caused  the  water  to  overflow  all  the 
marshes,  but  I had  not  suspected  this 
beforehand,  and  so,  on  my  arrival  at 
Ranworth,  I was  quite  unprepared  for 
the  actual  state  of  affairs.  However,  I 
sauntered  towards  a favourite  old  spot, 
and  there  saw  the  insects  flying  over  the 
water.  I was  twenty  miles  from  home, 
had  come  on  purpose  to  collect,  and  what 
was  to  be  done?  I had  no  alternative, 
but  stepped  into  the  water  and  set  to 
work.  My  first  capture  was  P.  Lignata; 
these  were  apparently  just  emerged,  and 
were  skimming  over  the  water  quite 
lively : then  I met  with  H.  uncana,  and 
presently  Senta  Ulvce,  just  as  darkness 
was  fast  setting  in,  made  its  appearance ; 
these  were  in  bad  condition,  and  quite 
weather-beaten ; so  I only  took  one  spe- 
cimen of  the  spotted  variety;  next  I took 
two  specimens  of  B.  lancealis.  It  had 
now  become  quite  dark,  and  I found  my 
light  very  handy,  as  the  insects  flew  to 
it  from  all  directions.  Presently  I saw, 
at  a little  distance,  a white  insect  flying 
with  a jerking  flight;  I ran  after  this  as 
well  as  1 could  for  the  water,  and  came 
up  to  it  by  the  side  of  some  ditches;  I 
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made  a spring  at  it  and  reached  it,  only 
undergoing  immersion  in  the  mud  and 
water  up  to  my  waist!  This  settled  my 
uight’s  work,  especially  as  I had  already 
filled  nearly  all  my  boxes,  and  1 made 
the  best  of  my  way  to  my  lodgings,  glad 
enough  to  get  my  clothes  dried.  The 
next  moruing  I set  ofi',  at  5 a.  m.,  and, 
wiser  by  my  evening’s  experience,  I took 
a boat,  and  searched  for  the  larvae  mining 
in  aquatic  plants.  Larvae  of  O.  Spar- 
ganella  were  there  by  hundreds,  and  the 
Carex-mining  larva,  Gelechia  arundine- 
tella,  was  also  in  plenty.  After  breakfast 
I returned  and  found  Papilio  Machaon 
flying  in  great  plenty,  and  I also  took 
about  forty  fine  specimens  of  Melitcea 
Artemis.  At  last  I observed  an  insect  I 
had  never  seen  fly  before ; this  I quickly 
captured,  and  it  proved  to  be  Caenonympha 
Davus ; this  is  a new  locality  for  this 
insect:  I took  two  more  of  it  in  the  finest 
possible  condition.  My  clothes  being  by 
this  time  dried  I was  able  to  resume  my 
proper  habiliments,  and  then  went  off  to 
the  Brnndall  Station,  whence  in  due 
time  I arrived  home,  and  have  since 
shown  my  captures  to  my  entomological 
friends  here ; and  so  ends  a night  and 
days  collecting  in  Ramvorth  bogs. — 
W.  WiNTEii,  Aldeby,  near  Beccles ; 
June  20. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Carabus  arvensis. — On  the  20th  inst. 
I took  this  species,  in  fine  condition, 
around  Sty  Head  Tarn,  basking  in  the 
sun  at  7 a.m.,  and  on  the  same  evening 
I again  met  with  it  on  Borrowdale  Stake, 
at  the  head  of  the  pass  into  Langdale. 
On  the  22nd  inst.  I took  one  specimen 
of  Carabus  glabratus  on  Coniston  Old 
Man. — C.  S.  Ghegson,  Fletcher  Grove, 
Stanley,  near  Liverpool;  June  24. 

Cis  fuscatus. — I have  lately  been  busy 
trying  to  set  out  a number  of  this  tiny 
Cis,  to  whose  appearance  in  my  cabinet 
“ hangs  a tale,”  which  I will  append  for 
the  information  of  your  readers.  In 


March,  1859, 1 was  collecting  in  Windsor 
Forest,  and  seeing  a fine  boletus  on  an 
old  elm,  cut  a piece  off  for  my  collection : 
it  was  then  perfectly  dry  and  sound. 
Lately,  on  looking  at  it,  I was  surprised 
to  find  it  lying  in  a heap  of  black  dust. 
On  further  examination  I found  it  per- 
fectly decayed,  and,  shaking  it  over  a 
sheet  of  paper,  out  tumbled  a dozen 
specimens,  also  a few  C.  nitidus  and 
Boletophagus  agricola.  I sent  a few  to 
my  friend  Mr.  Rye,  who  has  assured  me 
it  is  this  species.  — R.  Tyrer,  jun..  Hill 
House,  Eye : June  25. 

Sweeping,  ^-c. — During  the  few  days 
that  I have  been  able  to  get  out  in 
this  most  miserable  weather,  I have  taken 
the  following  insects  by  beating  white- 
thorn and  hedges,  sweeping  meadow- 
grass,  See.: — 

Aplotarsus  Quercus.  Nettles. 

Cionus  Blattariae.  Do. 

Donacia  dentipes.  Do. 

...  Typhas.  Water-plants. 

Ptinus  imperialis.  Hedges,  flying. 

Saperda  cylindrica.  Meadows. 

Ci'ccinella  16-guttata.  Do. 

Catops  truncatus.  Do. 

•••  angustatus.  Do. 

Clytus  arietis.  Dry  banks. 

Malachius  equestris.  Whitethorn. 

Tiresias  serra.  I bred  this  insect  from 
a larva  or  pupa  obtained  last  Good 
Friday  in  an  old  elm.  It  w'as  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  long,  and  covered 
with  long  grey  hairs,  had  six  legs 
and  ran  very  fast.  From  this,  without 
undergoing  any  change,  the  perfect  insect 
emerged  on  the  3rd  instant. 

Cyphon  lividus.  Whitethorn. 

Dasytes  icratus.  Do. 

Leptura  rulicornis.  Do. 

Anaspis  d-injtculata.  Do. 

...  biguttata.  Do. 

...  melanopa.  Do. 

...  thoracica.  Do. 

June  21.  Found  an  old  fungus  of 
last  year,  as  hard  and  dry  as  a board, 
on  an  elm  tree:  with  difficulty  I broke 
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it  open,  and  was  surprised  to  find  the 
ground  covered  with  Orchesia  micans  in 
all  stages,  the  perfect  insects  skipping 
about  like  so  many  fleas,  and  almost  as 
diflScult  to  catch.  I also  found  in  the 
same  fungus  a few  Triplax  russica  and 
one  larva  ? of  Tiresias  serra. 

June  23.  I passed  hy  Brockdish, 
where  last  year  I was  rewarded  with  a 
pair  Mycelocharus  scapularis,  and  some 
others  still  undetermined  in  my  cabinet, 
taken  from  Fungi.  I was  delighted  to 
see  the  trees  covered  with  some  very  fine 
ones,  from  which,  in  a month’s  time,  I 
hope  to  reap  a rich  harvest.  I knocked 
off  a small  one  and  took  one  M.  scapu- 
laris,ahA  three  or  four  of  another  species 
yet  undetermined.  I have  also  taken  a 
fine  series  of  Carabus  monilis. — Ibid. 


OBSEKVATIONS. 


Acontia  luctuosa.  — This  species  was 
observed  disporting  itself  in  a clover 
field,  on  the  9th  instant.  Ours  is  a 
gravelly  soil,  and  we  are  some  fifteen 
miles  from  the  chalk. — S.  Stone, 
hamplon ; June2\. 

Adela  viridella  bred. — I have  had  given 
me  by  Mr.  Clements  a bred  specimen  of 
Adela  viridella,  with  the  case  from  which 
it  appeared ; the  pupa-skin  protrudes 
from  the  end. — C.  Miller,  17,  Silurian 
Terrace,  Broke  Road,  Dalslon  ; June  21. 

Hymenoplera  w.Diptera. — At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  seventh  volume  of  the 
‘ Intelligencer,’  p.  6,  are  a few  notes 
from  me  on  some  pupae  of  Hymenoptera 
I had  discovered  in  one  of  our  old 
window-sills,  with  remains  of  various 
species  of  flies.  Three  perfect  insects 
came  out  yesterday.  It  is  a wasp,  most 
likely,  as  Mr.  Inchbald  said,  the  car- 
penter wasp.  The  body  is  dull  black, 
the  abdomen  belled  with  yellow,  the 
belts  interrupted  in  the  middle ; the  an- 
tennae are  also  dull  black,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  first  joint,  which  is  yellow. 


with  a black  spot  in  the  middle ; the 
femora  and  tarsi  are  very  dull  yellow  ; 
the  tibiae  bright  yellow ; the  length 
is  about  five  lines.  Perhaps  some 
Hymenopterist  will  recognise  the  in- 
sect from  this  description:  I shall  be 
glad  to  send  a specimen  to  any  of  repute. 
— Richard  Tyrer,  jun..  Hill  House, 
Eye ; June  20. 


EXCHANGE. 


Dasychira  Pxulibunda.  — I have  a 
quantity  of  impregnated  ova  of  the 
above,  which  I should  be  glad  to  ex- 
change. My  wants  are  numerous,  there- 
fore I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  gentle- 
men what  they  have  to  offer  in  return. 
Ova,  larvae  or  pupae  will  be  preferred. 
Those  not  hearing  from  me  in  a few 
days  to  conclude  that  their  offers  are 
not  accepted. — T.  Meldeom,  Millgate, 
Ripon. 

Exchange. — I have  duplicates  of  the 
following; — 

Melitaea  Cinxia, 

Polyommatus  Argiolus, 

Sphinx  Convolvuli  (8), 

Colias  Edusa,  var.  Helice  (5), 

which  I shall  be  glad  to  exchange 
for — 

Sesia  Fuciformis, 

Sphecia  Apifonnis, 

...  Bembeciformis, 

Zeuzera  .Slsculi, 

and  eggs  or  larvae  of — 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus, 

Cerura  Vinula, 

Notodonta  Ziczac, 

Leiocampa  Dictaea, 

Clisiocampa  Castrensis. 

— F.  P.  Johnson,  Woodburn, St. Saviours, 
Jersey. 

Exchange. — Having  a great  desire  to 
breed  the  following  insects  (from  ovae  or 
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small  larvte),  if  any  gentleman  should 
have  more  than  he  wants  for  himself  I 
should  be  happy  to  hear  from  him,  and 
will  gladly  pay  postage: — 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus, 

...  Populi, 

...  Tiliae, 

Sphinx  Ligustri, 

Chaerocampa  Elpenor. 

If  I can  possibly  make  any  return  at  the 
end  of  the  season  I shall  be  happy  to  do 
so. — F.  N.  Mills, 2,  Arboretum  Terrace, 
Osmaston  Road,  Derby ; June  24. 

Coleoptera  offered  gratuitously. — Du- 
plicate specimens  of  Dasyles  viridis  will 
be  sent  to  any  entomologist  needing 
them,  on  receipt  of  a box  and  stamp  lor 
postage.  — C.  O.  Groom,  Hova  Villas, 
Brighton. 


ON  THE  FERTILIZ.4TION  OF  BRITISH 
ORCHIDS  BV  INSECT  AGENCY. 

BY  C.  DARWIN,  ESQ.,  F.R.S. 

{Reprinted  from  the  ‘ Gardener's  Chronicle’  of 
June  9,  I860.) 

(Continued  from  p.  04.) 

We  may  now  turn  to  the  genus 
Ophrys ; in  the  Fly  Orchis  {Ophrys 
musci/era),  the  pollen-masses,  furnished 
with  sticky  glands,  do  not  naturally  fall 
out  of  their  pouches,  nor  can  they  be 
shaken  out ; so  that  insect  agency  is 
necessary,  as  with  the  species  of  the 
other  genera,  for  their  fertilization.  But 
insects  here  do  their  work  far  less 
effectually  than  with  common  Orchids ; 
during  several  years  previous  to  1858 
I kept  a record  of  the  state  of  the  pollen- 
masses  in  well-opened  flowers  of  those 
plants  which  I examined,  and  out  of  one 
hundred  and  two  flowers  I found  either 
one  or  both  pollen-masses  removed  in 


only  thirteen  flowers.  But  in  1858  I 
found  seventeen  plants  growing  near 
each  other  and  bearing  fifty-seven  flowers, 
and  of  these  thirty  flowers  had  one  or 
both  pollen-masses  removed ; and  as  all 
the  remaining  twenty-seven  flowers  were 
the  upper  and  younger  flowers  they  pro- 
bably would  subsequently  have  had  most 
of  their  pollen-masses  removed,  and  thus 
have  been  fertilized.  I should  much 
like  to  hear  how  the  case  stands  with  the 
Fly  Orchis  in  other  districts ; for  it 
seems  a strange  fact  that  a plant  should 
grow  pretty  well,  as  it  does  in  this  part 
of  Kent,  and  yet  during  several  years 
seldom  be  fertilized. 

We  now  come  to  the  Bee  Orchis 
{Ophrys  apifera),  which  presents  a very 
difl'ereiit  case ; the  pollen-masses  are 
furnished  with  sticky  glands,  but  dif- 
ferently from  those  in  all  the  foregoing 
Orchids,  they  naturally  fall  out  of  their 
pouches ; and  from  being  of  the  proper 
length,  though  still  retained  at  the 
gland-end,  they  fall  on  the  stigmatic 
surface,  and  the  plant  is  thus  self- 
fertilized.  During  several  years  I have 
examined  many  flowers,  and  never  in  a 
single  instance  found  even  one  of  the 
pollen-masses  carried  away  by  insects,  or 
ever  saw  the  flower’s  own  pollen-masses 
fail  to  fall  on  the  stigma.  Robert  Brown 
consequently  believed  that  the  visits  of 
insects  would  be  injurious  to  the  fertiliza- 
tion of  this  Orchis,  and  rather  fancifully 
imagined  that  the  flower  resembled  a bee 
in  order  to  deter  their  visits.  We  must 
admit  that  the  natural  fiilling  out  of  the 
pollen-masses  of  this  Orchis  is  a special 
contrivance  for  its  self-fertilization,  and, 
as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  a perfectly 
successful  contrivance,  for  I have  always 
found  this  plant  self-fertilized;  neverthe- 
less a long  course  of  observation  has 
made  me  greatly  doubt  whether  the 
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flowers  of  any  kind  of  plant  are  for  a 
perpetuity  of  generations  fertilized  by 
their  own  pollen.  And  what  are  we  to 
say  with  respect  to  the  sticky  glands  of 
the  Bee  Orchis,  the  use  and  efficiency  of 
which  glands  in  all  other  British  Orchids 
are  so  manifest?  Are  we  to  conclude 
that  this  one  species  is  provided  with 
these  organs  for  no  use?  I cannot  think 
so  ; but  would  ratl’er  infer  that,  during 
some  years,  or  in  some  other  districts, 
insects  do  visit  the  Bee  Orchis  and 
occasionally  transport  pollen  from  one 
flower  to  another,  and  thus  give  it  the 
advantage  of  an  occasional  cross.  We 
have  seen  that  the  Fly  Orchis  is  not  in 
this  part  of  the  country  by  any  means 
sufficiently  often  visited  by  insects,  though 
the  visits  of  insects  are  indispensable  to 
its  fertilization.  So  with  the  Bee  Orchis, 
though  its  self-fertilization  is  specially 
provided  for,  it  may  not  exist  here  under 
the  most  favourable  conditions  of  life; 
and  in  other  districts  or  during  particular 
seasons  it  may  be  visited  by  insects,  and 
in  this  case,  as  its  pollen-masses  are  fur- 
nished with  sticky  glands,  it  would  almost 
certainly  receive  the  benefit  of  an  occa- 
sional cross-impregnation.  It  is  this 
curious  apparent  contradiction  in  the 
structure  of  the  Bee  Orchis — one  part, 
namely,  the  sticky  glands,  being  adapted 
for  fertilization  by  insect  agency — ano- 
ther part,  namely,  the  natural  falling 
out  of  the  pollen-masses,  being  adapted 
for  self-fertilization  without  insect  agency 
— which  makes  me  anxious  to  hear  what 
happens  to  the  pollen-masses  of  the  Bee 
Orchis  in  other  districts  or  parts  of  Eng- 
land. I should  be  extremely  obliged  to 
any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
observe  this  point,  and  to  communicate 
the  result  to  the  ‘ Gardener’s  Chronicle  ’ 
or  to  me.  Chaeles  Daewin. 

Dotvn,  Bromlei/,  Kent. 


Do  the  Tineina  or  other  small  Moths 
suck  Flowers,  and  if  so  what  Flowers  P — 

I once  saw  several  individuals  of  a small 
moth  apparentli/  eating  the  pollen  of  the 
Mercurialis ; is  this  physically  possible  ? 

I have  during  several  years  watched  the 
smaller  clovers,  such  as  Trifolium  pro- 
cumbens,  and  the  Vida  hirsuta  which  has 
such  extremely  minute  flowers,  and  I 
never  saw  a bee  visit  them.  I am,  how- 
ever, aware  from  experience  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  assert  that  bees  do  not 
visit  any  particular  kind  of  plant.  As 
Mr.  F.  Bond  informs  me  that  he  has 
often  seen  moths  visiting  papilionaceous 
flowers,  even  such  small  ones  as  those  of 
the  trefoil,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that 
small  moths  may  suck  the  flowers  of 
T.  procuinbens  and  of  V.  hirsuta.  From 
analogy  we  must  believe  that  the  smaller 
clovers  secrete  nectar;  and  it  does  not 
seem  probable  that  the  nectar  wonld  be 
wasted.  I should  esteem  it  a great  favour 
if  any  Lepidopterists  would  communicate 
their  experience  on  this  point. — Charles 
Darwin,  Down,  Bromley,  Kent. 

[In  reply  to  Mr.  Darwin’s  enquiry  we 
may  observe  that  very  many  of  the 
Tineina  are  provided  with  tongues,  and 
that  these  appendages  are  naturally  used 
in  extracting  the  sweets  of  flowers.  It 
is  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  an  Umbel- 
lifer  swarming  with  the  pretty  little 
Glyphipteryx  Fischeriella,  each  with  its 
proboscis  extended  sucking  at  the  flowers. 
The  Depressarice,  as  is  notorious  to  every 
collector  of  Nocluae,  come  very  freely  to 
sugar,  and  no  doubt  naturally  visit 
flowers. 

But  the  fertilization  of  flowers  may  be 
accomplished  by  insects  in  another  way. 
Many  species  oviposit  on  the  blooming 
flowers;  they  do  not  deposit  all  their 
eggs  on  a single  plant,  but  sparingly  a 
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few  here  and  a few  there;  a female  pro- 
truding her  ovipositor  down  the  corolla 
of  a flower,  and  then  flying  off  to  repeat 
the  operation  elsewhere  may  herself  be 
“ the  priest  who  performs  the  marriage 
ceremony.”] 


An  Entomological  Trial. — On  Wed- 
nesday, the  13th  instant,  the  cause  of 
Bouchard  versus  Harding  was  heard  in 
the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  The  action  was 
raised  to  recover  damages  for  the  loss 
which  the  plaintiff  had  sustained  owing 
to  a communication  headed  “Caution” 
which  the  defendant  bad  published  in 
the  ‘Intelligencer’  of  March  17,  1860. 
The  jury  gave  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
damages  £30. 


Complete  in  Two  Vols.,fcp.  8vo,  cloth 
price  10s., 

A MANUAL  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  SXAINTON. 

This  work  contains  descrijitions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspersed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
times  of  appearance,  &c.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

London  : John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
PANION. By  H.  T.  Si  AiNTON. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Alhenceum. 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


CATALOGUE  of  HEMTPTERA.— 
I have  just  received  a further 
supply  of  the  Stettin  Catalogue  of  the 
Hemiplera  of  the  whole  World,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  forward  copies  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  Is.  2d.  in  postage-stamps. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 
Mountsjield,  Lewisham  ; 

June  7,  1860. 


Notv  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6d.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  lepi dopterist’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoplera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states  ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Me  ruin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Mouth;  and  having,  daring 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London  : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  (yd.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Printed  and  publislied  by  Euwakd  Nkwman 
Printer , of  No.  U,  Devonshire  Street,  Itishops- 
pate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — Saturday,  June  SO,  ISOO. 
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ZOOLOGICAL  AREAS. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Linnean 
Society  a paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Lub- 
bock, descriptive  of  some  new  Ento- 
mostraca  collected  in  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans  by  Captain  Toynbee. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed 
this  paper,  Mr.  Busk  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  geographical  range  of 
the  various  maritime  animals,  and 
wished  to  know  whether  the  provinces 
of  some  of  them  were  not  rather 
clearly  defined.  The  reply  was  that 
at  present  our  knowdedge  of  the  ocean 
fauna  was  so  restricted  that  new  spe- 
cies of  Entomostraca  were  continually 
being  met  with,  and  that  the  geo- 
graphical  range  of  the  known  species 
was  not  yet  ascertained  with  any  great 
degree  of  accuracy. 

We  confess  we  felt  a cold  shudder 
when  Mr.  Busk  propounded  his  en- 
quiry, for  we  had  been  lately  reading 
the  debate  on  the  abstruseness  of  the 
questions  put  before  the  candidates 
at  competitive  examinations  for  the 
civil  service,  and  it  at  once  occurred 
to  us  that  it  was  only  a question  of 


time  as  to  when  an  examiner  in 
Zoology  should  propound  the  following 
query:  — 

“The  accompanying  bottle  of  salt 
tvater  contains  a number  of  marine 
animals;  have  the  goodness  to  state 
the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  vessel 
at  the  time  these  animals  were  col- 
lected ? ” 

If  it  be  imagined  that  some  of 
the  smaller  marine  animals  occupy 
only  belts  of  the  ocean,  some  belts 
parallel  to  the  equator,  and  others  belts 
at  various  degrees  of  inclination, — some 
belts  of  fifty  or  sixty  miles  in  width, 
and  others  belts  not  exceeding  a mile 
in  width,— it  is  evident  that  the  areas 
iu  which  a great  number  of  these  belts 
intersect  must  be  of  very  small  extent, 
and  that  consequently  by  finding  some 
fifty  or  sixty  species  in  a bottle  of 
water,  which  would  naturally  only  occur 
together  on  one  spot  of  the  globe,  the 
geographical  position  of  that  spot  might 
be  ascertained. 

It  may  be  fifty  years  yet  before 
Zoology  arrives  at  this  point;  but 
Science  is  always  progressive,  and  the 
most  visionary  dreams  of  one  century 
become  the  common  facts  of  the  next. 
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Of  course  on  land  similar  problems 
might  be  propounded  to  students  of 
Entomology,  and  a small  collection 
handed  to  them  to  decide  from  what 
district  it  had  come ; if  a collection 
of  British  insects  they  might  be  asked 
to  name  the  parish. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 62  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  ^^c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

AtKingston-on-Thamcs,of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  !kc. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

.\t  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  (Src.  31  Mill  St. 


At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Monntsjield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  AnnuEss. — Our  present 
address  is — A.  M.  Solomon,  1<>,  Gra- 
ham Villas,  Pownall  Road,  Dalston, 

N.K. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  P.  M.,  Ulverslone. — Your  insect  will 
be  Gnophria  rubricollis. 

W.  H.  D. — We  are  not  aware  of  any 
work  on  East  Indian  Lepidoptera  likely 
to  be  of  service  to  you ; the  ‘ Oriental 
Cabinet’  may  prove  of  some  assistance, 
but  if  you  expect  any  work  on  Indian 
Lepidoptera  with  descriptions  of  all  the 
species  you  may  meet  with,  we  fear  you 
will  have  to  wait  a long  time  for  it. 
P.  Acis  occurs  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  Herefordshire. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Cerura  Bicuspis. — On  the  20th  inst.  I 
went  out  for  a day’s  enlomologizing ; 
when  I had  fairly  gained  the  hunting- 
ground  where  I intended  to  commence 
operations  the  rain  began  to  come  down 
ill  torrents,  so  of  course  I concluded  that 
to  make  the  best  of  my  way  back  was 
my  wisest  course,  and  commenced  rny 
retreat  accordingly ; but  iu  turning  to 
shelter  under  some  alders  I was  lioth 
surprised  and  delighted  to  see  a beautiful 
specimen  of  a male  Bicuspis  silting  on 
the  trunk  of  one  of  the  alders  immediately 
above  the  pupa-case ; I immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  box  it,  considering  myself  as 
lucky  as  I bad  a few  moments  before 
considered  myself  unlucky.  This  is  the 
second  Bicuspis  which  has  fallen  to  my 
lot,  having  taken  a pupa  Irom  an  alder 
in  1858,  but,  unfortunately,  being  from 
liome  when  it  emerged  fioin  the  pupa  it 
had  so  beat  itself  about  that  1 had  some 
doubts  as  to  its  being  a bona  fide  Bicus- 
pis.— T.  Meldbum,  MiUgaie,  Ripon. 


Gaslropacha  Quercifolia.  — By  well 
searching  the  whitethorn  in  this  locality 
I succeeded  in  taking  twenty-five  larvae 
of  this  fine  species. — Joseph  Potter, 
Countess  Weir,  near  Exeter ; June  27. 

Acronycta  Alni. — At  our  meeting  on 
Thursday  last  a beautiful  specimen  of 
this  insect  was  exhibited,  which  had  been 
captured  near  Wakefield  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Sorby  (brother  of  one  of  our  members)  on 
the  19th  instant. — H.  S.  Roxby,  Hon. 
Secretary  Naturalists’  Society;  Wake- 
field, June  26. 

Erastria  Venustula. — On  the  14th  inst. 
I had  the  pleasure  of  capturing  a female 
of  this  species;  it  has  fortunately  laid 
me  some  eggs,  which  have  since  hatched. 
I have  since  taken  several  more;  I think 
I shall  have  half  a dozen  to  spare. — 
J.  Bryant,  63,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C.; 
June  26. 

A Day  on  the  Moss  in  June. — I was 
comfortably  seated  at  breakfast  in  Ken- 
dal on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  when 
Mr.  Butler  walked  iu,  prepared  for  a day 
of  it;  a few  minutes  saw  us  started  for 
Elston  Barrows;  on  the  way  we  picked 
up  Mr.  Roxbourgh  and  friend ; tra- 
versing the  uplands  we  observed  a few 
common  species  on  the  wing,  Phy- 
tometra  JEnea  being  line  and  plentiful. 
Scrambling  down  Coot  Scar  our  work 
commenced  in  earnest,  my  friends  tearing 
away  after  M.  E upkrosyne  and  V.  macu- 
laria,  whilst  my  attention  was  given  to 
Bulalis  fusco-renea.  Tinea  imella,  Plero- 
phorus  playiodactylus,  Eupithecia  con- 
strictala,  Larentia  Sulicaria,  &c.  Being 
desirous  of  pushing  on  to  the  Mosses, 
which  we  could  now  see,  we  got  down 
the  escarpment  of  the  Scar  into  the  wood 
below  ; here  L.  Sinapis  and  G.  rubri- 
collis detained  us;  a little  further  down, 
and  Ennychia  oclomaculalis  claimed  our 
attention,  and  who  could  refuse  its 
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charms?  I confess  I never  could ; though 
I did  not  want  it,  yet  I found  myself 
crashing  through  the  nut-bushes  like  a 
school-boy,  dodging  it  as  it  tried  to 
dodge  me  ; once  in  my  net,  and  I laughed’ 
“Aha,  my  little  beauty!  your  charms 
merit  a belter  fate  than  to  be  food  for 
swallows,  so  I ’ll  box  you  all.”  Again 
we  are  off,  and  again  we  stop  to  box 
Albicillula  as  they  sit  on  the  tree-boles. 
Once  out  of  the  wood,  beating  and  boxing 
is  the  order  of  the  day  until  we  reach 
the  Fells  ; here  we  stopped  to  search  for 
an  Elaphrus  which  I saw  there  long  ago ; 
having  secured  a supply  we  beat  the 
junipers  to  little  purpose,  and  again  meet 
with  Eupilhevia  on  the  crags.  Over  the 
wall,  and  we  are  fairly  on  our  way  to  the 
Mosses.  At  12  at  noon  we  set  fool  on 
the  peat,  and  now  all  sorts  of  moss 
insects,  Diptera,  Stegoptera  and  Lepi- 
doptcra  are  Hying  here  and  there,  con- 
fusing the  young  collectors  and  amusing 
the  old  hands.  “ Ho,  Roxbourgli ! follow 
that;  it’s  Ffrir/ana,  fine  as  bred.  And 
here’s  a job  for  you,  Mr.  Butler;  that 
whimsical  fellow.  Hying  now  here,  now 
there,  is  an  insect  you  never  took;  it’s 
Melanippe  haslaria!''  and  my  sides 
shake  again  as  I see  my  friends  floun- 
dering across  one  of  the  most  rascally 
Mosses  (a  drain  two  feet  six  deep  every 
six  feet)  I ever  was  upon  ; proceeding 
further  into  the  Gale  {Mprica),  ihe  game 
thickens,  as  do  our  lalmurs,  for  here  the 
cross-drains  commence,  and  it  is  a slug- 
gish insect  which  cannot  get  away  from  a 
man  with  a drain  he  cannot  see  to  leap 
over  or  go  into  every  six  or  nine  feet,  go 
which  way  he  will,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
Gale  and  heather  thigh  deep  always, 
sometimes  deeper.  Having  reached  the 
clump  of  young  birches  on  the  further 
corner  of  the  Moss  (the  clysium  of  a 
moss-collcctor)  wc  commenced  beating 


for  larvte  : Falcataria  and  Lactearia  were 
both  in  fine  order,  but  most  difficult  to 
obtain  when  put  out  in  such  rough 
ground.  We  now  started  for  a public- 
house,  said  to  be  in  existence  some  two 
or  three  miles  away,  at  Whiibarrow: 
having  refreshed  we  again  look  to  the 
Moss-hedges, and  tried  mothing,  trudging 
along  mid-leg  deep  in  bog,  but  still  all 
bent  on  work. 

10  o’clock  p.  M.,  and  the  capture 
of  the  day  is  secured, — a new  species  of 
Eupilhecia,  safe  in  my  pocket ; and  now, 
as  we  are  nine  miles  from  Kendal  and 
the  light  is  fading  fast,  we  turn  our  toes 
Kendalwise  and  keep  them  that  way. — 
C.  S.  Guegson,  Fletcher  Grucie,  Slatile^, 
near  Liverpool. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Coteophora  Melilolella. — Only  a single 
example  of  this  insect,  for  which  1 jiro- 
posed  the  above  name,  has  been  reared, 
and  this  is  now  on  Mr.  Stainton’s  set- 
ting-board.  It  belongs  to  the  Frischella 
group,  and  seems  to  stand  intermediate 
between  tliat  species  and  Dcauratella. 
In  the  specimen  bred  the  green  is  ol  a 
different  hue,  and  should  this  be  the 
case  with  those  captured  in  their  natural 
haunts  it  will  serve  as  an  easy  character 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  allied  species. 
There  may  be  other  characters  as  decided 
by  which  it  may  be  recognised  at  (irst 
sight,  but  not  having  yet  had  an  op- 
portunity of  making  a minute  investiga- 
tion I leave  the  matter  for  the  jneseut, 
contenting  myself  with  the  fancy  that  I 
see  Compicnella  a drug  and  this  new 
one  conspicuous. — John  Scott,  13,  Tor- 
rimjlon  Villas,  Lee,  Lixvisham  j June  2U. 
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EXCHANGE. 

Eriogasler  Lanestris. — I liave  larvae  of 
this  species  to  spare,  and  shall  be  happy 
to  forward  a supply  to  any  entomologist 
writing  for  them,  on  receipt  of  a box 
with  return  postage,  or  I will  pay  hack 
postage  if  lurvie  of  any  local  species  be 
Sint.  — Matthew  Harrison,  Yarm, 
Yorkshire. 

Pupa:  or  Cocoons  wanted, — Being 
desirous  of  showing  in  my  cabinet  the 
metamorphoses  of  each  insect,  I shall 
feel  much  obliged  if  gentlemen  having 
any  unfertile  eggs,  dead  or  empty  pupa; 
or  cocoons  (particularly  of  the  Boinby- 
cina)  will  let  me  know  ; I will  pay  postage 
and  make  any  return  that  may  be  in  my 
power.  — Kouert  Gillo,  4,  Somerset 
Jiuildings,  Walcol,  Bath ; June  27. 

Duplicate  Eggs. — I have  a number  of 
eggs  of  A.  Betularia,  which  I shall  be 
happy  to  distribute  to  any  collector  who 
will  forward  me  a small  box  and  stamped 
envelope. — W.  Laycock,  Bath  Street, 
Sheffield  ; June  26. 

Exchange.  — I have  some  fine  bred 
specimens  of  Trochilium  Culiciforme, 
iJypoggmna  Dispar,  Arctia  Villica,  and 
a few  of  Theda  W-album.  My  desiderata 
are  those  numbered  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  ‘Manual’  as  follows: — Nos.  4,  11, 
20,  23,  24,  42,  43,  o3,  62,  63,  68,  69,  76, 
77,  85,  86,  88,  90,  92  to  98,  100  to  102, 
109,  112,  113,  115  to  125,  130  to  134, 
136,  138,  142,  155,  157,  178,  181,  187, 
188.  As  mine  are  good  1 shall  expect 
none  but  good  ones  in  return.  Parties 
had  belter  write  before  sending  boxes,  as 
I do  not  want  the  same  thing  twice  over. 
— C.  Holyoay,  16,  H untsworlh  Ter- 
race, Portrnan  Market,  London,  N.  W.  ,• 
Jane  26. 

Exquisite  Penmanship, — Having  two 


boxes  still  in  my  possession  belonging  to 
gentlemen  sending  for  ova  from  me,  and 
which  I cannot  return,  owing  to  their 
being  so  badly  addressed,  I hope  the 
parties  concerned  will  take  the  hint  whea 
they  see  this  notice,  and  send  a plaitf 
address  for  them. — W.  Lang,  John  Street, 
Hamilton;  June ‘25. 

All  gone. — My  larvae  of  Dispar  and 
Carpini  are  all  gone,  though  boxes  are 
still  coming  in  by  the  dozen. — Thomas 
Hague,  Dog  and  Partridge”  Staly- 
bridge ; June  27. 

Trochilium  Culiciforme  and  Erastria 
Venustula. — I have  bred  specimens  of 
the  first-named  species  and  some  good 
specimens  of  the  latter  to  spare,  well 
pinned  and  set.  I should  be  glad  to 
receive  offers  of  some  of  my  desiderata 
from  my  entomological  friends.  I must 
especially  request  that  insects  offered  be 
not  loaded  with  so  much  metal  as  those 
I sometimes  receive  from  correspondents. 
To  save  trouble,  those  gentlemen  who 
do  not^receive  a reply  within  six  days  of 
this  notice  will  please  understand  I am 
not  in  want  of  the  species  they  offer  or 
that  I am  already  supjilied. — J.  Bryant, 
63,  Old  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C. ; 
July  2. 


Leeds  Nalnralisl  and  Entomological 
Society. — On  Monday  evening,  June  11, 
Mr.  J.  Blackburn,  our  worthy  Treasurer, 
delivered  a very  interesting  lecture  to 
the  members  of  the  Society,  “ On  Ento- 
mology and  Botany,”  at  the  Society’s 
room , 1 29,  Kirkgate.— Richard  W right. 
Secretary. 


AGASSIZ  ON  SPECIES. 

If  we  would  not  exclude  from  the 
tharaclcrislics  of  species  guy  feature 
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which  is  essential  to  it,  nor  force  into  it 
any  one  which  is  not  so,  we  must  first 
acknowledge  that  it  is  one  of  the  cha- 
racters of  species  to  belong  to  a given 
period  in  the  history  of  our  globe,  and  to 
bold  definite  relations  to  the  physical 
conditions  then  prevailing,  and  to  animals 
and  plants  then  existing.  These  rela- 
tions are  manifold  and  are  exhibited — 
1st,  in  the  geographical  range  natural  to 
any  species,  as  well  in  its  capability  of 
being  acclimatized  in  countries  where  it 
is  not  primitively  found ; 2nd,  in  the 
connection  in  which  they  stand  to  the 
elements  around  them,  when  they  in- 
habit  either  the  water  or  the  land,  deep 
seas,  brooks,  rivers  and  lakes,  shoals,  flat, 
saudy,  muddy  or  rocky  coasts,  limestone 
banks,  coral  reefs,  swamps,  meadows, 
Jiehls,  dry  lauds,  salt  deserts,  sandy 
deserts,  moist  land,  forests,  shady  groves, 
sunny  hills,  low  regions,  plains,  prairies, 
high  table-lauds,  mountain  peaks,  or  the 
frozen  barrens  of  the  Arctics,  &c. ; 3rd,  in 
their  dependence  upon  this  or  that  kind 
of  food  for  their  sustenance ; 4th,  in  the 
duration  of  their  life;  5th,  in  the  mode 
of  their  association  with  one  another, 
whether  living  in  flocks,  small  companies 
or  isolated  ; 6ih,  in  their  period  of  repro- 
duction ; 7th,  in  the  changes  they  undergo 
during  their  growth,^and  the  periodicity 
of  these  changes  in  their  metamorphosis  ; 
8th,  in  their  association  with  other  beings, 
which  is  more  or  less  close,  as  it  may 
only  lead  to  a constant  association  in 
some,  whilst  in  others  it  amounts  to 
parasitism;  9ih,  specific  characteristics 


are  further  exhibited  in  the  size  to  which 
animals  attain,  in  the  proportions  of  their 
parts  to  one  another,  in  their  ornamenta- 
tion, &c.,  and  all  the  variations  to  which 
they  are  liable. 

As  soon  as  all  the  facts  bearing  upon 
these  diflferent  points  have  been  fully 
ascertained  there  can  remain  no  doubt 
respecting  the  natural  limitation  of  spe- 
cies ; and  it  is  only  the  insatiable  desire 
of  describing  new  species  from  insuflicient 
data  which  has  led  to  the  introduction  in 
our  systems  of  so  many  doubtful  species, 
which  add  nothing  to  our  real  know- 
ledge and  only  go  to  swell  the  nomen- 
clature of  animals  and  plants,  already  so 
intricate. 

Assuming,  then,  that  species  cannot 
always  be  identified  at  first  sight,  and 
that  it  may  require  a long  time  and 
patient  investigation  to  ascertain  their 
natural  limits;  assuming  further,  that 
the  features  alluded  to  above  are  among 
the  most  prominent  characteristics  of 
species,  we  may  say  that  species  are 
based  upon  well-determined  relations  of 
individuals  to  the  world  around  them 
and  to  their  kindred,  and  upon  the  pro- 
portions and  relations  of  their  parts  to 
one  another,  as  well  as  upon  their  orna- 
mentation. Well-digested  descriptions 
of  species  ought,  therefore,  to  be  com- 
parative; they  ought  to  assume  the  cha- 
racter of  biographies,  and  attempt  to 
trace  the  origin,  and  follow  the  develop- 
ment, of  a sjiccies  during  its  whole 
existence.  Moreover,  all  the  changes 
which  species  may  undergo  in  the  course 
of  time,  especially  under  the  fostering 
cure  of  man,  in  the  state  of  domcsiicily 
and  cultivation,  belong  to  the  history  of 
the  sjtecies ; even  the  anomalies  and 
diseases  to  which  they  are  subject  belong 
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to  their  cycle,  as  well  as  their  natural 
variations.  Among  some  species  varia- 
tion of  colour  is  frequent,  others  never 
change,  and  some  change  periodically, 
others  accidentally;  some  throw  off  cer- 
tain ornamental  appendages  at  regular 
times,  the  deers  their  horn,  some  birds 
the  ornamental  plumage  which  they 
wear  in  the  breeding  season,  &c.  All 
this  should  be  ascertained  for  each,  and 
no  species  can  be  considered  as  satis- 
factorily characterized,  the  whole  history 
of  which  is  not  completed  to  the  extent 
alluded  to  above.  The  practice,  pre- 
vailing since  Linnasus,  of  limiting  the 
characteristics  of  species  to  mere  diag- 
noses, has  led  to  the  present  confusion  of 
our  nomenclature,  and  made  it  often  im- 
possible to  ascertain  what  were  the  spe- 
cies which  the  authors  of  such  condensed 
descriptions  had  before  them.  But  for 
the  tradition  which  has  been  transmitted, 
generation  after  generation,  the  know- 
ledge of  these  species  amongst  the  culti- 
vators of  Science  in  Europe,  this  confusion 
would  be  still  greater ; but  for  the  pre- 
servation of  most  original  collections  it 
would  be  inextricable.  In  countries 
which,  like  America,  do  not  enjoy  these 
advantages,  it  is  often  hopeless  to  attempt 
critical  investigations  upon  doubtful  cases 
of  this  kind. — From  ‘ An  Essay  on  Clas- 
sification,’ by  L.  Agassiz. 


ODI — BARNES. 


Arma  virumque  eano,  to  whose  wonderful 
tact  and  ability. 

Hoc  meum  carmen  edo,  to  show  his  great 
respectability*  (?), 


* American  word. 


11  I 

Barnius  ejus  est  nomen,  student  of  ento- 
mological, 

Arlium  artijicumque  (who  make  it  their 
“ fad”  zoological) ; 

Omnia  viva  tenet,  especially  rare  moths 
and  butterflies, 

Quce  “ Lepidoptera  ” dicunt,  in  contra- 
distinction to  other  flies, 

Sordidf am ) amorem  hahet  of  having  fine 
moths  in  his  cabinet. 

Die  mi,  amice,  mi  die,  is  there  not  some- 
thing of  “ grab  ” ill  it? 

Quum  tibi  adveniet,  by  the  post  one  fine 
morning  a letter, 

“ Salve,  Dulcissime  vir{um),  I find  in  our 
‘Weekly  Gazetter’ 

Septimo  Maii  die,  that  you  very  luckily 
did  I see 

Litore  maritimo,  capture  a British  Da- 
plidice ; 

Farce,  precor,  imprecor,  I ’ll  return  you 
some  very  fine  Spinula, 

Da  ^ Lepidopteron  hoc,  and  I 11  throw  in 
a pair  of  Dominula. 

Vel,  Beatissime  vir,  I ’ve  duplicates  fine 
of  both  Colias, 

Conditione  superbC a),l  can  offer  for  Ili- 
cifolias,” 

Et  cetera  ad  infinitum,  the  number  of 
Barnes’s  epistles. 

Omnibus  cur  a collectis,  equal  the  sands 
and  the  thistles : 

Same,  jam  satis  eheu  ! no  more  vvith  your 
bargains  I ’ll  trouble  you, 

Nomen  cognoscere  velisF — H.  K.,  Town 
of  Camden,  N.W . 

Hoc  meum  melos  morale,  vampires  con- 
tinue to  suck  away, 

Experientia  docet,  fools  who  their  pro- 
perty chuck  away — 
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Tempora  eerie  volanle,  soft-headed  fellows 
grow  wise, 

Moritur  prceeelere,  when  the  vampire’s 
“ done  ” of  his  flies. 


Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Me.moranda,  price  Is.  Qd.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  lepi  dopterist’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidnptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  stales;  with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Merrix. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Mouth;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

I “ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  seiwiceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  nntths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterisl’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London;  E.  Newman,  !),  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  l.«.  (k/.  or  2.v.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  .Author, 
Gloucester. 


Complete  in  Two  Vols.,fcp.  8ro,  cloth, 
price  10s., 

A MANUAL  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  Staintox. 

This  work  contains  descrijitions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspei'sed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
times  of  appearance,  (Ike.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

London  : John  A^an  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
PANION. By  H.  T.  SiAiNTON. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Athenceum. 

London;  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


Price  2os., 

THE  BRITISH  TORTRICES. 

BY  8.  J,  WILKINSON. 

This  work  forms  one  8vo  volume, 
uniform  with  the  series  of  the  ‘ Insecta 
Britaunica,’  and  contains  descriptions 
of  all  the  British  species  of  Torlricina, 
with  observations  on  their  habits  and 
localities. 

“ Mr.  Wilkinson  has  described,  with 
great  accuracy,  from  original  specimens, 
three  hundred  species  of  these  insects. 
As  this  has  been  ilone  with  the  skill 
of  a master,  the  work  must  Uike  its 
place  beside  the  great  descriptive  works 
devoted  to  other  families  of  insects.” — 
Athemeum. 

London:  John  Van  Vooi'st,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Printed  nnd  pitblielied  by  KnwAHO  Nkwman, 
I’rinter , of  No.W,  Devonshire  Street,  Rishops- 
pate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — SiUunlay,  July  7,  IHIIO. 
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FLORA  OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Mr.  Babington’s  latest  publication 
bears  the  above  title,  and  is,  without 
exception,  the  best  specimen  of  a Local 
Flora  it  has  been  our  good  luck  to 
meet  wiih. 

The  county  is  divided  into  several 
districts,  according  to  its  geological 
features,  and  localities  are  given  in 
each  of  these  for  the  plants  which 
occur.  A prefatory  table,  showing  the 
geographical  distribution  of  plants  in 
Cambridgeshire,  enables  one  to  see  at 
a glance  how  any  genus  or  order  is 
disseminated  over  the  county.  The 
topographical  remarks  with  which  the 
volume  commences  inform  us  that  three 
great  districts  may  be  noticed  — The 
Chalk  Country.  The  Clayey  District 
and  The  Fens. 

As  Clay  is  not  particularly  attractive 
to  entomologists,  we  will  confine  our 
observations  at  present  to  the  Chalk 
and  the  Fens.  The  Chalk  in  England 
is  fast  disappearing  from  the  botanist 
and  the  entomologist:  it  is  true  the 
soil  remains,  but  no  longer  in  its 
native  wild  stale ; by  dint  of  top- 
dressings  and  artificial  manures  it  is 
compelled  to  bear  crops,  and  many  a 


breezy  down,  where  ere  now  we  have 
collected  some  of  the  choicest  Micros, 
is  now  turned  into  a productive  fium. 
This  has  happened  within  the  last 
fifteen  years  between  Croydon  and 
Merstham,  and  it  has  happened  also 
in  Cambridgeshire.  “ Until  recently 
(within  sixty  years)  most  of  the  chalk 
district  was  open  and  covered  with  a 
beautiful  coating  of  turf,  profusely  de- 
corated with  Anemone  Pulsatilla,  Astra- 
galus  Hypoglottis  and  other  interesting 
plants.  It  is  now  converted  into  arable 
land,  and  its  peculiar  plants  mostly 
confined  to  small  waste  spots  by  road- 
sides, pits,  and  the  very  few  banks 
which  are  too  steep  for  the  plough. 
Thus  many  species  which  were  for- 
merly abundant  have  become  rare, — so 
rare  as  to  have  caused  an  unjust  suspi- 
cion, of  their  not  being  really  natives, 
to  arise  in  the  minds  of  some  modern 
botanists.” 

We  fear  that  this  will  some  day  be 
the  fate  of  Seseli  Libanotis,  which  grows 
at  present  “ in  old  chalk-pits,  and  by 
hedge-rows  on  both  sides  of  the  road 
from  Hinton  to  the  Gograagog  Hills.” 
On  the  Continent  this  plant  furnishes 
two  speeies  of  the  genus  Depressana, 
only  one  of  which  {Libanoti della)  has 
yet  occurred  here ; D.  Hofmanni  would 
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be  an  addition  to  our  Fauna.  Will  not 
some  resident  in  Cambridgeshire  try 
and  obtain  this  insect  before  the  plant 
does  become  extinct? 

We  will  recur  to  Mr.  Babington’s 
volume  and  the  Fens  on  another  occa- 
sion. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  Si  Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &o.  ‘ Recorder’  Oflice. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  (13 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  SiC.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  .M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgale. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  (See.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  .1.  E'ox,  Bookseller,  Sec. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Btirlcy  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers, Printers, (Sec. 31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  .lolin  E’iclding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  .Street. 


At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

.\t  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
ns  theirnamesand  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Leinsham,near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  . . . 1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 
a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  AnnuESS. — Having  left 
Crewe,  my  address  is  now — W.  Thomp- 
son, 3,  North's  Row,  Gate  Street,  Saltley, 
near  Birmingham. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


II.  R.  C. — Hypercritical. 

W.  R.  J.— The  tansy  larva*  will  pro- 
bably be  Pterophorus  ochrodactylus. 
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Medicus. — Your  larvas  are  Eriogaster 
Lanestris ; they  always  occur  by  hun- 
dreds. 


CAPTURES. 


LePIDOI’XEEA. 

Sphecia  Bemheci forme.  — On  the  4th 
insl.  I had  the  pleasure  of  capturing  the 
first  of  this  species.  I have  looked  every 
day  since,  and  up  to  the  present  time  have 
taken  twenty-seven  specimens.  They 
are  much  later  this  season ; they  ap- 
peared on  the  loth  of  June  last  season. — 
James  Vabley,  Almondbury  Bank,  Hud- 
dersfield; July  9. 

Trochilium  Formicaforme. — I have 
mnch  pleasure  in  recording  the  capture 
of  three  fine  specimens  of  this  insect,  by 
• my  younger  brother,  on  the  2nd  of  July, 
close  to  a bed  of  osiers  near  this  city. — 
■ J.  T.  Cakbington,  Clifton,  York. 

Limacodes  tesludo.  — Whilst  beating 
for  Coleoptera  at  Darenlh  I have  several 
times  turned  out  this  species  during  the 
past  mouth,  and  once  or  twice  the  female 
, and  male  together.  They  have  a peculiar 
way  of  quivering  the  wings,  keeping  them 
i in  constant  and  rapid  vibration,  but  not 
. attempting  to  fly  out  of  the  net.  As  I 
I did  not  know  the  species  was  generally 
1 wanted  I only  took  a pair  or  so  (which 
I have  been  given  away).  The  pretty 
s silver-lines  has  been  abundant  (from 
; young  oak)  and  one  or  two  chocolate-tips, 
.Abroslnla  urticce,  und  Trochilium  cynipi- 
jforme  have  also  intruded  themselves 
lupon  me  in  the  same  locality. — E.  C. 
)Eye,  284,  King’s  Road,  Chelsea,  S.  W. 

Pyralis  costalis. — To-day  I was  sur- 
iprised  at  finding  a specimen  of  this 
linsect,  evidently  just  emerged  from  the 
jpupa,  in  an  office  up  “ three  pair”  in  the 
iheait  of  the  city:  had  it  been  its  con- 
Lgeiier,  Farinalis,  there  would  have  been 
1 nothing  extraordinary  in  ii,but  a species 
ithat  usually  occurs  in  the  country  at 


autumnal  sugarings  must  have  been 
somewhat  out  of  its  latitude  so  far  in 
town.  Can  it  be  a dry  feeder  and  true 
native  of  “ the  city?” — R.  M‘Lachi.an, 
Forest  Hill ; July  3. 

Hyponomeuta  vigintipunctatus. — This 
species  occurs  in  plenty  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Witham,  Essex,  where  I 
collected  a number  of  the  larvae  on  the 
29th  of  last  month,  feeding  on  the  Sedum 
Telephium. — W.  R.  Jeffkey,  2,  Huntriss 
Row,  Scarboro’ ; J uly  6. 

Captures  at  Sugar. — On  the  23rd  of 
June,  while  sugaring  for  Thyatira  Batis, 
I had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a fine 
specimeu  of  Acronycta  Alni,  which  had 
just  emerged  from  the  pupa,  and  also 
three  specimens  of  Cymatophora  Fluc- 
tuosa,  in  Haw  Park,  near  Walton  Hall. 
— Chakles  Robeets,  Elrn  Street,  Wake- 
field ; July  3. 

COLEOPTEKA. 

Rhynchites  beluleti.  — I have  taken 
both  sexes  of  this  beautiful  species 
plentifully  this  year  in  the  two-year-old 
clearings  at  Darenth.  Early  in  the  sea- 
son only  stragglers,  and  those  chiefly 
raiiles,  are  to  be  taken,  settling  in  the 
sunshine  on  the  leaves  of  any  trees, 
though  the  hazel  and  dwarf  aspen  are 
their  chief  haunts.  When  found  on  the 
latter  the  small  examples  are  at  first 
sight  hard  to  distinguish  from  large  spe- 
cimens of  populi  (both  species  being 
variable  in  size),  but  they  may  be  sepa- 
rated by  looking  at  the  under-sides, 
which  in  the  latter  are  blue,  the  whole 
body  being  concolorous  in  betuleti.  At 
the  end  of  June,  when  coupling,  they 
may  be  found  abundantly  by  examining 
the  top  twigs  of  the  hazel  bushes,  and 
while  doing  this  a net  or  umbrella  must 
be  held  underneath,  as  the  insect  is 
crafty  withal,  and  will  drop  to  the  ground 
on  very  litile  provocation  ; in  which  an- 
noying “ dodge,”  however,  it  is  surpassed 
bv  the  larger  Cryptocephali,  which  roll 
over  and  escape  if  merely  looked  at.  In 
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very  hot  sunshine  the  Rhynchiles  some- 
times unfurls  its  wings  very  rapidly  and 
flies  away,  even  during  the  short  journey 
from  the  tree  to  the  net.  They  appear 
to  bite  half  through  the  tender  stems  of 
the  hazel,  about  a couple  of  inches  from 
the  young  terminal  leaves,  which  shortly 
wither  and  hang  down,  as  if  damaged  by 
the  beating-stick  of  a collector;  and  in 
or  upon  these  apparently  unprofitable 
shoots  a male  and  female  will  generally 
be  detected,  often  accompanied  by  a sup- 
plemental male  (or  “rider”)  for  reasons 
best  known  to  themselves.  When  no 
beetles  are  found  the  last  leaf  is  curled 
up  tight  with  a large  oblong  yellow  egg 
in  it.  Having  never  observed  more  than 
one  egg  at  a time  I presume  the  female 
deposits  on  several  shoots  of  the  same  or 
different  bushes.  If  any  doubt  exists  as 
to  the  distinction  of  the  sexes  in  this 
species  I can  most  decidedly  affirm  that 
the  blue  specimens  with  spines  on  the  sides 
of  the  thorax  are  the  males,  having  care- 
fully observed  them  upwards  of  a dozen 
times  in  copulA — and  I particularly  in- 
truded my  observations  upon  that  cere- 
monial, thinking  it  not  impossible  that  the 
normal  position  of  the  sexes  might  be  in- 
verted(as  in  some  insects,  &c.),and  so  have 
misled  former  observers,  but  this  is  most 
certainly  not  the  case.  Among  a large 
number  of  specimens  taken  by  me  there 
is  but  one  instance  of  departure  from  the 
sexual  distinction  of  colour,  a large  male 
with  spined  thorax  being  bright  coppery 
green  instead  of  dark  blue.  It  is  possible 
that  others  may  have  found  similar  ex- 
amples, and  so  have  formed  an  erroneous 
opiniou.  I have  endeavoured  to  detect 
similar  habits  in  the  other  species  of 
this  genus,  but  as  yet  without  success, 
although  pube!icens,popnli,(e(jua(us,a;7iio- 
virens,  allia>icc,  yermanicus  and  nanus, 
have  all  occurred  to  me  this  year  in  some 
numbers.  Why  hetuleti  should  be  called 
so  is  a mystery  to  me,  never  having  seen 
it  breeding  on  anything  but  hazel,  and 
seldom  showing  any  partiality  for  other 


trees  except  dwarf  poplar. — E.  C.  Rve, 
284,  Kinys  Road,  Chelsea,  S.fV. 

Darenth. — Since  my  last  notice,  I 
have  taken  the  following  additional  spe- 
cies ; — 

Omaloplia  ruricola 
Leptura  sex-guttata 
Pogonocherus  pilosus 
Necydalis  timbellalarum 
Tritoma  bipustulatum 
Agrilus  biguttalus 
Trachys  minutus 
Clytus  mysticus 
Drilus  flavescens 
Endomychtts  cocciueus 
Ampedus  balteatus 
Athous  vitlatus 
Omias  hirsutultis 
Melandrya  caraboides 
Rhytichiles  atneovirens  {var.  fra- 
garia*) 

Mordellistena  ubdominalis 
...  pumila 
Balaniuus  villosus 
...  pyrroeeras 
Amara  spinipes 
...  orichalcica 
Calathus  fuscus 
Melasoma  tremultc 
Pachyta  collaris 
...  livida 
Toxotus  meridianus 
Rbagium  inquisitor 
...  bifasciatttm 
Silpha  ihoracica 
Onthophagus  ctenobila 
Corynetes  violaceus 
Liophlatus  utibilus 
Ciouus  thapsi 
Orchesles  qtterctis 
Anoplus  plantaris 
Catliodes  guttula 
Taehyerges  stigma 
Choleva  velox 
...  agilis 
...  nigricans. 

— Inti). 

Cuptitres  of  Coleoptera, — Notwith- 
standing the  late  excessive  wet  weather 
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we  have  had  I have  succeeded  in  taking 
a few  Coleoptera,  some  of  them  rather 
rave.  Under  shingle  in  the  beds  of  our 
rocky  streams  I have  discovered  Blemus 
areolatus,  a species  hitherto  only  taken 
in  the  North  of  Wales;  also  in  the  same 
locality — 

Bemhidium  velox, 

...  coucinnum, 

...  decorum, 

• • • monticulum, 

...  nitidulum, 

...  libiale,  &c., 

Tachinus  rufipes, 

Philoulhus  fulvipes, 
and  under  moss,  rubbish,  &c. — 

Conurus  pubescens, 

Bolitobius  cingulatus, 

Mycetoporus  splendens, 

Quedius  fulgidus, 

...  molocbiiius, 

...  attenuatus, 

Lathrobium  multipunctum, 
Lithocbaris  ochracea, 

Dianous  coerulescens, 

Slenus  bipunclatus, 

...  bimaculatus, 

...  Juno, 

...  guttula, 

...  canaliculatus, 

...  declaratus, 

...  subimpressus, 

...  pallipes, 

...  tilum, 

...  tarsalis, 

...  ciciudeloides, 

Lesteva  bicolor, 

...  punctata, 

Elaphrus  uliginosus, 

C\chrus  rostra lus, 

Noliopbilus  palustris, 

...  substriatus, 

...  semipunctatus, 

Anchomenus  gracilis, 

...  fuliginosus, 

...  micaiis, 

Amara  acuminata, 

...  similata, 

...  convcxiuscula. 


Trechus  minutus, 

Bemhidium  flavipes. 

Under  sea- weed — 

Nebria  complanata, 

Bemhidium  pallidipenne, 

...  laterale, 

Aleocbara  obscurella, 

Phytosus  nigriventris, 

Oxylelus  inustus, 

Cercyon  littorale, 

Phaleria  cadaverina,  &c. 

Besides  these  I have  taken  by  sweeping 
and  beating — 

Cryptophagus  dentatus, 

Monoloma  picipes, 

Hoplia  argentea, 

Cryptohypnus  4-pustulatus, 
Sericosoraus  marginatus, 

Atopa  cervinus, 

Malthinus  biguttatiis, 

Malachius  auieus, 

Cistela  murina, 

Pyiochroa  rubens, 

Mordella  puraila, 

Anaspis  ruficollis, 

Gldemera  cserulea, 

Apoderus  Coryli, 

Alopbus  triguttatus, 

Balaninus  nucum, 

Toxotus  meridianus, 

Pacbyta  8-maculala, 

Strangalia  4-fasciaia, 

...  armata, 

Grammoptera  riilicornis, 

Crioceris  punciicollis, 

Helodes  beccabungae, 

Galeruca  culmariensis, 

Cassida  salicornite, 

Scymnus  bipustulatus, 

Mycettea  hirta,  &c. 

G.  F.  Mathew,  Raleigh  House,  near 

Barnstaple. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Spilosoma  Papyratia. — The  white  in- 
sect which  deluded  me  into  the  mud  and 
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water,  as  recorded  in  the  ‘ lulelligencer  ’ 
(No.  195,  pp.99  and  100)  is  1 find  S.pa- 
pyraliu. — VV.  Winteb,  Aldeby,  near  Bec- 
fles ; July  1. 

A new  Butalis  Larva. — Herr  Schmid, 
of  Frankfort,  has  sent  me  a new  larva 
clearly  referable  to  the  genus  Butalis ; it 
feeds  on  the  leaves  of  Ceraslium  arvenscy 
making  a considerable  amount  of  web 
along  the  stem  of  that  plant.  What 
species  this  larva  will  produce  yet  re- 
mains to  be  seen. — H.  T.  Stainton; 
July  9. 

Blathmopoda  pedella.  — Mr.  Douglas 
has  just  made  the  astounding  discovery 
that  this  insect  frequents  alder  trees  at 
Lewisham!!  1 should  have  thought 
nothing  of  going  fifty  miles  to  get  it,  and 
here  it  is  within  a mile  of  my  owu  door. 
It  is  just  nine  years  since  Mr.  Dunning 
captured  his  specimen  at  Brandon,  and 
I am  nut  aware  of  any  subsequent  cap- 
ture in  this  country  till  last  week! — 
IniD. 

Exceretia  Allisella  bred. — 1 have  just 
bred  a specimen  ol  this  insect  from  larvae 
sent  me  by  Mr.  Gregson  on  the  28th  of 
May  last.  These  larvae  bored  into  the 
stem  of  Artemisia  vulgaris,  a plant  to 
which  the  species  hud  lung  been  deemed 
to  be  attached.  From  the  tendency  of 
the  perfect  insect  to  go  greasy  in  collec- 
tions, the  economy  of  the  larva  as  a stem- 
borer  might  have  been  deduced;  but  I 
wish  some  physiological  chemist  would 
explain  why  the  moths  produced  irum 
internal-feeding  larvae  go  greasy. — Ibid. 

Patience  and  Perseverance  rewarded. — 
Ever  since  I read  in  the  ‘ Manual’  (vol.  i. 
p.  280)  your  remarks  on  the  larva  of 
Catocampa  Exoleta  I have  felt  a strong  de- 
sire to  see  it  for  myself.  Last  year  I suc- 
ceeded so  far  as  to  get  a few  ova,  but  not 
understanding  their  treatment  it  was  a 
failure.  'Fkis  season  I determined  to  try 
my  luck  again;  having  obtained  some 
ova  from  Mr.  Taylor,  a few  of  which 
hatched  in  a day  or  two,  1 supplied  them 
with  food,  but  not  one  of  them  would 


touch  it.  I then  resolved  to  turn  them 
out  in  one  of  my  breeding-cages:  day 
after  day  passed  and  I could  see  nothing 
of  them ; the  conclusion  come  to  was 
that  if  root-feeders  when  young  they  were 
gone  down  out  of  sight,  or  that  they  were 
all  dead.  About  a month  back  I ob- 
served several  small  green-striped  larvae, 
which  I concluded  were  Hadena  Pisi  ; 
I knew  it  was  too  soon  for  them,  but  if 
so  how  they  came  there  was  to  me  a 
mystery.  However,  about  a fortnight 
since  1 resolved  (as  the  farmers  say  here) 
to  “ turn  them  out  to  grass;”  but  before 
doing  so  I proceeded  to  examine  one  of 
them  more  closely.  I soon  found  it  was 
no  Pisi;  the  lines  and  markings  were 
quite  different,  and  that  it  was  Exoleta, 
and  no  mistake.  Since  then  I have  taken 
more  notice  of  them.  Respecting  their 
Ibod,  they  will  eat  poplar,  lime,  alder  and 
groundsel ; in  fact,  they  have  taken  almost 
anything  I have  given  them,  but,  strange 
to  say,  I cannot  get  them  to  make  a 
single  meal  off  dock.  They  do  not  con- 
ceal themselves  during  day,  but  remain 
at  their  food,  and  feed  during  the  day  as 
well  as  at  night.  I was  greatly  amused 
at  seeing  one  feeding  when  the  sun  was 
shining— a rare  thing  thing  down  here 
now-a-days.  I had  seen  other  larvae  eat 
fast,  but  this  one  beat  anything  I had 
ever  seen  before ; it  had  just  commenced 
on  an  alder-leaf,  and  in  a few  minutes 
part  of  it  was  gone,  the  quick  motion  of 
its  head  up  and  down  reminding  me  of 
the  saw-frame  at  the  steam-mill ; nay,  if 
there  had  been  two  contending  for  the 
“ belt”  they  could  not  have  put  it  out  of 
sight  faster,  'riiis  morning  one  of  them 
has  cast  its  skin  fur  the  last  time.  If  I 
could  I need  not  say  what  my  feelings 
were  on  seeing,  for  the  first  lime,  a larva 
of  C.  Exoleta  iu  full  dress.  I did  not 
scream  out,  but  certainly  do  think  (with 
yourself)  that  there  is  a treat — a first-rate 
one  too — in  store  for  those  who  have  not 
seen  it. — Joseph  Steele,  Conglcton  ; 
July  (5. 
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EXCHANGE. 

Eggs  of  Sphinx  Liguslri. — If  any  one 
would  like  to  have  eggs  of  S.  Liguslri 
they  can,  on  forwarding  me  a stamped 
envelope  and  quill. — G.  F.  Mathew, 
Raleigh  House,  near  Barnstaple. 

LarvcB  of  Cerura  Vinula. — I have  larvae 
of  C.  Vinula,  which  I shall  be  happy  to 
give  to  any  entomologist  in  want  of  them, 
on  receipt  of  box  and  return  postage. — 
Chakles  Roberts,  Elm  Street,  Wake- 
field ; July  3. 

Clisiucampa  Castrensis. — Mrs.  Fisher 
and  myself  were  so  fortunate  as  to  take 
above  six  dozen  larvae  of  this  species 
near  Gravesend,  which,  as  soon  as  the 
iinagos  appear,  I shall  be  glad  to  ex- 
change. I have  several  fine  specimens 
of  E.  Advenaria,  H.  Crassalis  and  L.  01- 
soleta.  Any  one  desirous  of  exchanging 
will  please  forward  a list  of  their  dupli- 
cates and  desiderata. — George  Fisher, 
21,  New  Church  Street,  Edgware  Road  ; 
July  3. 

Saturnia  Carpini. — I have  larvae  of  the 
above,  which  I will  send  to  any  gentleman 
on  receipt  of  a small  box  with  return 
postage.  — G.  H.  Parke,  Sianway  Old 
Hall,  Halifax,  Yorkshire. 

Eriogaster  Lanestris. — I shall  be  glad 
if  those  gentlemen  who  have  applied  for 
larvEB  of  E.  Lanestris  will  forward  their 
boxes  and  postage  so  that  I may  receive 
them  on  the  14th  inst.,  by  which  time  I 
shall  be  at  home,  and  will  try  and  send 
them  off  on  the  16th. — R.  W.  Weight, 
4,  Gloucester  Terrace,  Victoria  Park  Road, 
Hackney. 

Exchange. — In  the  ‘Intelligencer’  of 
this  week  I see  that  a brother  entomolo- 
gist is  unable  to  supply  his  applicants 
with  S.  Carpini.  I have  a quantity  to 
spare,  full  fed,  which  I shall  be  glad  to 
give  to  any  party  sending  box  and  return 
postage  ; or,  as  my  wants  are  numerous, 
I will  pay  postage  back  if  ova  or  larva? 
of  any  local  species  be  sent.  I have  also 


a small  quantity  of  fertilized  eggs  of 
Sphinx  Liguslri  for  exchange  for  larvae 
or  ovae  of  local  species.  Parties  not  re- 
ceiving an  answer  within  a week  will 
please  consider  their  offers  not  accepted. 
— W.  Scott,  3,  Albion  Street,  Wakefield ; 
July  7. 

Exchange. — I have  a considerable 
number  of  larvae  of  Slilpnotia  Salicis 
and'of  imagos  (perfect  and  well-set  speci- 
mens) of  Thyatira  Batis,  which  I shall 
be  glad  to  exchange  for  ova  or  larvae  of 
any  local  species.  Gentlemen  will  please 
write  first,  stating  what  they  have  to 
offer  in  return. — Ibid. 

Exchange. — I should  be  glad  to  receive 
offers  of  larvae,  pupae  or  imagos  in  ex- 
change for  any  of  the  following  species, 
which  I have  bred  or  taken  in  fine  con- 
dition this  spring;— 

Theda  W-alhum, 

Platypteryx  Lacertula, 

Drepana  Falcula, 

Eupithecia  Linariata, 

Lobophora  Lobulata, 

Melanthia  Albicillaria, 

Melanippe  Tiistata. 

Those  not  hearing  from  me  in  the  course 
of  a week  will  conclude  that  I am  not  in 
want  of  the  species  offered  by  them. — 
W.  Thomas,  Court  7,  Town  Cross  Lane, 
Sheffield. 


SYNONYMIC  LISTS  of  BRITISH 
LEPIDOPTERA,  for  interchange 
amongst  Collectors.  Part  II.  is  now 
ready.  Price  Is.  6d.  per  dozen  (post 
free). 

SYNONYMIC  LISTS  to  the  end  of 
the  Noctuae,  may  still  be  had  on  applica- 
tion. Price  Is.  3d.  per  dozen,  or  4s.  6d. 
for  50  (post  free). 

H.  T.  Stainton. 
Mountsfield,  Letvisham,  S.E. 
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Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  I*.  6rf.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  lepi dopterist’s 

CALENDAR,  piviii"  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states ; with  a classified 
Arranffement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Merrin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London:  E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


CATALOGUE  of  HEMIPTERA.— 
I have  just  received  a further 
supply  of  the  Stettin  Catalogue  of  the 
Hemiplera  of  ihe  whole  World,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  forward  copies  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  Is.  2d.  in  postage-stamps. 

II.  T.  Stainton. 
Mountsfield,  Lewisham  ; 

./une  7,  I8(i0. 


Complete  in  Two  Vols.,fcp.  8vo,  cloth, 
price  10s., 

A MANUAL  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  Stainton. 

This  work  contains  descrijitions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspei'sed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
times  of  appearance,  i*kc.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

London  : John  Y’^an  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
PANION. By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Atheneeum. 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


Price  25s., 

THE  BRITISH  TORTRICES. 

BY  S.  J.  WILKINSON. 

This  work  forms  one  8vo  volume, 
uniform  with  the  series  of  the  ‘ Insecta 
Britannica,’  and  contains  descriptions 
of  all  the  British  species  of  Tortricina, 
with  observations  on  their  habits  and 
localities. 

“ Mr.  Wilkinson  has  described,  with 
great  accuracy,  from  original  specimen.s, 
three  hundred  species  of  these  insects. 
As  this  has  been  done  with  the  skill 
of  a master,  the  work  must  take  its 
place  beside  the  great  descriptive  works 
devoted  to  other  families  of  insects.” — 
Atheneeum. 

London:  John  Y’an  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Printed  and  piililished  by  KnWAiin  ’firvits ku. 
Printer , of  N o.U,  Devonsbire  Street,  I<iiiliop!i- 
rnle  Wiiliont,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  — Sutiii'day,  July  14,  18(10. 
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STATHMOPODA. 

At  page  99  of  the  ‘ Accentuated  List 
of  the  British  Lepidoptera’  we  read  as 
follows: — 

“ Slalhmo'poda,  CTczO/jCog,  a balance, 
the  foot : the  insect  in  repose 
extends  its  hind  legs  in  a horizontal 
position. 

“ Pedel'la,  pes,  the  foot ; referring  to 
the  same  peculiarity.” 

After  duly  considering  the  above 
passage  we  challenge  any  one  of  our 
readers  to  form  any  idea  of  the  pecu- 
liarity referred  to. 

The  hind  legs  are  extended  hori- 
zontally,— so  are  those  of  a gnat  when 
it  is  crawling  up  the  window ; the 
anterior  and  middle  legs  support  the 
gnat,  whilst  the  hind  legs  are  held  up 
and  balanced  in  the  air. 

Linnaeus,  who  first  named  the  in- 
sect, and  who  selected  the  denomina- 
tion of  Pedella,  has  given  a diagnosis 
and  a description  of  the  insect.  In 
the  latter  he  says,  “ Pedes  postici  hori- 
zontaliter  exteusi,  spinosi but  in  the 
diagnosis  he  says,  “ Pedibus  posticis 
transverse  extensis;”  and  the  word 


[Price  Irf. 


transverse  has  a meaning  which  hori- 
zonlaliler  wants. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding is  this : — the  hind  legs  of  Stalh- 
mopoda  pedella,  instead  of  being  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  what  we  should 
call  their  natural  position,  are  doubled 
under  and  stuck  out  sideways,  pro- 
jecting nearly  at  right  angles  on  each 
side  between  the  anterior  and  middle 
legs.  The  moth  then  walks  on  all 
fours,  with  its  gaily  coloured  hind  legs 
stuck  out  sideways  for  show:  if  it 

should  feel  that  it  wants  a little  extra 
leg-power  to  overcome  some  obstacle 
dowu  comes  first  one  hind  leg  aud 
then  the  other,  and  it  walks  a few 
steps  on  all  sixes,  but  directly  the 
obstacle  is  surmounted  the  hind  legs 
relapse  into  what  is  really  their  natural 
position. 

They  must  have  strong  muscles  to 
be  able  to  repose  with  their  legs  in 
that  position,  as  it  is  no  joke  to  ex- 
tend one’s  arms  at  right  angles  even 
for  half  an  hour,  and  these  creatures 
will  sit  with  their  legs  stretched  out, 
without  ever  resting  them,  for  twelve 
hours  at  a time. 

A hundred  years  have  elapsed  since 
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Linnaeus  penned  the  description  of  this 
insect,  which  had  been  collected  (and 
probably  bred)  by  Tobern  Orlof  Berg- 
mann.  That  period  of  time  has  not 
suflSced  to  affect  the  leg-muscles  of 
this  small  insect,  and  when  lately 
discovered  in  Kent  the  difference  of 
climate  had  by  no  means  modified  its 
acrobat  habits. 

The  occurrence  of  this  insect  in  con- 
siderable numbers  in  the  parish  of 
Lewisham  has  already  been  recorded, 
and  we  believe  that  upwards  of  a 
hundred  specimens  have  been  captured 
among  alders.  The  laiTa  will  next 
engage  attention,  and  the  alder  leaves 
will  be  carefully  watched  for  blotches 
formed  by  some  unknown  Lepidopterous 
larva.  “ Habitat  in  alni  foliis  sub- 
cutanea"  wrote  Linnajus.  Was  he 
right  or  wrong? 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  Sc  Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  ^c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  itc.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 


At  Hemel  Hemp.stead,  of  H.  Salter» 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of'  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

AtKingston-on-Thames,of  W.Bryden, 

Bookseller,  See.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  Sec. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St, 

At  Middleton,  of  .John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridtre  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham,near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica~ 
tions. 


Exchange, — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.  E.  R. — We  believe  your  ihsect  is 
only  Camelina. 

C.  S.  G. — We  doubt  your  Plume 
being  Fuscus ; it  is  more  probably  a 
new  species. 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 


123 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoi’tera. 

Deitephila  Galii.  — Last  autumn  my 
little  friend,  Col.  Crofton’s  boy,  found  a 
caterpillar  of  X>.  Galii  on  the  promenade 
at  Lylham,  feeding  on  Galium  verum, 
and  last  week  I had  the  pleasure  of 
seltiug  the  perfect  insect ; it  was  quite  a 
gem.  I have  pinned  out  of  my  breeding- 
boxes,  within  the  last  fortnight,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  specimens  of  Leucania 
Littoralis ; also  a number  of  Triphcena 
Fimbria,  Noclua  Triangulum,  N.  Brun- 
nea,  N.  Festiva,  &c.,  and  have  taken 
about  iweniy  fine  specimens  of  Cucullia 
Chamomilla,  — W.  Gregson,  Lylham  ; 
July  16. 

Deilephila  Livornica. — It  may  be  in- 
teresting to  the  readers  of  the ‘Intelli- 
gencer’ to  hear  that  five  specimens  of 
this  fine  Sphinx  were  captured  in  the 
nursery  of  Messrs.  Veitch  6c  Son.  They 
were  taken  by  a young  man  who  did  not 
know  their  value,  and,  thinking  they 
were  Privet-Hawk  moths,  gave  four  of 
them  away ; the  fifth  has  fortunately 
fallen  into  my  hands.  This  is  the 
second  I have  obtained  this  season : 
they  were  both  in  good  condition. — 
Joseph  Potter,  Countess  Weir,  near 
Exeier ; July  12. 

Cemiosloma  Wailesella.  — I took  this 
species  freely  last  week  among  its  food- 
plant,  Genista  tincloria. — C.  S.  Greg- 
son, Fletcher  Grove,  Stanley,  near  Liver- 
pool. 

Gelechia  temerella. — At  the  request  of 
several  friends  who  wanted  this  little 
pet  of  mine  I collected  a lot  of  its  larvee 
last  month,  and  am  now  breeding  it 
freely. — Ibid. 

Lithoeollelis  quinquegiitlella, — On  the 
1st  of  July  I again  met  with  the  larvae 
of  this  species,  some  still  feeriing,  some 
made  up  ; thus  it  would  appear  the  late 
season  has  not  kept  this  little  gem  buck. 


though  it  has  acted  very  severely  upon 
the  time  of  appearance  of  the  ordinary 
May  and  early  June  Noctuidae,  some  of 
which  are  but  just  appearing : though 
some  species  have  been  out  for  several 
weeks,  still  they  only  seem  to  appear  in 
driblets ; thus  I took  M.  albicolon  five 
weeks  ago,  and  have  seen  it  every  week 
since;  some  specimens  I took  on  the  7th 
instant  are  as  fine  as  bred. — Ibid. 

Slathmopoda  pedella.  — Yesterday 
morning  Mr.  Staiuton  and  myself  went 
in  quest  of  this  species,  and  in  the  course 
of  about  half  an  hour  we  had  managed 
to  secure  about  a dozen  between  us, 
when  Mr.  Stainton  left,  and  I worked  on 
for  another  hour ; and  the  result  is  that 
a few  dozen  specimens  are  now  drying 
on  my  setting-boards.  This  fortunate 
discovery  by  Mr.  Douglas  of  an  almost 
unique  insect,  aud  that  in  the  “ London 
district”  is  certainly  the  most  astounding 
fact  of  the  season. — R.  M‘ Lachlan, 
Forest  Hill ; July  13. 

Notes  from  Deal. — This  is  the  most 
backward  season  I have  seen  on  this 
coast:  Melilcea  Cinxia  last  season  was 
out  plentifully  on  the  9th  of  June;  this 
season  they  were  not  out  on  the  1st  of 
July  ; they  will  not  be  plentiful  this 
year : this  and  many  of  the  early  species 
appear  to  have  died  in  pupa,  in  conse- 
quence of  there  being  so  little  sun.  The 
season  appears  to  suit  the  Coleophoree ; 
C.Lineola  is  so  plentiful  that  the  Ballota 
nigra  seems  as  if  it  was  blighted : C.  Tro- 
glodylella  and  C.  Fuscedinella  are  in 
numbers.  Macroglossa  Stellaturum  is 
very  scarce,  but  Cluerocampa  Porcellus  is 
common.  Liparis  Chrysorrhcca  was,  five 
years  back,  rare  on  this  coast;  now  they 
swarm  on  every  whitethorn  bush.  Many 
Tortrices  are  now  making  their  appear- 
ance ; Tineina  are  still  rare ; Nocture 
are  fast  coming  out,  and  sugar  is  yielding 
a supply.  Acidaiia  Oekrata  is  just  out. 
Hymenoptera  are  rare. — li.  J.  Habding, 
“ Noah's  Ark"  Peter  Street,  Deal,  Kent  ; 
July  16. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Lepidoptera. 

Theda  W-album  bred. — To-day  I had 
the  pleasure  of  setting  a most  lovely 
specimen  of  this  insect,  which  fell  to  my 
lot  in  a rather  strange  manner.  On  that 
hard  fungus,  iu  which,  a little  while  ago, 
I mentioned  having  taken  Orchesia  mi- 
cans,  &c.,  I found  a pupa  apparently 
gummed  to  the  fungus.  I enclosed  it  in 
a pill-box,  and  from  this  the  butterfly 
above  mentioned  has  emerged.  Not 
knowing  whether  it  is  a common  occur- 
rence to  find  this  pupa  in  such  situations 
I venture  to  send  this.— R.  Tyhek,  jun.. 
Hill  House,  Eye ; July  1 1 . 

Pyralis  Coslalis. — This  insect  is  now 
abundant  on  our  hay-stacks.  I have  not 
as  yet,  however,  succeeded  in  finding 
any  of  the  pupas.  In  the  ‘ Manual  ’ it  is 
stated  that  the  larva  is  unknown,  and 
consequently  the  food  is  not  mentioned  ; 
but  in  noticing  the  chief  characteristics 
of  the  Pyralidae,  Mr.  Siainton  remarks 
that  the  larvae  in  general  feed  on  de- 
cayed animal  or  vegetable  matter:  now 
near  this  haystack  is  a manure-heap,  in 
which  the  larva;  of  Costella  may  perhaps 
find  whereon  to  feed ; but  I think  it  is 
much  more  likely,  as  I boxed  two  unde- 
veloped specimens,  that  they  feed  on  the 
straw  which  forms  the  thatch  of  the 
stack,  and  that  they  change  to  the  pupa 
in  the  inside  of  the  straw,  which  circum- 
stance may  explain  why  a good  specimen 
should  have  been  found  “ up  three  pair” 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  as  though  Cos- 
talis  may  be  rather  an  uncommon  object 
there,  yet  straw  is  ncjt.  I hope  soon  to 
have  some  eggs,  and  should  I succeed  in 
obtaining  any  I shall  be  happy  to  for- 
ward them  to  any  gentleman  who  wishes 
further  to  investigate  the  matter  and 
make  the  number  of  unknown  larvie  less 
by  one. — A.  Lloyd,  Belsize,  Hampstead, 
A’.  W. ; July  14. 

Tortrices  reared. — I have  lately  reared 


the  following  Tortrices  from  the  larvae ; — 
Endopisa  niyricana,  from  the  grub  so 
well  known  to  those  who  prepare  green 
peas  for  the  table  ; Eupeecilia  Carduana, 
from  a reddish  larva  with  black  head, 
found  feeding  in  the  flower-heads  of  one 
of  the  Hieracia ; Stigmonota  dorsana, 
from  a beautiful  orange-coloured  larva 
with  conspicuous  black  spots,  found 
feeding  in  the  seed-pods  of  Vida  syl- 
vatica ; also  one  specimen  of  Carjmeapsa 
funebrana,  from  the  little  red  larva  which 
infests  plums.  I have  one  specimen  on 
the  setting-board,  produced  from  a larva 
that  feeds  in  the  seed-heads  of  the  com- 
mon knap-weed  ; I think  it  is  Catoplria 
Hohenwarthiana,  but,  not  having  a series, 
I am  not  quite  clear  about  it.  I am  now 
rearing  Heliothis  marginata  from  larva 
taken  on  rest-harrow. — W.  11.  Jeffrey, 
2,  Huntriss  Row,  Scarboro';  July  16. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Rhynchiles  betuleli. — Since  my  remarks 
last  week  I have  detected  two  other  gy- 
nandromorphous  specimens  of  this  insect 
in  the  collection  of  a friend  (captured  by 
him  at  Darenth),  and  also  found  another 
example  among  some  unset  beetles  of 
my  own  taking,  together  with  a still  more 
singular  variety, — viz.  a blue  spineless 
male.  I noticed  fur  the  first  time  (at 
Darenth,  on  the  8th  instant)  a female  of 
this  sj)ecies  unmistakeably  eating  a young 
hazel-leaf,  not  nibbling  at  the  hedges, 
but  making  oblong  perforations  in  the 
middle:  she  was  feeding  not  greedily 
but  daintily,  following  some  sort  of  au 
indistinct  pattern,  as  I saw  on  the  same 
leaf  several  similar  holes  to  that  which 
she  was  engaged  upon ; indeed  I have 
ol'ten  remarked  these  marks  on  the  leaves, 
without  being  able  hitherto  to  account 
for  them.  Any  faint  idea  enleitained  by 
me  that  the  spines  of  the  mule  might  iu 
some  way  he  used  to  break  the  young 
shoots,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  notice, 
is  now  of  course  abandoned, — since  I 
have  seen  how  trenchantly  the  insect  can 
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ply  its  mandibles;  but  it  is  somewhat 
strange  that  in  this  species  the  end  of  the 
vostvuin  is  not  dilated  in  the  male  more 
than  in  the  female,  as  in  several  others 
of  the  same  genus,  the  sexual  difference 
in  size  of  the  mouth  is  very  great.  We 
do  uot,  however,  know  whether  the  tho- 
racic appendages  may  not  assist  in  curl- 
ing up  the  leaf  for  the  female  to  deposit 
her  ovum. — E. C. Rye, 284,  Kings  Road, 
Chelsea,  S.  W. 


EXCHANGE. 

Slilpnotia  Salicis.  — I have  several 
larvae  of  this  species  to  spare,  and  I shall 
be  happy  to  forward  some  to  any  gentle- 
man who  may  be  in  want  of  them,  on 
receipt  of  a box  and  return  postage.  If 
any  gentleman  has  anything  to  offer  in 
return  I will  pay  the  postage  back. 
Almost  anything  (larvae,  pupae  or  imago) 
will  be  acceptable,  as  my  wants  are  very 
numerous.  I am  in  London  at  present, 
but  I shall  return  to  Yorkshire  next 
Saturday,  so  gentlemen  will  please  ad- 
dress to  — R.  T.  Chalonee,  at  Rev. 
J.  W.  Chaloner’s,  Newton  Kyme  Rectory, 
near  Tadcaster,  Yorkshire;  July  16. 

Coleophora  saturalella, — I have  lately 
bred  a very  line  series  of  this  pretty  spe- 
cies, some  of  which  I should  be  happy  to 
exchange  for  other  Micro-Lepidoptera. — 
Charles  Healy,  74,  Napier  Street, 
Hoxton,  N.;  July  16. 

Exchange. — Having  images  of  Arctia 
Villica  and  pupae  of  Epunda  Lichenea, 
I should  like  to  exchange  with  any  one 
willing  to  do  so.  My  wants  are  mostly 
in  the  Spliingina  and  Bombyces,  such  as 
the  Sesias,  Sphinges  and  also  Charocampa 
Porcellus  and  Anthrocera  Trifolii ; but 
iny  wants  are  too  numerous  to  specify. 
Please  to  write  first. — R.  P.  Haeivie, 
8,  Keppel  Place,  Stoke,  Devon;  July  16, 

Exchange. — I shall  be  glad  to  exchange 
the  larvae  of  N.  Trepida  for  the  healthy 


larvae  or  pupae  of  many  other  species. 
My  larvae  have  been  fed  on  the  tree,  and 
protected  from  ichneumons,  and  I should 
prefer  larvs  that  have  been  kept  in  the 
same  manner.  Applicants  must  write 
first. — Rev.  B.  H.  Birks,  Stonor, Henley- 
on-Thames ; July  16. 


ON  SOME  PECULIAR  FORMS 
AMONGST  THE  MICRO-LEPl- 
DOPTEROUS  larva;. 

BY  H.  T.  STAINTON. 

[Read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  British  Association 
at  Oxford.'] 


Ix  is  well  known  that  the  normal  form 
of  a Lepidopterous  larva  is  a cylinder, 
flattened  beneath,  and  slightly  tapering 
and  rounded  at  each  end.  To  this,  the 
typical  form  of  a Lepidopterous  larva, 
we  have  abundant  exceptions  in  most 
groups;  thus  we  have  the  woodlouse- 
shaped larvae  amongst  the  butterflies, 
and  again  amongst  the  Bombycina;  and 
in  the  latter  group  we  have  also  numerous 
instances  of  larvae  adorned  with  humps 
or  large  protuberances  on  several  of  the 
segments,  atid  in  some  of  the  Noctuae 
larvae  we  observe  a protuberance  on  the 
eleventh  segment. 

The  normal  number  of  legs  is  sixteen  ; 
that  is,  six  true  legs  and  ten  prolegs ; 
but  two  of  the  latter  are  wanting  in  some 
of  the  Bombycina  and  in  some  of  the 
Noctuina,  and  in  the  whole  group  of  the 
Geometrina  from  four  to  six  of  the  pro- 
legs are  wanting. 

In  the  group  of  the  Torticina  there 
are  very  few  deviations  from  the  typical 
form  of  the  larva;  but  amongst  the 
Tineina  we  find  many  genera  which  give 
instances  of  very  considerable  deviation 
from  the  regular  cylindric  form. 
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I do  not  propose  to  weary  this  section 
with  going  into  details  as  to  all  the  ex- 
ceptions to  the  normal  form,  but  a few 
instances  may  advantageously  be  given 
in  some  detail. 

Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  genus  In- 
curmria,  the  larvae,  which  live  in  flat 
cases,  something  like  oyster-shells,  formed 
of  two  pieces  of  leaf  of  an  oval  form,  cut 
out  and  fastened  together  with  silk,  have 
a slight  hump  on  the  eleventh  segment, 
but  do  not  show  any  other  peculiarity. 
These  larvie  in  crawling  about  only  exsert 
the  four  first  segments  from  tbe  case, — 
the  segments  which  are  ornamented  with 
markings, — the  rest  of  the  body  remains 
inside  the  case,  which,  being  compara- 
tively of  unwieldy  size  for  tbe  small 
larva  within,  cockles  over  directly  the 
larva  attempts  to  drag  it  after  it,  and  the 
hump  on  the  back  of  the  larva  is  probably 
found  serviceable  in  retaining  the  case 
on  the  body.  All  case-bearing  larvae 
have  a great  repugnance  to  quitting  the 
cases,  and  many  readily  allow  themselves 
to  be  pulled  in  two  rather  than  quit  their 
domicile. 

In  the  genus  Coleophora,  of  which  the 
larvae  also  live  in  cases,  we  do  not  find 
any  trace  of  the  hump  we  see  in  In- 
curvaria;  but  then  the  cases  are  usually 
cylindric  and  not  disproportionate  in  size 
to  the  larvte,  and  the  larvae  consequently 
carry  them  about  with  more  ease.  One 
instance  does,  however,  occur  in  that 
genus,  in  which  the  larva  assumes  so 
droll  a form  that  it  strikes  me  as  the 
most  grotesque-looking  Micro  larva  which 
I have  yet  seen. 

The  larvae  of  Coleophora:  feed  either  on 
the  leaves  or  on  the  seeds  of  plants; 
those  which  feed  on  the  leaves  mine  be- 
tween the  cuticles,  eat  out  the  paren- 
chyma, and  then  construct  of  the  pieces 
of  cuticle  a case,  though  sonic  larvte  con- 


struct their  cases  entirely  of  silk.  Those 
which  feed  on  the  seeds  of  plants  also 
frequently  construct  their  cases  of  silk ; 
but  a few,  more  economically  disposed, 
on  eating  out  the  contents  of  a seed  or 
seed-pod,  take  possession  of  it  as  a ready- 
formed  case.  Thus  the  larva  of  Cole- 
ophora leucapennella^  which  feeds  on  the 
seeds  of  Silene  nutans,  takes  possession 
of  a capsule  of  that  plant,  and  treats  it 
exactly  as  though  it  were  a case  of  its 
own  manufacture : the  fonn  of  this  cap- 
sule is  of  course  well  known  to  most  of 
those  present,  and  they  will  readily  ima- 
gine that  it  would  not  be  at  all  suitable 
for  a larva  of  a cylindric  form ; but,  in 
point  of  fact,  it  is  only  the  anterior  seg- 
ments of  this  larva  which  present  us 
with  the  usual  form,  its  hinder  portion 
being  much  swollen  out  and  enlarged,  so 
as  to  fill  the  inside  of  the  capsule,  or 
nearly  so. 

The  next  form  of  larva  to  which  I 
would  direct  your  attention  is  far  more 
abundant  than  those  of  which  I have 
just  spoken.  In  the  genus  Antispila  the 
cylindric  form  is  considenibly  departed 
from,  these  larva;  being  much  flattened 
both  above  and  below,  with  the  segments 
deeply  iucised,  and,  moreover,  they  are 
utterly  destitute  of  legs.  The  larvae  both 
of  Incurvaria  and  Coleophora  have  the 
normal  number  of  legs,  sixteen,  and 
though  the  prolegs  are  rarely  well  de- 
veloped in  case-bearing  larvae  we  can 
still  readily  count  them.  In  the  larva; 
of  Antispila  we  see  no  trace  either  of  legs 
or  prolcgs:  these  larvae  mine  blotches  in 
the  leaves  of  dogwood,  and  when  full  fed 
they  cut  out  an  oval  case,  in  which  they 
descend  to  the  earth,  but  they  never  quit 
the  case,  nor  have  occasion  to  crawl 
about  with  it,  so  that  they  do  nut  require 
legs. 

In  the  larva:  of  the  genus  Lithocollelis 
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not  only  is  the  cylinder  much  flattened 
(though  less  so  than  in  Antispila),  but 
these  larvEB  are  so  attenuated  at  both 
ends  that  the  form  resembles  more  two 
cones  meeting  at  their  bases, — yet  not 
two  equal  cones,  but  so  proportioned  that 
one  should  be  three  times  as  long  as  the 
other.  These  larva;,  though  they  never 
quit  the  mine,  are  provided  with  legs, 
and  have  nearly  the  normal  number; 
they  have  the  six  true  legs,  short  but 
well  defined,  and  eight  prolegs. 

A more  singular  form  is  presented  by 
the  larv®  of  the  genus  Phyllocnistis ; 
their  hinder  extremity  is  so  drawn  out 
that  it  reminds  us  of  the  rat-tailed  larvae 
amongst  the  Diptera,  though  the  object 
of  the  prolonged  tail  in  the  Phyllocnistis 
larvae  is  very  different.  Tliese  larvae  are 
also  perfectly  apodal,  and  the  structure  of 
the  mouth  is  peculiar:  the  jaws  of  all 
other  Lepidopterous  larvae  terminate  in 
two  sharp-pointed  mandibles  ; the  man- 
dibles of  a Phyllocnistis  are  perfectly 
blunt  and  rounded,  like  the  points  of 
lace-scissors.  The  reason  of  this  singular 
formation  is  pretty  evident;  the  larvae  of 
the  genera  Coleophora  and  Lilhocolletis, 
which  mine  in  the  interior  ofleaves,  feed 
on  the  parenchyma,  which  they  detach 
piece  by  piece  by  their  sharp  mandibles 
and  swallow ; but  the  the  larvae  of  Phyl- 
locnistis, though  feeding  beneath  the 
cuticle  of  the  leaf,  do  not  eat  the  paren- 
chyma, and  a leaf  eaten  by  one  of  these 
larvae,  if  held  up  to  the  light,  shows  no 
trace  of  the  attacks  of  the  larva.  On  what 
then  do  they  subsist  ? The  larvae  mine 
rather  rapidly  forwards  beneath  the 
cuticle,  raising  the  cuticle  from  the  epi- 
dermis, and  they  apparently  devour 
something  which  they  find  between  the 
two,  which,  as  they  do  not  seem  to  re- 
move any  solid  matter  of  the  leaf,  must 
be  of  a juicy  nature.  It  is  no  doubt 


essential  to  the  comfort  of  these  larvae 
that  the  cuticle  should  not  remain  de- 
tached from  the  parenchyma  in  those 
parts  of  the  leaf  which  the  larva  has 
passed  over,  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
the  cuticle  again  becomes  attached  to  the 
parenchyma  immediately  behind  the 
larva,  and  that  the  cuticle  may  be  let 
down  gradually  and  gently  is,  I believe, 
the  cause  of  the  prolonged  attenuated 
tail.  The  object  of  the  blunt  mandibles, 
in  like  manner,  appears  to  be  to  avoid 
any  risk  of  the  larva  piercing  the  cuticle, 
which  by  letting  in  the  external  air 
would  probably  be  fatal  to  the  existence 
of  the  larva,  as  these  larvae  have  to  move 
their  jaws  in  constant  juxta-position  to 
the  cuticle,  which,  in  the  aspen  tree 
(which  is  frequented  by  the  commonest 
species  of  the  genus,  P.  suffusella),  is  re- 
markably thin,  it  must  be  a great  con- 
venience to  the  larva  that  the  structure 
of  its  jaws  is  such  that  it  can  eat  its  fill 
without  any  danger  of  piercing  the 
cuticle.  Sharp-pointed  jaws  are  neces- 
sary to  a larva  which  feeds  on  the  harder 
parts  of  leaves,  but  to  this,  which  only, 
as  it  were,  sucks  up  the  juice,  sharp- 
pointed  jaws  are  quite  unnecessary. 

I have  already  noticed  that  if  a leaf 
eaten  by  this  larva  be  held  to  the  light 
no  symptoms  of  its  operations  will  be 
apparent;  but  if,  instead  of  holding  the 
leaf  between  us  and  the  light,  we  look 
down  on  it  slantways  we  shall  perceive 
some  slightly  iridescent  tracks,  which 
have  very  much  the  appearance  as 
though  a snail  had  been  crawling  across 
the  leaf. 

Another  peculiarity  of  this  larva  is 
that  it  never  moults ; its  skin  is  ap- 
parently of  so  elastic  a nature  that  it 
grows  with  the  larva;  most  larvae  cast 
their  skins  four  or  five  times  in  the 
course  of  their  lives,  but  this  larva  never 
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once  undergoes  that  operation.  Besides 
this,  it  never  sleeps ; most  larva,  after 
enjoying  a hearty  meal,  may  be  found 
inactive  and  inert,  in  a position  which 
conveys  to  us  precisely  the  idea  of  sleep, 
but  a Phyllocnistis  larva  never  sleeps, — 
it  is  always  eating, — from  its  exclusion 
from  the  egg  to  its  being  full  fed,  night 
or  day,  its  jaws  are  perpetually  at  work. 
This  is  not  true  only  of  the  larva  of 
Phyllocnistis, — it  occurs  throughout  the 
extensive  genus  of  Nepticula.  I have 
had  abunduut  opportunities  of  observing 
these  larva  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night,  and,  unless  they  are  ill  or  dying, 
they  are  invariably  eating.  Their  jaws 
have  certainly  solved  the  problem  of  per- 
petual motion. 

Ehrenberg  expressed  surprise  that  the 
Infusoria  never  sleep,  and  Owen,  after 
long  watching  the  motions  of  the  Poly- 
gaslria,  concluded  they  were  generally  of 
the  nature  of  respiratory  acts  and  not 
attempts  to  obtain  food  or  avoid  danger. 
He  adds,  “ Very  seldom  can  they  be 
construed  as  voluntary,  but  seem  rather 
to  be  automatic ; governed  by  the  in- 
fluence of  stimuli,  within  or  without  the 
body,  not  felt  but  reflected  upon  the  con- 
tractile fibre;  and  therefore  are  motions 
which  never  tire.” 

But  the  motions  of  these  small  larvm 
are  certainly  not  automatic;  you  fre- 
quently see  the  larva  turning  its  head 
about  from  side  to  side  of  its  mine,  as 
though  considering  where  it  should  eat  a 
bit  next,  and  immediately  it  has  deter- 
mined that  point  it  sets  to  work  with 
a will,  little  indicative  of  involuntary 
action. 

In  ordinary  seasons  I should,  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  have  been  able  to 
have  exhibited  living  specimens  of  some 
of  these  small  larva)  to  the  section,  but 
the  extreme  backwardness  of  the  present 
season  has  not  allowed  me  to  obtain  any 
specimens  to  show  you  to-day. 


Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6d.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  lepidopterist’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Inutgo, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states : with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Merrin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  seiwiceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 
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THE  FENS. 

The  Fens  of  Cambridgeshire  are  a 
mine  of  wealth  to  the  entomologist: 
the  number  of  new  species  turned  up 
in  the  Fens  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  is  perfectly  astonishing.  We 
could  therefore  wish  there  was  a rea- 
sonable prospect  of  the  Fens  being 
spared  to  us ; but,  alas ! alas ! it  is 
not  so. 

“ The  employment  of  steam,”  writes 
Babinglon,  “has  made  the  remoral  of 
water  so  certain  that  nearly  the  whole 
level  may  be  cited  as  a pattern  iii 
farming.  With  the  water  many  of 
the  most  interesting  and  characteristic 
plants  have  disappeared,  or  are  become 
so  exceedingly  rare  that  the  discovery 
of  single  individuals  of  them  is  a sub- 
ject for  wonder  and  congratulation. 
There  is  scarcely  a spot  remaining  (I 
only  know  one,  near  Wicken)  in  which 
the  ancient  vegetation  continues  undis- 
turbed, and  the  land  is  sufficiently  wet 
to  allow  of  its  coining  to  perfection.” 

In  an  Appendix,  at  p.  312,  Mr. 
Babinglon  gives  a complete  list  of  the 
plants  which  have  been  recently  found 


growing  in  Wicken  Fen,  indicating 
which  most  abound  there,  and  re- 
marking that  “ the  plant  which  forms 
the  great  mass  of  the  herbage  is  Cla- 
dium  mariscus,  which  is  still  there 
regarded  as  a crop,  although  an  un- 
cultivated one.” 

We  recommend  this  list  to  the  care- 
ful perusal  and  study  of  all  entomolo- 
gists who  are  about  to  visit  the  Fens, 
before  they  are  utterly  demolished  and 
transmuted  into  corn-fields. 

Myrica  Gale  is  already  extinct  at 
Wicken,  though  formerly  abundant  in 
the  Fens;  with  its  disappearance  how 
many  insects  must  have  disappeared ! 
It  must  seem  strange  to  a Darwinian 
that  the  gradual  drainage  of  the  Fens 
does  not  induce  the  plants,  by  a pro- 
cess of  natural  selection,  to  develope 
into  something  else  more  fitted  for  a 
drier  soil;  but  no  — the  marsh  plants 
become  extinct,  and  the  cereals  and 
other  plants  now  growing  there  are  in 
no  way  descended  from  the  fen-plants 
which  have  disappeared. 

A list  of  plants  which  have  formerly 
been  natives  of  Cambridgeshire,  but 
have  now  not  been  found  there  for 
many  years,  is  given  at  p.  314,  and 
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at  p.  316  we  have  lists  of  those  plants 
which  have  their  northern,  southern 
and  western  limits  in  Cambridge- 
shire. 

A beautiful  Cosmopteryx,  allied  to 
C.  eximia,  but  with  the  entire  base  of 
the  anterior  wing  brassy,  is  now  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  the  fen-col- 
lectors,  and  we  trust  that  they  will  be 
as  successful  with  it  as  the  entomolo- 
gists S.  E.  of  London  have  been  with 
Stathmopoda  pedella. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 62  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  62  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
boume  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  \Yard,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  ^c.  Apple  Market. 


At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers, Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham, of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  VVorcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
aud  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St. ; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Mr.  Stainton  will  be  “at  home”  on 
Wednesday  next,  August  1st,  at  6 i>.m., 
ns  usual. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  P.  S. — Please  send  your  name  and 
address. 


CAPTURES. 

LePIDOI’TERA. 

Melitxa  Cinxia. — On  the  2nd  instant 
I visited  the  spot  mentioned  in  the 
‘Manual’  as  a good  locality  for  this 
insect,  viz.  “ a broken  declivity  near  the 
sea,  between  Sundown,  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  the  Culver  Cliffs.”  This  species 
appears  to  be  particularly  partial  to  one 
landslip,  for  though  there  are  several 
similar  spots  close  by  I could  not  find  a 
single  specimen  in  any  of  them,  while  in 
this  one  I captured  seven  in  less  than 
half  an  hour,  and  observed  several  others. 
All  the  specimens  were  in  good  preserva- 
tion, which  appears  remarkable  at  so  late 
a date.  I may  add  that  in  June,  1858, 
T captured  one  near  Winchester — an  un- 
usual locality,  I believe,  for  this  species. 
— T.  Floud,  Pelersjield,  Hants ; July  18. 

Myelois  Pinguis. — This  somewhat  local 
Knot-horn  I found  last  year,  from  the 
middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of  August, 
on  the  trunks  of  ash  trees  round  about 
the  Zoological  Gardens  in  the  Regent’s 
Park,  and  they  are  now  again  appearing. 
They  emerge  from  the  pupa  after  7 o’clock 
p.  M.,  and  may  be  found  drying  their 
wings  till  dark.  I have  never  seen  one 
before  evening,  although  I have  re- 
peatedly searched  the  trees  which  I knew 
to  be  infested  by  them.  I have  seldom 
failed  in  taking  a dozen  of  an  evening, 
and  now  and  then  considerably  more ; 
once  I came  upon  about  forty  on  one 
tree,  although  at  other  times  that  tree 
•was  no  better  than  its  neighbours.  The 
larvffi  and  pupae  (the  latter  in  a silken 
web)  may  be  found  just  under  the  bark, 
the  “frass”  indicating  to  a certainty  their 


whereabouts. — John  Hunter,  1 6,  Robert 
Street,  Hampstead  Road. 

Harpella  Bracteella. — When  in  Mon- 
mouthshire, a few  days  ago,  I was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  meet  with  this  species, 
only  hitherto  recorded  as  having  been 
captured  near  Gateshead.  The  locality 
for  it  is  Crumlyn,  in  the  little  lane  across 
the  bridge,  and  opposite  the  station.  I 
also  took  Eidophasia  Messingiella  here, 
and  a few  other  things,  besides  some 
Coleoptera,  which  shall  have  a special 
notice.  — John  Scott,  13,  Torrington 
Villas,  Lee,  S.E, 

Captures  near  Southampton. — I have 
taken  this  season  at  sugar  two  very  fine 
specimens  of  Diphtliera  Orion.  I have 
heard  of  the  capture  of  two  specimens  of 
Triphicna  subsequa  by  a collector  from 
school,  now  in  the  Forest.  Aporia  Cra- 
tcegi  has  been  scarce  this  season,  and  so 
has  every  butterfly  in  our  locality,  owing 
no  doubt  to  the  very  dull  wet  weather. 
Limenitis  Sibylla  is  just  making  its  ap- 
pearance. It  is  a very  extraordinary 
thing  to  mention,  but  I have  not  seen  or 
taken  a single  thing  off  the  tree  trunks 
at  rest  this  season,  except  a few  beetles, 
whereas  Viduaria,  Orion  and  the  large 
Oak  Beauty  used  to  be  taken  thus. 
Botys  lanceulis  has  been  tolerably  plenti- 
ful in  the  New  Forest.  Eulepia  Cribrum 
has  been  taken  rather  freely  near  Ring- 
wood.  — A.  C.  Oaklev,  Hope  Villa, 
St.  Mary's  Road,  Southampton ; July  2 1 . 

Coleoptera. 

Darenth. — Since  former  lists  I have 
taken  the  following  additional  species; — 

Odontaus  mobilicornis  (one  female, 
flying  late  in  the  evening  near  the  top 
of  a hedge:  several  after  visits  to  the 
same  and  similar  spots,  and  investiga- 
tions of  all  manner  of  “deposits”  have 
failed  to  produce  any  more  specimens). 

Mordellistena  brunnea. 

Magdalinus  pruni. 

Lissodema  4-guttatum. 
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Cryptocephalus  minutus  (and  black 
var.) 

Tanyinecus  palliatus. 

Choleva  chrysoineloides. 

Gracilia  iniuuta. 

Cionus  pulchellus. 

Alhoiis  longicollis. 

Coccinellu  hunieralis. 

Helophorus  nubilus. 

Tomicus  villosus. 

QCdemera  cterulea. 

Notiophilus  substriatus. 

Leistus  ferrugineus. 

Synuchus  vivalis. 

Harpalus  punclaliilus. 

— E.  C.  Rye,  284,  Kings  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W. 

Gnorimus  nobilis. — Having  commis- 
sioned a non-entomological  friend  resid- 
ing near  the  Thames  bank  at  Fulham 
(where,  in  a rotten  cherry  tree,  I found 
some  years  ago  a score  of  this  beautiful 
insect,  and  plenty  of  its  larvae),  to  take  a 
quantity  of  the  rose-beetle,  in  hopes  of 
the  rarer  species  turning  up  among  them, 
I duly  received  about  200  specimens  of 
the  Celonia  taken  on  privet-blossom,  an<l 
one  or  two  Serica  Irutinea,  but  no  Gnori- 
mus, To  make  up  for  this  disappoint- 
ment, however,  a specimen  of  nobilis  was 
actually  taken  alive  iu  the  garden  of  our 
house,  by  my  brother,  last  week ; how  it 
came  there  I cannot  conjecture.  If  any- 
body wants  the  Celonia  fresh  and  un- 
pinned I shall  be  glad  to  supply  as  far 
as  I can. — Ibid. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


LePIDOI’XEKA. 

Notes  on  Eupiihecia  Lame, — I have 
several  times  taken  specimens  of  Eupi- 
ihbcia  coronota  on  |)aliiigs  iu  the  middle 
of  July,  and  as  April  and  May  are  the 
normal  periods  of  its  ai)pearaiice  in  the 
imago  stale,  I came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  doublc-broodcd,  and  I have 


now  decisive  proof  that  this  is  the  case. 
On  the  2nd  of  July  I beat  a full-fed  larva 
off  flowers  of  Thymus  serpyllum.  It  spun 
up  on  the  6th,  and  this  morning  (July  21) 
the  perfect  insect  appeared. 

The  Eupiihecia  larva;  reared  on  flowers 
of  L'turuslinus  last  winter,  and  of  which 
I gave  a short  notice  in  the  ‘Intelli- 
gencer’ a few  months  since,  produced,  as 
I thought  they  would,  E.  innotata  about 
live  weeks  ago.  The  larvie  which  I beat 
from  ash  iu  September  (the  ordinary  time 
of  its  occurrence)  produced  perfect  insects 
at  the  same  time  as  those  fed  on  Laurus- 
tinus  which  spun  up  iu  December. 

Have  any  of  your  readers  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  get  eggs  of  E,  puT 
chellala  this  season  ? I should  feel  very 
much  indebted  to  any  entomologist  who 
can  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
larva  of  this  insect,  which  I have  never 
myself  been  Ibrtunate  enough  to  meet 
with  in  any  stage  of  its  existence. — Rev. 
H.  Haupuu  Crewe,  Drayton  Lodge, 
Tring  ; ,fuly'2i. 

Curpocapsa  Reaumurana. — Under  this 
name  I have  given  to  many  entomolo- 
gists specimens  of  a Carpocapsa  bred 
from  chestnuts.  It  is  uescvibed  and 
figured  by  Reaumur,  vol.ii.  p.  601,  pi.  40, 
fig.  13,  14,  16.  It  appeals  to  be  distinct 
from  C,  Splendana,  Amplana  and  Fagi- 
ylandana, — Caul  von  IJeyden. — From 
the  ‘ Correspondenzblall,'  No.  7,  p.  66. 

Nepticula  angulifasciella  in  America  ! 
— I have  at  last  succeeded  in  breeding  a 
Nepticula,  and  the  species  is  so  very  like 
your  Any ulifasciella,  both  in  ornamenta- 
tion, as  given  in  Vol.  I.  of  the  ‘Natural 
Hi.>*tory  of  the  Tineiua,’  and  in  its  pre- 
paratory states,  that  1 am  much  inclined 
to  believe  it  the  same  insect ; indeed  my 
feeling  in  this  respect  amounts  almost 
to  conviction,  and  yet  I have  named  it 
Rubifotiellu,  from  its  food-plant,  merely, 
however,  because  at  the  time  I described 
it  I had  but  a single  specimen  : since  that 
time  another  imago  has  made  its  ap- 
pearance. Should  these  insects  prove  to 
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be  tbe  same,  will  it  not  be  a^very  in- 
teresting fact  in  geographical  distribu- 
tion? At  least  it  appears  so  to  my  mind, 
when  I consider  its  minuteness  and  the 
oceanic  interval  which  separates  us  from 
England  or  the  Continent  of  Europe. — 
Db.  Bbackenbidqe  Clemens,  Easton, 
Pennsylvania  ; June  23,  1860. 

[In  October  last  we  received  from 

M.  Fologne,  of  Brussels,  a bramble-leaf 
containing  several  larvoe,  which  certainly 
appeared  to  us  to  be  referable  only  to 

N.  anyulifasciella ; we  were  unfortunate 
in  not  rearing  any  of  the  specimens,  but 
this  would  go  far  to  prove  that  even  if 
the  Rubifoliella  of  Clemens  should  be 
distinct  from  our  rose-feeding  AnguLi- 
fasciella  it  still  has  relations  in  Europe.] 

Ep/iesiia  Pinguedinella. — It  may  per- 
haps interest  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  Epheslia  Pinguedinella  may 
now  be  taken  and  examined  in  all  its 
stages,  in  the  decayed  bark  of  the  ash. 
The  larva,  which  feeds  within  the  bark, 
forms  a slight  cocoon,  with  an  opening 
to  the  air,  and  by  removing  the  bark, 
which  has  been  perforated  in  every  direc- 
tion by  the  insect,  any  number  of  pupae 
or  of  larvae  may  be  collected  from  it. 
Whilst  collecting  some  pupte  last  week 
1 found  the  pupae,  the  larvae,  and  the 
perfect  insect  depositing  her  eggs,  as  it 
appeared,  all  within  the  space  of  a few 
inches.  — Rev.  B.  H.  Birks,  Slonur,  Hen- 
ley-on-Thames. 

Coleophora  ardeapennella. — The  insect 
for  which  I propose  the  above  name, 
and  which  I intend  to  describe  in  the 
Society’s  ‘Proceedings,’  belongs  to  the 
Pallialella  section.  In  size,  however,  it 
is  less  than  Ibipennella.  The  larva  feeds 
on  oak,  in  a small  pistol-shaped  case, 
scarcely  half  the  size  of  Anatipeiinella, 
and  seems  very  abundant.  I have  bred 
several  specimens  from  larva;  collected 
at  Dareuth  and  Dulwich  Woods. — John 
Scott,  13,  Torrington  Villas,  Lee,  S.E.; 
July  21. 

Coleophora  Arlemisiella, — The  insect 


which  I propose  to  call  by  this  name  be- 
longs to  the  Argentula  group.  It  is  one 
of  those  insignilicant-looking  things  a 
collector  would  be  inclined  to  throw  away 
as  a worn  specimen  of  Virgaurea,  or 
some  of  the  allied  species.  The  larva  of 
this  species  occurs  amongst  Artemisia 
maritima,  and  is  plentiful  at  Middlesbro’ 
in  August. — Ibid. 

Hymenopteea. 

Hymenoptera  in  repose.  — Since  the 
publication  of  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Hogan’s 
note  (‘  Intelligencer,’  No.  193,  p.  84)  on 
the  singular  manner  in  which  Hymen- 
opterous  insects  are  in  the  habit  of  re- 
posing, three  instances  have  come  under 
my  own  observation,  two  of  which  oc- 
curred during  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  on 
Wednesday  last:  wishing  to  ascertain 
whether  these  individuals  had  settled 
themselves  down  for  the  night,  or  whe- 
ther their  slumbers  would  end  with  the 
eclipse,  I remained  near  the  spot  and 
kept  an  eye  upon  them.  One  had 
attached  itself  to  the  point  of  a blade  of 
grass  upwards  of  six  inches  in  length, 
and  as  a brisk  wind  was  blowing  at  the 
lime  the  insect  was  in  consequence  con- 
tinually being  violently  swung  from  side 
to  side,  notwithstanding  which,  and  the 
unceasing  buffets  it  received  from  the 
stems  of  the  surrounding  plants,  it  reso- 
lutely maintained  its  hold.  No  sooner 
had  the  eclipse  ended,  and  the  clouds 
(which  make  it  an  invariahle  rule  to 
a.ssemble  on  such  occasions)  dispersed, 
than  both  the  insects  woke  up  and  were 
again  upon  the  move,  actively  pursuing 
their  ordinary  avocations.  Both  these 
and  the  one  I had  observed  on  a previous 
occasion  were  of  one  species.  I have 
sent  one  of  the  individuals  to  Mr.  F., 
Smith,  who  will  doubtless  be  obliging 
enough  to  name  the  insect.  \_Nomada 
ochrostoma!] — S.  Stone,  Brighthampton ; 
July  21. 

Hymenoptera  in  repose. — Mr.  Stone 
writes  to  say  that  he  has  sent  you  a com- 


134  THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 


raunication  respecting  a singular  mode 
of  reposing  observed  during  the  eclipse 
last  Wednesday,  and  desires  me  to  fur- 
nish the  name  of  the  bee  so  discovered : 
it  is  Nomada  ochrostoma,  a female  of  the 
species.  I may  add  that,  a fortnight 
ago,  on  one  of  the  dull  mornings, — of 
which  we  have  had  so  many  lately, — I 
saw  the  same  species  of  Nomada  sus- 
pended at  the  side  of  Bishop’s  Wood, 
Hampstead.  I suspect  it  is  not  an  un- 
common mode  of  reposing,  but  I never 
observed  it  before,  although  others  have, 
and  have  published  their  observations. 
Mr.  Slone  asks  me  to  add  any  observa- 
tions of  my  own : the  above  is  all  I have 
10  record, — F.  Smith,  British  Museum; 
July  24. 


EXCHANGE. 

Phraymatobia  FuUyinosa. — I have  a 
quantity  of  larvte  of  the  above,  also  a 
few  images  of  Hepialus  Heclus,  to  ex- 
change for  any  local  species;  ova,  larvae 
or  pup®  preferred.  Gentlemen  will 
please  write  first,  stating  what  they  have 
to  offer.  Those  not  hearing  from  me  in 
the  course  of  a week  must  conclude  I am 
not  in  want  of  the  species  offered  by 
them.  — George  Nash,  JBlossomyale, 
Itipon ; July  20. 

Illustrations  of  Mines,  ^c.,  wanted. — 
Would  any  gentleman  be  so  kind  as  to 
send  me  any  mined  leaves  or  cases  of 
larv®  ? I want  them  for  a public  ex- 
hibition on  the  8th  and  9ih  of  August. 
I should  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  gentle- 
man who  would  assist  me  with  any  of  the 
conspicuous  leaves.  There  is  to  be  an 
exhibition  of  children’s  work  and  fancy 
articles  at  the  Loitdon  public  school,  and 
they  have  applied  to  me  for  the  loan  of 
specimens  of  Natural  Hi.story,  and  for  a 
short  explanation  on  some  of  the  most 
important,  and  I think  there  would  be 
great  interest  in  these,  if  1 can  get 


several  together : the  proceeds  are  to  be 
given  to  the  school  children. — William 
Winter,  Aldeby,  near  Beccles  ; July  23, 

Exchanye. — Having  a few  larv®  of 
Acronycta  Menyanlhidis,  Euthemonia 
Eussula  and  Hadena  Pisi,  and  fertilized 
eggs  of  Hypoyymna  Dispar  and  Sphecia 
Bembeciformis  to  spare,  I should  be  glad 
to  exchange  for  eggs  or  larvae  of  any  of 
the  following  : — 

Hypercompa  Dominula, 

Arctia  Villica, 

Psilura  Monacha, 

Endromis  Versicolora, 

Smerintlius  Till®. 

— William  Pickering,  24,  Burnden, 
Bolton ; July  20. 

Exchanye. — I have  fine  specimens  of 
the  following  species,  numbered  as  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  ‘Manual’: — 1,  3,  21, 
38,  50,  77,  85,  189,  266,  309,  464,  499, 
which  I should  wish  to  exchange  for  any 
of  the  under-mentioned ; — 9,  42,  48,  82, 
91,  101,108,121,122,183, 185, 192,  207, 
215,242,268,287,352.  I have  also  du- 
plicates of  the  following : — 2,  12,  15,  37, 
40,  46,  50,  51,  60,  61,  72,  73,  87,  106, 
135, 153, 158, 171, 172,174,240,312,354, 
360,  402,  418,  461,  495,  496,  503,  599, 
749.  Those  gentlemen  who  do  not  re- 
ceive a reply  within  six  days  of  applica- 
tion will  please  understand  I am  nut  in 
want  of  the  species  they  offer. — Fred’‘. 
Buckton,  6,  .BeecA  Grow  Terrace,  Leeds ; 
July  21. 

Exchanye  of  Boohs. — Any  Coleopterist 
who  may  wish  to  read  Stephens’  ‘ Manual 
of  British  Beetles’  may  do  so  by  lending 
the  advertiser  either  of  the  following 
works  in  exchange: — Westwood’s  ‘In- 
troduction to  the  Modern  Classification 
of  Insects,’  Daw.sou’s  ‘ Geodephaga  Bri- 
tannica,’  or  Spry’s  ‘ British  Coleo|)tera 
Delineated’;  the  last  preferred.  Address 
— L.,  care  of  Mr.  Pink,  Bookseller,  Chel- 
tenham. 

Exchanye. — I should  be  glad  of  spe- 
cimens of  any  of  the  iiudermcnlioncd. 
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miiabered  in  accordance  with  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  ‘Manual’: — 42,  62,  75, 
86,  88,  90,  108,  112,  113,  124,  126,  127, 
129, 134,181, 186.  Larvae  or  pupae  pre- 
ferred. I can  give  in  return  examples  of 
the  following; — larvae  (hybrid  73  and  74, 
a few),  114,  141,  395  to  397,401,403; 
pupae  of  148, 152, 178, 214, 408  ; imagos 
of  15,  46,  71,  75,  77, 137,  140,  147,  166, 
130,  233,  359,  428  and  A.  Cilraria  and 
O.  Bidentata,  Please  write  first,  as  some 
of  my  duplicates  are  very  limited  : those 
who  do  not  receive  an  answer  to  conclude 
that  their  offers  are  not  accepted. — J.  S. 
Dell,  126,  Navy  Row,  Morice  Town, 
Devonport ; July  23. 


ENTOMOLOGY  IN  AMERICA. 


The  study  of  American  Micro-Lepi- 
doptera  continues  to  flourish,  and  we 
have  just  received  a fourth  paper  from 
Dr.  Clemens,  with  descriptions  of  a num- 
ber of  new  species. 

Indeed  Dr. Clemens  has  made  so  much 
progress  in  the  last  few  years  that  he  is 
now  meditating  a monograph  of  the 
American  Tineina.  For  this  purpose  he 
wants,  however,  fellow-labourers ; already 
a few  students  and  collectors  are  at  work 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  but 
all  are  north  of  38°  N.  latitude,  and  col- 
lections of  Micros  made  to  the  south  of 
this,  especially  in  the  extreme  southern 
States,  would  be  proportionally  more 
interesting. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  novelties 
recorded  in  Dr.  Clemens’  last  paper  is 
Brenthia  pavonacella.  “ This  insect  has 
the  curious  habit  of  strutting  about  broad 
leaves,  in  shady  places,  with  its  fore 
wings  somewhat  spread  and  the  hind 
wings  turned  forward  at  right  angles  to 
the  costa  of  the  fore  wing,  so  as  to  display 


the  surface  of  the  under  pair.  It  is 
easily  recognised  by  this  characteristic 
alone.” 

The  habit  of  this  insect  is  far  more 
curious  than  that  of  Slathmopoda  pe- 
della,  the  strutting  being  superadded  to 
the  extraordinary  position  the  insect 
assumes. 

It  is  a great  consolation  to  find  that  if 
we  should  exhaust  all  the  novelties  in 
Europe,  there  will  still  be  work  left  on 
the  other  side  of  the  .4tlautic. 


GREENWICH  NATORAL-HISTORY 
CLUB. 


The  July  excursion  of  this  Club  will 
take  place  this  day  (Saturday,  July  28th), 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Stainton,  and 
will  be  mainly  devoted  to  Entomology. 

The  excursion  will  start  from  the 
Bromley  station  of  the  Mid-Kent  Rail- 
way, at  1.4  P.M.,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
train  which  leaves  London  Bridge  at 
12.30  and  Lewisham  Junction  at  12.43. 

From  thence  the  route  will  be  over 
Bromley  Common  towards  Lock’s  Bot- 
tom, visiting  some  boggy  ground,  where 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Eavensbourne 
rises ; after  exploring  this  ground  tho- 
roughly one  of  the  roads  will  be  taken 
to  Chiselhurst,  where  the  rendezvous 
will  take  place,  at  the  “ Tiger’s  Head,” 
between  4.30  and  5.30  p.  m. 


Price  3s.  Gd., 

The  world  of  insects; 

A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
J.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 
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Notv  readif,  price  8t/., 

A LIST  OF  LEPIDOPTERA. 

Part  II.  Printed  on  one  side  only 
for  labelling  Cabinets.  Arranged  as  in 
the  ‘Manual  of  British  Butterflies  and 
Moths.’  By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

Van  Voorst,  Paternoster  Row. 


Price  3s., 

PRACTICAL  HINTS 
respecting^  MOTHS  and  BUT- 
TERFLIES, with  Notices  of  their  Lo- 
calities ; forming  a Calendar  of  Entomo- 
logical Operations  throughout  the  Year 
in  pursuit  of  Lepidoptera.  By  Richard 
Shield. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 

The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
PANION. By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

“ For  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Athenceum. 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 
Row. 


Price  25s., 

THE  BRITISH  TORTRICES. 

BY  S.  J.  WILKINSON. 

This  work  forms  one  8vo  volume, 
uniform  with  the  series  of  the  ‘ Insecta 
Britannica,’  and  contains  descriptions 
of  all  the  British  species  of  Tortricina, 
with  observations  on  their  habits  and 
localities. 

“ Mr.  Wilkinson  has  described,  with 
great  accuracy,  from  original  specimens, 
three  hundred  species  of  these  insects. 
As  this  has  been  done  with  the  skill 
of  a master,  the  work  must  take  its 
place  beside  the  great  descriptive  works 
devoted  to  other  families  of  insects.” — 
Alhenaum. 

lamdon:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Notv  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  3d.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  l e p I d o pterist’S 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvte-food.  By 
Joseph  Merrin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  onr 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

' London  : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  3d.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


This  day  is  published,  price  12s.  3d.,  the 
Fifth  Volume  of 

THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF 
THE  TINEINA. 

CONTAINING 

COLEOPHORA.  Part  II. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Printed  nnd  published  by  KnwARD  Nkwsian, 
Printer , of  No. 9,  Devonshire  Street,  Bishops- 
pnte  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex, — Sntunlny,  July  ‘iS,  18(10, 
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COLEOPHORA. 


The  appearance  of  anotlier  volume  of 
the  ‘ Natural  History  of  the  Tineina,’ 
treating  of  this  genus  of  case-making 
Tineina,  naturally  calls  our  attention 
to  these  insects.  And  the  announce- 
ment by  Mr.  Scott  last  week  of  two 
new  species  about  to  be  described  (and 
we  know  not  how  many  more  there  may 
be  in  an  embryotic  state,  the  announce- 
ment of  which  as  future  species  would 
at  present  be  premature),  will  lead 
some  of  our  readers  to  enquire,  Where 
is  the  genus  to  stop  ? If  it  has  no 
limits  our  cabinets  have,  and  two 
drawers,  which  were  once  thought  a 
magnificent  allowance  for  the  genus 
Coleophora,  now  are  becoming  quite  in- 
competent to  satisfy  its  ever-increasing 
demand  for  space — more  space. 

If  any  one  is  really  anxious  to 
know  the  number  of  species,  let  him 
consult  a botanist  as  to  the  number 
of  plants  belonging  to  the  natural 
orders  LeguminoscB  and  Composite;  let 
him  calculate  that,  on  an  average, 
there  will  be  at  least  one  species  of 
Coleophora  to  each  plant  of  those 


orders.  Some  plants  are  known  to 
produce  two  or  three  species,  and 
this  will  allow  for  the  possibility — the 
hare  possibility — of  some  leguminous 
or  composite  plant  not  nourishing  any 
larva  of  the  genus  Coleophora.  Then 
let  him  add  a round  number — say  200 
— to  cover  all  the  Coleophora:  not 
attached  to  the  plants  of  those  orders. 
Then  if  a represent  the  number  of 
LeguminoscB,  h the  number  of  Com- 
positcE,  X,  which  would  represent  the 
number  of  Coleophorce,  would  be  thus 
expressed  x ~ a b 200. 

Let  no  one  think  we  are  romancing  ; 
we  write  in  sober  earnest.  At  this 
present  moment  at  least  a dozen  in- 
sects allied  to  Anatipennella  are  pressing 
upon  us  to  be  admitted  to  the  rank 
of  species;  at  present  we  shake  our 
head  and  endeavour  to  keep  off  the 
crowd,  but  the  number  pressing  upon 
us  is  continually  increasing,  and  the 
question  will  arise.  If  Anatipennella, 
Palliatella  and  Currucipennella  are  three 
good  and  distinct  species,  why  may 
there  not  be  other  twenty-seven,  so  as 
to  make  up  the  number'  to  thirty. 
Ibipennella  has  already  had  a specific 
rank  assigned  to  it;  others  are  claiming 
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a similar  standard  of  respectability. 
Will  some  of  the  advocates  of  these 
white-robed  virgins  plead  their  claims? 
We  have  no  objection  to  put  them 
before  the  public,  though  we  cannot 
assent  to  them. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  OlRce. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W.  Bry  den , 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 


At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anont/mous  oommunica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  Address. — Having  left 
Hurdsfield  Road,  Macclesfield,  my  ad- 
dress is  now — George  Jackson,  Birch 
Vale,  Hayjield,  Derbyshire ; July  30. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  C.  0. — By  what  character  arc  we 
to  recognise  your  Clcnr-wings  ? Is  it  by 
their  being  found  on  the  shoulder  of  a 
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young  man  ? or  by  their  occurring  in  a 
Iruit-shop  ? Tipuliforine  feeds  on  currant 
bushes,  Myopaforme  on  apple,  but  any 
child,  by  looking  at  the  insects,  and  at 
the  description,  could  guess  their  name 
more  correctly  than  we  could  do. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoutera. 

Polyommatus  Acis. — On  Monday  last 
I took  a female  of  the  above  species,  in 
line  condition,  in  the  same  field  where 
my  brother  took  one  last  season,  aud  I 
hope  to  take  more  during  this  week : 1 
believe  this  insect  is  said  to  frequent 
chalk  aud  liuiestoue  districts,  but  we 
have  neither  within  twenty-five  miles. — 
Samuel  Hunso'SfEpworth,near  Pawlry; 
July  31. 

A new  Trochilium.  — I have  had 
numerous  enquiries  within  the  last  few 
days  about  Mr.  George  King’s  new  Tro- 
chilium, and  as  I fiud  that  many  of  my 
entomological  friends  look  on  his  account 
of  the  capture  with  suspicion,  I think  it 
but  justice  to  a man  whom  1 know  to  be 
very  industrious,  and  believe  to  be  honest, 
to  say  that  my  son  was  with  him  when 
the  insect  was  taken,  and  that  he  had 
repeated  opportunities  of  seeing  it,  both 
on  the  wing  and  alive  in  Mr.  King’s  net. 
— Robert  Battersby,  M.D.,  Oakjield, 
Torquay  ; July  28. 

Gustropacha  Quercifolia.  — I bred  a 
line  specimen  of  this  insect  on  Saturday, 
from  a larva  taken  at  Lewes. — R.  W. 
Wright,  4,  Gloucester  Terrace,  Victoria 
Park  Road,  Hackney,  N.tl.;  July  30. 

Zeuzera  jEscuH. — I took  a line  female 
at  rest  on  palings  on  Saturday  evening. — 
Ibid. 

Apamea  Ophiogramma.  — I had  the 
pleasure  of  taking  a line  specimen  last 
evening  in  my  garden  here. — Ibid. 

Zeuzera  H^sculi  and  Alyelois  Pinguis. 
— Since  the  appearance  of  the  last  num- 


ber of  the  ‘ Intelligencer’  I have  had  the 
pleasure  of  taking  Myelois  Pinguis,  but 
not  so  plentifully  as  your  correspondent; 
several  specimens  have  also  been  taken 
at  Hackney.  Whilst  looking  for  Zeuzera 
AEsculi  (a  good  number  of  which  have 
fallen  to  my  share),  I have  noticed  that 
the  number  of  males  do  not  exceed  a 
fourth  the  number  of  females  taken  by 
me ; as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I have 
invariably  found  the  males  to  be  most 
abundant  in  all  species.  I have  this 
evening  taken  Z.  jEsculi,  just  emerging 
from  pupae,  on  the  following  plants: — 
Alnus  glutinosa,  Ulmus  campeslris,  also 
on  ash,  privet,  lilac  and  the  common 
hawthorn.  — James  Bryant,  63,  Old 
Broad  Street,  London,  E.C.;  July  28. 

Boarmia  Roboraria. — We  are  happy 
to  report  the  capture  of  twenty-nine  spe- 
cimens of  the  above  species  in  this 
district,  during  the  present  month.  The 
following  is  a more  particular  account ; — 
On  Monday,  July  9th,  after  a day’s  sport 
at  Carrington  Moss,  we  called  at  Master 
Leigh’s,  who  showed  us  a queer  Boarmia' s 
w'ing,  which  he  had  found  in  Dunham 
Park  on  the  7th.  This  insect  we  dis- 
covered to  be  B.  Roboraria.  We  in- 
stantly set  out,  accompanied  by  Master 
Leigh, and  captured  one  specimen.  Master 
Leigh  taking  one.  On  the  next  and  fol- 
lowing days  Master  Leigh  was  prevented 
by  home  engagements  from  collecting. 
On  Tuesday,  July  10th,  we  went  to  Dun- 
ham Park,  and  captured  six  specimens. 
Oil  Wednesday,  accompanied  by  our 
friend  E.  M.  Geldart,  we  again  visited 
the  locality,  and  took  seven  specimens; 
our  friend  took  two.  On  Thur.sday  we 
took  one  specimen.  On  Friday,  the  13th, 
we  went  again  to  Dunham  Park,  and 
took  six  specimens  ; E.  M.  Geldart  took 
one.  Saturday,  very  wet.  On  Monday, 
took  one  specimen.  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day aud  Thursday,  took  none.  Friday, 
took  three — the  last  specimens  taken. 
This  species  is  very  difficult  to  capture, 
as  almost  all  the  specimens  (unless  taken 


140 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 


when  just  emerged  from  the  pupa)  sit  on 
the  trunks  of  the  trees,  about  twenty  feet 
from  the  ground.  They  are  sluggish 
until  once  alarmed,  and  then  fly  very 
high.  The  species  has  not  been  captured 
for  many  years,  when  Mr.  Edleston  took 
it  in  some  numbers. — T.  & J.  B.  Black- 
burn. 

A Commencement. — On  Tuesday  last 
I took  a specimen  of  Crarnbus  Pinelellus, 
and  on  the  same  day  I took  Hipparchia 
Hypcranthus  and  Semele,  at  Grange,  in 
Lancashire. — G.  M.  Geldaet,  Rose  Jlill, 
Roivdon ; July  28. 

Captures  at  Folkestone. — During  a few 
days  stay  at  Folkestone  I managed,  be- 
tween the  (rather  too  frequent)  showers, 
to  take  Trocliilium  Chrysidiforme,  male 
and  female.  I also  took  Heliotkis  mar- 
ff inala,  Argyrolepia  Raumanniana,  Argy- 
ridia  Dipollella,  Anesycliia  Decemgullella, 
ISic. — G.  Fisher,  21,  New  Church  Street, 
Edgware  Road  ; July  20. 

Captures  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. — Having 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  a 
colony  ul'  Arge  Galalhea,  if  any  readers  of 
the  ‘ Intelligencer’  are  in  want  of  speci- 
mens, dead  or  alive,  I shall  be  happy  to 
send  them  a few;  though  I have  col- 
lected for  twenty-five  years  I never  saw 
this  insect  alive  till  this  season.  To-day 
I captured  two  specimens  of  Limenilis 
Sybitla,  much  weather-beaten.  I have 
just  taken  six  specimens  of  Polyommalus 
Alswi  in  the  trenches  around  Carisbrooke 
Ca.stle,  near  Newport.  I have  also  a 
goodly  number  of  larvte  of  Eriogasler 
Laneslris  for  distribution. — T.  A.  Adams, 
National  School,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight ; 
J ulg  30. 

Captures  in  Dorsetshire. — I have  this 
day  returned  from  Dorsetshire,  where  1 
have  been  staying  with  the  Rev.  O. 
Pickard-Cambridge.  We  sugared  in  a 
wood  near  Bloxworth  seven  nights,  and 
saw  thirty-live  sj)ecies  of  Nocluae  at 
sugar ; of  these  the  best  were — 
Triphana  Subsequa, 

Fimbria, 


Noctua  Ditrapezium, 

...  Triangulum, 

Thyatira  Derasa, 

...  Batis, 

Cymatophora  Duplaris, 

Acronycta  Megacephala, 

...  Ligustri, 

Leucania  Conigera, 

Dipterygia  Pinastri, 

Agrotis  Corticea, 

Aplecta  Nebulosa, 

...  Advena. 

Perhaps  among  our  specimens  of  Cara- 
drina  Blanda  may  be  found  some  of 
C.  Ahines.  Of  the  Borabyces  the  best 
we  took  was  Lithosia  Complana.  Of  the 
Geometraj  the  only  species  worth  men- 
tioning among  our  captures  were  Geo- 
nietra  Papilioiiaria  and  the  dark-banded 
variety  ot'  Aids  Repandata.  We  woiked 
the  Heath  for  Heliothis  Dipsacea,  but 
found  none.  On  Thursday',  the  26lh,  I 
went  over  to  Portland,  but  found  all  good 
things  very  scarce.  1 took  a few  spcci- 
lueus  of — 

Acidalia  Degeneraria, 

...  Imnuitaia, 

...  Osseata, 

...  Rusticata, 

Cledeobia  Angustalis, 

Larentia  Olivata, 

Eiipilhecia  Constrictata, 

Melanippe  Galiata, 

Cidaria  Pyraliata, 

Eubolia  Bipunctaria. 

One  Acidalia  Degeneraria  laid  about 
fifteen  eggs,  which  1 shall  be  happy  to 
distribute  among  skilful  breeders.  (I 
have  nothing  for  exchange,  except 
among  my  regular  correspondents.) — 
Rev.  H.  Adaiu  Pickard,  C'/irisf  Church, 
O.vford ; July  28. 

Captures  near  Sheffield.— Dvu\ng  the 
last  week,  in  company  with  Mr.  Hydes, 
I have  taken  the  larva;  of  Notodonta 
Chaonia,  mostly  full  fed  ; they  arc  already 
beginning  to  change.  It  is  really  a beau- 
tiful larva,  and  the  sight  of  them  well 
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repaid  us  for  our  hard  work  with  the 
sheet.  We  have  also  taken  some  very  fine 
Acidalia  Liurnaia  at  dusk : this  species  is 
veiy  nearly  allied  to  /luersata,  and  would 
he  easily  taken  for  it : I have  two  females, 
hut  as  yet  neither  has  deposited  eggs. — 
W.  Ihomas,  Court  7,  I'orn  Cross  Lane, 
SkcJfieLd  ; dull/ 28. 

JJoinys  ill  Ha/es. — Last  week  I went 
to  Llangollen,  the  locality  my  old  friend 
iMr.  Ashworth  used  to  work,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  ol  endeavouriug  to  find 
Some  ol  his  lost  species.  With  very  bad 
weather,  1 was  compelled  to  restrict  mv- 
selt  to  places  where  an  umbrella  would 
go,  and  Irequemly  to  take  advantage  of 
a hedge  or  tree  lor  extra  shelter:  during 
one  of  these  expedients,  1 had  the  good 
lorlune  to  find  the  wing  ol  GEcophora 
yrandis  in  a spider’s  web,  and  afterwards 
to  find  the  perfect  insect,  and  on  another 
such  occasion  J lell  in  with  the  larva- 
case  ol  CoLeophora  saturalella,  upon  and 
near  the  bioom,  which  grows  so  freely  all 
around,  aud  have  since  bred  the  insect 
Iroui  them.  I think  they  are  scarcely  so 
fine  as  some  bred  from  pupte  kindly  sent 
to  me  liom  London  this  spring. — C.  S. 
Gkegson,  Fleteher  Grove,  Stanley,  near 
Liverpool ; July  22. 


OUSSRVATIONS. 


Probable  Hybrids. — On  the  morning 
ol  the  25th  instant  1 was  looking  round 
my  breeding-cages,  when  in  the  first  I 
saw  a female  of  Fsilura  Monacha  out 
alone,  aud  in  another  cage  three  males 
of  Ilypoyymna  Dispar  were  out;  into  the 
cage  in  which  was  the  female  iMonaclia 
1 admitted  a male  of  Dispar,  and  about 
ten  minutes  past  9 p.  M.  1 was  delighted 
to  see  them  in  cop.;  ihe  good  lady  has 
laid  eggs,  but  very  .sparingly.  I never 
heard  of  a similar  occurrence  hefoie. — 
Ja.mes  B.atty,  133,  South  Street,  Park, 
Sheffield  ; July  30. 


EXCHANGE. 


Stiipnotia  Salicis.  — I have  several 
larvae  of  this  species  to  spare,  and  I shall 
be  happy  to  forward  some  to  any  gentle- 
man who  may  be  in  want  of  them,  on 
receipt  of  a box  and  return  postage.  If 
any  gentleman  has  anything  to  ofl'er  in 
return  I will  pay  the  postage  back. 
Almost  anything  (larvae,  pupae  or  imago) 
will  be  accepiable,  as  my  wants  are  very 
numerous.  — R.  T.  Chaloner,  Newton 
Kyme  Rectory,  near  Tadcaster,  York- 
shire. 

Phraymatobia  Fuliyinosa, — Fearing 
that  the  larvie  of  P.  F’uliyinosa,  sent  by 
me  last  September  to  many  of  my  ento- 
mological brethren,  might  not  be  reared, 
as  was  the  case  with  my  own,  I have  this 
day  forwarded  to  each  individually  a few 
more,  about  the  reaiing  of  which  I have 
no  doubt,  as  some,  only  a few  days  older, 
have  already  gone  into  the  chrysalis. — 
J.  Haseldine  Tuxin,  Suryeon,  Ripon  ; 
July  25. 

Duplicate  Specimens. — I have  speci- 
mens of  the  following  insects,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  distribute  them.  The  num- 
ber appended  to  each  name  indicates  the 
number  of  specimens  of  each  which  I 
have  to  distribute. 

Nemeobius  Lucina  (1), 
PolyominatLis  Alsus  (3), 

...  Cory  dun  (2), 

...  Agestis  (2), 

Thymele  Alveolus  (3), 

Aige  Galathea  (3), 

Procris  Statices  (6), 

Saturnia  Pavonia-minor  (I), 
Catocala  Nupta  (1), 

Apatura  Iris  (1), 

Meliiata  Artemis  (2), 

...  Alhalia  (2), 

Argynnis  Selene  (b), 

...  Euphrosyne  (4), 

Grapta  C-album  (I), 

Vanessa  Cynthia  (3), 

...  Polvchloros  (2), 
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AnlLrocera  Minos  (1), 

Eutheinouia  Russula  (1), 
Hemerophila  Abruplaiia  (1), 
Bradyepetes  Aniataria  (2), 
Lasiocampa  Quercus  (1), 

Bryophila  Perla  (2), 

Aconlia  Luctuosa  (I), 

Ereuiobia  Ocbroleuca  (1), 

Fidonia  Piuiaria  (I). 

I have  also  an  indifferent  pair  of  Theda 
W-albuvi.  I do  not  want  any  specimens 
in  return,  but  only  that  applicants  should 
send  their  own  boxes,  with  postage-stamps 
enclosed  for  their  return. — Baden  H. 
Powell, 7,  Grove  Hill,  Tonbridge  Wells ; 
July  2b. 

Exchange. — In  reply  to  my  numerous 
unanswered  correspondents,  1 beg  to  in- 
form them  that  Leueania  Obsoleta  and 
Clisioeampa  Caslrensis  are  exhausted. 
I have  still  a few  of  Epione  Advenaria 
and  Hypena  Crassalis  left.  I have  also 
a few  line  bred  specimens  of  Boarmia 
Abietaria  for  exchange. — G.  Fishek, 
21,  New  Church  Street,  Edgware  Road ; 
July  20. 

Exchange. — I have  larvae  of  Dian- 
tluccia  C'ucubali  and  Eupilhecia  Venosata 
for  exchange,  and  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
offers  of  ova,  larvae  or  pupae.  My  wants 
are  numerous.  Those  persons  not  re- 
ceiving an  early  reply  will  please  take  it 
for  granted  that  I have  already  a supply 
of  what  they  offer. — William  Culveh- 
WELL,  Thorp  Perron,  Bedule,  York ; 
July  28. 

Exchange. — I have  specimens  of  Poly- 
ommatus  Arion  and  Nemeobius  Lucina, 
which  I should  be  glad  to  exchange  for 
any  of  the  following : — 

Colias  IJyale, 

...  var.  Helice, 

Sesia  Fuciformis, 

...  Boinbiliformis, 

Tiochiliuin  Vespiforme, 

...  Ichneuinoniforme, 

...  Sidicgiforme, 

Zcuzcra  /Esculi. 


Any  person  not  hearing  from  me  in  six 
days  must  conclude  that  I am  supplied 
with  what  they  offer. — T.  Wilkinson, 
Cayton  Hall,  near  Ripley,  Yorkshire. 


A RUN  TO  EPPING  FOREST. 

I TOOK  the  liberty — I acknowledge  it, 
and  there  are  a great  many  liberties 
taken  now-a-days  and  never  acknow- 
ledged — of  going  into  somebody  or 
other’s  di.strict,  as  I suppose  Epping 
Forest  to  be,  in  search  of  what  I could 
find.  After  getting  there,  which  I did 
for  a shilling,  the  first  thing  I saw  was  a 
Venus, — not  so  fast, — Venuses  have 
wings,  I believe,  according  to  modern 
mothology;  but  this  was  one  with  “un- 
kempt locks,”  and  two  juniors  of  the  same 
sex  at  her  heels,  who  told  fortunes  on 
having  her  hand  crossed  with  a small 
piece  of  silver.  Well,  she  crossed  the 
road  — a much  longer  space  than  my 
hand  — for  nothing,  and  I didn’t  see 
clearly  why  I should  pay  for  the  lesser 
commodity,  so  I crossed  her  temper  with 
some  good  substantial  English  phrases, 
and  walked  on.  All  of  a sudden  I recol- 
lected what  I had  done,  and  then  said 
confidentially  to  myself,  “You’ll  have 
no  luck  to-day,  old  fellow,”  and  so  I 
whistled,  thinking  this  best,  and  then  “ I 
had  a tort,”  us  a German  gentlemau 
would  say,  and  it  was  this,  “ She  docs  n’t 
know  what  you’re  going  to  do,  and  how 
can  you  have  no  luck  ? ’ and  this  sort  of 
reasoning  satisfied  me  so  much  that  1 
couldn’t  say  whether  I was  right  in 
thinking  I was  wrung  or  vice  versa. 

The  ground  was  very  sloppy,  as  1 dure 
say  you  all  remember  some  to  have  been 
in  .lune,  and  sometimes,  in  making  long 
strides  over  some  dismal  swamp,  1 got 
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both  my  feet  fast,  and  there  I stood, 
feeling  for  all  the  world  as  if  I had  been 
converted  into  two  huge  suckers,  such  as 
the  boys  use  for  trying  wbether  the 
paving-stones  are  firmly  seated,  and 
somebody  or  other  was  going  to  lift  the 
forest  with  me.  {Mem.  The  goloshes  for 
roads  like  these  require  to  come  up  to 
the  knees.)  After  various  extrications 
and  breaking  out  in  fresh  places  I com- 
menced business  on  a hornbeam,  “his 
large  knot,”  where  there  were  divers  ants 
sailing  about,  and  such  a storehouse  of 
wealth  revealed  itself,  after  lifting  a 
piece  of  the  bai-k,  that  I could  n’t  do 
anything  with  the  tenants — they  betook 
themselves  ofif  so  rapidly;  just  as  when 
you  throw  a stone  into  a piece  of  water, 
and  see  the  circles  getting  larger  and 
larger,  until  they  are  lost  for  ever  ; be- 
sides I had  no  bottle  with  me, — what  a 
run  of  luck  men  have  generally  when 
they  are  not  prepared  for  it, — so  I could 
do  nothing  better  than  put  a few  into  a 
pill-box,  put  on  the  lid,  and  then  puff  in 
a little  tobacco-smoke  amongst  them  to 
arrest  the  inquisitive  habit  they  became 
possessed  of  in  an  instant  of  running  to 
the  top  of  the  box  to  see  what  was 
going  on  outside.  Then  I put  in  a few 
more,  and  repeated  the  above,  and  so  on 
a good  many  times  into  a good  many 
boxes.  After  I had  satisfied  the  craving 
— I fear  I have  a great  many  more 
(gentle  reader,  not  cravings)  of  all  kinds 
than  I require  for  my  own  cabinet — I 
made  an  examination,  and  these  are 
amongst  the  captures  : — 

Cryptarcha  strigata, 

Nitidula  decemguttata, 

...  imperialis, 

and  some  as  yet  undetermined  Staphs. 
I left  ten  times  as  many  in  the  tree  as  I 
brought  away,  and  I am  sorry  to  think  I 


can  give  no  direction  for  finding  it. 
Perhaps  I may  as  well  stale  here  that 
the  sole  cause  of  such  a wonderful  accu- 
mulation of  life  was  the  presence  of 
several  “incipient”  Goat-moth  cater- 
pillars. 

Then  I took  to  beating  the  bushes, 
and  then  there  came  by  a man,  who  was 
evidently  beating  about  the  bush  to 
ascertain  what  I had  found  ; but  I had 
lost  my  tongue,  and  I could  n’t  be  posi- 
tive whether  the  trees  had  also  lost 
their’s  ; at  any  rate  he  got  no  answer, 
so  we  parted,  and  the  trees  boughed  him 
out  of  my  sight. 

Then  five  o’clock  came,  and  with  it 
the  friend  who  had  promised  to  lay 
everything  in  train  and  be  with  me 
at  that  time,  and  so  we  chatted  and 
smoked,  and  tried  to  do  double  work  in 
half  time,  and  we  did  as  follows: — 

Took  the  lai-voe  of — 

Gelechia  albipalpella, 

Scythropia  cratasgella, 

Coleophora  siccifolia ; 

Beat  out — 

(Ecophora  tripuncta. 

Tinea  arcella, 

Argyresthia  glaucinella, 

besides  a few  commoner  species.  Then, 
at  half-past  eight,  Venustuhi  made  its 
appearance,  flying  in  pairs,  one  after  the 
other,  and  so  we  boxed  a few,  and  con- 
sidered we  had  done  very  well,  and 
although  I have  headed  this  “A  Run  to 
Epping,”  we  footed  it  a great  deal  faster 
from  it.  There  were  only  two  of  us  cer- 
tainly, but  we  had  a considerable  amount 
of  Forest,  Smart’s  Lane  and  the  Station 
to  do  in  five  minutes.  Somehow  or  other 
we  made  the  Station  as  the  train  was  in 
motion,  and  half  of  us  got  left  behind. — 
John  Scott,  13,  Torrington  Villas,  Lee, 
S.E. 


144 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 


Complete  in  Two  Voh.,fcp.  8vo,  cloth, 
price  10s., 

AM.4NU.4L  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  Stainton. 

This  work  contains  descrijitions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspersed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
limes  of  appearance,  4cc.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

London  : John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


CAT4L0GUE  of  HEMIPTER4.— 
I have  just  received  a further 
supply  of  the  Stettin  Calalofrue  of  the 
Hemiptera  of  the  whole  W orld,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  forsvard  copies  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  Is.  2d,  in  postage-stamps. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 
Mount. <ijield,  Lewisham. 


Now  ready,  price  8d., 

A LIST  OF  LEPIDOPTER4. 

Part  TI.  Printed  on  one  side  only 
for  labelling  Cabinets.  Arranged  as  in 
the  ‘Manual  of  British  Butterflies  and 
Moths.’  By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

Van  Voorst,  Paternoster  Row. 


Price  3s.  6cZ., 

HE  WORLD  OF  INSECTS; 
A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
J.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London. 

Loudon:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Loddon  public  school  — 

The  EXHIBITION  and  SALE 
of  NEEDLEWORK  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  August  8th 
and  9th.  The  hours  of  Exhibition  will 
be  from  12  to  4 o’clock  in  the  Afternoon, 
and  from  7 to  9 o’clock  in  the  Evening 
each  day.  .4dmission  on  Wednesday, 
()d.  each.  Children  half-price.  Ad- 
mission free  on  Thursday. 

J.  J.  Smith, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
J.  C.  CoPEMAN,  Secretary. 
Loddon,  duly  18,  I8(i0. 


Notv  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  6d.,  cloth  boards, 
2s. 

The  lepi  doptertst’s 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Me  ruin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Month;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  their  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  lime  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial scientific  value  to  the  Iicpidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London;  E.  Newman,  9.  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  Gd.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Now  published,  price  12s.  Od.,  the  Fifth 
Volume  of 

THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF 
THE  TINEINA. 
containing 

COLEOPHOR4.  Paut  II. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster How. 


Printed  (ind  pulilislird  by  Edwabo  Nfwmak, 
Printer  . of  No.f),  llevonsliirr  .Street,  ItiKlinpA- 
pate  Williont,  Lundon,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex.  — Saturday,  August  t,  I8R0. 


THE  ENTOMOLOGISTS 

WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 

No.  201.]  SATURDAY,  AUUGST  11,  1860.  [Price  Id. 


LONGEVITY. 

We  occasionally  stare  when  we  see 
recorded  in  the  ‘Times’  the  death 
of  some  individual  aged  one  hun- 
dred and  odd  years.  Sometimes  a 
local  paper  gives  a paragraph  respect- 
ing the  centenarian,  remarking  how 
all  the  faculties  were  retained  un- 
diminished till  the  most  recent  period, 
and  such  paragraphs  are  almost  sure 
to  conclude  with  the  number  of 
children,  grandchildren,  great-grand- 
children and  great  great-grandchildren 
that  the  centenarian  has  left  behind 
him  or  her. 

Would  any  of  us  like  to  become 
centenarians  ourselves?  Conceive  the 
case  of  a person  living  twenty  years 
too  long, — felt  as  an  incumbrance  to 
all  immediate  relatives, — a sort  of  “ old 
man  of  the  sea,”  not  to  be  got  rid 
of.  Conceive  the  number  of  pleasant 
speculations  which  would  take  place 
on  the  possible  contingency  of  the 
death  of  such  an  individual, — conceive 
all  this,  and  then  you  may  begin  to 
imagine  the  feelings  which  a Cole- 
ophora  larva,  endued  with  unusual 
longevity,  propagates  in  the  breasts  of 


all  who  are  anxiously  expecting  its 
decease. 

As  we  write  these  lines,  a larva  of 
Coleophora  compieuella  is  walking  about 
quite  pleasantly ; we  look  at  it  with 
anything  but  pleasurable  feelings,  for 
it  is  clear  to  us  that  as  long  as  it 
remains  a larva  it  will  never  attain 
the  perfect  state,  and  we  had  hoped 
ere  now  to  have  placed  it  in  our  cabi- 
net. We  presume  we  must  now  wait 
till  next  year! 

Mr.  Bedell  first  took  this  insect  on 
the  12th  of  July,  and  here  we  are 
getting  far  advanced  in  August.  Well, 
patience. 

Of  the  larvae  of  Coleophora  Melilo- 
tella,  collected  by  Mr.  Scott  last  August, 
only  two  have  yet  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  perfect  state:  on  investi- 
gation it  is  found  that  most  of  the 
cases  contain  living  larvae.  How  long 
are  we  to  wait  for  their  good  pleasure 
to  assume  the  pupa  and  imago  states? 

This  longevity  is  a great  nuisance: 
it  will  never  do  to  throw  old  Cole- 
ophora cases  away,  as  they  may  pro- 
duce moths  next  year,  and  rubbish  is 
always  accumulating  fast  enough,  as 
things  are. 
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In  America  a similar  phenomenon 
has  been  observed.  Dr.  Clemens  re- 
marks that  in  November,  1858,  he 
found  two  cases,  which  he  supposed 
contained  Coleophora  larvae;  these  were 
placed  in  a glass  tube,  and  remained 
there  till  June,  1860,  when  Dr.  Clemens, 
being  anxious  to  ascertain  what  they 
contained  (as  no  moths  had  made  their 
appearance)  proceeded  to  open  them, — 
when,  lo ! both  the  larvcB  were  found 
to  be  living — living  after  passing  nine- 
teen months  in  the  larva  state  without 
food ! 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
LiGENCEK  may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater ; W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  .John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  Ikc.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Heniel  Hempstead,  of  11.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  ^c.  High  Street. 


At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kiugston-on-Thames,  of  W . Bry  den , 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham, of  H.  Carr, Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  tbeirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Letvi sham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  he  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 
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CAPTUEES. 


LePIDOI’TERA. 

The  ne:iv  Sesia. — I be^  to  inform  the 
readers  of  the  ‘Intelligencer’  that  the 
new  Sesia  taken  by  me  near  Torquay  is 
S.  Philanlhiformis.  I have  a few  ex- 
amples still  to  dispose  of.  I am  about 
to  visit  Horning  Fen,  and  shall  return  in 
a few  days. — George  King;  Aug.  8. 

Cossus  Ligniperda  at  Sugar.  — Last 
night  my  brother  took  a very  fine  female 
of  this  species  at  sugar:  this  is  the 
second  specimen  I have  seen  in  such  a 
situation. — R.  Tvrer,  jun.,  Hill  House, 
Eye;  August  1. 

Acidalia  Inornata. — On  the  29th  of 
July  I had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a 
pair  of  this  species  in  cop.,  and  the  good 
old  dame  has  deposited  a nice  batch  of 
eggs.  Can  any  brother  entomologist 
give  me  any  information  about  the  food- 
plant?  if  so,  I should  be  much  obliged. 
— W.  Hydes,  Bagshaw's  Buildings,  Park 
Spring,  Sheffield ; August  6. 

Ephestia  seinirufa,  Haworth.  — The 
other  night,  whilst  my  friend  Douglas 
and  I were  generalizing,— that  is,  looking 
for  anything, — I netted  a specimen  which 
puzzled  us  both.  As  we  seemed  to  have 
got  into  the  head-quarters  of  the  above 
creature,  I went  on  boxing  till  I was 
completely  shut  up,  and  then  I com- 
menced and  did  the  same  for  my  friend. 
We  afterwards  went  on  another  evening, 
and  were  alike  successful.  Haworth’s 
description  is  exceedingly  good. — Johx 
Scott,  13,  Torrington  Villas,  Lee,  S.E.; 
July  21. 

Tinea  caprimulgella. — Whilst  in  search 
of  CEvophora  lunaris,  a few  evenings  ago, 
on  a fence  in  Blackheath  Park,  I gave  a 
glance  at  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  and  was 
rewarded  with  a specimen  of  the  above 
insect.  From  the  decayed  wood  one  or 
two  deserted  pupa-skins  were  protruding, 
and  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
tenants  had  been  no  other  than  this 


hitherto  scarce  species.  I hope  by  an- 
other season  to  solve  the  problem. — Ibid  ; 
August  1. 

Captures  near  Romsey. — On  the  24th 
of  July  I caught  a very  fine  specimen  of 
Limenitis  Sibylla  in  an  opening  of  a 
wood  between  Romsey  and  Southampton, 
and  on  the  following  Monday  I caught 
another  specimen  at  Squab  Wood,  about 
one  mile  from  Romsey.  T have  taken  a 
large  quantity  of  Arge  Galalhea  at  the 
latter  place. — F.  J.  Buckei.l,  Romsey, 
Hants, 

Captures  in  North  Wales. — I am  happy 
to  inform  you  that,  notwithstanding  the 
inclemency  of  the  present  season,  the 
following  captures  of  Lepidoptcra  have 
been  made  by  Ablett  Jesse,  John  Fair- 
fax Jesse  and  myself  in  this  part  of 
Wales:  — 

Argynnis  Aglaia  (30), 

Hipparchia  Semele  (1), 

Theda  Quercus  (1), 

Thanaos  Tages  (2), 

Pamphila  Sylvanus  (1), 

Odonestes  Potatoria  (3), 

Arctia  Caja  (4), 

Ourapteryx  Sambucaria  (1), 
Macroglossa  Stellatarum  (1), 
Geometra  Papilionaria  (1), 
Melanippe  Hastala  (2), 
with  many  others.  — Robert  Ward, 
Llanbedr  Hall,  near  Ruthin,  Denbigh- 
shire ; August  6. 

Captures  in  South  Wales.  — I have 
lately  been  staying  at  Tenby,  in  Pem- 
brokeshire, and  have  taken  the  following 
species: — 

Argynnis  Aglaia, 

...  Adippe, 

...  Paphia, 

...  Euphrosyne, 

Thyalira  Derasa, 

...  Batis, 

Leucania  Conigera, 

...  Turca, 

...  Lithargyria, 

...  Pallcns, 
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Nonagria  Typhae, 

...  Crassiconiis, 
Xylopbasia  Rurea, 

Lylboxylea, 

...  Polyodon, 

...  Hepalica, 

Agrotis  Porphyrea, 
Triphaena  Janlhina, 

...  Fimbria, 
Hadena  Tbalassina, 

...  W-latinum, 
Erastria  Fuscula, 
Ourapteryx  Sambucaria, 
Metrocampa  Margaritaria, 
Boarmia  Repandata, 

...  Rbomboidaria, 
Geometra  Papilionaria, 
Hemitbea  Tbyiniaria, 
Astbena  Luteata, 

...  Candidata, 

...  Sylvata, 

Acidalia  Iininutata, 

...  Reumlata, 

...  Fumata, 

...  Imitaria, 

Cabera  Pusaria, 

...  Exantbemata, 
Strenia  Clatbrata, 
Lomaspilis  Marginata, 
Larentia  Didymata, 

...  Olivaria, 

...  Miaria, 
Emmelesia  AflSnitata, 

...  Alcbemillata, 
...  Albulata, 
Eupitbecia  Succenturiata, 
...  Subnotata, 

...  Pumilata, 

...  Coronata, 

...  Rectangulata, 
Ypsipetes  Elutala, 
Melantbia  Ocellata, 

...  Albicillata, 
Melaiiippe  Rivata, 

...  Biriviata, 

...  Montanata, 

...  Galiata, 

...  Fluctuata, 
Corcmia  Unidcntaria, 


Cidaria  Russata, 

...  Immanata, 

...  Fulvala, 

...  Pyraliata, 

Eiibolia  Plumbaria, 

Hypena  Pioboscidalis, 

Herminia  Tarsipennalis, 

...  Neinoralis, 

Pyralis  Costalis, 

...  Farinalis, 

Aglossa  Pinguinalis, 

Pyrausta  Punicealis, 

...  Purpuralis, 

Cataclysta  Lemnata, 

Bolys  Verticalis, 

...  Urticala, 

Ebulea  Crocealis, 

Pionea  Forficalis, 

Eudorea  Ambigualis, 

...  Pyralella, 

...  Crala3gella, 

Galleria  Melonella, 

Aphomia  Colonella, 

Crambus  Falsellus, 

...  Hortellus, 

...  Pinilellus. 

Besides  several  Tortrices  and  Tinea;  not 
yet  made  out:  I shall  be  very  glad  to 
give  a list  of  them  wben  I have  dis- 
covered tbeir  names. — R.  M.  Stewart, 
3,  Park  Place,  Torquay,  Devon  ; Aug.  3. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Long-lived  Larvce  of  Carpocapsa  Splen- 
dana. — I have  lately  bad  the  pleasure  of 
setting  a few  (bred)  specimens  of  the 
above  species.  Last  week  I was  curious 
enough  to  open  some  of  the  acorns  1 col- 
lected last  season,  and  in  them  found 
larvte  equally  as  large  and  as  lively  as 
at  the  time  they  were  collected.  Can 
these  be  the  larva;  of  C.  Splcndana  — 
.Iamks  Bryant,  (>3,  Old  Broad  Blreel, 
London,  E.C.  ; August  4. 

Carpocapsa  Juliana. — I have  bred  a 
series  of  this  pretty  species  from  acorns 
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Collected  last  autumn.  The  lawa  is 
dirty  white,  with  numerous  black  and 
red  spots.  They  require  to  he  kept  in  a 
box  well  closed  up,  or  they  will  escape. 
A piece  of  old  bark  is  the  best  to  get 
them  to  form  their  cocoons  in  groups ; 
others  will  persist  in  forming  them  in 
odd  places;  to  wit,  three  managed  to 
make  an  entrance  into  the  cocoon  of 
Megacephala,  made  in  the  corner  of  a 
breeding-box ; all  four  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  due  time. — R.  S.  Edleston, 
Mancheslei' ; August  3. 

Torlrix  Viridana. — Collecting  a large 
number  of  pupae,  made  up  in  the  oak- 
leaves,  a great  number  produced  this 
pest;  about  the  last  that  came  out  was 
the  primrose  variety — a male. — Ibid. 

Diplodoma  Marginepunctella. — In  the 
‘Intelligencer,’  No.  147,  July  23,  1859, 
I gave  ihe  result  of  my  experiment  on 
trying  M.  Fologne’s  discovery,  — “the 
larvae  are  at  times  carnivorous,” — keeping 
the  larvae  in  a glass  jar,  giving  them 
bruised  beetles,  earwigs,  &c.,  for  their 
carnivorous  propensities,  a sprig  of  haw- 
thorn for  their  vegetable  diet ; “ the 
original  contents  of  the  jar  undisturbed  ; 
to  wit,  pieces  of  old  bark  with  lichen, 
decayed  wood  and  a little  mould  from 
the  tree  roots.”  They  continued  to  feed 
till  November,  when,  taking  up  their 
positions,  they  remained  as  fixtures. 
Wheu  spring  returned  I expected  to  see 
them  on  the  move,  but  observing  no 
signs  concluded  they  were  in  the  pupa 
state.  At  the  end  of  June  two  males 
and  two  females  appeared;  in  getting 
them  out  of  the  jar  I was  astonished  to 
see  one  of  the  largest  cases  moving 
about — a fellow  I had  noticed  for  mouths 
attached  to  the  glass  with  his  head 
downwards.  Placing  their  long-kept- 
back  hawthorn  in  the  jar  had  the  efi'ect 
of  soon  starting  on  the  move  several 
cases;  the  larvm  eating  hawthorn  vora- 
ciously it  is  quite  evident  a number  of 
them  intend  living  another  year.  Lately 
I observed  one  of  the  larva  eating  in  the 


abdomen  of  an  old  dried  Noctua,  and 
another  busy  at  work  in  the  thorax  of  a 
dead  Villica;  if  it  adopts  part  of  the 
wing  as  an  adornment  to  the  case,  it  will 
have  a brilliant  effect.  One  fellow  is 
moving  about  with  the  segment  of  an 
earwig’s  body  admirably  fixed  in  the 
middle  of  the  case.  At  the  end  of  June 
and  July  some  twenty  or  thirty  moths 
made  their  appearance ; the  majority 
are  far  larger  than  those  I have  taken 
on  the  wing  — the  effect,  no  doubt,  of 
high  feeding.  In  the  same  jar  1 bred  a 
female  CEcophora  Fuscescens  exceedingly 
large:  how  the  larva  got  there  is  a 
puzzle. — Ibid. 

A new  Culeophora. — On  Wednesday 
last  Mr.  Sayer  brought  to  me  for  inspec- 
tion a fine  series  of  a Coleophoru  allied  to 
Fuscedinella,  but  apparently  quite  dis- 
tinct, On  examining  the  cases  from 
which  these  specimens  had  been  bred, 
I found  they  were  extremely  like  the 
cases  of  a birch-feeding  species  (Enigma 
No.  37),  of  which  I have  lately  bred  a 
single  specimen  ; but  Mr.  Sayer  assured 
me  that  his  cases  were  found  on  elm. 
The  form  of  the  case  will  readily  dis- 
tinguish this  novelty  from  every  other 
named  species:  it  may  be  identical  with 
the  unnamed  birch-feeder,  but  that  is  a 
nice  point,  which  I do  not  at  present 
feel  competent  to  determine.  The  case 
is  something  in  the  style  of  Viminetella, 
and  distinctly  of  two  colours,  hut  it  is 
much  stumpier  and  stouter  than  any 
Viminctella  case  I ever  met  with.  The 
imago  is  longer-winged  than  Fuscedi- 
nella. As  the  best  character  is  furnished 
by  the  case  I would  suggest  the  name  of 
Coleophoru  Bicolorella. — H.T.  Stainton, 
August  4. 

Elachista  Paludum. — I have  lately 
bred  two  specimens  of  this  insect  from 
larva)  sent  to  me  a month  ago  by  Mr. 
Winter,  of  Aldeby.  Mr.  Winter  has  also 
himself  bred  specimens  of  the  same  in- 
sect : hence  its  double-broodedness  is  now 
established. — Ibid. 
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Another  Cosmopteryx  F — Herr  Ernst 
Hofmann  lias  lately  found  a mining  larva 
in  the  leaves  of  Orobus  niger.  The 
leaves  are  much  inflated,  and  assume  an 
appearance  totally  different  from  that 
caused  by  the  larvae  of  C.  Schmidiella  in 
the  leaves  of  Vicia  Sepium : whether  it 
is  truly  a Cosmopteryx  or  should  be  re- 
ferred to  some  other  genus  remains  yet 
to  be  ascertained. — Ibid. 

Gall  Insects. — 1 have  this  year  devoted 
some  time  to  the  study  of  the  gall  in- 
sects, and  have  occasionally  sent  notices 
thereof  to  the  pages  of  your  interesting 
serial,  in  the  hope  of  drawing  attention 
to  these  vegetable  galls.  Many  excres- 
cences are  the  work  of  Dipterous  insects, 
such  as  the  Cecidomyias,  whose  wens 
may  be  noticed  on  the  ground-ivy,  wild 
thyme  and  speedwell,  in  some  instances 
giving  grace  to  the  plants,  in  others  de- 
formity! Another  race  of  flies  (T’cp/m’- 
tidce)  seems  partial  to  the  seed-beads  of 
our  Composite  flowers,  affecting  the 
thistles,  knapweed  and  ragwort.  To  one 
of  these  {Urophora  solstitialis  F)  I would 
direct  attention.  In  May  last  I gathered 
some  seed-heads  of  the  knapweed  {Cen- 
taurea  7iigra),  and  found  therein  a cluster 
of  oblong  galls  tenanted  by  yellowish 
pupae,  with  dark  dots  at  the  posterior  ex- 
tremity. I gathered  a handful  of  these 
galled  heads,  and  put  them  into  a chip- 
box,  duly  labelled.  Here  they  remained 
till  the  end  of  July,  when  I returned 
from  a tour  in  South  Wales.  My  chip- 
box  was  opened,  and  revealed  some  very 
beautiful  gall-flies,  with  barred-dappled 
wings,  gay  as  many  of  the  Tineas  ! The 
Tephritidic  have  beautifully  banded  hy- 
aline wings.  “ Sometimes,”  says  Mac- 
quart,  “ the  bands  are  isolated,  sometimes 
associated  in  pairs.  In  one  species  the 
surface  is  marked  by  a profusion  of  white 
spots ; in  another  the  rays  proceed  from 
a common  centre  in  the  form  of  a star. 
In  a word,  such  is  the  diversity  in  the 
markings  of  this  tribe  that  the  several 
species  that  compose  it  arc  best  charac- 


terized by  the  dappling  of  their  wiugs.” 
— Peter  Ixchbald,  Storthes  Hall,  near 
Huddersfield ; August  3. 


EXCHANGE. 

Erebia  Blandina. — I have  at  present 
a good  number  of  this  insect,  and  shall 
be  very  glad  to  exchange  with  any  one 
who  will  send  me  a list  of  duplicate.*!. 
— R.  Thomson,  Vieichill,  Cawdor,  Naim, 
N.B. 

Exchange.  — I have  some  very  fine 
specimens  of  Melitaa  Artemis,  Salyrus 
Scmele,  Arge  Galathea  and  Acontia  Luc- 
tuosa,  which  I should  be  glad  to  ex- 
change. Among  my  principal  wants  are 
the  following,  as  numbered  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  Stainton’s  ‘ Manual’: — Nos. 4, 
5,  20,  23,  24,  28,  4 1 , 42,  43,  48,  52,  53, 
59,  02,  03,  70,  80  to  80,  88  to  102  (ex- 
cept Trochilium  Tipuliforme),  181,  182. 
— T.  E.  Richardson,  2,  Victoria  Villas, 
Weston-super-Mare  ; August  3. 

Exchange.  — Having  a considerable 
number  of  Sphecia  Bcmbeciformis  in 
line  condition,  to  spare,  I should  like  to 
exchange  with  any  one  willing  to  do  so. 
My  wants  are  loo  numerous  to  specify. 
Applicants  must  write  first,  and  state 
what  they  have  to  sjmre. — Henry 
Stephenson,  95,  Charley  Street,  Bolton ; 
August  3. 

Exchange. — We  have  some  fine  speci- 
mens of  T.  Derasa,  T.  Batis  and  E.  Ful- 
vago  for  exchange.  Please  write  first. — 
William  Lund  and  William  Bennett^ 
Elm  Street,  Wakefield ; .Avgust  0. 

Exchange. — I have  taken  a few  more 
Zeuzera  AEsculi,  and  have  some  to  ex- 
change for  any  of  my  desiderata,  as 
numbered  in  the  Apjiendix  to  the  ‘ Ma- 
nual,’ viz. ; — Nos.  24,  52,  53,  59,  <53,  81, 
90,92, 9(5,100,109,115,117,121,122,131, 
143,  144,  150  to  162,  165  to  157,  1(51, 
175,  183,  187,  19G  to  198,  201, 202,  210, 
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212,  215,  216,  221,  222,  225,  228,230, 
241  lo  243,  246  to  248,  250,  255,  263, 
265,  267,  277,  280,  296,  314,315,319, 
324,  325,  327,  331,  335,  337,  341,  345, 
349,  350,  355,  362,  365,  375,  377,  382, 
385,  387,  389,  391,  399,  404  to  406,  408, 
417,  420,  421,  435,  437,  442,  446  to  450, 
455  to  460,  463,  469,  471,  472, 475, 479, 
482,  489,  493,  Besides  ^sculi,  I have 
duplicates  of  several  other  species  to 
spare.  Noue  but  good  insects  sent 
away,  and  none  but  good  ones  will  be 
acceptable  to  me. — James  Bryant,  80, 
Gopsall  Street,  Hoxton,  London,  N. ; 
August  7. 


A SUBURBAN  GARDEN  AND  ITS 
INHABITANTS. 


A gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  who 
is  the  fortunate  possesser  of  a villa  resi- 
dence, situated  at  Hornsey  Rise,  and  to 
which  is  attached  a delightful  suburban 
garden,  this  morning  called  to  show  me 
some  of  the  entomological  productions  of 
that  charming  locality.  The  specimens 
which  he  had  to  offer  to  my  notice  were 
contained  in  a small  stoppered  bottle;  I 
perceived  at  a glance  that  they  were  ap- 
parently all  of  one  species,  being  small, 
uniform  in  colour,  and  possessing  con- 
siderable saltatorial  powers.  Whilst  I 
was  searching  for  my  pocket-glass  for 
the  purpose  of  a more  minute  examina- 
tion, my  friend  continued,  “ This  morn- 
ing, sir,  my  gardener  called  my  attention 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  covered  with 
them — actually  covered,  sir! — his  arms, 
hands  and  face  were  black  with  them ! 
his  legs  were  black  also ! They  all  ap- 
peared to  occupy  a portion  of  the  garden 
in  which  there  is  a bed  of  raspberries.” 
“Why,  my  dear  sir,”  said  I,  “they 
are  fleas  — apparently  common  fleas!” 


“ Whatever  they  are,”  he  replied,  “ there 
are — not  hundreds — not  thousands — but 
millions,  sir ! ” “Do  you  keep  fowls!” 
I suggested.  “No!”  “Many  cats?” 
“No  cats ! I have  a couple  of  dogs,  and 
they  worry  all  the  cats  that  come  near. 
But  bow  these  millions  of  fleas  came 
into  my  garden,  and  how  to  get  rid  of 
them,  is  what  I want  you,  as  an  ’ex- 
perienced entomologist,  to  tell  me.” 

I was  not  prepared  on  the  instant  to 
do  this,  but  promised  to  investigate  the 
subject,  and  render  all  the  assistance 
I possibly  could.  “ Ah  !”  thought  I,  “ so 
here  is  a gentleman  possessing  all  the 
comforts  of  a charming  villa  residence, 
delightfully  situated  at  Hornsey  Rise, 
deprived  of  the  enjoyment  of  one  of  his 
chief  delights  by  an  invasion  of  fleas. 
‘Come  into  the  garden,  Maud?’  Ah, 
my  friend,  you  must  change  that  refrain 
— you  must  even  forego  that  pleasure! 
Thus  one  calamity  treads  upon  the  heels 
of  another;  and  I cannot  even  suggest 
thee  a remedy.”  On  examining  the  con- 
tents of  the  bottle,  I soon,  with  the  aid 
of  Duges  Monograph,  ascertained  that 
the  insect  was  Pulex  canis.  But  can  it 
be  possible  that,  from  a couple  of  dogs, — 
supposing  the  fleas  to  have  originated 
with  those  kept  by  my  friend, — the  breed 
could  amount  lo  millions  ? and  that  they 
should  have  taken  possession  of  a rasp- 
berry-bed ? If  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
‘ Intelligencer  ’ can  throw  any  light  upon 
the  sudden  appearance  of  such  a mighty 
host,  and  can  suggest  an  efiectual  mode 
whereby  the  pest  may  be  got  rid  of,  they 
will  confer  a real  benefit.  For  my  own 
part,  I confess  I am  puzzled. — Fredk. 
Smith,  British  Museum. 


The  new  Thochilium. — A number 
of  specimens  of  this  insect,  taken  by  Mr. 
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King,  were  exhibited  at  the  Meeting  of 
the  Entomological  Society  of  London  on 
Monday  last,  and  a suggestion  was 
thrown  out  that  the  species  might  be 
Philanlhiforme.  Mr.  King  exhibited 
two  specimens  from  Cornwall,  thus 
showing  that  the  insect  has  a wide  range 
in  the  South-West  of  England.  Probably 
if  the  undercliflFs  were  all  well  searched 
other  novelties  might  be  turned  up. 


Complete  in  Two  Vols.^fcp.  8vo,  cloth, 
price  10s., 

AM.4NUAL  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  Stainton. 

This  work  contains  descriptions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspersed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
times  of  appearance,  he.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

London  : John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


CATALOGUE  of  HEMIPTERA.— 
I have  just  received  a further 
supply  of  the  Stettin  Catalogue  of  the 
Heiniptera  of  the  whole  World,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  forward  copies  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  Is.  2d.  in  postage-stamps. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 
Mountsjield,  Leivisham. 


Now  ready,  price  8d., 

A LIST  OF  LEPIDOPTERA. 

Part  II.  Printed  on  one  side  only 
for  labelling  Cabinets.  Arranged  as  in 
the  ‘Manual  of  British  Butterflies  and 
Moths.’  By  H.  T.  Stainton. 

Van  Voorst,  Paternoster  Row. 


Price  3s.  6d., 

The  WORLD  OF  INSECTS; 

A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
J.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  liondon. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Now  ready,  with  alternate  blank  pages  for 
Memoranda,  price  Is.  Gd.,  cloth  hoards, 
2s. 

The  lepi dopterist’S 

CALENDAR,  giving  the  Time 
of  Appearance  of  the  British  Lepidoptera, 
as  far  as  they  are  known,  in  the  Imago, 
Larva  and  Pupa  states ; with  a classified 
Arrangement  of  the  Larvae-food.  By 
Joseph  Me  ruin. 

The  work  contains  some  useful  Notes 
under  each  Mouth;  and  having,  during 
its  progress  through  the  press,  been  re- 
vised .and  amplified  by  several  of  our 
ablest  Entomologists,  its  accuracy  is 
guaranteed. 

“ At  length  we  have  a complete  Ca- 
lendar of  the  British  Lepidoptera,  pub- 
lished at  the  low  price  of  eighteen-pence. 
On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
volume  will  be  found  very  serviceable  to 
all  that  numerous  class  who  have  not 
already  learned  everything  by  tbeir  own 
experience.” — Entomologist's  Weekly  In- 
telligencer. 

“ In  this  little  work  are  given  not  only 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  to 
catch  our  butterflies  and  moths,  but  we 
have  a dietary  for  the  caterpillar  of  the 
various  species.  This  imparts  an  espe- 
cial  scientific  value  to  the  Lepidopterist’s 
Calendar.” — Literary  Gazette. 

London  : E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire 
Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E.  Sent  free  on 
receipt  of  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  in  postage 
stamps,  by  the  Publisher,  or  the  Author, 
Gloucester. 


Now  published,  price  12s.  Gd.,  the  Fifth 
Volume  of 

THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF 
THE  TINEINA. 

containing 

COLEOPHORA.  Part  II. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Printed  and  published  by  Edward  Nrwmam, 
Primer , of  No. 9,  Devonshire  Street,  lii.shops- 
ttnte  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — Saturday,  August  II,  ISliO. 
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LAWS. 


A coiiRESPONDENT  lately  begged  us  to 
lay  down  the  “Laws  of  Sugaring.’’ 
We  have  always  understood  that  ento- 
mologists were  very  wasp-like,  always 
ready  to  take  offence,  and  always  fully 
charged  with  venom,  and  we  should 
never  have  been  surprised  to  hear  that 
one  entomologist  had  kicked  another 
for  taking  moths  off  his  sugar;  but 
really  when  we  are  asked  to  state 
what  the  Unvs  of  sugaring  are  we  are 
posed.  If  the  good  feeling  of  the 
fraternity  will  not  allow  trees  to  be 
sugared  in  peace  and  quietness,  we 
fear  we  cannot  help  them.  We  have 
consulted  Blackstone,  but  he  is  silent 
on  the  subject  of  sugaring  trees  for 
moths,  and  we  fear  that  unless  a 
special  bill  is  introduced  (and  it  is  too 
late  this  session)  that  the  stigarers  of 
trees  will  find  that  they  are  beyond 
the  protection  of  the  laws. 

Many  of  our  readers  will  stare  to 
hear  that  there  should  be  contention 
on  such  a subject,  but,  unless  we  are 
mistaken,  the  difficulty  arises  thus; — 

Where  trees  are  numerous  and  ento- 


mologists are  not  over  plentiful,  pro- 
bably no  one  would  think  it  a hard- 
ship that  he  who  first  sugared  a tree 
should  have  a right  to  the  moths  on 
that  tree,  (except  those  which  the  bats 
take)  during  the  whole  evening.  We 
believe  that  is  a common  sense  view 
of  the  case.  If  A sugars  a tree,  the 
moths  that  come  to  the  sugar  belong 
to  A,  if  he  can  catch  them,  and  not 
to  B ; but  in  some  parts  of  the  North 
of  England,  near  our  manufacturing 
towns,  trees  are  scarce  and  entomolo- 
gists are  plentiful ; the  first  comer 
sugars  a whole  row  of  trees,  the  only 
ruiv  for  miles,  and  then  all  who  come 
to  that  spot  after  him  on  that  evening 
find  the  trunks  of  the  trees  pre- 
occupied and  already  sugared.  Here 
then  arises  a difficulty:  is  C to  main- 
tain his  right  to  all  the  moths  that 
come  to  his  trees,  and  thereby  debar 
D,  E,  F and  G from  doing  any 
sugaring  that  evening?  or  is  he  to 
abate  somewhat  of  his  rights? 

If  the  trees  are  limited  in  number, 
that  entomologist  is  certaitily  greedy — 
certainly  Barnes-like  — who  takes  pos- 
session of  the  whole  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  entomologists.  “First  come, 
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first  served  ” is  his  motto ; but  be 
would  think  differently  if  he  found 
somebody  there  before  him  some  fine 
evening. 

It’s  all  very  well  to  be  on  the  right 
side  of  the  gate,  and  to  grin  at  those 
on  the  outside ; but,  if  it  ever  comes 
to  our  turn  to  be  on  the  outside,  we 
do  not  like  to  be  grinned  at ! 

Our  advice  to  the  contentious  sugarers 
would  be  that  they  should  cultivate 
more  friendly  feelings  to  one  another, 
and  not  become  selfish,  greedy  and 
covetous;  we  are  sure  they  will  feel 
happier  in  themselves. 


The  Entomolooist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  &c  Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &o.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  (53 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  !<£C.  8(5  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  H cinel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  Sic.  High  Street. 


At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W . Bry den , 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  &c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street. 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G . Morgan,  Bookseller 
cTiid  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All.  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  he  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  . . . 0 (> 

Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a jiage,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
clo.se  stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 
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Change  of  Addiiess. — Until  further 
notice  my  address  will  be  — Richard 
Tvrer,  Nassau  House,  Barnes,  London, 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  E.  B. — The  larva  on  hgwort  is  no 
doubt  CucuUia  Verhasci ; the  little  moth 
is  Chimabacche  Fagella  5 . 

0.  H. — VII.  safely  received;  thanks. 
We  fear  the  Trifolium  miners  are  only 
Bremiella ; larvae  of  Insiynitella  would 
be  very  acceptable. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera. 

Pyralis  Costalis. — I took  a fine  speci- 
men of  this  insect  in  our  garden  last 
Thursday,  and  have  since  seen  anoiber. 
Dasycera  Oliviella  has  been  rather  com- 
mon here  this  season. — Henry  R.  Cox, 
10,  Thurlow  Villas,  West  Dulwich,  S.  ; 
August  11. 

Entomological  Notes  from  Deal,  and 
List  of  Captures. — Another  month  has 
passed  away,  and  no  hot  summer  weather ; 
still  a few  good  things  have  been  taken : 
I send  a list  of  a few  that  have  fallen  to 
my  share. 

Argynnis  Aglaia, 

Prucris  Globularia;, 

Lithosia  Complana, 

...  Pygmaeola, 

Cerigo  Cytherea, 

Miana  Literosa, 

...  Arcuosa, 

Agrotis  Lucernea, 

Hecatera  Dysodea, 

...  Serena, 

Heliothis  Marginuta, 

...  Dipsacea, 

Plusia  Orichalcea, 

Pionea  Margaritalis, 

Spilodes  Slicticalis, 

...  Palealis, 


with  a number  of  Tortrices  and  Tineina. 
Last  night  I was  rewarded  with  a fine 
Mamestra  Abjecta  and  Leueania  Phrag- 
mitidis.  Deilephila  Galii  is  now  coming 
out  in  my  breeding-cage;  the  specimens 
are  splendid.  Of  Eubolia  Lineolaria  I 
have  a few  larvae : any  one  wanting 
them  to  figure,  can  have  specimens  by 
paying  the  postage.  — H.  J.  Harding, 
“ Noah’s  Arlcf  Peter  Street,  Deal. 

Captures  in  the  Fens. — The  following 
are  my  principal  captures  in  the  fens 
during  the  last  month: — 

Lithosia  Muscerda, 

„ Stramineola, 

Nudaria  Senex, 
lodis  Vernaria  (1), 

Hyria  Auroraria  (6), 

Collix  Sparsata  (several), 

Corernia  Quadrifasciaria, 
Phibalapteryx  Lignata, 

Scotosia  Vetularia  (bred  from  larvae 
found  at  Ranworth  on  buckthorn), 
Cidaria  Sagittaria  (3  ; one  bred  from 
a larva  I found  feeding  on  Galium), 
Leueania  Pudorina, 

Nonagria  Despecta, 

Apamea  Ophiograrnma  (4  at  sugar), 
Toxocampa  Pastinum, 

Hypenodes  Costaestrigalis, 

...  Albistrigalis, 

Herminia  Cribralis, 

Botys  Lancealis, 

Elachista  Paludum  (4  bred). 

I have  eggs  of  Zeuzera  JEsculi,  Charaas 
Graminis  and  Geometra  Papilionaria. 
Does  any  one  want  these?  if  so,  I shall 
be  happy  to  distribute  the  ova. — W. 
Winter,  Aldeby,  Beceles. 

Captures  near  Mansfield. — I have  made 
the  following  captures  near  here  this 
season : — 

May  16.  E.  Lucipara.  Bred. 

S.  Uubitaia.  Mothing. 

R).  H.  AbrupUiria.  Do.;  rare. 

A.  Viiidella.  Very  coniinou. 
21.  C.  Spinula.  Coininon. 
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May  30.  S.  Populi.  Bred. 

A.  Euphrosyue. 

T.  Rubi. 

T.  Ta<(es. 

F.  Atomaiia. 

E.  Mi. 

A.  MyrtilH. 

June  6.  H.  Arbiili.  Flying  over  bioom 

D.  Sulphurella. 

9.  A.  Betularia.  At  rest. 

15.  A.  Ulmata. 

C.  Viniila.  At  rest. 

S.  Tiliie.  Bred. 

1.  Laclearia. 

S.  Ocellauis.  Bred. 

22.  A.  Selene. 

P.  S)lvamis. 

25.  A.  Pudibumlu.  At  rest, 
il.  Oleracea.  Bred. 

July  3.  E.  Venosata.  Hare. 

E.  Decolorata. 

11.  C.  Porcellus.  Bred. 

A.  Lonicerre.  Do. 

14.  S.  Illusiraria.  Do. 

P.  ChrysorrlKEa.  Do. 

23.  P.  Iota.  Mottling. 

28.  P.  Penladaetylus. 

30.  A.  Adippe. 

A.  Aglaia. 

P.  Liuea. 

B.  Pcrla. 

I have  still  plenty  of  ova  of  Anlhrocera 
Lonicerte,  should  any  one  still  want  it. — 
Rev.  R.  E.  Bk.vmeld,  St.  John's  Par- 
sonage, Mansfield  ; August  8. 


Not  so  common 
as  usual. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Diplodoma  Marginepunctelln. — I have 
in  my  possession  a larva  of  the  above 
species,  which  I found  at  West  Wickham 
last  May,  and,  since  I have  had  it,  it  has 
eaten  one  Torn ix,  several  common  house- 
flies and  some  few  Micros.  1 have  never 
given  it  any  green  food,  but  kept  it  solely 
on  insects,  which  it  has  greeilily  de- 
voured.— C.  IIeai.v,  71,  yapier  Street, 
Jloxlon,N.;  August  [K 


Talaporia  pseudo-bombgcella. — I have 
also  a larva  of  this  species,  which,  after 
eating  tw'o  house-flies  and  one  male 
T.  pseudo-bombyeeUa,  has  fastened  one 
wing  of  the  deceased  T.  pseudo- bomby- 
cella  to  the  top  of  its  case,  where  it 
stands  bolt  upright,  giving  the  case  a 
very  comical  appearance.  — Inin. 

Geleckia  Sircoinrlla  bred.— Mr.  C.  S. 
Gregson  has  bred  what  appears  to  be 
Gelevhia  Sircomella  from  the  shoots  of 
Ceruslium  vulgatum.  The  only  character 
in  w'hich  it  seems  to  dift'er  from  any  de- 
scription of  G.  Sircomella  is  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  black  spot  on  the  fold,  of 
W’hich  at  inesent  I can  see  no  trace. — 
H.  T.  Stainton;  August  II. 

Slulhmopoda  pedellu. — Some  specimens 
of  this  insect  were  taken  last  week  near 
Frankfort  It  had  not  been  observed 
there  previously. — Inin. 

Depressaria  liipunctosa  bred. — I learn 
from  Prol'essor  Zeller  that  Herr  Lcderer, 
of  Vienna,  has  bred  D.  Bipnnetosa,  but 
1 have  not  yet  heard  what  is  the  food- 
plant.— luin. 

L everna  decolorella  bred.  — Mr. ’riiomas 
Brown,  of  Cambridge,  has  lately  bicd 
this  insect  from  Lglhrum  salicaria.  — 
Ibid. 

Coleophora  AnnulateUa. — Mr.  Gregson 
has  sent  me  a specimen  of  this  insect,  as 
having  been  bicd  from  the  curious  cases 
found  amongst  grass  by  the  side  ol  a 
haystack  last  October,  noticed  as  Enigma 
No.  78.  There  is  something  very  enig- 
matical about  the  proceedings  ol  these 
larviE. — 1 Bin. 

Coleophora  Melilolella.-— One  specimen 
of  this  insect  has  been  bred  by  II err 
Muhlig,  of  Frankfort,  from  the  larva;  he 
collected  last  August — twelve  months  of 
expectation. — liun. 

Coleophora  ardetrpenuella ,Scoit. — I col- 
lected cases  of  this  species  plentifully  in 
Dulwich  Wood,  and  at  the  time  con- 
sidered they  would  produce  a new  spe- 
cies. Mr.  Scott  afterwards  told  me  that 
he  had  found  similar  cases,  and  I sec  by 
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the  ‘Intelligencer’  that  he  considers  the 
“case”  proved.  The  case  is  very  like 
that  of  liipeunella^  but  does  not  sit 
prostrate  on  the  leaf,  as  in  that  spe- 
cies. — R.  M‘Laculan,  Forest  Hill; 
AwjusL  10. 

Coleophora  Bicolorella. — Mr.  Elealy 
found  the  larva  of  this  species  feeding  on 
nut  in  the  month  of  August,  last  year, 
but  was  nut  suct'essful  in  rearing  any 
specimens. — H.  T.  Staintox;  Auy.  13. 

Coleophora  Bicolorella.  — Mr.  Sayer 
writes  to  say  that  it  was  an  alder  tree, 
not  ail  elm  tree,  from  which  he  obtained 
the  lar'ffi  ol' this  insect. — Ibid. 

Nemolois  Cupriacellus.  — At  the  last 
jMeeting  of  the  Entomological  Society 
of-  London  Mr.  Milford  e.vhibiled  some 
males  of  this  species ; they  were  taken 
along  with,  and  some  of  them  in  copuld 
with,  the  veiiiable  female  Cupriacellus. 
They  ajipear  extremely  similar  to  N.  mi- 
nimellus,  and  I should  have  been  sadly 
puzzled  to  have  had  to  separate  them 
Irom  that  species.  The  female  deposits 
her  eggs  iu  the  flowers  of  the  scabious. — 
Ibid. 

Elachisla  Magnificella.  — When  Mr. 
Scott  was  in  Soutli  Wales,  at  the  end  of 
June,  he  found  a larva  mining  iu  the 
leaves  of  Luzula ; this  proves  to  be 
E.  Magnificella,  thus  giving  us  a new 
locality  for  that  pretty  little  species. — 
Ibid. 

Enigma  No.79. — It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  October  last  Herr  Schmid  found 
a small  Lepidopterous  larva  mining  the 
leaves  of  Lijsimachia  vulgaris  (Yellow 
Loose-strife).  I have  not  heard  that 
anything  has  yet  been  reared  from  these 
larvae,  but  possibly  it  may  be  double- 
brooded,  and  if  so  a summer  brood  of  the 
larva)  may  now  be  feeding.  Lysimachia 
vulgaris  is  not  a rare  plant  with  us,  and 
is  widely  distributed,  frequenting  "the 
sides  of  rivers  and  pools.  Sowerby  says, 
“ An  elegant  ornament  of  watery  shady 
places  and  the  reedy  banks  of  rivers,  but 
not  extremely  common.”  The  two  other 


species  of  Lysimachia  {Nummularia  and 
nemorum)  may  both  be  worthy  of  atten- 
tion . — Ibid. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange. — I have  several  specimens 
of  the  under-mentioned  species: — 

Zcuzera  iEsculi, 

Porihesia  Chiysorrhoea, 

Stilpnotia  Salicis, 

Bryophila  Perla, 

which  I should  be  glad  to  exchange  for 
any  of  the  following,  as  numbered  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  ‘ Manual’:  — 1,  4,  5,  19, 
20,  21,  24,  38,  41,  42  to  46,  50,  52,  55, 
59,  65,  68,  69,  71, 86,  89,  90  to  102,  106, 
109,  116,  119,  121  to  123,126  to  128, 
133,  134,  140,  142,  153  to  159,  170,  178, 
180,  191  to  196,  203,  and  most  of  the 
Noctua)  not  common  everywhere. — W. 
Slater,  4,  Sussex  Place,  Victoria  Park 
Road,  Hackney,  N.E.;  August  11. 

Exchange. — Having  been  fortunate  in 
taking  a number  of  larviB  of  Deilephila 
Euphorbice,  I will  be  glad  to  exchange 
them,  as  well  as  a few  images  of  the 
same.  I have  also  a series  of  well-set 
specimens  of — 

Colias  Edusa, 

...  Hyale, 

Melitaia  Cinxia, 

Theda  Quercus, 

Acherontia  Atropos, 

Sphinx  Convolvuli,  &c. 

Amongst  my  numerous  desiderata  are 
the  following; — 

Anthocharis  Cardamines  ( ^ & ? ), 
Apatura  Iris  ( ^ & ? ), 

Clnerocampa  Elpenor, 

...  Porcellus, 

...  Celerio, 

...  Nerii, 

Deilephila  Galii, 

...  Livoniica, 
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Gastropacha  Ilicifolia, 

...  Quercifolia, 

Endromis  Versicoloia  {$  Sc  2)j 
Saturnia  Carpini,  &c. 

— John  Piquet,  12,  York  Street,  Jersey ; 
August  7. 


ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  SPIDERS 
AND  THEIR  WEBS  IN  COAL-PITS. 
BY  R.  H.  MEADE,  F.R.C.S. 

(From  the  ‘Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural 
History'  for  July,  1800. 


Extensive  masses  or  layers  of  web-like 
tissue  have  often  been  noticed  in  some 
of  the  northern  collieries,  and  they  have 
generally  been  considered  as  the  myce- 
lium of  a Fungus;  in  fact,  some  years 
back,  a filamentous  cottony  substance, 
obtained  in  some  of  the  Durham  coal- 
pits, was  submitted  by  Mr.  Hunt  (of  the 
Loudon  Mining  Record  Olfice)  to  the 
examination  of  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley, 
and  pronounced  by  him  to  be  fungous 
matter. 

On  the  7th  of  F ebrnary  last  T received 
a small  spider  from  Mr.  Stainton,  the 
learned  editor  of  the  ‘ Entomologist’s 
Annual,’  accompanied  by  a note  stating 
that  it  had  been  sent  to  him,  to  be  named, 
by  a correspondent  who  gave  the  follow- 
ing account  of  it: — “It  is  the  insect 
which  spins  those  enormous  and  compact 
sheets  of  web  in  all  our  northern  col- 
lieries; and  I feel  interested  in  it,  for  I 
believe  that  some  eminent  naturalists 
have  contended  that  these  webs  were  not 
the  production  of  a spider,  but  Fungi.” 
The  spider  was  a minute  species  of  Ne- 
riene,  not  quite  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in 
length,  which  had  become  dry  and 
shrivelled,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
determine  its  specific  name.  J wrote 
word  to  that  cll’cct  to  Mr.  Staiuton,  and 


also  said  that  it  seemed  highly  im- 
probable that  such  a small  spider  could 
construct  large  masses  of  web,  even 
if  the  structures  in  question  were  really 
the  production  of  spiders  at  all,  which  I 
doubted;  but  which  question,  I added, 
might  easily  be  settled  by  examining 
some  of  them  with  the  microscope. 

On  the  16th  of  February  I received 
another  communication  on  this  subject, 
from  Mr.  David  P.  Morison,  of  Pelton 
Colliery,  Chester-le-Street,  Durham  (the 
gentleman  who  had  written  to  Mr.  Stain- 
ton).  He  enclosed  in  a letter  a living 
specimen  of  the  same  spider  which  I had 
received  before,  and  also  a small  portion 
of  web  wound  round  a piece  of  wood.  In 
his  letter  i\Ir.  Morison  said,  “Mr.  Stain- 
ton  was  so  kind  as  to  forward  your  letter 
to  me  for  perusal ; and  I see  that  you 
doubt  that  these  enormous  webs  are  the 
production  of  these  little  creatures.  If 
they  are  Fungi,  how  can  the  following 
facts  be  accounted  for? — 1.  On  passing, 
last  night,  through  the  portion  of  our 
under-ground  workings  in  which  these 
webs  abound,  I observed  that  tbe  gaps  I 
had  made  in  the  webs  on  my  last  visit  to 
that  quarter  were  being  spun  over  again  ; 
and  on  one  of  them  I counted  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-four  little  spiders  busily 
engaged  in  mending  the  rent.  2.  In 
these  webs,  on  closer  inspection  through 
a small  pocket  magnifier,  I discovered  a 
few  wings,  &c.,  of  a small  Midge  (at 
least  I imagine  them  to  be  so),  sur- 
rounded by  several  coats  of  web.”  ^Ir. 
Morison  added  that  tbe  webs  clung  with 
great  tenacity  to  the  face  and  hands  of 
any  one  passing  through  them  ; and  also 
that-  they  could  be  wound  round  a piece 
of  wood,  which  he  did  not  think  the  fila- 
mentous tissues  of  a Fungus  could  be. 

On  examining  the  small  specimen  of 
tissue  sent  to  me  I at  once  saw  that  it 
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was  genuine  spiders’  web,  which  had 
become  blackened  with  coal-dust;  and 
on  looking  at  it  through  a microscope,  I 
found  adhering  to  it  numerous  scales 
I'rom  the  wings  of  moths  (apparently  be- 
longing to  the  family  of  the  Tineidte), 
and  also  fragments  of  the  legs  and  bodies 
of  the  same  insects.  The  spider  enclosed 
with  the  web  I determined,  on  careful 
examination,  to  be  an  adult  male  of 
Neriene  errans,  a small  species  of  a pale 
brown  colour,  described  by  Mr.  Black- 
wall  (Linn.  Trans,  vol.  xviii.  p.  643), 
which  had  hitherto  been  found  only 
among  grass,  and  on  rails,  in  North 
Wales  and  in  the  South  of  Lancashire. 
Apparently  from  its  living  in  a subter- 
ranean abode  its  colour  was  more  dusky 
than  that  of  the  ordinary  terrestrial  spe- 
cies, which  made  me  suspect  at  first  that 
it  might  be  a new,  though  a nearly  allied, 
species;  but  several  more  mature  indi- 
viduals, both  male  and  female,  having 
been  sent  to  me,  at  my  request,  by  Mr. 
Morison,  all  doubts  as  to  their  identity 
with  Neriene  errans  was  removed,  both 
from  my  own  mind  and  from  that  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Blackvvall,  to  whom  I sub- 
mitted them. 

The  portion  of  web  which  I received 
was  so  small  that  I thought  it  possible 
that  masses  of  filamentous  fungous  matter- 
might  also  exist  in  the  mines ; so  I re- 
quested the  favour  of  a larger  specimen 
for  examination.  Mr.  Morison  promptly 
acceded  to  my  wish,  and  sent  me  a mass 
of  similarly  blackened  tissue,  which  also 
I found  to  be  genuine  cobweb.  Mr. 
Morison  likewise  forwarded  (through  Mr. 
Read,  of  the  Pellon  Colliery)  another 
portion  to  Mr.  Hunt,  of  the  Mining  Re- 
cord Office,  who  submitted  it  to  Mr. 
Berkeley  for  his  opinion,  which  fully 
coincided  with  my  own. 

Mr.  Morison  says,  in  one  of  his  letters 


to  me,  that  when  the  webs  are  spun  in 
damp  places,  they  appear,  like  everything 
else  there,  to  be  dotted  all  over  with  a 
kind  of  mould;  and  he  thinks  that  this, 
having  been  examined  casually,  might 
have  led  to  the  supposition  that  the  webs 
themselves  were  fungous  growths. 

The  mine  in  which  these  spiders  and 
their  webs  were  found  is  called  the 
Pellon  Colliery.  The  seam  of  coal  (part 
of  the  “Hutton  Seam”)  averages  4 feet 
6 inches  in  thickness,  and  is  320  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground ; about 
seventy-five  horses  and  ponies  are  em- 
ployed in  the  mine;  and  Mr.  Morison 
suggests  that  the  insects  upon  which  the 
spiders  live  are  conveyed  down  with  the 
fodder  for  the  horses.  He  also  tells  me 
that  “ the  spiders  themselves  are  to  be 
found  in  the  waste,  or  parts  of  the  pit  not 
actually  at  work ; and  the  webs  are 
generally  spun  in  galleries  through  which 
little  or  no  air  passes.  The  spiders  seem 
to  be  quite  gregarious,  as  whenever  a 
rent  has  been  made  in  any  of  these  pro- 
ductions, they  may  be  counted  by  scores 
together  (so  our  wastemen  tell  me)  re- 
pairing the  damage.  They  seem  to  be, 
in  spite  of  their  dark  existence,  very  sus- 
ceptible to  light,  and  the  appearance  of 
a lamp  produces  no  small  commotion 
. amongst  them.” 

It  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  fact 
that  a minute  spider,  ordinarily  living  in 
the  open  fields,  should  find  its  way  to 
such  a depth  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  and  multiply  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  be  able  to  construct,  by  the  united 
labours  of  hundreds,  immense  sheets  of 
web,  stretching  through  all  the  deserted 
subterranean  galleries.  It  seems  that 
this  little  creature,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  shifted  its  abode,  must  also  have 
acquired  new  instincts,  becoming  social 
and  gregarious  in  its  habits,  and  thus 
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departing  from  the  manners  of  most  of 
the  spider  irilte,  which  are  usually  solitary, 
except  when  quite  young.  It  may  be 
said  that  numerous  and  large  spiders’ 
webs  are  often  met  with  in  other  dark 
luider-ground  places  besides  coal-pits  (as 
cellars,  caves,  &c.);  but  these  are  always 
constructed  by  larger  species,  each  indi- 
vidual living  separately,  and  having  its 
own  web  ; the  spiders  forming  them  may 
also  mostly  be  referred  to  the  genus 
Tegermria,  to  which  our  common  house- 
spider  belongs. 

Bradford,  May  30,  18(10. 


Entomology  in  America. — We  have 
received  from  Dr.  Clemens,  of  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  a box  eontaining  thirty- 
six  species  of  North-.Ainerican  Micro- 
Lcpidopiera.  Among  these  are  several 
of  considerable  interest,  as  may  be  readily 
imagined. 
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THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


A NEW  Guide  to  the  Isle  of  Wight 
lias  lately  been  published  by  Mr.  Stan- 
ford. In  it  are  some  valuable  notes 
on  different  branches  of  Natural 
H istory. 

Thirty-four  pages,  from  the  pen  of 
our  esteemed  correspondent,  Mr.  A.  G. 
More,  are  devoted  to  the  flowering 
plants  of  the  Island.  We  have  the 
4!ea-side  plants,  the  plants  of  the  north 
Tertiary  district,  the’  chalk  'plants,  the 
plants  of  the  Greensand  Valley  (in- 
cluding the  heath  plants),  and  the 
plants  of  the  undercliff.  What  a boon 
such  a work  as  this  must  be  to  any 
Micro-Lepidopteiist  who  chances  to 
visit  the  Island  ! The  special  localities 
for  all  the  plants  which  are  at  all 
local  are  here  carefully  pointed  out. 

Entomology  occupies  twenty  pages 
of  the  little  work  before  us,  of  which 
six  on  Coleoptera  are  contributed  by 
Mr.  Guyon ; two  on  Hymenoptera  by 
Mr.  Frederick  Smith;  and  twelve  on 
Lepidoptera  are  by  Mr.  A.  G.  More, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Bond  and  Dr.  Wallace. 
The  Butterflies  and  Sphinges  only  are 


given  in  detail;  “for  the  remaining 
insects  of  the  Lepidoptera  it  has  been 
thought  that  a single  list,  containing 
the  names  of  all  that  have  been  cap- 
tured in  the  Isle  of  Wight  will  prove 
the  most  useful  to  collectors.  Any 
mention  of  special  localities  would  oc- 
cupy too  much  space,  and  would 
besides  be  as  likely  to  mislead  as  not, 
so  little  being  known  of  the  distribution 
of  the  less  conspicuous  families,  and 
the  following  catalogue  being  founded 
upon  the  exploration  of  three  distant 
localities,  all  situated  upon  the  coast.” 
We  think  there  has  been  some  over- 
sight here;  the  observations  made  at 
three  distant  localities  should  have 
been  collated,  and  the  reader  should 
have  been  informed  which  species  are 
common  to  all  three,  and  which  are 
peculiar  to  any  one.  If  the  whole  list 
of  species  enumerated  be  common  to 
all  the  three  distant  localities  the  fact 
does  not  appear  to  be  stated. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  all  ento- 
mologists  who  visit  the  Isle  of  Wight 
will  find  this  new  Guide  a pleasant 
and  profitable  companion.  We  have 
long  meditated  a descent  upon  the 
Island,  and  in  perusing  these  pages  we 
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were  so  strongly  impelled  in  that  direc- 
tion that  nothing  but  the  recollection 
of  the  continuous  wet  weather,  which 
we  deemed  would  prevent  us  seeing 
the  Island  to  advantage,  stopped  us 
from  acting  on  the  impulse  of  the 
moment. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holbom;  H.  J.  Harding,  I York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgale. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  Ike.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

AtKingston-on-Thames,of  W.Bryden, 
Bookseller,  &c.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  ^c. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 


At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham, of  H.  Carr, Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  W orcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvendors  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Statnton,  Mounlsjield, 
Leti)is/iam,near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anontjmous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
beading  of  “ Exchange.” 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  O. — No.  186  of  the  ‘ lutelligciicer’ 
is  not  “ out  of  print.” 
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Erratum. — In  last  week’s  ‘Intelli- 
gencer,’ p.  156,  line  34,  omit  the  Rev, 
prefixed  to  R.  E.  Brameld,  it  having 
been  added  in  error  by  the  compositor. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoetera. 

Doings  in,  North  Britain. — It  was  not 
until  the  end  of  May  that  the  weather 
warranted  an  expedition.  The  east 
winds  this  year  lingered  later  than  ever 
at  Edinburgh.  On  the  18th  of  May  I 
visited  Druinshorling  Wood,  in  Linlith- 
gowshire,— a noble  wood,  which  would 
well  reward  any  one  who  would  work  it 
thoroughly, — and  found  Eupithecia  in- 
digata  resting  on  the  boles  of  the  Scotch 
firs.  Geometrous  larvae  were  plentiful. 

June  16.  Peutlands.  Eupithecia  hel- 
veticaria  (in  good  condition),  Anchylopera 
unguicella  and  Melanippe  Iristata  : larvae 
of  Eupithecia  sobrinala  abundant  on 
juniper, ‘together  with  a few  of  Thera 
coniferata. 

June  19.  Dalmeny  Park.  Fidonia 
piniaria  abundant ; also  Thera  variata 
and  Dicrorampha  plutnbagana. 

June  26.  Peutlands.  Eupithecia  saty- 
rata  and  nanala  common  amongst  the 
heather;  Melanippe  Iristata  abundant; 
Mixodia  Schulziana,  A.  unguicella,  E. 
pygmccata. 

J uly  2.  Arthur’s  Seat.  Polyommalus 
Artaxerxes,  Sericoris  cespitana  and  Pem- 
pelia  dilutella. 

July  5.  Arthur’s  Seat.  Aplecta  ad- 
vena,  Agrotis  corticea  and  Mamestra 
furva,  at  sugar. 

July  9.  Druinshorling  Wood.  Neme- 
ophila  Plantaginis  (common),  Anarta 
Myrlilli,  Ellopia  fasciaria,  Maearia 
liturata,  Anlithesia  prwlongana  and  Ar- 
gyrolepia  Cnicana. 

July  12.  Arthur’s  Seat.  Miana  arcuosa, 
Orthotcenia  anliquana,  P.  dilutella ; at 
sugar  A.  corticea  and  M.  farm  both 


abundant.  M.  furva  is  a most  restless 
species  at  sugar  and  difficult  to  box. 
Miana  fas ciuncula  and  Hadena  adusta. 

July  17.  Musselborough  Race-course. 
Orambus  dumetellus  and  contaminellus ; 
both  common,  but  the  latter  rather 
worn. 

July  26.  Pentlands.  Larentia  ccesiata, 
Emmelesia  ericetaria  (this  pretty  little  spe- 
cies was  most  abundant,  and  commenced 
flying  freely  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon). 

July  29.  Pentlands.  C.  minutaria, 
E.  ericetaria  and  Tortrix  viburnana  ; the 
latter  extremely  abundant. 

August  2 — 6.  Oban,  Cidaria  Popu- 
lata  (common),  E.  ericetaria  (abundant), 
Larentia  olivaria  (almost  a pest  through- 
out the  Highlands),  and  Stilbia  anomala. 

August  8.  Glencoe.  S',  anomala  and 
L.  olivaria. 

August  11.  Killiecrankie.  Erebia 
Blandina  (flying  freely,  during  a Scotch 
mist,  about  the  tops  of  the  hazel-bushes) 
and  Cramhus  falsellus. 

Glen  Tilt.  Aplecta  herbida,  flying  in 
the  day  time,  but  in  worn  condition. 
— Murray  A.  Mathew,  Raleigh,  near 
Barnstaple  ; August  20. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Larva  of  Acidaiia  Imitaria. — I learn 
from  the  ‘Manual’  that  the  larva  of 
Timandra — or  rather  Acidaiia — Imitaria 
was  unknown  when  that  work  was 
written.  In  the  course  of  last  June 
I found  upon  broom  a singular  blackish 
gray  Geonietra  larva,  very  long  and  very 
slender,  quite  thread-like,  with  white 
marks  down  the  back.  It  refused  to  eat 
broom,  so  I off'ered  it  a variety  of  plants, 
and  at  last  it  took  to  Rumex  acetosella, 
upon  which  it  fed  till  it  spun  its  case 
and  became  a yellowish  brown  pupa. 
Yesterday  it  emerged  a fine  female 
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Acidalia  Imilaria.  — Rev.  H.  Burney, 
Warendon  Rectory,  Woburn,  Beds ; 
August  15. 

Larva  of  Pyralis  Glaucinalis. — As  the 
larva  of  P.  Glaucinalis  is  one  of  the 
“ unknown,”  it  may  be  interesting  to  the 
readers  of  the  ‘Intelligencer’  to  learn 
that  I have  succeeded  in  breeding  it  in 
the  canes  of  the  raspberry,  where  it  fed 
on  the  pith.  'The  colour  is  a shining 
dull  brown. — E.  Tearle,  Gainsbotough. 

Bucculatrix  maritima. — The  larvas  of 
this  species  are  still  feeding — I have  not 
observed  a single  cocoon ; last  year, 
nearly  three  weeks  earlier,  the  cocoons 
were  very  plentiful  and  the  larva  scarce. 
When  the  larva  ceases  to  mine  it  very 
frequently  gnaws  a round  hole  on  the 
under  side  of  the  fleshy  leaf  of  the  Aster 
Tri-polium,  somewhat  in  the  style  of  the 
operations  of  llalticae. — H.  T.  Staixton, 
Bideford : August  17. 

Coleophora  Conspicuella. — A specimen 
of  this  insect  and  one  of  C.  Vibicella 
have  just  made  their  appearance  in  my 
breeding-cage.— C.  Heai.y,  74,  ISapier 
Street,  iloxton,  N. 

Gall-gnats  (Cecidomyias).  — In  the 
spring  I gave  some  particulars  relative 
to  one  of  the  gall-gnats  that  I hatched 
somewhat  plentifully  from  those  rose- 
like tufts  so  apparent  during  the  winter 
nionths  on  the  willow.  I have  recently 
succeeded  in  hatching  another  of  the 
Cecidomyiar  that  forms  a nidus  for  its 
offspring  on  one  of  the  Milfoils  {Achillea 
Ptarmica),  and,  unlike  many  of  the  race, 
it  emerges  from  its  pupahood  in  the 
autumn.  The  galls  produced  by  the 
parent  fly  are  far  from  unsightly.  It 
would  seem  to  pierce  the  summits  of  the 
plant,  which  in  consequence  become 
siunted,  and  instead  of  producing  their 
tufts  of  flowers,  transform  themselves 
into  woolly  galls  of  a pinkish  colour.  I 
am  unable  to  ascertain,  from  the  scanty 
s))eci(ic  characters  given  by  Meigen,  to 
which  of  the  Cecidornyia)  I am  to  refer 
the  insect  in  question.  It  1ms  the  aspect 


of  C.  producta.  It  is  a pretty  little  fly, 
with  the  abdomen  reddish  brown  and  the 
wings  velvety  and  longitudinally  nerved, 
as  is  the  case  with  all  these  gall-flies. 
The  ovipositor  is  telescopically  formed, 
and  consequently  much  exserted.  The 
CecidomyiiE  would  seem  to  affect  many 
of  onr  native  plants,  which  they  adorn  or 
disfigure  as  the  case  may  be.  We  have 
them  on  the  willow,  ground-ivy,  speed- 
well (F.  Chamcedrys),  mullein,  Lychnis, 
pine,  juniper,  barberry,  Aristolochia, 
Lotus,  Carex,  thistle,  gooseberry  and 
various  other  j)lants.  One  of  them  is 
well  known  in  America  as  the  Hessian 
fly,  which  commits  at  times  such  terrible 
ravages  on  the  cereal  crops. — Peter 
Inchbald,  Storthes  Hall,  near  Hudders- 
field ; August  17. 


EXCHANGE. 

Selenia  Jllustraria. — Having  eggs  of 
this  species,  which  will  produce  the  fine 
S])ring  brood,  I shall  be  glad  to  exchange 
them  for  ova  or  larva)  of  other  species. 
My  wants  are  numerous. — Colonel 
Stkw'art,  jBWou  Villa,  Redland,  Bristol ; 
August  14. 

Asilus  Crabroniformis. — I have  a few 
duplicates  of  this  magnificent  fly,  and 
shall  be  happy  to  forward  specimens  to 
any  Di|)terist  on  receipt  of  a box  with 
return  postage.— W.  F.  Kirbv,  St.  Peter's 
House,  Brighton  ; August  14. 

Duplicates. — The  whole  of  the  speci- 
mens 1 offered  in  No.  *200  arc  now 
disposed  of,  so  that  no  more  applica- 
tions need  be  sent. — Baokn  11.  Powell, 
7,  Grove  Hill,  Tunbridge  Wells  ; Aug.  15. 

Exchange. — I have  the  following  du- 
plicates, as  numbered  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  ‘ Jlanual  — 1,  7.S,  18tl,  204,  205, 
2HI,  373,  418,  505,  623,  to  exchange  for 
4,  20,  23,  24,  25,  34,  35,  38,  42,  43,  46, 
52,  5.3,  55,  58,  50,  tl3.  .Applicants  h:id 
belter  write  first,  and  mention  what  they 
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have  to  offer. — Chables  Koberts,  Elm 
Street,  Wakefield;  August  19. 

Exchange. — Having  bred  a beautiful 
series  of  Pyralis  Glaucinalis,  I shall  be 
glad  to  receive  offers  in  exchange  fur 
them.  I have  also  a goodly  number  of 
the  following:  — 

Tepbrosia  Crepuscularia, 

Melamhia  Albicillata, 

Adela  Degeerella. 

— Edwin  Tkarle,  Gainsborough. 


A STRANGE  PREDICAMENT. 


A SINGULAR  confusion  prevails  as  to 
some  of  the  species  of  the  genus  Buccu- 
latrix — viz.  those  which  feed  on  Gnaph- 
atiuin  and  Artemisia.  As  we  understand 
those  species,  we  should  have  said  that  a 
whitish  Bucculatrix  feeds  on  Gnaphalium 
arenarium,  making  an  un ribbed  cocoon, 
and  a white  Bucculatrix  feeds  on  Arte- 
misia cainpestris,  making  a ribbed  co- 
coon; but  in  No.  8 of  Dr.  Herrich- 
Schaffer’s  ‘ Correspondenzblalt,’  we  read 
as  follows : — “ The  name  Artemisiella 
belongs  to  Wocke’s  grey  species,  whereas 
the  name  Gnaphaliella  is  to  be  retained 
for  the  white  species,  although  it  is  not 
yet  ascertaiued  whether  it  also  feeds  on 
Gnaphalium,  since  near  Ratisbon  it  has 
only  been  reared  from  Artemisia  cam- 
pestris,  and  in  the  collection  of  Fischer  von 
Roslerstamm  we  read,  ‘ Flying  around 
Gnaph.  arenarium,  on  which  plant  the 
pupa  was  also  found.’” 

Whether  there  are  in  truth  three  spe- 
( cies,  or  whether  there  are  only  ttvo,  and 
I that,  in  that  case.  Dr.  Herrich-8chaffer 
lhas  reversed  the  names,  calling  the 
^ Gnaphalium-ieeder  Artemisiella,  and  the 
Artemisia-iccdex  {as  we  know  he  does) 
{Gnaphaliella  is  a matter  for  further  in- 
vestigation. W’ill  those  who  have  the 


opportunity  of  observing  the  habits  of 
these  insects  kindly  throw  what  light 
they  can  on  the  subject? 


TOOTING  FOR  INSECTS. 


Wanted,  somebody  or  other  to  repair 
the  watering-pot  of  Aquarius,  damaged 
through  the  carelessness  of  one  of  the 
workmen  employed  to  repair  the  Zodiac, 
some  little  lime  ago.  Drawings  and 
other  details,  with  a running  commentary 
attached,  to  be  seen  at  the  prize-ring 
head  office,  where  the  Board  of  Directors 
— twelve  iti  number — are  constantly  in 
their  places  to  afford  every  assistance  to 
such  as  intend  tendering. 

No  doubt  many  a one  asks.  How  can 
this  be  called  “ tooting  for  insects”?  or, 
what  has  it  to  do  with  insects  at  all? 
I answer,  Everything ; for  at  present,  in- 
stead of  wandering  about,  as  we  ought 
to  be,  trying  to  keep  the  “ too,  too  solid 
flesh”  from  melting,  we  are  obliged  to 
go  about  as  if  it  were  November — top- 
coats, mufflers,  goloshes  and  umbrellas 
being  the  adornments.  Let  any  reason- 
able man  try  and  box  a Nepticula, — say, 
just  level  with  the  crown  of  his  hat, — 
and  hold  an  umbrella  meanwhile,  and 
then  apply  my  watering-pot  theory,  and 
see  if  repairs  are  not  needful.  Why, 
yesterday  only,  there  is  no  knowing  what 
Douglas  and  I might  have  taken — be- 
sides cold — bad  it  been  fine : as  it  was 
we  only  met  with — 

Eryx  niger, 

Epuraea  10-guttata, 

Trichius  variabilis  and  its  larva, 

A Staph,  not  determined  yet, 

A lot  of — 

Laverna  Stephensi, 

Gelechia  nigra, 

...  nanclla. 
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CEcophora  luuaris,  just  emerging 
from  the  chrysalis, 

Ephestia  semirufa, 

and  a few  bugs. — John  Scott,  13,  Tor- 
rington  Villas,  Lee,  S.E. 


THE  WEATHER  AND  THE  CROPS 
(of  insects). 


“ Apres  nous  le  deluge"  was  the  doctrine 
inculcated  by  those  who  thought  this  the 
best  of  all  possible  worlds  as  long  as  they 
had  a part  in  it,  and  they  had  some  op- 
portunity for  their  antics;  but  even  they 
will  now  be  obliged  to  confess  that  the 
weather  might  be  better,  and  that  no 
cause  can  be  shown  why  posterity  should 
be  cheated  of  its  portion  of  rain,  which, 
on  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid  prophets, 
we  should  all  be  quite  willing  to  believe 
was  its  due.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
profusion  of  wet  that  has  come  upon  us 
is  consequent  upon  the  reiterated  remarks 
of  the  meteorological  sky-gazers,  that  for 
the  last  three  years  there  has  been  a de- 
ficient supply,  and  that  ever  so  many 
inches  of  rain  were  due  to  us,  and  so 
Aquarius,  tired  of  hearing  this  constant 
grumble,  has  allowed  the  Gemini  to  take 
the  plug  out  of  his  reservoir,  and,  like  the 
Spanish  Government,  has  resolved,  out 
of  spite,  to  pay  the  debt  all  at  once. 
But  whatever  fun  this  may  be  to  “ those 
heavenly  boys,”  as  an  orthodox  reverend 
has  called  the  zodiacal  twins,  it  is  no 
joke  for  us  to  be  always  under  a 
cloud. 

Kept  in  a state  of  pereistent  moisture, 
we  have  been  driven  to  speculations  on 
the  fashionable  subject  of  “ selection  of 
species,”  and  considerations  whether 
those  individuals  among  hexapod.s  and 
bipeds  tbal  show  the  greatest  capability 
of  adaptation  to  the  existing  state  of 


things,  by  becoming  amphibious,  might 
have  the  best  chance  of  surviving.  In- 
sect-hunters generally  have  grown  despe- 
rate under  the  infliction,  for  almost  the 
only  employment  left  for  them  is,  after 
clothing  themselves  in  waterproof,  to 
saunter  by  the  side  of  palings  or  to 
examine  the  trunks  of  trees.  There 
moths  and  beetles  have  been  driven  for 
their  only  refuge,  and,  though  late  in  the 
year,  many  may  still  be  found  in  such 
situations ; indeed  I think  that  the  want 
of  heat  has  retarded  the  appearance  of 
many  insects,  as  many  species  that  first 
appeared  six  weeks  ago,  are  still  coming 
out.  For  instance,  there  is  (Ecophora 
lunaris,  which  I first  saw  early  in  July, 
and  yesterday  there  were  individuals  just 
out  of  chrysalis,  trying  to  dry  their  wings. 
If  I mistake  not  the  indications,  we  shall 
know  the  larva  of  this  beauty  next  year. 
J^'or  the  last  fortnight  the  moths  have 
swarmed  on  every  paling ; in  fact,  they 
were  the  commonest  species,  as  well  as 
the  prettiest.  The  outstretched  position 
of  their  fore  legs  is  very  peculiar  among 
the  Tineina;  it  is  just  that  of  the 
CerurcB. 

QScophora  unitella  is  now  rarely  seen  ; 
the  attitude  of  the  fore  legs  is  the  same 
as  in  (E.  lunaris.  CE.  pseudo-spretella  and 
(E . fuscescens  are  occasionally  visible,  as 
is  their  wont. 

Gelechia  leucatella  is  common  enough, 
though  long  past  its  usual  time,  and  in- 
deed the  coats  of  many  individuals  arc 
now  much  worn,  reminding  one,  in  their 
tarnished  lustre^  of  the  old  livery  of  a 
decayed  serving-mau. 

Gelechia  fugilivella  was,  as  usual,  very 
common  in  chinks  and  crannies  of  the 
oak-palings  under  elm-trees,  whence  they 
surveyed  the  world,  always  with  an  eye 
to  the  main  chance  of  escape,  which  they 
evidently  considered  to  be  the  whole 
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duty  of  moths ; and  now,  although  their 
numbers  are  less,  the  remnant  are  siill 
as  wary  and  practised  in  shuffling  arts 
as  any  of  their  race  ever  were. 

Gelechia  vulgella  still  enters  an  ap- 
pearance on  the  boards,  although  two 
months  after  date,  and  affects  as  great  a 
show  of  respectability  as  his  limited 
means  allow;  but  the  extremities  of  his 
clothing  show  signs  of  hard  wear,  and 
I fear  the  end  of  his  engagement  is  at 
hand. 

Gelechia  nanatella  and  G.  albiceps,  the 
Caesar  and  Pompey  of  the  genus,  have 
abounded ; the  former  still  exists  quite 
fresh,  but  the  latter  has  disappeared. 
G.  senectella  has  occurred  once,  and,  if 
I mistake  not,  I have  to-night  taken 
G.  maculiferella. 

One  or  two  species  of  Argyreslhia 
assume  as  usual  a posture  of  abasement, 
hiding  their  diminished  heads  and  ap- 
parently doing  their  best  to  stand  on 
them,  giving  one  the  impression  that  in 
another  minute  they  will  turn  a sum- 
merset, but  I confess  I never  saw  one 
do  it. 

Of  the  ColeophorcF,  nigricella  and  badi- 
ella  as  usual  abound,  looking,  as  they  sit 
with  their  anlenntE  porrected,  as  stiff  as 
if  they  were  sculptured.  A week  since  I 
found  C.  Hemerobiella,  the  first  time  I 
ever  saw  it  alive : the  larva  is  reputed  to 
feed  on  pear  trees,  and  as  there  are  some 
of  these  within  the  fence,  though  at 
some  distance,  the  moths  probably  came 
thence. 

A stray  Tortrix  or  two  and  an  occa- 
sional Nepticula,  shining  like  a speck  of 
metal,  are  the  chief  species  of  Lepi- 
doptera  that  I have  been  able  to  see  for 
the  last  few  weeks.  How  the  crop  of 
little  moths  has  fared  in  open  ground  it 
needs  no  conjuror  to  tell,  and  if  they 
should  be  scarce  next  year  we  must 


remember  what  the  deities  were  that 
presided  over  the  nuptial  rites  in  1860. 
Probably  we  may  be  comforted  when  the 
rainy  cycle  is  full,  by  learning  that  during 
a certain  time  only  the  average  depth  of 
rain  has  fallen,  and  that  during  that 
period  the  average  number  of  moths 
may  have  existed.  Much  good  may 
this  delusive  doctrine  do  to  those  who 
began  to  collect  when  the  windows  of 
heaven  were  opened  ; truly  it  has  rained 
quails  for  them. — J.  W.  Douglas,  Lee ; 
August  20. 


SILENE  NUTANS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — In  the  paper  read  by  you  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  British  Association,  “ On 
some  peculiar  forms  amongst  Micro- 
Lepidopterous  Larvae,”  you  made  men- 
tion of  one  {Coleop/iora  leucapennella) 
which  feeds  in  the  capsules  of  Silene 
nutans.  Should  any  lover  of  Micro- 
Lepidoptera  visit  Llandudno  during  the. 
autumn  I should  recommend  him  to 
examine  well  the  seed-heads  of  this  local 
plant.  It  abounds  on  the  upper  ledges 
of  the  limestone  rock  that  overhangs  the 
town,  and  may  be  readily  recognised  by 
the  drooping  habit  of  its  branches.  The 
flowers  are  white,  most  expanded  and 
sweetest  in  the  evening.  It  is  chiefly 
found  on  limestone  and  chalky  places, 
as  at  Llandudno  and  the  cliffs  at  Dover, 
where  it  flourishes  in  great  perfection. 
The  calyx,  so  ventricose  in  S.  injlala,  is 
only  slightly  swollen  in  nutans ! It 
was  not  in  full  fruit  when  I was  at 
Llandudno  in  the  summer  months,  so 
that  I am  unable  to  describe  the  capsule 
so  fully  as  I could  wish ; still  the  cap- 
sule in  nutans  will  be  found  longer  than 
in  injlata. 
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I have  been  thus  explicit  in  the  hope 
of  renderin|r  the  plant  more  readily 
known  to  those  who  have  given  little 
attention  to  Botany.  The  day  must 
come  when  Botany  will  be  studied  in 
connection  with  the  insect-world,  since  it 
is  found  so  essential  to  the  right  study  of 
Entomology  to  know  at  a glance  the 
food-plants  of  the  various  tribes  of  insect- 
life. 

Petek  Inchbald. 

Slorthes  Hall,  near  Huddersfield  ; 

August  15,  18<)0. 


Descriptions  of  Nepticul/e. — In 
the  August  number  of  the  ‘ Correspon- 
denzblatt,’  Dr.  Herrich  Schaffer  has  de- 
scribed— 

Nepticula  Tonneutillella, 

...  Ariella, 

...  Agrimoniella, 

...  Helianthemella, 

...  Bhamniella. 

We  hope  next  week  to  be  able  to  give 
some  of  these  descriptions.  N.  Tormen- 
tillella  !s  a widely-distributed  species,  as 
we  have  found  it  at  West  Wickham,  at 
Bideford  and  at  Dunkeld. 


For  sal e.— a cabinet 

of  24  Drawers,  16  inches  by  14 
inches,  inside  all  corked,  containing  a 
Collection  of  British  Lepidopteka  of 
nearly  2000  Specimens,  comprising  up- 
wards of  800  Species,  mostly  well  set  and 
in  fine  condition. 

For  sale. — A new  and  revised  edi- 
tion of  Wood  and  Westwood’s  ‘ INDEX 
ENTOMOLOGICUS,’  bound  with  the 
Supplement,  consisting  of  upwards  of 
2000  Coloured  Figures;  also  FOUR 
VOLUMES  of  the  ‘ N A T URAL 
HISTORY  of  the  TINEINA.’ 

Particulars  on  application,  enclosing 
Stamp  for  reply,  to  care  of  Jonathan 
Oroe,  5,  East  Street,  Dailiuglon. 


The  ENTOMOLOGIST’S 
ANNUAL  for  1 855,  Second 
Edition,  price  2s.  6d.,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing information  on  Collecting  and 
Preserving  Lepidoftera  by  H.  T. 
Stainton  ; — 

1.  How  to  collect  Lepidoptera. 

2.  How  to  rear  Lepidoptera  from  the 
pupa  or  larva  state. 

3.  How  to  kill  Lepidoptera. 

4.  How  to  pin  Lepidoptera. 

5.  How  to  set  Lepidoptera. 

6.  How  to  arrange  Lepidoptera  in  the 
Collection. 

It  also  contains  Notf.s  on  the  Col- 
lecting and  Preserving  Coleoptera, 
by  T.  Vernon  Wollaston; — 

1.  Suggestions  where  Coleoptera  should 
he  looked  for. 

2.  The  apparatus  necessary  for  the  col- 
lector of  Coleoptera, 

3.  The  mode  of  preparing  the  specimens 
when  caught. 

From  it  containing  this  information,  this 
little  volume  is  of  great  value  to  all  be- 
ginners, and  some  may  he  incited  to 
greater  ardour  in  the  pursuit  by  reading 
the  “ Address  to  Young  Entomologists  at 
Eton,  Harrow,  Winchester,  Rugby,  and 
at  all  other  Schools.” 

London:  Van  Voorst,  1,  Paternoster 

Row. 


Now  published,  price  12s.  Gd.,  the  Fifth 
Volume  of 

THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF 
THE  TINEINA. 
containing 

COLEOPUORA.  Part  II. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


I’rintca  and  publi«lipd  by  EnwAHn  Newman, 
I’rimrr , of  No.H,  HevoniihireStrrel,  Hisliops- 
pnto  Withoul,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — SutnrdHy,  August  aS,  1800. 


THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S 

WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER. 

No.  204.]  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1860  [Price  Id. 


THE  COLD  SUMMEE. 

After  two  unusually  hot  summers, 
which  led  to  the  capture  of  numerous 
South-European  insects  on  our  coast, 
we  have  this  year  been  favoured  with 
a season  of  a totally  different  kind ; 
and  what  has  been  the  result.?  A 
great  dearth  of  insects  of  all  kinds, 
even  of  wasps  and  house-flies.  We 
know  that  insects  are  not  generally 
very  plentiful  during  the  winter,  and 
consequently  in  a summer  which  simu- 
lates winter,  only  that  it  is  hardly  as 
sunny,  what  could  have  been  expected 
but  a great  scarcity  of  insects? 

The  mass  of  insects  which  should 
have  appeared  in  the  year  1860  will 
no  doubt  now  be  quiescent  in  the  egg, 
larva  or  pupa  states,  to  gladden  our 
eyes  in  the  summers  of  1861  or  1862. 
The  captures  which  should  have  been 
made  are  not  lost  altogether, — they 
are  only  delayed, — there  is  some  con- 
solation in  that! 

At  the  last  Meeting  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London,  Mr.  West- 
wood  read  a paper  by  Dr.  Yerloren,  of 
Utrecht,  on  the  periods  of  appearance 
of  Sphinx  Liguslri  in  the  perfect  stale. 


A great  number  of  observations  had 
been  made  on  these  insects  by  Dr.  Ver- 
loren  during  a series  of  years,  and  the 
details,  when  collected  and  condensed 
into  a statistical  form,  gave  some  very 
curious  results.  For  instance,  it  was 
found  that  a large  per-centage  of  this 
insect  passed  two  winters  in  the  pupa 
state,  and  of  those  thus  endowed  with 
unusual  longevity  about  two-thirds  were 
females.  Further,  it  appeared  that,  in 
some  years,  hardly  any  individuals  took 
the  two  years  to  come  to  perfection, 
and,  as  far  as  the  table  went,  this 
appeared  to  be  the  case  in  the  alternate 
years. 

That  Eriogaster  Laneslris  remained 
in  the  pupa  state  one  or  more  years 
has  long  been  a well-known  fact,  and 
that  occasionally  Sphinx  Ligustri  was 
liable  to  the  same  arbitrary  prolonga- 
tion of  life  has  been  known  to  most 
of  those  who  have  bred  the  insect  on 
an  exten.sive  scale ; but  within  the  last 
ten  years  we  have  known  breeders  of 
considerable  experience  express  their 
surprise  that  a Evpithecia  should  pass 
two  winters  in  the  pupa  state. 

The  remarks  of  Professor  Yerloren, 
the  observations  of  others  which  have 
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reached  us  from  lime  to  time,  and  the 
more  recently  ascertained  longevity  of 
Coleophora  larvae,  have  convinced  us 
that  the  fact  of  insects  lying  dormant 
over  two  winters  in  the  larva  or  pupa 
state  is  a law  of  their  natures,  far 
more  general  than  it  has  hitherto  been 
deemed. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligence n may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgaie,  and  of 
W.  Kent  <Sc  Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckelt,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder  ’ Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Boiidgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W .Bryden, 
Bookseller,  Ikc.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  <Nc. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  (Sec.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  ol' John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 


At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller* 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  H.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G.  Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  the  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Statnton,  Mountsfield, 
Lev)isham,near  London,  S.E . No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Mr.  Stainton  will  be  “at  home” 
on  Wednesday  next,  September  5th,  at 
6 U.M.,  as  usual. 


Change  of  Auuuess. — Having  left 
147,  James  Street,  my  address  is  now — 
C.  G.  Barrett,  30,  Parkyate  Street, 
Dublin  ; Auyust  27. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

IX.  Best  thanks  for  the  interesting 
Scabioselliis,  The  Medicago  larva  ap- 
pears to  be  a Tortrix,  from  its  habit; 
Lundana  feeds  similarly  in  united  leaves 
of  Lathyrus. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidopteba. 

Deilephila  Galii.~  On  the  16lh  of 
August,  1859, 1 found  a nearly  full-grown 
larva  of  this  species  feeding  on  Galium 
verum,  on  the  downs  at  Amesbury,  Wilts. 
On  the  same  day  a letter  appeared  in  the 
‘Times’  announcing  the  capture  of  a 
specimen  of  the  moth  at  Eastbourne. 
Subsequently,  by  dint  of  a daily  search 
over  a very  large  area,  I succeeded  in 
procuring  three  other  larvae  of  difl'erent 
ages.  I lavished  the  greatest  care  on 
their  “ broughtens  up,”  but  malgre  mes 
soins,  only  two  completed  their  meta- 
morphosis. On  the  first  of  August,  this 
year,  I was  delighted  to  find  that  a 
beautiful  male  specimen  of  the  moth  had 
hatched  from  one  chrysalis;  the  other 
still  remains  in  the  earth,  but  shows 
evident  signs  of  vitality:  from  its  con- 
tour I am  led  to  believe  that  its  imaso 
will  prove  to  be  a female ; if  so  I may  con- 
sider myself  somewhat  fortunate.  I may 
add,  for  the  encouragement  of  other  seek- 
ers, that  my  larvae  were  widely  separated 
from  each  other  when  I found  them,  and 
that  they  were  captured  at  difl’erent  dates, 
viz.  on  the  16th,  i7th,  18th  and  29th  of 
August. — Robert  Batho,  53,  Bath  St., 
Si.  Helier,  Jersey ; August  24. 

Deilephila  Euphorbiie. — This  month  I 
have  taken  several  larvae  of  this  species, 
all  feeding  on  Euphorbia  Paralias.  A 
brother  collector  in  this  town  has  cap- 
tured a number  on  E.  Portlandica.  Some 
of  my  specimens  differ  in  colour  from  the 


others ; so  much  so  that  I am  in  hopes 
the  difference  may  be  specific.  Should 
this  prove  the  case  1 will  describe  the 
variety  in  a future  number. — Ibid. 

Diantheevice  and  Eupithecice. — Having 
several  times  visited  a few  batches  of 
Silene  injlata,  I have  succeeded  in  taking 
twenty  larvae  of  D.  Carpophaga,  about 
thirty  of  D.  Cucubali,  and  a great  num- 
ber of  E.  Venosata. — James  Batty,  133, 
South  Street,  Park,  Sheffield  ; Aug.  20. 

Hepialus  Sylvinus  and  Apamea  Con- 
nexa.  — These  are  rather  common  this 
season. — Ibid. 

Spilodes  palealis It  may  interest  some 

of  your  readers  to  hear  of  a fresh  locality 
for  this  insect.  I have  taken  two  here 
this  season : one  at  rest  on  the  flowers  of 
Centaurea  nigra,  the  other  flying  round  a 
corn-field  ; both  in  good  condition. — 
Rev.  J.  Image,  13,  Wellington  Villas, 
Brighton;  August  23. 

Crambus  Pinelellus.  — I took  a fine 
specimen  of  this  insect  at  Wanstead,  on 
the  17th  inst. — W.  Took,  23,  Murray 
Street,  Hoxton,  N. ; August  24. 

Peronece  at  West  Wickham. — On  the 
13th  instant  I had  the  pleasure  of  cap- 
turing a fine  specimen  of  P.  Cristana, 
also  two  of  Spadiceana,  and  whilst  looking 
for  more  I was  turned  out  by  the  old 
enemy,  a keeper.  This  is  the  second 
year  I have  taken  Peronece  in  Surrey ; 
last  year  I found  them  at  Coombe  Hurst, 
and  I have  no  doubt  if  the  whitethorn  is 
well  beaten  in  the  woods  low  down  in 
Surrey,  it  will  partly  repay  the  loss  we 
shall  soon  have  at  Greenhill,  in  Essex. — 
S.  F.  Cowan,  2,  Goldsmith  Grove,  Hack- 
ney Road ; August  20. 

Singular,  considering  the  Season  ! — I 
have  to  announce  an  important  capture 
— that  of  the  Cleopatra  variety  of  Go- 
nepteryx  Rhamni.  It  was  taken  by  my 
uncle,  John  Fullerton,  Esq.,  in  his 
grounds  at  Thrybergh  Park,  near  Rotlier- 
ljam,on  June  27th,  in  this  year.  The 
fore  wings  are  much  more  suffused  with 
orange  than  those  of  the  specimen  which 
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Mr.  Curtis  figured  could  have  been, 
and  the  specimen  resembles  exactly  the 
Italian  specimen  of  Cleopatra  in  Mr, 
Hopes  collection.  I shall  hope  to  ex- 
hibit it  at  some  future  Meeting  of  the 
London  Entomological  Society, — Rtv. 
H.  Adair  Pickard,  Christ  Church,  Ox- 
ford; August  27. 

Captures  at  Taunton. — The  following 
IS  the  result  of  one  evening’s  captures  last 
week,  and  the  best  I have  had  through 
this  worst-ol-all  seasons  that  1 ever  ex- 
perienced, as  respects  the  amount  of  wet. 
I wish  the  monks  had  never  attempted 
to  remove  their  old  St.  Swithin,  if  be  be 
the  cause  of  so  niucli  rain.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a list  of  the  Micros  captured, 
with  ths  exception  of  one  which  at  pre- 
sent I am  unable  to  determine: — 

Tinea  arcella  (10). 

Hyponomeuta  ])lumbellus  (1). 

Depressaria  Alstroemeriana  (1). 

Gelechia  tricolorella  (2). 

...  inaculiferella  (II). 

Ceiostoma  xylostclla  (1). 

Qicophora  lunaris  (1).  The  largest  I 
have  ever  seen,  measuring  7 lines  ! [Is 
it  not  Lambdella 

Chelaria  Hubnerella  (1). 

Gracillaria  Syringaria  (li). 

Lithocolletis  sylvella  (2). 

...  spinicolella  (2). 

...  Alnifoliella  (1). 

— Edward  Parfitt,  Taunton; 

August  20. 

Captures  at  Herne  Bay. — We  send  you 
the  following  account  of  a few  insects  we 
have  been  able  to  capture  during  a short 
stay  at  Herne  Bay  : — 

P.  Cratajgi  (2). 

A.  Galathea.  Common. 

H.  Hyperanthus.  Do. 

C.  Cardui  (I). 

A.  Paphia  (2). 

A.  Selene  (I). 

P.  Linea.  (.lominon. 

S.  .'\lveolus  (I). 

]’.  Comma  (II). 

11.  Armigeia  (2), 


M.  Miuiala  (6). 

S.  Palealis  (32). 

The  last-mentioned  species  is  very  com- 
mon on  the  East  Cliff,  where  there  is  a 
profusion  of  Peucedanum  and  Daucus 
Carota;  the  wet  weather,  however,  pre- 
vented our  making  more  than  two  visits 
to  this  locality. — E.  D.  Ik  A.  G.  Butler, 
2(5,  Brompton  Squai'e,  South  Kensington  ; 
August  25, 

Recent  Doings. — -I  am  now  breeding 
Some  fine  specimens  of  Colcophora  con- 
spicuella,  from  larva;  taken  in  Headley 
Lane  last  June;  some  of  the  larvae, 
not  half-fed,  are  crawling  about  in  the 
breeding-cage  at  the  present  time.  I am 
also  now  breeding  some  Theda  Betulce. 
On  the  coast  I have  been  taking  L.  Pyg- 
uueola,  S.  CaUdeuca  and  S.  Palealis. — 
T.  Eedle,  y,  Maidstone  Place,  Hackney 
Road ; August  26. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Acidalia  Inornata. — I have  again  cap- 
tured one  or  two  of  the  above  species ; 
I have  also  a batch  of  ova,  and  intend 
trying  again  to  breed  it,  as  1 did  not 
succeed  with  that  I had  in  July,  1859, 
but  a friend  of  mine  was  more  fortunate  ; 
SO  that  I am  happy  to  say  that  I can 
give  a full  description  of  the  larva  when 
full  fed,  viz. ; — Larva  rigid  rugose;  body 
rich  dark  chocolate-brown,  intersectional 
bands  greyish,  with  a light  spot  in  the 
centre;  head  slightly  bifid,  with  two 
raised  white  spots  at  the  back,  dorsal  and 
subdorsal  lines  light  and  distinct  on  the 
four  first  segments,  interrupted  to  the 
ninth ; dorsal  lozenges  on  the  middle 
segments  indicated  by  a dark  outline, 
half  of  the  last  lozenge  and  hinder  seg- 
ments light  brown,  with  a broad  dark 
line  running  down  the  centre  ; belly  grey. 
This  larva  hybernates,  and  will  feed  on 
Polygonum  avicularc,  P.  llydropipcr, 
Galium  Ccraslium,  arvense,  Ike. — Jameb 
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Batty,  133,  South  Street,  Park,  Shef- 
field ; August  20. 

Pgralis  Glaucinalis. — In  this  week’s 
‘ Intelligencer,’  Mr.  Tearle  says  the  larvae 
feed  in  the  raspberry-stems,  eating  the 
pith.  With  us  they  adopt  a different 
system,  more  in  accordance  with  the 
habits  of  the  group.  During  the  last 
few  years  the  moths  have  commonly  been 
beaten  out  of  the  thatch  of  an  old  hut 
naar  Carrington  Moss:  the  thatch  is 
composed  of  heather  and  straw,  both  far 
decayed.  In  this  the  larvae  feed ; when 
full  fed  some  descend  to  the  turf  below, 
others  remaiu  in  the  thatch.  They  spiu 
a beautiful  white  silk  cocoon,  open  at  the 
head  part,  in  form  a compressed  oval. 
The  moths  vary  exceedingly  in  colour. — 
11.  S.  Edlkston,  Manchester ; Aug.  24. 

Unknown  Larvce, — I have  the  following 
larvae  feeding,  all  of  which  are  “ Larvae 
unknown”  in  the  ‘Manual,’  I shall  be 
happy  to  send  specimens  for  description 
when  full  grown  : — 

Aciilalia  rustica.  On  elm. 

...  imitaria.  On  Galium. 

...  inornata.  On  willow. 

Larentia  Miaria.  On  Galium. 

Cnephasia  Cinctana.  On  broom. 

— D.  T.  Button,  2,  Heaton  Place,  Peck- 
ham  Rye  ; August  20. 

The  Glow-worm  (Lampyris  Noctiluca). 
— When  I was  at  Llandudno,  this  sum- 
liner,  I bad  frequent  opportunities  of  ob- 
serving the  glow-worm,  and  I have 
pleasure  in  sending  you  a few  remarks 
for  the  information  of  those  of  your 
ireaders  who  may  not  be  acquainted 
■ with  this  luminous  insect.  It  is  classed 
by  Stephens,  in  his ‘Manual  of  British 
IBeetles,’  among  the  Malacodermata. 
IThe  male  is  winged,  the  female  wingless. 
Both  sexes  are  furnished  with  light.  In 
;the  male  the  light  is  confined  to  two 
-small  spots  at  the  tip  of  the  abdomen. 
IThis  light  is  generally  veiled  ; but,  in 
uhe  summer,  when  his  mate  kindles  her 
'.torch  of  love,  the  two  luminous  spots  are 
listinclly  visible.  In  colour  and  general 


aspect  the  male  glow-worm  bears  some 
resemblance  to  the  click-beetle  [Agriotes 
linealus).  The  elytra  are  marked  with 
three  elevated  lines,  and  the  thorax  is 
produced  in  front  so  as  completely  to 
conceal  the  head.  The  eyes  are  black, 
very  large  and  prominent.  The  female, 
as  I said,  is  perfectly  wingless;  and, 
were  it  not  for  the  thorax  that  shields 
the  head  and  the  raised  dorsal  line,  it 
would  give  the  idea  of  an  attenuated 
woodlouse.  The  beautiful  phosphoric 
light  proceeds  from  the  under-sides  of 
the  last  three  rings  of  the  abdomen,  and 
is  contained  in  two  bags  immediately 
beneath  the  rings.  The  creature  has  the 
power  of  varying  at  will  the  intensity  and 
diffusion  of  its  light.  Glow-worms  feed 
in  the  larva  state  on  snails,  pursuing 
them  even  into  their  shells,  and  ap- 
parently indifferent  to  the  mucous  secre- 
tion with  which  the  snail  clothes  itself  in 
its  own  defence.  The  larva  is  said  to  have 
also  the  luminous  property  in  a slight 
degree.  — Peter  Inchbald,  Storthes 
Hallf  near  Huddersfield  ; August  18. 


EXCHANGE. 


Erehia  Blandina.  — I have  a good 
number  of  this  insect,  and  shall  be  very 
glad  to  exchange  with  any  one  who  will 
send  me  a list  of  duplicates. — W.  Lang, 
John  Street,  Hamilton,  N.B. ; Aug.  26. 

Hydrcecia  Petasitis. — Having  had  the 
luck  to  capture  seventy  or  eighty  speci- 
mens of  this  in.sect  in  pupa,  I shall  be 
glad  to  exchange  with  any  one  who  will 
send  me  a list  of  duplicates. — Edwin 
Miller,  28,  Buck  Granges  Road,  Man- 
chester; August  22. 

Overwhelmed  with  Applications. — My 
larvce  and  eggs  are  all  gone.  Time  will 
not  permit  me  to  answer  all  the  numerous 
letters  ; therefore  I hope  all  those  not 
answered  will  excuse  me,  and  take  this 
as  an  answer.  — VV.  Winter,  Aldeby, 
near  Becclcs ; August  26. 
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Exchange. — I have  duplicates  of  the 
following : — 

Thyatira  Batis, 

...  Oerasa, 

Mamestra  Albiculon, 

Euperia  fulvago, 

Apamea  Comiexa, 

Triphaena  Fimbria, 

Xplophusia  Scolopaciiia, 

Aplecta  Nebulosa, 

which  I should  be  glad  to  exchange  for 
any  of  my  desiderata,  numbered  as  iu 
ihe  Appendix  to  the  ‘ Manual,’ — 42,  43, 
52,  63,  91,  92,  any  Trochilium  except 
Tipuliforme,  111,  113,  128,  157,  188, 
192,  194,  2f)9,  367,  399,  404,  447,  470, 
515,  516,  524,  549,  640,  694.  Mine  are 
all  good  insects,  and  I expect  good  ones 
in  return.  Coirespoudents  will  please 
notice  the  weight  of  their  boxes  before 
posting  them. — G.  Lumb,  Kirkgate, 
Wakefield. 

Exchange. — I have  been  fortunate  in 
taking  a few  specimens  of  P.  Arlaxerxes 
and  G.  Populeti.  My  wants  are  nume- 
rous.— W.  D.  Patkbson,  Fernfield  llt>use, 
Bridge  of  Allan  ; August  21. 

List  of  my  Duplicates. — According  to 
Doubleday’s  last  list : — 

Leucophasia  Sinapis  (9) 

Argynnis  Paphia  (5) 

...  Selene  (7) 

Arge  Galathea  (7) 

Satyrus  ^Egeria  (5) 

...  Semele  (4) 

Theda  Quercus  (5) 

Lyc®na  Alsus  (8) 

Syrichthus  Alveolus  (4) 

Hesperia  Linea  (2) 

Sphinx  Ligustri  (1) 

Procris  Statices,  small  (4) 

...  Globnlariae  (4) 

Lithosia  Mesomelia  (2) 

...  Aureola  (3) 

Orgyia  Pudibunda  (I) 

Endromis  Versicolora  (7) 

Epione  Advenaria  (5) 

Venilia  Maculata  (5) 

Nyssia  Zonaria  (1) 


Ephyra  Omicronaria  (9) 
Asthena  Luteata  (11) 

...  Candidata  (2) 

...  Sylvata  (2) 

...  Blomeraria  (5)  -f 
Timandra  Amataria  (2) 

Minoa  Euphorbiala  (8) 
Abraxas  Ulmata  (5) 
Anisopleryx  jEscularia  (I) 
Oporabia  Dilutata  (4) 

Larentia  Olivata  (4) 
Eupithecia  Centaureata  (3) 

...  Plumbeolala  (4) 

...  Rectangulata  (4) 

Melanthia  Albicillata  (2) 

...  Procellata  (2) 
Eubolia  Cervinaria  (3) 

...  Bipunctaria  (2) 
Bryophila  Glandifera  (2) 
Miana  Literosa  (2) 

Hypena  Rostralis  (12) 

Rivuia  Sericealis  (4) 

Plerminia  Grisealis  (4) 
Pyrausta  Ostrinalis  (3) 

Botys  Hyalinalis  (1) 

Ebulea  Crocealis  (3) 

Pionea  Stramenlalis  (8) 
Scopula  Alpinalis  (1) 

...  Ferrugalis  (2) 
Crambus  Chrysonuchellus  (2) 
Phycis  Roborella  (3) 
Rodophaea  Consoeiella  (6) 

...  Tumidella  (15) 
Tortrix  Sorbiaiia  (3)  ' 

...  Viburnana  (2) 
Leptogramma  Scabrana  (10) 
Teras  Caudana  (7) 

Penthiria  Ocbrolencana  (2) 
Cnephasia  Museulana  (2) 
Sciapbila  Sinuana  (2) 
Phoxopteryx  Myrtillana  (1) 
Pocdisca  Solandriana  (4) 
Ephippiphora  Sculnlana  (3) 
Oliiidiu  Ulmana  (4) 

Coccyx  Nanana  (4) 
Stigmonota  Perlepidana  (3) 

...  Rediinilana  (5)  ' 

Dicrorampha  Scqnana  (3) 

...  Pctivcrana  (2) 
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Catoptria  Hypericana  (3) 

Xylopoda  Pariana, 

Cochylis  Inopiana  (2)-- , 

Micropteryx  Seppella  (4) 

...  Thunbergella  (2) 
Depressaria  Alsnceineriella  (2) 

...  Octdlella  (2) 

...  Chserophyllivorella  (1) 

...  Heracliella  (4) 

Gelechia  Luculella  (2) 

...  Aleella  (2) 

Harpella  Geoffrella  (3) 

Tiriagma  Stauneella  (5) 

Argyresthia  Nitidella  (2) 

...  Andereggiella  (2) 

...  Brockeella  (3) 

Graciliaria  Stiginatella  (3) 

Coleophova  Vibicella  (3) 

Pterophorus  Galactodaciylus  (14).  vf  , 
Old  correspondents  are  invited  to  write 
first.  — Rev.  E.  Horton,  Wick,  Wor- 
cester ; August  24. 


LONGEVITY  OF  LARVAE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  eorroborate  your 
remarks  upon  the  singular  longevity 


of  the  genus  Coleophora  in  the  larva 
stale. 

In  the  course  of  last  autumn  I col- 
lected a large  quantity  of  the  larvas  of 
several  of  the  common  kinds,  viz. ; — 

Coleophora  solitariella, 

...  albitarsella, 

...  Gryphipennella, 

...  Alcyonipennella, 

...  Argentula, 

...  Caespititiella, 

to  which  I added,  during  the  months  of 
May  and  J une,  in  the  present  year, — 

Coleophora  Troglodytella, 

...  Limosipennella, 

...  Badiipennella, 

...  Palliatella, 

...  Currueipennella, 

...  saturatella, 

...  lineolea, 

...  lutipennella, 

...  fuscedinella. 

All  these  have  been  very  carefully 
bred  in  open,  exposed  glass  cylinders, 
and  the  following  is  at  present  the 
result : — 


Of  Coleophora  solitariella  . . . 

...  albitarsella  . . 

...  Gryphipennella  . 

...  Alcyonipennella  . 

...  Argentula  . . . 

...  Caespititiella  . . 

Troglodytella  . . 

...  Limosipennella  . 

...  Badiipennella 

...  Palliatella  . . . 

...  Currueipennella  . 

...  saturatella  . . . 

...  lineolea  .... 

...  lutipennella  . . . 

...  fuscedinella  . . . 


Images. 

have  emerged  4 from  scores  of  larvae. 

...  3 ...  do. 

...  1 ...  do. 

...  0 ...  14  larvae. 

...  0 ...  10  larvje. 

...  0 ...  scores  of  larvae. 

...  0 ...  many  larvae. 

...  4 ...  12  larvae. 

...  8 ...  12  larvae. 

...  0 ...  several  larvae. 

...  0 ...  do. 

...  1 ...  12  larvae. 

...  4 ...  dozens  of  larvae. 

...  0 ...  several  larvae. 

...  0 ...  do. 


This  is  a very  discouraging  result,  as 
Uhe  breeding  of  these  little  creatures 
takes  up  a good  deal  of  time  and  gives 
considerable  trouble;  still  I take  com- 
iJbrt  from  your  leader,  and  shall  cer- 


tainl 

larvae 


not  throw  away  my  Coleophora 


Rev.  H.  Bdrney. 
Wavendon  Rectory, 

Woburn,  Beds ; August  15. 
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NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
T I N E I N A. 


We  called  attention,  some  months  since, 
to  the  recent  progress  of  the  genus 
Nepticula,  and  we  now  beg  to  lay  before 
our  readers  some  observations  by  Dr. 
Herrich-Schaffer  on  the  same  subject. 

“In  the  ‘Linnaea’  of  1857  Frey  de- 
scribes fifty-eight  species;  to  these  must 
be  added  eight  new  species  in  Stainton’s 
‘ Manual,’  which  have  been  described  in 
the  different  volumes  of  the  ‘Annual.’ 
Frey  was  only  unacquainted  with  twelve 
out  of  his  fifty-eight  species,  and  eight 
of  these  are  known  to  me,  whilst  I only 
know  three  of  Stainton’s  eight  new  spe- 
cies. 

“ Frey’s  species  which  are  unknown  to 
me  are  Aceris,  Aucuparice,  Lonicerarum 
and  Mespilicola.  Stainton’s  species  with 
which  I am  unacquainted  are  Pomella, 
Atricollis,  Continuella,  Luteella  and  Cas- 
tanella. 

“ If  we  accept  as  good  the  nine  species 
of  Frey  and  Stainton  which  are  unknown 
to  me,  we  have  then  seventy-four  species 
in  the  genus  Nepticula. 

“ But  as  of  the  above-mentioned  spe- 
cies there  are  four  of  Frey’s  and  five  of 
Stainton’s  unknown  to  me,  there  remains 
certainly  sixty-five  species,  and  I suspect 
that  amongst  Gratiosella  and  Acetosa 
one  or  two  species  are  still  mixed ; and 
I believe  I may  venture  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing novelties : — 

“ 1.  Tormentillella,  H.-S.  Larva  in  the 
leaves  of  Tormentilla  erecta,  amongst 
young  fir-trees.  Imago  in  the  same 
localities,  at  tl>e  end  of  May,  rather 
plentiful.  Tuft  of  the  head  black,  olive- 
brown  at  the  sides ; anterior  wings 
metallic  olive-green  to  the  middle,  then 
with  an  olive-brown  fascia  as  broad  as 
the  vertical  silvery  fascia,  which  is  tinged 
with  steel-blue,  and  placed  at  two-thirds 
of  the  wing  ; the  apex  is  olive-brown,  not 
sharply  defined  from  the  dark  grey  cilia. 


which  become  gradually  lighter  towards 
their  tips.  Most  nearly  allied  to  Mar- 
ginicolella,  but  that  is  a stouter  insect, 
not  olive-green,  but  olive-gold,  with  much 
coppery  purple,  and  the  fascia  is  much 
more  oblique. 

“2.  ArieZ/a,  H.-S.  The  larva  in  autumn 
in  the  leaves  of  Sorbus  aria.  Imago:  the 
head  coal-black,  the  eye-caps  silvery 
white;  base  of  the  anterior  wings  at  first 
olive-gold,  then  coppery  gold  (along  the 
costa  almost  to  the  base) ; the  silver  fascia 
placed  a little  before  two-thirds  of  the 
wing,  broad  and  vertical ; the  apex  violet- 
blue,  the  cilia  greyish  black,  paler  at  the 
tips. 

“3.  Agrimoniella.  Found  on  Agri- 
monia  Eupatoria  by  Herrn  Hofmann 
and  Angerer.  Changes  to  the  pupa 
state  inside  the  mine  in  a beautiful 
violet  cocoon,  and  appears  in  the  spring, 
a week  or  two  later  than  CEneofasciella. 
The  perfect  insect  differs  from  Arenosa 
and  Angulifasciella  by  the  silver  fascia 
being  quite  vertical,  parallel  to  the  mar- 
gin ; from  Freyella  it  is  distinguished 
by  the  larger  size,  the  head  being  less 
black,  and  the  base  of  the  anterior  wings 
less  glossy. 

“4.  IJelianthemella.,H.-S.  The  larva, 
in  September,  in  the  leaves  of  Helian- 
themum  vulgare.  The  imago  small ; head 
blackish  olive-brown  ; the  eye-caps  dirty 
while;  the  anterior  wings  whitish  grey, 
with  black  longitudinal  scales,  which 
(most  distinctly  in  the  female)  leave  an 
indistinct,  more  whitish  fascia  beyond 
the  middle,  and  extend  irregularly  into 
the  cilia,  so  that  no  separating  line  can 
be  traced. 

“ o.  Ithamnella,  H.-S.  Larva  in  the 
leaves  of  Rhamnus  catharticus.  The 
imago  much  smaller  than  N.  ruficapil- 
ella ; the  head  orange;  the  eye-caps  a 
little  more  whitish ; the  anterior  wings 
greyish  violet,  shining,  purer  grey  to- 
wards the  apex,  throughout  with  coarse 
scales,  which  extend  irregularly  into  the 
cilia.  Di.stinguished  from  N.  pggmaiella 
by  its  smaller  size  and  more  coarsely- 
scaled  anterior  wings.” 


Printed  and  published  by  Edwaud  Nkwman, 
Printer.of  No.!l,  DevonshireStreel,  liiNliops- 
Rate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. — Saturday,  September  1,  IBtK). 
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IMPATIENCE. 


It  is  no  use  being  impatient ; you 
don’t  get  anything  a bit  the  sooner ; 
and  the  feeling  of  impatience  is  not  a 
comfortable  one. 

Many  persons  have  of  late  expressed 
a degree  of  impatience  at  the  apparently 
interminable  bad  weather  we  have  been 
experiencing;  they  wanted  to  get  out 
and  do  some  collecting,  and,  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight  to  the  Isle  of  Axholm, 
the  weather  was  equally  unpropitious. 
Beating  of  hedges  became  anything 
but  dry  work,  but  did  not  thereby 
become  more  entertaining;  and  those 
who  had  only  lately  began  to  collect 
in  earnest,  and  who  were  consequently 
desirous  of  obtaining,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  so  many  hundreds  of 
species,  have  felt  disappointed,  have 
repined  at  their  hard  fate,  and  have 
encouraged  feelings  of  impatience. 

There  is  no  need  to  encourage  such 
feelings  ; they  come  quite  readily 
enough,  and  are  the  cause  of  more 
evil  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine. 

When  you  set  to  work  at  anything 
it  is  all  very  well  to  stick  at  it,  and 


[Price  Id. 

to  persist  in  doing,  but  don’t  be  too 
impatient  to  get  it  done;  if  you  do, 
ten  to  one,  you  will  do  it  so  hurriedly 
that  it  will  be  worth  very  little  when 
completed,  or  you  will  work  at  it  at 
such  a rate  that  you  will  tire  yourself; 
you  will  get  disgusted  with  the  task 
you  have  undertaken,  and  you  will 
leave  it  unfinished  — a monument  of 
your  own  impatience. 

Some  persons  are  impatient  that  they 
can’t  find  out  everything  at  once,  for- 
getting that  the  pleasure  is  in  the 
finding  out  — not  in  the  having  found 
out ! Suppose  that  we  could  discover 
to-morrow,  by  intuition,  the  habits  of 
every  unknown  larva,  should  we  not 
have  lost  a vast  amount  of  interesting 
occupation,  which  would  have  employed 
our  leisure  hours  for  years  to  come? 
and  what  would  compensate  us  for  this 
loss? 

It  is  no  doubt  very  distressing  that 
at  the  present  day  so  many  of  the 
larvae  of  our  commonest  insects  should 
be  unknown  to  us,  but  we  shall  dis- 
cover them  in  due  time,  and  it  is  of 
no  use  to  be  impatient,  because  we 
can’t  do  everything  by  simply  wishing 
it.  We  should  soon  get  tired  of  wishing 
if  we  could ! 
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Half  the  troubles  of  young  Barnes 
arose  from  his  impatience  to  have  a 
first-rate  collection  in  no  time.  Had 
he  stuck  systematically  to  his  own 
proper  work  it  is  not  impossible  he 
might  have  made  a better  collection 
more  quickly. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
ligencer may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W,  Kent  Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.^  H.  1.  Stainton.  Mountsfield, 
Lewisham, near  f.ondon,S.L,  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 8 
Above  half  a column,  but 
under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 
a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “Exchange.” 


Change  of  Address. — Being  now 
rector  here,  my  address  will  be— Rev.  H. 
Harpur  Crewe,  The  Rectory,  Drayton- 
Beauchamp,  near  Tring, 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS, 

C.  W.  P.  — We  cannot  guess  what 
larvc'e  Nos.  1 and  2 arc;  No.  .3  was  no 
doubt  the  Small  Eggar  (^Rriogaster 
I.anestris'), 


C.  W.  R.  R. — Larva  No.  1 is  certainly 
Lasiocampa  Rubi ; No.  3 is  probably 
Eriogaster  Lanestris ; No.  2 and  No.  4 
we  do  not  recognise. 


CAPTURES. 


Lepidoptera, 

Arge  Galathea. — I took  thirteen  speci- 
mens of  this  insect  in  an  open  space  of 
about  thirty  yards  on  the  Undercliff,  Isle 
of  Wight,  in  about  thirty  or  forty  minutes. 
They  are  all  in  fine  condition.  I have 
only  seen  one  (which  I took)  away  from 
this  spot. — J.  J.  Runtz,  Shanklin,  Isle 
of  Wight;  August  28. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — On  the  31st  of 
August,  after  having  had  an  uni)rofitable 
walk  of  three  miles  sugaring,  I thought 
I would  take  a walk  round  my  garden, 
when,  to  my  surprise,  I saw  a Sphinx 
Convolvuli  flying  over  my  Petunias, 
which  I captured. — Rev.  G.  R.  Read, 
StUton -on- Derwent,  York;  Sept.  3. 

Leucania  Putrescens.  — Last  night  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  take  a fine  spe- 
cimen of  this  insect,  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  place  where  I took  them 
before.  It  is  more  than  a month  later 
than  I took  the  species  last  year,  in  con- 
sequence, I suppose,  of  the  bad  weather. 
I found  it  on  the  flowers  of  Teucriutn 
Scorodonia,  which  plant  is  very  attrac- 
tive to  moths  in  general.  — R.  M. 
Stewart,  3,  Park  Place,  Torquay, 
Devon  ; August  28. 

Leucania  Putrescens. — Since  my  last 
communication  I have  taken  two  more 
specimens  of  L.  Putrescens ; they  are 
both  apparently  fresh  from  the  pupa. — 
Ibid  ; Sept.  3. 

Apamea  Connexa.  — This  species  has 
occurred  near  here  in  abundance ; from 
the  22nd  inst.  we  have  taken  upwards  of 
four  hundred  specimens  in  Haw  Park. — 
W.  Talbot,  Crystal  Place,  Wakefield; 
August  27. 
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A Caution  to  those  in  search  of  Myelois 
Pinguis, — T believe  I was  the  first  person 
who  discovered  the  habitat  of  Myelois 
Pinguis,  in  the  Regent’s  Park,  some  few 
years  back.  I look  some  specimens  there 
last  evening,  and  while  collecting  them 
was  accosted  by  one  of  the  keepers,  who 
had  been  watching  me  very  attentively  ; 
he  asked  if  I was  the  person  who  had  cut 
the  bark  off  the  trees  P this  I answered  in 
the  negative.  It  would  be  as  well,  for 
the  sake  of  Entomology,  if  collectors 
would  not  mutilate  the  trees  ; for,  if  this 
practice  is  continued,  I feel  assured  we 
shall  be  warned  ofif,  if  nothing  worse 
happens  to  us.  — A.  Coopee,  R.A.,  19, 
New  Millman  Street ; Sept.  2. 

Chloephora  Quercana. — On  the  27th  of 
this  month  I beat  a specimen  of  this  in- 
sect from  ivy,  at  the  fool  of  Leigh  Woods, 
about  three  miles  below  Rownham  Ferry. 
— J.  B.  Ceawfued,  Park  House,  Culham, 
Bristol ; August  29. 

Hyponomeuta  vigintipunclatus. — T am 
now  breeding  a fine  series  of  the  above 
insect  from  larvae  collected  in  a garden 
in  Sussex,  last  month. — A.  D.  Tavloe, 
7,  Campbell  Street,  Hall  Park,  London, 
W. ; August  30. 

Captures  near  Northampton. — The  fol- 
lowing list  of  captures  near  this  town 
may  not  prove  wholly  uninteresting  to 
some  of  your  numerous  readers  : — 

Arge  Galathea, 

Grapia  C-album, 

Argynnis  Paphia, 

...  Selene, 

...  Euphrosyne, 

Theda  Pruui, 

...  W-album, 

...  Quercus, 

Thymele  Alveolus, 

Pamphila  Sylvanus, 

...  Linea, 

Smerinlhus  Ocellatus, 

...  Populi, 

...  Tilite, 

Sphinx  Ligustri, 

Sphecia  Apiformis, 


with  many  others.  I found  a colony  of 
Arge  Galathea  within  a few  miles  of  the 
town — a locality,  1 believe,  hitherto  un- 
known for  this  charming  butterfly. — 
Aethur  Hensman,  Spring  Hill,  North- 
ampton; August  28. 

Captures  in  Sherwood  Forest. — I have 
much  pleasure  in  forwarding  you  a list 
of  captures  taken  at  Sherwood  Forest  by 
Mr.  Lumb  and  myself,  from  the  12th  to 
the  21sl  inst. 

LARViE. 

Sphinx  Ligustri, 

Cerura  Bifida, 

Notodoula  Dromedarius, 

Drymouia  Dodomea, 

Peridea  Trepida, 

Acronycta  Leporina, 

Gortyua  Flavago. 

IMAGOS. 

Hepialus  Sylvinus, 

Urepana  Falcataria, 

Lithosia  Compiana, 

Leucania  Conigera, 

Xylophasia  Scolopacina  (fine), 
Cerigo  Cytherea, 

'Friphtena  Fimbria  (fine), 

...  Subsequa  (only  one), 
Noclua  Glareosa, 

Orthosia  Suspecta, 

Euperia  Fulvago  (very  fine), 
Amphipyra  Pyramidea  (do.), 

besides  many  other  commoner  species. — 
W.  Talbot,  Crystal  Place,  Wakefield; 
August  27. 

Hymenopteea. 

Sirex  Gigas.—k  specimen  of  this  in- 
sect was  caught  yesterday  by  my  sister. 

C.  W.  Penny,  Grammar  School,  Crew- 
kerne,  Somerset ; August  30. 

CoLEOPXERA. 

Capture  of  Hallomenus  fuscus. — Acci- 
dent the  other  evening  led  my  friend 
Douglas  to  lay  his  finger  on  an  example 
of  this  insect,  and  for  a few  more  nights 
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(wet  or  dry)  we  visited  the  locality,  on 
the  outlook  for  more.  Fortune  didn’t 
condescend  to  reward  me  until  two  nights 
ago,  when  S()yiug  one  sitting  in  a new 
place  I examined  it  thoroughly,  shouted 
for  Douglas  to  come,  and  I think  we 
took  about  one  hundred  between  us,  and 
nearly  as  many  last  night. — John  Scott, 
Vi,Torringlon  Villas,  Lee, S.E. ; Aug.'Al. 

Capture  of  Mycelophagus  tnultipunc- 
tatus. — Whilst  in  search  of  a little  Ceutho- 
rhynchus  the  other  evening  I happened 
to  lay  bold  of  a boletus  containing  a 
number  of  the  above  rarity,  as  well  as  a 
lot  of  the  larvae, — active  little  fellows 
who  every  one  chose  a different  path 
across  the  paper  on  which  the  boletus 
was  laid  during  examination,  so  that 
their  capture  again  was  rendered  some- 
what difficult. 

Aromia  moschata  swarmed  on  the 
leaves  of  the  alder,  giving  forth  a delicious 
perfume.  Why  they  are  called  moschata 
puzzles  me,  as  the  odour  is  decidedly 
more  like  attar  of  roses.  What  is  the 
use  of  this  perfume?  Truly,  we  may 
say  with  Shakespeare, 

“ Aromia,  Aromia, 

Wherefore  art  thou  Aromia?" 

— Ibid. 

Coleoptera. — The  late  continued  wet 
season  appears  to  have  had  a very  de- 
pressing effect  upon  beetles ; some  are 
not  to  be  found  in  anything  like  their 
usual  numbers,  and  others  have  been  kept 
back  beyond  their  accustomed  period ; 
vvhil>t  many  early  species,  preventetl  from 
breeding  by  the  weather,  have  lingered 
on  to  a much  later  mouth  than  I have 
noticed  before;  for  instance  I took  Apo- 
dcrus,  Attclabus,  Zetigophora  and  Trachys 
on  the  5th  of  August,  and  the  smaller 
Agrilus  and  Cryptocephali  were  not  un- 
common  on  the  12th  of  the  same  mouth, 
on  which  day  I also  found  the  large 
Agrilus  “stumped  out”  by  the  rain, — the 
old  felled  oaks  being  under  water  in  the 
hollows  at  Darenth,  so  that  the  hark- 
iiisccts  were  drowned  before  they  could 


emerge.  Next  year  will  not  be  a lively 
one  for  collecting  there,  I should  ima- 
gine. One  would  think  that  at  least 
water-beetle  collecting  was  now  at  its 
prime,  but  even  that  resource  is  denied 
us,  for  the  pools  are  so  swollen  with 
recent  rain  water  that  the  increase  of 
beetles  is  by  no  means  equal  to  that  of 
the  fluid,  consequently  it  is  like  “ looking 
for  a needle  in  a bottle  of  hay.” 

Since  my  last  I have  found  the  fol- 
lowing species  at  Darenth: — 

Rhynchites  megacephalus, 

Agrilus  laticornis, 

Choleva  fumata, 

Triphyllus  puuctatus, 

Serica  brunnea, 

Cycramus  fungicola, 

Tychius  Schneideri, 

Cryptocephalus  pusillus, 
Brachypterus  gravid  us, 

Notiophilus  aquaticus, 

Oliorhynchus  pabulinus, 

Bolitobius  atricapilla, 

...  exoletus, 

Homalota  trinotala, 

Tclepborus  bicolor, 

...  nigricans, 

...  pellucidus, 

...  luscicornis, 

Ei)ura;a  pusilla, 

...  melina, 

...  dcleta, 

...  obsoleta, 

Meligethes  viridescens, 

...  picipes, 

Gcuthorhynchus  constrictus, 

...  assimilis, 

...  erysimi, 

...  sulcicollis, 

...  Troglodytes, 

...  marginatus. 

Also  Ceuthorhynchus  trhnacnlatus  off 
thistle-blossom  in  llichmond  Bark,  and 
Gymnetron  noctis  and  linaritc  out  of  the 
flowers  of  toad-flax  near  llochampton. 
At  Claremont  the  fir-trees  arc  riddled 
with  Dendroctonus,  now  just  coming  out. 
The  loluntccrs  and  clouds  have  made  a 
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pretty  puddle  of  Wimbledon  Common, 
and  just  at  present  a diving-bell  would 
be  as  necessary  as  a digger  for  doing  any 
good  in  its  marshy  spots.  A few  Sleno^ 
tophus  dorsalis  and  luridus  comprised  all 
the  insects  I could  find  there,  except 
Dyschirius  globosus,  which,  more  plenti- 
lul  than  ever,  seemed  to  thrive  on  the 
united  gunpowder  and  damp.  In  Wim- 
bledon Park  Ancho menus  junceus,  Cala- 
ihus  piceus  and  Synuchus  vivalis  are  not 
uncommon  at  the  roots  of  trees,  if  you 
can  find  a place  dry  enough  to  stand 
upon. — £.  C.  Rye,  284,  King’s  Road, 
Chelsea,  iS.IP. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Pyralis  Glaucinalis. — The  rasiiberry 
canes  on  which  my  P.  Glaucinalis  fed 
were  the  decayed  ones  of  last  year.  This, 
of  course,  is  in  “ accordance  with  the 
habits  of  the  group.” — Edwin  Tearle, 
Gainsborough. 

Ichneumons.  — There  are  few  insects 
probably  that,  in  one  stage  or  other  of 
existence,  escape  the  prying  eye  of  the 
Ichneumon.  Pertinaciously  do  these 
prowling  pirates  of  the  insect  world 
search  every  crack  and  crevice  in  quest  of 
the  prey  they  may  design  to  offer  as  food 
and  nidus  to  their  offspriug  ; and  once  on 
their  trail  they  seldom  fail  of  securing 
their  object.  We  find  them  inserting 
their  eggs  chiefly  into  such  insects  as 
are  in  the  larva  or  pupa  state.  One  spe- 
cies actually  pierces  the  eggs  of  the 
Lepidoptera.  Even  the  spider  and  her 
bag  of  eggs  are  not  secure  from  their 
attacks.  The  bedeguar  of  the  wild  rose 
has  furnished  me  with  two  distinct  spe- 
cies, I.  Bedeguaris  and  1.  Stigma,  Linn. 
The  former  is  distinguished  by  its  bright 
brassy  colours  and  extremely  lengthened 
ovipositor;  the  latter  by  its  more  dusky 
wings,  marked  with  a single  marginal 
spot.  Whether  both  have  made  the 
Cynips-larva  their  prey,  or  whether  the 


grub  of  the  smaller  Ichneumon  may 
have  been  pierced  by  the  larger  one,  I 
cannot  distinctly  say,  but  the  I,  Stigma 
began  to  emerge  a month  or  six  weeks 
before  I.  Bedeguaris.  The  milfoil-galls 
I lately  described  have  given  birth  to  a 
singular  little  Hymenopteron,  with  the 
antennae  beautifully  branched  in  the 
male  and  simple  in  the  female.  The 
insect  is  greenish  black,  the  ovipositor- 
being  exserled.  I am  unable  to  identify 
the  species,  though  its  branched  antenna) 
may  probably  help  ultimately  to  dis- 
tinguish it, — Peter  Inchbald,  Storthes 
Hall,  near  Huddersfield  ; August  24. 


EXCHANGE. 


Cymatophora  Duplaris. — I have  dupli- 
cates of  this  species,  which  I will  exchange 
for  any  of  the  following,  numbered  as  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  ‘Manual’: — 219, 
220,  229,  238,  263,  279,  280,  296,  319, 
323,  324,  326,  352,  365,  379,  386,  396, 
423,  429,  468.  I have  also  four  speci- 
mens of  Sesia  Fuciformis  to  exchange 
for  Sphecia  Apiforinis,  and  three  of 
Sphecia  Bembeciforrnis  for  Sesia  Bomby- 
lif or  mis.— Jo  HU  Porter,  jun.,  Lewes. 

Exchange. — I have  the  following  du- 
plicates, and  shall  be  glad  to  exchange 
them  with  anybody  wanting  them:— 
Papilio  Machaon, 

CtEnonympha  Davus, 

Smerinthus  Ocellatus  (bred), 
Hepialus  Hectus, 

Lophopteryx  Cameliua, 

Saturnia  Carpini  (bred), 

Drepaua  Falcula, 

Acronycta  Megacephala, 

...  Rumicis, 

Leucania  Impura, 

Xylophasia  Hepatica, 

Apamea  Connexa, 

Rusiua  Tenebrosa, 

Noclua  Brunnea, 

...  Rubi, 


182  THE  ENTOMOLOGIST'S  WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCEE. 


Noctua  Festiva, 

Orthosia  Macilenta, 

Euplexia  Lucipara, 

Epione  Vespertaiia  (^), 

Tephrosia  Crepuscularia, 

Thera  Variata, 

Be  so  good  as  to  write  first,  and  say 
what  duplicates  are  offered  in  return. — 
Rev.  G.  R.  Read,  Sutton-on-Derwent, 
York. 

Exchange. — I have  a few  iinagos  of 
the  following  insects  to  exchange : — 
Ourapteryx  Sambucaria, 

Rumia  Crattegata, 

Hemerophila  Abruptaria, 

Arctia  Caja, 

Charajas  Gratninis, 

Argynnis  Aglaia. 

I have  also  a few  specimens  of  Erebia 
Cassiope  and  Ccenonympha  Davus,  taken 
this  year  in  Scotland ; they  are  not,  how- 
ever, in  fine  condition.  As  my  wants  are 
extremely  numerous,  it  is  useless  to  spe- 
cify anything  in  particular.  Gentlemen 
not  hearing  from  me  in  a week  will 
conclude  that  I am  not  in  want  of  the 
insects  they  offer. — F.  Lovei.l  Keavs, 
33,  Gloucester  Place,  Kentish  Town, 
IS.  IV. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


The  Habits  of  Nemotois  Scabio- 

SELLUS. 

This  pretty  long-horn  had  long  ago . 
been  observed  to  frequent  the  flowers  of 
the  Scabious  {Scabiosa  arvensis):  Scopoli, 
who  first  described  the  insect  in  17<)3, 
remarked,  “ insidet  perpetuo  lloribus 
Scabioste”  (it  sits  continually  on  the 
flowers  of  the  Scabious) ; and  since  his 
time  few  entomologists  have  caught  the 
species  without  remarking  that  it  flew 
about  the  flowers  of  the  Scabious. 


Yet  for  ninety-six  years  after  Scopoli 
had  named  the  insect  the  larva  remained 
unknown.  The  certainty  that  it  must 
be  in  the  Scabious-heads  rendered  its 
non-detection  the  more  extraordinary. 

In  the  ‘ Insecta  Britannica;  Lepi- 
doptera  Tineina,’  we  wrote  (p.  51),  “Of 
the  habits  and  food  of  the  larva  nothing 
is  known ; the  acuminate,  elongate  ab- 
domen of  the  female  of  N.  Scabiosellus 
would  imply  that  the  eggs  were  deposited 
in  some  substance,  and  Zeller  has  ob- 
served them  boring  into  the  flowers  of 
Scabiosa  arvensis  (as  though  with  a view 
of  depositing  their  eggs  there).” 

The  late  Mr.  Ashworth  (whose  early 
death  has  been  a great  loss  to  Ento- 
mology) also  noticed  the  female  of  Sca- 
biosellus “ with  the  abdomen  thrust  down 
among  the  florets  of  the  Scabiosa  colum- 
baria, the  wings  lying  expanded  on  the 
top  of  the  flower;  she  had  the  usual 
straining  and  thrusting  motion,  and  after 
apparently  depositing  an  egg  in  one 
place,  would  crawl  across  the  flower  and 
again  thrust  in  the  abdomen.”  Mr.  Ash- 
worth made  a note  of  the  flower  which 
he  had  seen  operated  on  “ intending  to 
gather  it  when  the  larvar  were  likely  to 
be  grown,”  but  was  confined  to  the  house 
soon  afterwards,  and  when  he  re-visited 
the  spot  the  plants  had  been  all  cut 
down.  In  the  winter  time  Mr.  Ashworth 
picked  up  and  jrulled  off  a great  number 
of  the  seed-heads,  but  could  find  no  trace 
of  either  larva  or  pupa. 

From  that  time  nothing  further  had 
been  ascertained,  but  last  week  we  re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  Herr 
Hofmann,  of  Ralisbou  : — 

“ The  larva  of  Nemotois  Scabiosellus 
is  found ; we  have  bred  it  from  the  egg  ; 
its  food-plant  is  Scabiosa  arvensis. 

“We  repeated  an  attempt  which  wc 
made  three  years  ago,  and  which  then 
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failed ; we  collected  llie  specimens  we 
found  in  copula  and  some  Scabiosa 
heads,  on  some  of  which  both  males  and 
females  were  sittins;.  We  observed  the 
females,  both  out  of  doors  and  in  our 
breeding-cage,  at  work  laying  their 
eggs. 

“The  flowers  and  seeds  are  the  first 
abodes  of  the  larvae ; the  eggs  are  laid 
in  the  fructification  of  the  Scabiosa 
flowers,  each  enclosed  in  a seed-capsule. 
When  the  interior  of  the  seed  has  been 
eaten  out  by  the  larva,  it  immediately 
uses  the  husk  as  a case,  having  gnawed 
a hole  at  the  lower  truncate  end  of  the 
husk;  at  this  age  the  larva  seems  to 
attack  other  seeds,  boring  into  them  and 
eating  out  the  contents.  Two  of  the 
larger  larvae  have  already  made  their 
large  cases  out  of  pieces  of  dried  leaves, 
but  how  this  process  was  performed  has 
not  yet  been  sufiiciently  observed.  Pro- 
bably the  more  advanced  larvte  feed  on 
the  leaves  of  the  Scabiosa  and  other  low 
plants.  Some  were  observed  in  the  act 
of  gnawing  a dry  leaf  of  Lonicera  Xylos- 
teum. 

“ The  credit  of  these  observations,  and 
of  the  successful  treatment  of  the  in- 
sects, is  due  to  my  son  Dr.  Ottmar  Hof- 
manui” 

So  at  last,  ninety-seven  years  after 
Scopoli’s  publication,  the  murder  is  out! 

The  larvffi  whilst  still  seed-feeders  are 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  invisible;  an 
inhabited  seed  cannot  be  distinguished 
from  one  purely  vegetable;  the  opening 
at  the  end  is  scarcely  visible,  and  if  a 
dozen  seeds  were  placed  before  us  of 
which  six  contained  larvte  and  six  con- 
tained none,  we  should  be  puzzled  to 
separate  them  at  a glance.  We  should 
watch  them,  and  those  from  which  we 
were  to  see  the  head  of  a larva  pro- 
truding we  should  know  were  inhabited, 
and  thus  in  a little  while  we  could  pick 
out  all  the  tenanted  husks. 
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To  obtain  these  seed-feeding  larvte  we 
should  recommend  that  some  scores  of 
seeds  be  placed  on  a sheet  of  white  paper, 
and  watched  attentively  for  five  or  ten 
minutes;  but  the  observer  must  be  very 
quiet,  as  these  larvte  are  very  timorous, 
and  if  he  moves  or  almost  breathes  the 
larv®  will  be  afraid  to  venture  out. 

Mr.  Ashworth,  who  collected  the  heads 
in  winter,  was  too  late  ; now  is  the  time: 
the  larvae  quit  the  heads  when  they  begin 
to  make  their  flat  leaf-constructed  cases, 
and  are  then  only  to  be  sought  for  on  the 
ground. 

May  we  not  now'  soon  expect  the 
larvae  of  Nemotois  cupriacellus,  violellus 
and  minimellus  to'be  turned  up?  The 
heads  of  the  scabious  flowers  where  these 
moths  fly  should  be  at  once  collected  and 
examined.  Scabiosa  columbaria  will 
probably  produce  the  two  first-named 
species,  but  N.  minimellus  probably 
favours  the  Scabiosa  succisa.  — H.  T. 
Statnton,  Mountsjield,  Lewisham,  S.E. ; 
September  1,  1860. 


PROPOSAL  FOR  A JUDICIAL 
COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir,— There  seems  to  me  a great  want 
of  a leading  authority  which  should  have 
a recognised  power  to  decide  upon  the 
claims  of  certain  lately  discovered  spe- 
cies,— I mean,  as  to  whether  such  species 
should  hold  a permanent  place  in  our 
English  lists. 

For  instance,  the  new  Clear-wing 
which  has  been  lately  taken  by  George 
King  near  Torquay.  There  are  many, 
I understand,  who  altogether  doubt  the 
capture.  I am  not  of  their  number, 
having  good  and  sufficient  reason  to 
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believe  that  King’s  specimens  are  true 
and  genuine  English  captures. 

But  if  the  Entomological  Society  were 
to  form  out  of  their  Members  a per- 
manent Judicial  Committee  which  would 
take  the  trouble  to  receive  and  sift  evi- 
dence, and  thoroughly  investigate  all 
captures  of  novelties,  I think  that  the 
entomological  world  would  thankfully 
accept  their  decisions,  and  owe  them  no 
small  debt  of  gratitude. 

II.  B. 


PROPOSAL  FOR  AN  ENTOMOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY  AT  ISLINGTON. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — I see  by  the  ‘ Annual  ’ that  we 
have  upwards  of  sixty  entomologists  in 
and  about  Islington.  Is  there  any  good 
reason  why  we  should  not  have  a local 
Society?  T see  none;  and  if  any  Tsling- 
tonians  think  with  me  I shall  be  happy 
to  receive  their  names  and  addresses; 
and  I shall  hope  for  your  sympathy  in 
the  movement  by  giving  this  a corner  in 
your  valuable  serial. 

In  making  this  request  I am  influenced 
only  by  a desire  to  see  others  follow  the 
example,  so  that  there  may  be  a local 
Society  in  every  important  district,  which 
would,  I believe,  result  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Science  of  Entomology,  by 
increasing  the  number  of  entomologists, 
and,  as  a consequence,  the  chances  of 
important  discoveries. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  Mau.ett. 

5,  Duncan  Place, 

397,  City  Road,  I'J.C, 

August  28,  18(i0. 


Leeds  Naturalists’  Society. — A 
very  interesting  address  on  the  Aquarium 
was  delivered  to  the  Members  of  this 
Society,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  by  Mr.  Richard 
Wright. — H.  Rogers,  Leeds  ; Sept.  4. 


For  sal  E. — I have  captured  and 
bred  the  following  INSECTS,  in 
fine  condition,  this  season,  among  many 
others : — 


d. 

3 each 
6 
9 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
(5 
0 
6 
6 

orders 
My  address  is 
■ — Joseph  Wbagg,  7,  Spring  Gardens, 
Doncaster. 


C.  Davus  .... 

V.  Polychloros  (bred) 

T.  W-altnnn  (bred) 

P.  Argiolus  . . . 

A.  Atropos  (bred)  . 

O.  Gonostigma  (bred) 

M.  Miniata  . . . 

D.  F alcataria  (bred) 

X.  Scolopacina  . . 

T.  Lencographa  (bred 
T.  Opima  .... 

C.  Diffinis  (bred)  . 

Affinis  (bred) 

Illustraria  (bred) 

E.  Lanestris  (bred) 

C.  Verbasci  (bred)  . 

Carriage  paid  one  way  when 

amount  to  five  shillings 


s. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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EGGS. 


The  importance  of  eggs  can  scarcely 
be  overrated.  But  for  the  eggs  of  the 
silk-woi'm  moth  silk  would  probably 
still  have  been  exclusively  a Chinese 
production. 

A sitting  of  eggs  of  a Cochin  China 
fowl  is  more  easily  transported  than  a 
dozen  chickens. 

Those  who  occupy  themselves  in  the 
rearing  of  Noctuina  and  Geometriua 
frequently  rear  their  specimens  from 
the  egg,  and  since  this  has  been  the 
practice  many  species  have  been  reared 
of  which  the  larvae  were  previously 
unobtainable  or  unknown;  an  impreg- 
nated female  of  a rare  species  is  a 
valuable  commodity.  To  obtain  fer- 

tilized eggs  of  a scarce  insect  is  the 
great  object  of  many  of  our  most  suc- 
cessful breeders.  Once  let  them  obtain 
the  means  of  rearing  ad  infinitum  any 
rarity,  and  it  is  a rarily  no  longer. 

It  may  be  that  many  aim  simply 
at  the  additions  thereby  to  be  made 
to  their  collections,  but  others  are 
working  more  entirely  for  the  interests 
of  Science,  and  the  obtaining  from  the 


egg  of  an  unknown  larva,  and  thus 
being  able  to  study  its  habits  and 
record  its  appearances,  is  with  them 
the  real  object  which  repays  them  for 
all  their  toil  and  trouble. 

In  the  last  few  years  the  number 
of  Geometric  larvae,  previously  un- 
known, which  have  been  obtained  by 
rearing  from  the  egg  has  been  very 
considerable;  and  now  a fresh  impulse 
has  been  given  to  the  study  of  the 
Natural  History  of  the  Tineina,  by  the 

success  which  has  attended  the  efforts 

1 

of  some  Micro-Lepidoplerists  to  obtain 
\ 

unknown  larvte^by  means  of  eggs  de- 
posited by  fertilized  females. 

We  published  last  week  an  account 
of  the  discovery  of  the  larva  of  Nemo- 
tois  Scahiosellus  by  Dr.  0.  Hofraanu, 
and  we  have  lately  received  from  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  of  Scarborough,  larvte  of 
Lithocollelis  Amyotella  and  of  Bulalis 
incongruella,  reared  from  the  egg,  and 
we  expect  shortly  to  receive  other 
hitherto  unknown  larvas  from  the  same 
quarter. 

We  think  it  would  be  highly  de- 
sirable if  Mr.  Wilkinson  w'ould  publish 
some  account  of  his  modus  operandi  in 
obtaining  eggs  of  these  Micros;  we 

2 B 
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presume  some  attention  must  be  de- 
voted to  keeping:  the  eggs  moist,  for 
fear  of  their  hecoining  too  dry,  and 
with  regard  to  those  species  of  which 
the  food  is  unsuspected  the  treatment 
of  the  infantine  larvm  must  he  rather 
puzzling. 

W e remarked  last  week  that  it  was 
“ no  douht  very  distressing  that,  at  the 
present  day,  so  many  of  the  larvae  of 
our  commonest  insects  should  he  un- 
known to  us,”  hut  really  a clue  seems 
now  obtained  whereby  we  may  soon 
discover  many  of  our  larva  inengnita. 


The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
LiGENCEn  may  he  obtained 

Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgale,  and  of 

. W.  Kent  ^ Co.  51  !<i  52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  .Tames  Ga<flner.  52  High 
Ho11)orn:  H.  .1.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch  ; 
A.  W.  Hnckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W. Weatherlev.  High  Street, 
Peckliam  ; C.  .1,  Crihl),  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  .John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  Nc.  ‘ Recorder’  OlTice. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  63 
Edmond  Street. 

At  IJrighton,  of  .Tohn  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  iSce.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  ol'  C.  Andrew,  12!) 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
llookseller,  Nc.  High  Street. 

At  Ilnddevsfield,  of  .1.  E.  Wheatley 
iind  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  K ingston-oti -Thames,  of  W.  Ilr_v<len, 
Bookseller,  Nc.  A|>ple  .Mtuket. 

At  Leeds,  of  ,L  Eox,  Bookseller,  Ne. 
Bomidiiry  Terrace,  Hurley  Road. 


At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  (See.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller,  ^ 
6 George  Street. 

At  Rotherham, of  H.  Carr, Booksellei, 
Bridge  Street 

At  Sheffield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester,  of  G . M organ.  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stone- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paper  on  sale  are  requested  to  send 
us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  he  added 
to  the  above  list. 


AH  communi cations  In  he  tuldressed  to 
Mr.  EI.  T.  Statnton,  Mounts  field, 
Letrisham,near  l.ondon,S.E.  No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anongmous  connnvnica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 

Above  half  a column,  hut 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  hut  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspotidents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stiimps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Change  of  Adurkss. — Having  left 
Coulson’s  Buildings,  Hallgarth  Street, 
Durham,  my  address  is  now  — John 
Wi  i.soN,  jiin.,  Witton  Castle,  Durham  ; 
September  4. 

Change  of  AnniiEss. — Having  left 
Bolion-lc-Moors,  mv  address  is  now  — 
Thomas  We.st,  3,  Taylor  Street,  Open- 
shaw,  near  Alanehester. 
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CAPTUEES. 


Lepidoi’teba. 

Sati/rus  Semele. — On  Tluivsday  last  I 
took  a specimen  of  this  insect  near  Croy- 
don, and  on  the  following  day  seven 
more,  at  the  same  place. — E.  S.  Dewick, 
5,  Granville  Park  Terrace,  Blackheath  ; 
September  10. 

Theda  Betula.  — I took  this  insect 
here,  in  fair  condition,  on  the  1st  inst. — 
Anthony  Mason,  Grange,  Newton-in- 
Cartmel. 

Strange  Locality  for  Hypogymna  Dis- 
par.— This  morning  I observed  a moth 
flying  swiftly  along  Lower  East  Smith- 
field,  and  knowing  it  could  not  be  the 
common  Oxgyia  Antiqua,  both  from  its 
size  and  mode  of  flight,  I gave  chase, 
forgetting  the  figure  I should  cut  before 
the  Continental  voyageurs,  who  were 
flocking  to  St.  Katharine’s  Wharf,  en 
route  for  Hamburg  and  the  Rhine,  and 
captured  what  proved  to  be  a good  male 
specimen  of  H.  Dispar.  Two  months 
ago  I bred  this  insect  from  the  egg,  so 
that  both  tbe  time  of  appearance  and 
locality  seem  unusual.  — H.  Stanley, 
15,  Hamilton  Street,  Camden  Town; 
Septetnber  10. 

Litliosia  Helveola. — I have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  thirteen  fine  speci- 
mens of  this  insect;  they  were  all  in 
very  fine  condition. — J.  T.  Carrington, 
Clifton,  York. 

Cirrcedia  Xerampelina. — I have  lately 
reared  this  beautiful  insect  from  a larva 
found  on  the  3rd  of  June.  I met  with 
two  of  them  concealed  in  the  crevices  on 
the  trunk  of  an  ash  tree,  but  only  one 
has  emerged  as  yet.  They  fed  up  on 
the  leaves  of  the  ash. — W.  R.  Jeffrey, 
2,  Hunlriss  Row,  Scarborough;  Sept.  9. 

Captures  near  Dumfries. — 

Anthocharis  Cardainines  (common), 

Hipparchia  Semele  (do.), 

Erebia  Blandina, 

Coenonympha  Davus  (common). 


Vanessa  Atalanta  (common), 

...  lo  (do.), 

Argynnis  Paphia, 

Adippe, 

Melitiea  Artemis  (10  bred), 

Theda  Betulae  (2), 

...  Rubi  (common), 

Polyominatus  Alsus  (do.), 

Artaxerxes  (rare), 
Anthrocera  Filipendulse  (30  bred), 
Sraerinlhus  Ocellalus  (40  bred), 

...  Populi  (10  bred), 

Chierocampa  Elpenor  (2), 

Sesia  Bombyliformis  (4), 

Cerura  Furcula  (2  bred), 

Notodonta  Dromedarius  (10  bred), 

...  Ziczac  (30  bred), 

Leiocampa  Dictiea  (2), 

Lophopteryx  Camelina, 

Closlera  Reclusa  (160  bred), 

Dasychira  Fascelina  (20  bred), 
Euthemonia  Russula  (6), 

Nemeophila  Plantaginis  (6), 
Lasiocampa  Rubi  (10  bred), 

...  Quercus  (15  bred), 
Saturnia  Pavonia-minor  (8  bred), 
Acronycta  Menyanthidis, 

Anarta  Myrtilli, 

Hydrelia  Uncana, 

Ourapteryx  Sambucaria, 

Venilia  Maculata, 

Ellopia  Fasciaria, 

Eurytnene  Dolobraria  (1), 

Cleora  Lichenaria  (10  bred), 
Pseudopterpna  Cytisaria, 

Geometra  Papilionaria  (1), 

Strenia  Clathrata  (4), 

Fidonia  Piniaria, 

Ligdia  Adustata, 

Melanippe  Hastata, 

Cidaria  Prunata  (10  bred), 

Carsia  Imbutata  (20), 

Odezia  Chaerophyllata, 

Pyrausla  Punicealis  (2), 

Purpuralis  (3), 

Chloephora  Prasinaua  (2), 

Mixodia  Schulziana. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  some  of  the 
readers  of  the  ‘Intelligencer’  to  know 
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that  I have  just  removed  from  ray 
setting-board  a fine  female  of  Lasio- 
campa  Quercus : I found  the  larva, 

feeding  on  the  heather,  on  the  10th  of 
May;  it  spun  up  on  the  14th  of  July, 
and  came  out  on  the  12th  of  August: 

O 

I have  often  bred  them,  but  this  is  the 
first  time  that  ever  I knew  of  the  same 
occurrence  before  iu  Scotland.  I had 
the  good  fortune  this  year  to  take  a 
fine  variety  of  Melanippe  Haslata : it  is 
larger  and  finer  than  the  common  kind, 
with  much  more  ptire  white,  and  a fine 
pure  white  fringe  running  round  both 
wings.  — W.  Lennox,  19,  Shakespeare 
Street,  Dumfries;  August  28. 

Captures  in  the  past  Month. — I venture 
to  send  a short  account  of  my  captures 
during  last  month  at  Tunbridge  Wells 
and  Dover.  At  the  former  place  all  I 
took  worth  recording  were  three  dozen 
of  Polgommatus  AEgon.  I saw  one 
Apatura  Iris.  At  Dover  1 took  Arge 
Galathea  and  Poli/ommatus  Conjdon  in 
abundance,  a few  Arggnnis  Aglaia  and 
Hipparchia  Semele.  During  the  last 
summer  quarter  I took  here  plenty  of 
Polgommatus  Adonis  and  Hypercompa 
Dominula,  also  Polgommatus  Ageslis. 
To-day  a specimen  of  Sphinx  Convolvuli 
was  taken  here. — J.  II.  P.  Dart,  Com- 
moners, Winchester  ; Sept.  10. 

COLEOPXERA. 

Capture  of  a Nest  of  Hornets,  with  a 
Specimen  of  Velleius  dilatatus. — I last 
night  succeeded  in  capturing  a nest  of 
hornets,  the  first  I ever  had  the  chance 
of  making  an  attack  upon  : I took  the 
whole  number  prisoners,  with  the  loss  of 
three  or  four  lives  only, — I mean  on  the 
adversary’s  side, — I did  not  lose  so  many. 
In  preparing  to  remove  the  nest  a rather 
good-looking  Staph,  evidently  “ the  worse 
for  liquor”  (Chloroform),  was  observed 
staggering  about  among  its  legitimate 
“occupiers  and  owners,”  who  were  “too 
far  gone”  themselves  eitlicr  to  assist  or 
to  mole.st  him.  J very  soon  had  him 


“in  custody  ” as  one  “drunk  and  in- 
capable,” and  although  I am  not  “ well 
acquainted  with  the  family,”  I think 
there  is  little  doubt  he  will  be  found  to 
answer  to  the  name  of  Velteim  dilatatus. 
I transplanted  the  colony  during  the 
night,  and  this  morning  the  work  of  the 
nest  is  being  carried  on  in  a glazed  box 
under  my  own  eye.  As  the  capture  of  a 
nest  of  hornets  is  not  an  every-day  occur- 
rence, I will,  when  time  permits,  detail 
the  plan  of  attack  I adopted  in  the 
present  instance,  when  it  will  be  seen 
that  with  proper  and  very  simple  pre- 
cautions no  danger  whatever  need  be 
apprehended  by  the  assailing  party. — 
S.  Stone,  Brighthamplon,  Witney,  Ox- 
fordshire ; September  8. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Eupithecia  Suhnotata. — I am  most 
happy  to  announce  the  capture  of  a lew 
larva;  of  •S'M^aotata  feeding  on  Cheno- 
podium.  The  larvae,  when  young,  are 
particularly  fond  of  hiding  themselves 
amongst  the  buds  of  the  above  plant, 
and,  when  full  fed,  on  the  under  side  of 
the  lower  leaves  close  to  the  ground. — 
James  B.atty,  133,  South  Street,  Park, 
Sheffield;  September  10. 

A remarkable  Habit  in  Coleophora  pal- 
liatella. — One  evening  in  July  I was 
sugaring  in  Dulwich  Wood.  It  was  one 
of  those  damp,  windy,  cold,  uncomfort- 
able nights — a good  sample  of  the  weather 
at  that  time.  1 had  finished  about  four 
trees,  and  commenced  anothci,  when  my 
attention  was  drawn  to  a multitude  of 
little  white  moths  coming  from  all 
quarters  towards  my  feet,  and  on  looking 
down  was  astonished  to  see  that  they 
were  all  clustered  about  and  working 
their  way  into  a tuft  of  Aira  cespitosa 
growing  there  ; in  fact,  every  blade  was 
alive  with  them.  These  were  Coleophora 
pallialella,  and  apparently  all  males. 
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Tliere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  object  of 
allraciion  was  a virgin  female  hidden 
therein,  though  this  is  the  first  recorded 
instance  of  a Micro  “ assembling,”  unless 
the  swarming  of  Adda  viridella  may  be 
considered  such.  I went  on  with  my 
sugaring,  and  on  returning  in  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  (there  had  been  a 
smart  shower  in  the  interval),  could  see 
but  two  or  three  half- drowned  individuals, 
which,  I suppose,  being  disappointed  in 
their  first  love,  or  their  ardour  having 
been  washed  out  by  the  rain,  had  not 
heart  to  go  in  search  of  fresh  conquests. 
I may  add  that  in  no  other  part  of  the 
wood  was  a specimen  to  be  seen. — R. 
M‘LACHL.iN,  Forest  Hill. 

A new  Coleophora  Larva,  — I have 
lately  received  from  the  Rev.  H.  Burney 
a new  Coleophora  larva ; it  was  found 
feeding  on  the  seeds  of  Slellaria  gra- 
minea,  the  cylindrical  whitish  case  being 
attached  to  the  capsule,  and  the  larva 
boring  into  the  interior,  quite  in  the 
style  of  the  rush-feeding  larva  of  C/espiti- 
tiella.  Not  having  a supply  of  Slellaria 
graininea  handy,  I offered  these  larvae 
Slellaria  media  (the  common  chickweed), 
which  they  attacked  with  avidity.  When 
I the  case  is  protruding  from  the  calyx  of  an 
I upright  capsule,  it  looks  excessively  like 
a dried  flower,  and  would  thus  readily 
escape  observation. — H.  T.  Stainton; 
September  10. 

Larva  of  Phtheochroa  rugosana. — In  a 
. recent  uumber  of  the  ‘ Stettin  Entomo- 
logische  Zeitung’  (1860,  p.  110—126) 
«are  some  notes  by  Carl  von  Heyden,  ex- 
tracted from  his  Entomological  Diaries; 
.amongst  these  w'e  find  (p.  117)  the  fol- 
lowing notice  of  the  larva  of  Phtheochroa 
rugosana,  and  it  appears  that  that  inde- 
ffatigable  entomologist  noted  this  down 
ttwenty-seven  years  ago, — namely,  in  the 
year  1833 : — 

“Larva  16-footed,  very  thick,  slightly 
■shining;  rather  wrinkled,  with  whitish 
. -aised  dots,  each  bearing  a short  hair; 
I'.inicolorous  green,  of  the  colour  of  the 


clusters  of  flowers  of  its  food-plant.  Its 
skin  is  very  thin,  so  that  its  interior  is 
visible.  The  head  is  rather  narrower 
than  the  second  segment;  the  latter  is 
shining  and  rather  of  darker  green  than 
the  rest  of  the  body. 

“ The  pupa  is  yellowish  green,  almost 
lustreless,  rather  thick,  anteriorly  blunt ; 
wing-cases  prone,  half  the  length  of  the 
body ; the  upper  part  of  the  segments 
clothed  with  transverse  rows  of  hardly 
perceptible  serratures;  the  last  segment 
with  two  small  lateral  teeth  and  some 
very  fine  bristly  little  hooks. 

“ The  larva  lives  round  Frankfort,  in 
the  last  half  of  June  and  beginning  of 
July,  between  the  united  flower-tufts  of 
Bryonia  dioica,  where  it  feeds  especially 
on  the  unripe  (and  then  very  small) 
berries,  so  that  only  their  outer  shell  is 
left.  When  about  to  undergo  its  meta- 
morphosis it  contracts  in  length  and  be- 
comes brownish  on  the  back.  It  then 
leaves  its  abode  and  constructs  a rather 
attenuated,  thin,  paper-like,  whitish  co- 
coon between  leaves,  partially  attached 
to  the  stem,  or  to  hark,  &c.  In  general 
the  larva  hybernates  and  is  difficult  to 
rear:  the  perfect  insect  appears  in  the 
May  of  the  following  year;  but  once  I 
bred  a moth  the  same  year,  at  the  end  of 
-4ugust.” 

I trust  the  above  notice  will  enable 
some  of  the  English  entomologists  to 
breed  this  beautiful  species.  — H.  T. 
Stainton. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange.— 1 have  been  spending  a 
few  days  in  Chorley  this  week,  and  I 
have  taken  sixty-six  specimens  of  Gor- 
tyna  Flavago,  which  1 shall  be  glad  to 
exchange  for 

Arctia  Villica, 

Agriopis  Apriliua, 

Thyatira  Batis. 
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Gortyna  Flavago  is  in  the  pupa  state. 
Either  pups  or  imagos  of  A.  Aprilina 
will  be  acceptable.  — Thomas  West, 
3,  Taylor  Street,  Openshaw,  near  Man- 
ckealer. 

Exchange. — T have  pupte  of  Amphydasis 
Prodromaria.  Those  in  want  of  them 
will  please  write  and  say  what  they  have 
to  offer  in  exchange.  — W.  Talbot, 
Crystal  Place,  Wakefield;  Sept.  9. 

List  of  Duplicates. — I have  the  fol- 
lowing insects  to  offer  for  exchange: — 
Coenonympha  Davus, 

Argynnis  Selene, 

NotoJonta  Ziczac, 

Clisiocampa  Neustria, 

Cymatophora  Flavicornis, 

Acrouycta  Menyanthidis, 

Nonagria  Typhae, 

Hydraecia  Petasitis, 

Xanthia  Cerago, 

Plusia  Bractea, 

...  Festiicce, 

Carsia  Iinbutata, 

Macaria  Notala, 

Hypeiia  Crassulis, 

Parties  had  better  write  first,  enclosing 
list  of  duplicates.  As  all  the  above  are 
in  good  condition,  none  but  good  speci- 
mens will  be  acceptable.— John  Smith, 
5,  Pond  Place,  Pond  Street,  Hulme ; 
September  4. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
TINEINA. 


On  a probable  new  Cosmopteryx. 

I called  attention,  in  June  last  (Intel. 
No.  193,  p.  83)  to  a probable  new  spe- 
cies of  the  genus  Cosmopteryx,  which 
Herr  Hofmann,  of  Katisbon,  had  bred 
from  a larva  which  mined  the  leaves  of 
a grass,  Ilierochloc  Australis.  This  larva 
I had  received  from  Herr  Hofmanu  in 
August  of  the  previous  year,  but  had 


then  mistaken  it  for  an  Elachista,  and 
I thus  noticed  it  among  the  Enigmas  in 
the  ‘ Annual’  for  1860,  p.  152: — 

“ 80.  An  Elachista  larva  collected 
by  Herr  Hofmann  at  Ratisbon  early  in 
October  [this  is  an  error,  it  should  have 
been  in  AugusC]  ; it  mines  the  leaves  of 
Hierochloe  Australis,  making  straight, 
rather  narrow  mines,  but  eventually 
several  side  by  side,  so  as  to  occupy 
nearly  the  whole  width  of  the  leaf;  the 
mine  is  perfectly  clean,  the  excrement 
being  excluded  through  a hole  in  the 
cuticle." 

This  last-named  character  is  very  im- 
portant, as  therein  the  habit  differs  from 
that  of  an  Elachista  larva,  none  of 
which,  so  far  as  I can  remember,  eject 
any  of  their  excrement.  A grass  leaf 
mined  by  a Lepidopterous  larva,  but 
containing  no  excrement  within  the 
mine,  would  therefore  be  indicative  of  a 
Cosmopteryx.  The  personal  appearance 
of  the  Hierochloe  larva  showed  nothing 
unusual;  the  larva  was  yellowish  green, 
with  the  dorsal  vessel  greener,  and  with 
the  head  and  second  segment  black. 

Immediately  on  the  appearance  of  the 
notice  iu  the  ‘ Intelligencer’ of  June  16th, 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown  forwarded  to  me  for 
inspection  a Cosmopteryx,  with  which 
I had  been  much  struck  when  looking 
through  his  collection  at  Cambridge  two 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Brown  wrote  as  follows: — 

“ 13,  King's  Parade,  Cambridge, 
June  19,  1860. 

“ Dear  Sir, — The  mention  of  PJximia, 
in  last  week’s  ‘ Intelligencer’  has  re- 
minded me  of  an  insect  I took  some  time 
ago  in  our  fen.  I have  been  told  that 
it  is  Eximia,  and  that  the  larva  feeds  on 
hops;  but  there  were  no  hops  within  a 
mile  of  the  open  fen  where  I took  it, 
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and  I enclose  it  for  your  inspection,  and 
shall  be  glad  of  your  opinion. 

“ Yours  truly, 

“Thojias  Brown.” 

Now,  as  I have  not  yet  seen  the  species 
which  Herr  Hofmann  has  bred,  I am 
unable  to  say  whether  Mr.  Brown’s  in- 
sect is  identical  with  the  Ratisbon 
novelty ; Init  one  can  see  at  a glance 
that  Mr.  Brown’s  specimen  does  not  be- 
long to  the  hop-feeding  Eximia,  the 
entire  base  of  the  anterior  wings  being 
brassy.  In  Eximia  the  base  of  the 
anterior  wings  is  black,  followed  by  an 
oblique  silvery  fascia. 

It  so  bapj)ens  that  the  numerous  spe- 
cies of  the  genus  Cosmopteryx  (a  genus 
which  seems  to  occur  in  all  parts  of  the 
globe)  are  so  extremely  alike,  that  to  a 
cursory  observer  they  appear  almost 
identical,  and  it  is  only  by  a close 
scrutiny  and  a careful  comparison  of  the 
1 habits  of  the  larvcE  that  the  species  can 
' be  satisfactorily  separated. 

One  difficulty  which  presented  itself 
to  my  mind  was  that  the  Ratisbon  insect 
fed  on  a grass  which  does  not  occur 
here;  we  have  one  species  of  Hierochloe. 
— namely,  borealis, — but  its  localities  are 
very  restricted,  and  it  does  not  occur  in 
the  fens:  had  Herr  Hofmann’s  insect  fed 
upon  any  of  the  common  fen  grasses  there 
would  have  been  strong  grounds  for  con- 
cluding that  Mr.  Brown’s  Cambridge 
'Specimen  was  the  same  species. 

In  the  past  week  an  important  addi- 
tion has  been  made  to  our  knowledge. 
(On  the  31si  of  August,  this  year,  I re- 
ceived from  Herr  Hofmann  a further 
supply  of  the  larvtE  of  the  Cosmopteryx 
of  the  Hierochloe ; these  fed  well,  but 
having  only  a limited  supply  of  that 
.grass,  it  was  soon  all  devoured,  and  then 
he  larva;  came  out  of  their  mines  and 


crawled  about  the  glass-tube  in  a dis- 
consolate manner,  wh'ch  was  quite  pain- 
ful to  witness.  Would  they  eat  any 
other  kind  of  grass?  was  the  idea  that 
occurred  to  me.  The  genus  Hierochloe 
is  placed  by  Babington  between  Anthox- 
anthum  and  Phleum;  would  either  of 
these  grasses  suit  the  hungry  larvae? 
but  then,  how  to  recognise  them  when 
not  in  flower?  Here  was  a dilemma  ! 

Whilst  fnll  of  this  difliculty  I went 
along  the  banks  of  the  Ravensbourne  in 
search  of  the  yet-to-be-found  larva  of 
Stalhmopoda  pedella,  and  as  my  eye  fell 
on  a plant  of  Arundo  Phragmites  (the 
Common  Reed),  it  occurred  to  me  to 
offer  it  to  the  larva;  which  had  been 
feeding  on  the  Hierochloe.  I did  so, 
and  twenty-four  hours  afterwards  I had 
the  supreme  gratification  of  seeing  four 
larvffi  busily  mining  in  the  leaves  of  the 
reed,  evidently  finding  it  quite  to  their 
taste.  Hence  I entertain  little  doubt 
that  if  our  fen  collectors  will  search  the 
reeds  well  for  an  Elachista-YAe.  mine, 
from  w'hich  all  the  excrement  is  care- 
fully excluded,  they  will  be  able  to 
add  a very  pretty  Cosmopteryx  to  our 
collections. 

H.  T.  Stainton. 

September  9,  1860. 


JUDICIAL  COMMITTEE. 
C U I BONO? 


To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “ H.  B.,”  in 
the  last  number  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer,’ 
intimates  that  there  seems  to  him  a great 
want  of  an  authority  that  could  deter- 
mine what  novelties  should  remain  per- 
manent in  the  British  lists  of  Lepi- 
doptcra. 
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The  writer  proposes,  in  his  third  para- 
graph, a standing  “ J udicial  Committee  ” 
formed  of  .Members  of  the  Entomological 
Society,  and  who  should  be  a recognized 
authority.  Such  a body  would  no  doubt 
render  service  to  the  cause  of  entomo- 
logical truth,  but  I much  regret  that 
such  an  institution  is  felt  to  be  desirable. 

With  respect,  more  particularly,  to  the 
remarks  concerning  the  new  Sesia ; if 
those  remarks  be  correct, — viz.  “ There 
are  many  who  altogether  doubt  the  cap- 
ture,"— I should  certainly  not  institute 
an  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
vincing them  that  this  species,  Sesia 
Philantkiformis,  is  a bond  Jide  British 
capture ; for  if  the  testimony  that  is 
already  before  the  public  be  not  sufficient 
then,  indeed,  I do  not  know  what  is 
required:  Dr.  Battersby  says  that  his 
son  was  with  King  when  the  latter  cap- 
tured the  species.  Why  this  statement 
would  have  satisfied  the  “Judicial  Com- 
mittee.” 

I .should  not  have  written  now, — and 
I wish  no  one  to  imagine  that  I do  so 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  this  species  to 
be  British, — but  for  the  purpose  more 
particularly  of  putting  in  my  claim  as 
the  discoverer  of  the  species  as  English. 
I captured  a female  specimen,  in  good 
condition,  at  the  beginning  of  June,  this 
year,  and  the  cause  of  delay  in  making 
my  capture  known  ere  this  was  owing  to 
illness  and  a wish  to  identify  the  species, 
if  European;  this  last  idea  has  not  yet 
been  clearly  carried  out.  I took  my 
specimen  on  the  cliffs  at  Whitsand  Bay, 
Cornwall.  It  will  probably  occur  from 
Berry  Head  to  the  Land’s  End. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  J.  Reading. 

Plymouth, 

September  1 1 , I860. 


On  Saturday,  October  t^,wiU  be  published 

No.  209  (the  First  Number  of  a 

New  Volume)  of 

THE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S 

WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER, 

TRICE  ONE  PENNY. 

This  Winter  Volume  of  the  ‘ Intelli- 
gencer’ will  terminate  at  the  end  of 
March. 

Those  who  make  any  discoveries  or 
captures  of  importance  are  requested  to 
communicate  at  once  with  the  Editor 
(Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton). 

Those  who  wish  the  ‘ Intelligencer’  for- 
warded by  post  are  requested  to  transmit 
4s.  6d.  in  postage  stamps  to  E.  Newman, 
9,  Devonshire  Street,  Bishopsgate,  N.E., 
on  or  before  September  29. 

Will  be  published  every  Saturday, 
by  E.  Newman,  9,  Devonshire  Street, 
Bishopsgate,  and  by  W.  Kent  & Co., 
5 1 , 52,  Paternoster  Row ; and  may  be 
had  of  all  Booksellers  and  Newsmen. 

Notice. — Subscribers  are  respectfully 
informed  that  the  ‘ Intelligencer’  cannot 
be  posted  unless  their  subscriptions  be 
prepaid.  Each  subscriber  will  please  to 
consider  the  receipt  of  No.  209  an  ac- 
knowledgment that  his  subscription  has 
been  received.  When  more  copies  than 
one  are  posted  to  the  same  address  one 
penny  for  postage  only  is  required:  thus 
the  subscription  for  two  copies  is  (w.  9</., 
for  three  copies  9«.,  for  four  copies 
11s.  3d.,  and  so  on,  adding  2s.  3d.  for 
each  additional  copy  subscribed  for. 
Subscriptions  for  portions  of  a volume 
cannot  be  received  in  advance;  but  any 
published  number  or  numbers  will  be 
sent  to  order. — Edward  Newman. 


I’rinteil  unit  publiRlied  by  Edwakd  Nkwmak, 
I’rinter.of  No.!),  Devoiisliire Street,  IliBhops- 
gate  Without,  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middicse*.— Sulurdny,  Soi'tcinhcr  16,  ISfiO. 
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PIN. MAKING. 


“A  PIN  is  a small  bit  of  wire,  com- 
monly brass,  with  a point  at  one  end, 
and  a spherical  head  at  the  other.  In 
making  this  little  article  there  are  no 
less  than  fourteen  distinct  operations.” 
We  quote  the  above  from  Dr.  Ure’s 
‘ Dictionary  of  Arts,  Manufactures  and 
Mines,’  where  we  also  find  the  fol- 
lowing sentence: — “The  pin  manufac- 
ture is  one  of  the  greatest  prodigies  of 
the  division  of  labour;  it  furnishes 
12,000  articles  for  the  sum  of  three 
shillings,  which  have  required  the 
united  diligence  of  fourteen  skilful 
operatives.” 

In  like  manner  we  frequently  find 
that  it  takes  the  collective  observation 
of  several  entomologists  to  discover  the 
habits,  &c.,  of  one  larva.  One  finds 
the  larva,  another  discovers  its  food, 
and  a third  rears  it.  No  one  yet  has 
ever  found  the  larva  of  Butalis  incon- 
gruella  and  reared  it;  yet  we  now 
seem  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
larva  of  that  species,  and  to  know  all 
about  it.  If  our  readers  will  refer  to 
the  ‘Intelligencer,’  vol.  i.  p.  113,  they 
will  find,  towards  the  close  of  the 
leading  article  which  is  lieaded  “ Do 


you  double  up  your  perambulators  ? ” 
the  following  paragraph:  — 

“ An  unusual  number  of  discoveries 
have  been  made,  not  whilst  entomo- 
logists were  looking  for  insects,  but 
whilst  they  were  resting  discussing 
some  luncheon ; for  one  thing,  they 
then  remain  stationary  in  one  spot  for 
some  little  time ; but  we  fancy  the 
main  cause  of  discoveries  being  then 
made  is,  that  as  they  are  not  specially 
looking  on  any  plant,  any  moving 
thing  that  enters  their  field  of  view 
more  readily  attracts  attention.  Twice 
during  the  month  of  July  has  Pro- 
fessor Zeller,  on  such  occasions,  found 
a case-bearing  larva,  which  put  its 
head  out  indifferently  at  either  end  of 
its  case,  and  was  as  lively  and  tre- 
mulous as  a Gelechia  larva.  Can  any 
of  our  readers  find  such  a thing?” 

Mr.  Scott  has  answered  this  question 
in  the  affirmative,  by  finding  this  larva, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  month, 
on  a fence  at  Cannock  Chace.  But 
neither  Mr.  Scott  nor  Professor  Zeller 
had  the  most  remote  conception  of  the 
species,  or  even  genus,  to  which  these 
singular  larvee  belonged.  That  piece 
of  information  has  been  obtained  from 
other  quarters. 

In  the  first  place,  cases  precisely 
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similar  to  the  case  of  the  larva  noticed 
by  Professor  Zeller,  were  found  by 
Herr  Hofmann,  fastened  to  the  face 
of  a rock  near  Ratisbon.  This  modern 
Perseus  rescued  the  new  Andromeda 
from  her  captivity,  and  was  rewarded 
by  breeding  a crippled  specimen  of 
Butalis  incongruella.  As  this  species 
occurs  rather  freely  near  Scarborough, 
Mr.  Wilkinson  exerted  himself  to  ob- 
tain the  larva,  and,  in  default  of  other 
means,  he  obtained  fertilized  eggs,  and 
bred  the  larvae  from  them,  but  ap- 
parently these  home-bred  larvae  did  not 
construct  the  normal  case  of  the  species, 
and  the  last  missing  link  in  the  chain 
of  evidence  has  now  been  supplied  by 
Mr.  Scott,  whose  specimens  now  appear 
to  be  all  made  fast  for  the  winter,  and 
will,  we  trust,  next  year  furnish  us 
with  the  perfect  insects. 

The  case  of  this  larva  is  perfectly 
unique,  and  the  larva  itself  is  quite 
as  singular ; the  perfect  insect  was  so 
discordant  from  everything  else  that 
we  gave  it  the  specific  name  of  In- 
congriiella,  and  no  doubt  eventually  a 
new  generic  name  will  have  to  be 
created  for  it.  It  is  important  to  bear 
in  mind  that  the  specific  name  was 
given  to  the  perfect  insect  long  before 
the  larva  was  discovered,  and  that  it 
had  therefore  no  reference  to  any  sup- 
posed incongruity  in  a larva  being  found 
by  an  entomologist  whilst  lunching. 
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Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9 Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch  ; 
A.  W.  Huckett,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham;  C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.John’s 
Wood. 

At  Beverley,  of  John  Ward,  News 
Agent,  &c.  ‘ Recorder’  Office. 

At  Birmingham,  of  Robert  Burns,  (53 
Edmond  Street. 

At  Brighton,  of  John  Taylor,  News 
Agent,  &c.  86  North  Lane. 

At  Cheltenham,  of  C.  Andrew,  129 
High  Street. 

At  Darlington,  of  M.  Simonson,  News 
Agent,  Bondgate. 

At  Hemel  Hempstead,  of  H.  Salter, 
Bookseller,  &c.  High  Street. 

At  Huddersfield,  of  J.  E.  Wheatley 
and  Co.,  Booksellers,  18  New  Street. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames,  of  W . Brydeii , 
Bookseller,  See.  Apple  Market. 

At  Leeds,  of  J.  Fox,  Bookseller,  Sec. 
Boundary  Terrace,  Burley  Road. 

At  Maidstone,  of  Messrs.  Nicholsons, 
Brothers,  Printers,  &c.  31  Mill  St. 

At  Middleton,  of  John  Fielding,  Book- 
seller, Wood  Street. 

At  Oldham,  of  John  Holt,  Bookseller, 
(5  George  Street. 

At  Rotherham,  of  II.  Carr,  Bookseller, 
Bridge  Street 

.At  Sbefiield,  of  C.  K.  Jarvis,  News 
Agent,  Post  Office,  Barker’s  Pool. 

At  Worcester, of  G . Morgan,  Bookseller 
and  News  Agent,  Little  Angel  St.; 
and  of  J.  Pegg,  Bookseller  and  News 
Agent,  20  Mealcheapen  Street. 

At  York,  of  Robert  Sunter,  23  Stonc- 
gate. 

Country  Newsvenders  who  have 
this  paj'er  on  sale  arc  requested  to  scud 
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us  theirnames  and  addresses  to  be  added 
to  tlie  above  list. 


All  communications  to  he  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Stainton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S. E . No  notice 
will  be  taken  of  anonymous  oommunica- 
iions. 


Exchange.— The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  wheu 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “ Exchange.” 


Erratum  in  No.  205. — Page  183, 
line  16,  for  Violellus  read  Fasciellus. 
The  larva  of  Violellus  is  already  known, 
having  been  discovered  by  Herr  Hof- 
mann on  Gentiana  Pneumonanthe. 


CAPTURES. 


LePIDOI’TERA. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — On  the  15th  of 
this  month  some  children  brought  me  a 
fine  specimen,  much  damaged,  of  the 
above.  — Samuel  E.  Neave,  Fording- 
bridye,  Hants. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — I have  taken  two 
females  of  S,  Convolvuli ; one  on  the 
24lh  of  August,  at  rest  on  a door ; and 
another  on  the  13th  of  September,  in  a 
conservatory,  into  which  the  Petunias 
had  attracted  it.  — E.  C.  Kingston, 
Brantinyhain,  Brough  ; Sept.  17. 


Acronycta  Alni. — On  the  29th  of 
August  I found  a full-fed  larva  of  this 
species,  feeding  on  the  Medlar.- — Ibid. 

Oporabia  Filigrammaria. — The  other 
day  I went  to  the  moors  of  East  Cum- 
berland to  see  what  they  would  produce, 
and  I and  a friend  (who  was  no  ento- 
mologist) each  took  a specimen  of  Opo- 
rabia Filigrammaria.  I must  confess 
that  when  I got  to  my  hunting-ground 
I was  much  disappointed  to  find  the 
heath  so  short  and  stunted.  — Thomas 
H ODGKiNSON,  3,  Princess  Street,  London 
Road,  Carlisle ; Sept.  11. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Butalis  Knochella  bred. — Herr  Schmid 
writes  me  word  that  the  Butalis  larva  on 
Cerastium  arvense  (see  Intel.  No.  197, 
p.  118)  has  produced  B.  Knochella. — 
H.  T.  Stainton;  Sept.  15. 

The  new  British  Cosmopteryx. — Last 
summer  Mr.Furren  spent  some  time  in  the 
New  Forest,  and  published  a list  of  his 
captures  of  Tineina  there,  in  the  ‘ Intelli- 
gencer’ of  August  13,  1859  (No.  150, 
p.  157).  Near  the  eud  of  that  notice  our 
readers  will  observe  the  following  para- 
graph 

“Cosmopteryx  Drurella.  Two  among 
bramble;  no  hops  within  a great  dis- 
tance.” 

Mr.  Farren  having  lately  entertained  sus- 
picions as  to  the  genuineness  of  these 
specimens  as  tiie  true  hop-feeding  Exi- 
mia,  has  sent  them  to  me  for  examina- 
tion, and  1 have  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing them  identical  with  iMr.  Brown’s 
new  species,  and  quite  distinct  from 
Eximia. — Imo;  Sept.VT. 

Yarrow  Gall-Gnat  (Cecidomyia  Achil- 
leifi?). — 1 drew  attention  last  month  to 
the  galled  heads  of  the  sneezewort 
{Achillea  Ptarmica),  the  work  of  a tiny 
dipteron,  which  pierces  the  flower-heads 
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in  iheir  earliest  formation,  and  makes  of 
them  a receptacle  for  its  offspring.  The 
common  yarrow  (A.  millefolium)  also 
gives  evidence  of  being  made  subservient 
to  the  same  end.  In  the  last-named 
plant,  however,  the  galls  are  clustered 
immediately  above  the  root,  and  as  each 
gall  opens  to  give  exit  to  its  tenant  it 
has  something  of  the  aspect  of  a floret  of 
the  wild  Wood  Daphne.  The  nidus 
that  contains  the  gnat  has  a dense 
internal  coating  ol  downy  fibres,  in  which 
the  pupa  nestles  till  it  emerges  into  the 
perfect  insect.  This  Cecidomyia  has  a 
very  close  resemblance  to  the  one  I 
hatched  from  A.  Ptarmica ; its  habits 
and  economy  would  appear  to  be  similar. 
— Pkter  Inchbald,  Slorlhes  Hall,  near 
Huddersfield  ; Sept.  12. 

Cecidomyia  Chamcedrys.  — Who  does 
not  know  and  love  the  Germander  Speed- 
well {Veronica  Chamtedrys),  whose  bright 
blue  flowers  grace  our  hedge-banks  and 
green  lanes  in  the  sj)ring  of  the  year? 
But  see  it  in  the  autumn,  and  you 
will  hardly  recognise  your  quon- 
dam favourite.  Tufts  of  woolly  leaves 
take  the  place  of  flowers  at  the  end  of 
the  shoots,  and,  though  not  unsightly, 
they  give  a singular  appearance  to  the 
plant.  These  are  the  work  of  gall-gnats, 
and  each  tuft  is  the  home  of  several  indi- 
viduals, who  pass  therein  the  earlier 
stages  of  existence,  the  Speedwell  thus 
offering  both  food  and  shelter  to  the 
colony.  The  two  leaves  that  form  the 
tufts  gradually  thicken,  and  are  clothed 
with  dense  pile.  Meanwhile  the  top  of 
the  shoot  has  been  consumed  by  the 
young  grubs,  and  they  have  already 
assumed  their  pupal  garments.  These 
gnats  differ  from  some  others  of  the 
family,  inasmuch  as  they  exhibit  distinct 
cocoons — a circumstance  probably  owing 
to  the  looser  and  less  ])rotective  nature  of 
their  habitation.  They  arc  the  smallest 
of  tlie  Gccidom)i;e  that  have  as  yet  come 
under  my  notice.  'I'hc  abdomen,  as  with 
certain  others,  is  reddisi),  the  annulatioiis 


being  darker  on  the  upper  side,  and  the 
thorax  has  a dark  blotch  on  its  surface. 
The  antennae  are  hairy  and  monililorm. — 
luiD  ; Sept.  14. 


EXCHANGE. 


Theda  Betulcs.—  l have  du)dicates  of 
this  species  to  exchange  for  the  following, 
numbered  in  accordance  with  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  ‘Manual’; — 4,  9,  24,  28, 
35,  44,  47,  48,  52,  53,  62,  63.  I have 
duplicates  of  10,  15,  18,  36,  37,  41,  72, 
106, 137, 146,  147,  173,623,  to  exchange 
for  5,  31, 43,  45,  55,  57,66,68  to  71,75, 
86,  87  to  102,  108  to  122,  148,  160,  206 
to  212.  Please  write  before  sending 
boxes. — 'I'homas  Baynes,  Joiner,  Ulver- 
ston,  Lancashire ; Sept.  15. 

Exchange. — I have  the  following  du-. 
plicates,  numbered  as  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  ‘ Manual’:  — 18,  58,  60,  66,  78, 
354,  357,  which  T shall  be  glad  to  ex- 
change for  other  species.  Please  write 
first,  stating  ofl'ers. — R.  E.  Kin<jston, 
lirantinyhain,  Brough,  East  York. 


CIUTICAL  015SERVATIONS  ON  SOME 
OF  THE  SPECIES  OF  THE  GENUS 
COSMOPTEKYX. 

BY  U.  r.  STAI.VTON. 

In  the  year  1775  Fabricius  described, 
in  his  ‘ Systema  Entomologim,’  a Tinea 
Drnrella ; he  desciibes  the  antennte  as 
“elongate,  black,  with  the  apex  white;” 
“the  head,  thorax  and  base  of  the  wings 
silvery  brown  the  latter  “ posteriorly 
with  a broad  golden  fascia,  which  is  ter- 
minated on  each  side  by  a more  brilliant 
silvery  streak.”  This  desciiption  was 
repeated  in  the  ‘ Entomologia  Syste- 
matica,’ and  was  quoted  by  Villcrs,  iu 
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liis  ‘ EjitoniologiiB  Faunoe  Suecic®  de- 
scriptionibus  auctii;’  but  from  that  time 
it  was  lost  sight  of  till  Professor  Zeller, 
ill  1850,  again  brought  it  to  light. 

About  the  year  1816  Hiibuer  figured 
a Tinea  Zieylerella,  which  clearly  refers 
to  some  species  of  the  genus  Cosmopleri/x, 
but  no  reference  to  this  figure  occurs  till 
the  ‘ Isis’  of  1839. 

In  1829  Haworth,  in  his  ‘ Lepidoptera 
Brilaunica,’  described  a Gracillaria  ex- 
imia,  clearly  a species  of  Cosmopteryx, 
but  difficult  to  recognise  with  certainty 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  one  species 
has  continnously  done  duty  in  our  col- 
lections, from  the  time  of  Haworth  to 
the  present  day,  as  the  Eximia  of 
Haworth. 

Haworth  describes  his  insect  as  having 
the  base  of  the  anterior  wings,  “ with  a 
broad  changeable  fascia,  now  gold,  now 
black,”  which  accords  with  no  known 
species  of  the  genus.  The  apical  streak 
he  describes  as  going  from  the  inner 
margin  “ usque  ad  apicem,”  which,  if 
rigorously  interpreted,  would  imply  an 
uninterrupted  streak. 

Stephens,  in  his  ‘ Illustrations,’  gives 
a description  of  a Glyphipteryx  eximia, 
remarking  that  “this  description  is  drawn 
up  from  ‘Lepidoptera  Britaunica,’  with 
slight  alterations  to  agree  with  the  only 
. known  specimens.”  He  remarks,  “ I 
have  seen  two  examples  only  of  this 
truly  beautiful  species;  one  of  them  was 
in  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  Haworth, 
and  was  taken  near  London  ; the  other 
is  in  my  own  cabinet,  having  taken  it  in 
July,  1827,  in  Holme  Wood  Lane,  near 
llipley.” 

Up  to  this  time,  1834,  two  British 
specimens,  the  deseriptions  of  Hawoith 
and  Stephens,  Hubner’s  figure  of  Ziey- 
lerella, and  the  Fabrician  description  of 
Drurella,  was  the  sum  total  of  what 


was  known  of  the  present  genus  Cos- 
mopteryx ! ! 

In  1839  Zeller  observed,  in  the  ‘ Isis,’ 
p.  210,  of  Zieylerella,  Hiibner,  “ I took 
six  specimens  of  this  wonderfully  beauti- 
ful species  (very  badly  represented  by 
Hiibner)  at  Spitzberg,  in  Juue,  in  the 
evening,  amongst  raspberry  bushes.” 

In  1844  Eversmann  published  his 
‘Fauna  Lepidopterologica  Volga-Ural- 
ensis,’  in  which  we  find  (p.  596)  an 
CEcophora  Zieylerella  ; he  refers  to 
Hubner’s  figure,  but  describes  the  an- 
terior wings  as  black,  with  the  extreme 
base  and  a basal  fascia  “ shining  brassy 
now  Hiibner  represents  the  extreme 
base  black ! 

During  all  this  time  no  one  seems  to 
have  had  the  most  remote  suspicion  that 
there  were  two  or  more  closely  allied  spe- 
cies of  Cosmopteryx,  and  hence  the  exist- 
ing descriptions  and  figures  are  so  un- 
satisfactory that  at  present  we  cannot 
decide  with  any  certainty  what  insects 
these  older  authors  really  had  before 
them.  But  in  the  ‘ Isis’  of  1846,  Zeller 
described  the  pretty  Lieniyiella,  and  in 
the  ‘ Entomologische  Zeiiung  ’ for  1850, 
he  described  minutely  Druryella  (the 
species  which  he  had  introduced  in  the 
‘ Isis  ’ of  1839  as  Zieylerella),  and  a new 
species,  Scribaiella,  which  had  occurred 
at  Vienna. 

The  character  of  his  Druryella  being 
“ anterior  wings  black,  with  the  base 
brassy,  an  orange  fascia  in  the  middle, 
edged  with  golden,  and  a bluish  silvery 
apical  line.” 

The  character  of  his  Scribaiella  being 
“ anterior  wings  brown,  with  leaden- 
coloured  streaks  at  the  base,  an  orange 
fascia  in  the  middle,  edged  with  golden, 
with  a golden  line  prolonged  to  tho 
apex.” 

Scribaiella  forms  a connecting  link 
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between  tbe  Druryella  group  and  Lienig- 
iella,  the  paler  ground-colour  brown  in- 
stead of  black,  and  tbe  longitudinal 
streaks  at  the  base,  causing  it  to  approxi- 
mate to  tbe  last-named  species. 

lu  1854  appeared  my  volume  of  tbe 
‘ Insecta  Britannica,’  in  which  two 
British  species  of  the  genus  are  described, 
Drurella  and  Lienigiella;  the  former  I 
then  believed  identical  with  Zeller’s 
Druryella,  described  in  the  ‘Zeituug’  of 
1850,  deeming  it  an  accidental  error 
that  he  had  described  the  base  as  brassy, 
lor  in  our  insect,  as  in  Hiibner’s  Zieg- 
Icrella,  the  base  is  black. 

The  characters  of  the  Drurella  of  the. 
‘ lusecta  Britannica,’  for  which  it  is  best 
now  to  retain  the  Haworthian  name  of 
Dxirnia,  are  as  follows: — 

“ Anterior  wings  black,  with  an  oblique 
silvery  fascia  near  the  base,  a broad 
orange  fascia  in  the  middle,  edged  with 
silvery  violet,  and  with  two  short  silvery 
streaks,  one  at  the  anal  angle  and  one 
at  the  extreme  apex.” 

In  1856  Frey  described  a new  species 
under  the  name  of  Schmidiella,  and  in 
remarking  wherein  it  difi’ered  from  Dru- 
ryella of  Zeller,  he  observed,  in  a note, 
that  theFabrician  wame  Drurella  might, 
on  account  of  the  insulficienl  description, 
be  applied  with  equal  correctuess  to 
several  species,  which  he  believed  had 
actually  been  done,  and  he  then  proceeds 
to  point  out  that  Staiutou’s  Drurella  was 
distinct  not  only  from  his  Schmidiella, 
but  from  Zeller’s  Druryella. 

The  essential  characters  oi Schmidiella 
are  “ anterior  wings  black,  the  base  itself 
black,  then  an  oblique  golden  or  brassy 
fascia,  an  orange  fascia  in  the  middle 
edged  with  golden,  and  with  an  im- 
interrufitcd  blucish  silvery  line  going  from 
the  anal  angle  to  the  extreme  apex.” 

This  continuous  line  occurs  in  Zeller’s 


Druryella,  but  not  in  the  British  Eximia, 
but  Schmidiella  differs  at  once  from 
Zeller’s  Druryella  in  not  having  the 
entire  base  of  the  wing  brassy. 

Hence  so  far  the  three  species  are 
easily  distinguished,  if  the  specimens  be 
in  good  condition. 

Herrich-Schaffer,  in  his  ‘ Schmetter- 
linge  von  Europa,’  figures  (999)  and  de- 
scribes a species  which  seems  to  agree 
with  our  Eximia;  but  he  adds  that  one 
specimen  from  Professor  Frey  differs  in 
having  the  apical  streak  continuous.  In 
this  he  correctly  points  to  the  character 
which  distinguishes  Frey’s  Schmidiella 
from  our  Eximia. 

The  larva  of  Eximia  mines  in  the 
leaves  of  the  hop  (Humulus  lupulus) ; 
frequently  there  are  many  larva  in  a 
single  leaf. 

The  larva  of  Schmidiella  mines  the 
leaves  of  Vicia  Sepium. 

The  larva  of  Zeller’s  Druryella  has  not 
yet,  I believe,  been  observed  ; in  the  Ent. 
Zeitung,  1850,  Zeller  remarks  (p.  19~) 
that  it  occurred  amongst  raspberry  and 
hop  bushes,  and  there  is  an  impression 
gone  abroad  that  it  (like  Eximia)  mines 
the  leaves  of  the  hop. 

If  we  tabulate  the  three  species  above- 
mentioned,  thus — 

Schmidiella.  Extreme  base  black, 
apical  streak  uninterrujited. 

Eximia.  Extreme  base  black,  apical 
streak  interrupted,  forming  two 
spots. 

Druryella,  Z.  Entire  base  brassy, 
apical  streak  uninterrupted. — 

we  see  at  once  that  wc  leave  space  for  a 
fourth  species,  with — 

Entire  base  brassy^  apical  streak  in- 
terrupted, forming  two  spots, 

which  arc  the  very  characters  of  the  in- 
sect which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Brown, 
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of  Cambridge,  in  the  fens  near  that 
town. 

M hether  these  are  also  the  characters 
of  the  insect  bred  by  Herr  Hofmann 
from  the  Hierochloe  I have  not  heard. 

One  point  in  the  habits  of  the  larv® 
oi Eximia  and  Schmidiella  is  interesting, 
— both  these  larvas  have  a trick  of  resting 
themselves  just  over  a rib  of  the  leaf,  in 
the  thiekness  of  which  they  are  thus 
well  concealed,  for  though  the  mine  it- 
self is  visible  enough  an  inexperienced 
collector  would  infallibly  pronounce  it 
empty,  from  this  astute  policy  of  the 
larva.  The  grass-mining  larva  has  not 
the  same  resource,  and  should  therefore 
be  far  more  easily  found. 

Space  will  not  permit  me  at  present 
to  refer  to  the  exotic  species  of  the 
genus,  but  I hope  to  revert  to  them  on 
an  early  day. 


THE  PROPOSAL  FOR  AN  ENTOMO- 
LOGICAL SOCIETY  AT  ISLINGTON. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘Intelligencer.' 

Sir, — Either  the  entomologists  of  Is- 
lington are  extremely  apathetic  or  I 
failed  to  make  myself  intelligible,  in  the 
letter  yon  were  so  good  as  to  insert  in 
your  number  of  the  8th  instant ; for,  as 
yet,  I have  but  one  enquiry  resulting 
from  it. 

May  I beg  the  indulgence  of  a small 
space  in  your  next  to  state  that  my  object 
is  to  obtain  the  names  of  those  gentlemen 
in  this  district  who  may  be  desirous  of 
uniting  to  form  a local  Society,  and  then 
to  call  a meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  it,  and  deciding  upon  the 
rules  for  working  it.  I have  all  the 
materials  ready  for  submitting  to  a 
meeting,  and,  what  is  more,  the  oppor- 


tunity of  obtaining,  at  a small  cost,  a 
room  at  a private  house,  used  as  a lecture- 
room,  which  I think  would  be  much  pre- 
ferable to  meeting  at  a public-house. 

Hoping  once  more  for  your  kind 
assistance  in  the  matter, 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  Mallett. 

5,  Duncan  Place, 

397,  City  Road,  E.C.;  NepL  14. 


ON  RECORDING  OBSERVATIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘ Intelligencer,' 

Sir,  — Will  you  permit  me  a short 
space  in  your  columns  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  entomologists 
to  the  importance  of  registering,  in  your 
journal  or  elsewhere,  the  effeets  of  this 
remarkable  season  upon  the  development 
of  insects?  The  particular  insects  not 
observed,  and  the  date  of  appearance  of 
those  whose  pupa-life  have  been  pro- 
longed would  be  interesting  facts  in  refe- 
rence to  different  entomological  localities. 

I have  not,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
seen  a single  specimen  of  Apatura  Iris 
or  of  Limenitis  Sibylla,  nor — up  to  the 
date  of  this  note  — a single  wasp.  I 
have  made  particular  enquiries  at  the 
shops  and  “ rock  ” stalls  in  this  town, 
and  the  answer  has  been  “ No  wasps.” 
Yours,  &c., 

C.  R.  Bree,  M.D. 

Colchester, 

September  15,  1860. 


British  Hemiptera. — Errors  in  the 
new  List.  — In  the  ‘List  of  British 
Hemiptera,’  just  published,  Lygus  uni- 
fasciatus  (p.  48)  is  erroneously  inserted 
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twice,  and  the  following  species  are 
accidentally  omitted : — 

Lygus  chorizans,  Fair, 

Cyllecoris  alieuus,  H.-Sch. 

...  annulatus,  Wolff. 

...  amhulans,  H.-Sch, 

— F.  Walker,  Grove,  Highgale ; Sept.  17. 


To  Entomologists. 


For  sale,  a cabinet,  veneered 

with  Walnut,  containing  Fourteen 
Drawers  (16  inches  by  14  inches),  corked, 
papered,  framed  and  glazed, and  enclosed 
by  door;  price  Five  Guineas.  Also  a 
number  of  smaller  Cabinets  (some  second 
hand)  for  Eggs,  Insects  and  Minerals, 
very  cheap.  Store  and  Collecting  Boxes. 
At  R.  Davy’s,  83,  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street. 

Goods  sent  to  all  parts  of  the 

country. 


Complete  in  Two  Voh.,fcp,  8vo,  cloth, 
price  10s., 

A MANUAL  of  BRITISH  BUT- 
TERFLIES and  MOTHS.  By 
H.  T.  Stainton. 

This  work  contains  descriptions  of 
nearly  2000  species,  interspersed  with 
observations  on  their  peculiarities  and 
times  of  appearance,  &c.,  and  is  illus- 
trated with  more  than  200  woodcuts. 

Loudon  : John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Price  3s.  6<L, 

The  world  of  insects; 

A Guide  to  its  Wonders.  By 
J.  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the  Ento- 
mological Society  of  London. 

London:  John  Van  Voorst,  1,  Pater- 
noster Row. 


Noiv  ready,  price  8d,, 

A LIST  OF  LEPIDOPTERA. 

Part  II.  Printed  on  one  side  only 
for  labelling  Cabinet.s.  Arranged  as  in 
the  ‘Manual  of  British  Butterflies  and 
Moths.’  By  11,  T.  Stainton. 

Van  Voorst,  Paternoster  Row. 


On  Saturday,  October  6,  will  be  published 

No.  209  (the  First  Number  of  a 

New  Volume)  of 

THE  ENTO.MOLOGIST'S 

WEEKLY  INTELLIGENCER, 

PRICE  ONE  PENNY. 

This  Winter  Volume  of  the  ‘ Intelli- 
gencer’ will  terminate  at  the  end  of 
March. 

Those  who  make  any  discoveries  or 
captures  of  importance  are  requested  to 
communicate  at  once  with  the  Editor 
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NOTES. 


Little  has  been  caught  this  season ; 
our  collections  have  not  been  much 
enriched,  but  have  we  not  made  a few 
observations  ? 

Many  of  our  readers  have  no  doubt 
made  some  valuable  observations,  and 
we  would  venture  to  suggest  that  they 
should,  before  the  impression  on  the 
mind  fades,  make  notes  of  all  these 
observations,  so  as  to  ensure  that  they 
shall  not  be  lost. 

The  last  few  numbers  of  this  journal 
have  clearly  shown  that,  in  spite  of 
cold  and  wet,  the  Micro-Lepidopterists 
have  not  been  idle,  and  we  cannot 
but  imagine  that  the  students  of  other 
orders  have  likewise  made  some  im- 
portant discoveries  of  facts  in  insect 
economy. 

The  period  of  the  year  is  now 
arriving  when  the  writing-desk  may 
be  put  to  good  entomological  uses, 
and  wc  trust  that  there  are  some 
whom  these  remarks  will  incite  to 
activity. 

Extracts  from  journals,  or  notes  of 
anything  like  series  of  observations. 


[Price  ItZ. 

will  be  most  acceptable;  as  a sample 
specially  of  the  kind  of  thing  we  like, 
we  would  refer  to  the  “ Observations 
on  Lepidopterous  Larvae,  by  Q,”  in 
the  seventh  volume  of  the  ‘ Intelli- 
gencer,’ 

Other  letters  of  the  alphabet  besides 
“Q”  (from  whom,  we  may  remark,  we 
should  be  glad  to  hear  again)  may  be 
equally  competent  to  write  notes  of 
their  observations,  and  we  should  be 
glad  to  see  that  there  was  something 
infectious  in  this  sort  of  note-making. 

The  naturalist  who  spends  hour  after 
hour  and  week  after  week  in  studying 
the  habits  of  insects,  and  yet  never 
publishes  for  the  use  of  others  any 
results  of.  what  he  has  observed,  is,  we 
regret  to  say,  wasting  much  of  his 
energies.  They  are  not  rendered  so 
profitable  as  they  might  be,  and  he 
fails  to  extract  the  utmost  use  out  of 
them. 

Had  Reaumur  and  De  Geer  acted 
in  the  same  way,  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  calculate  the  loss  which  Science 
would  have  sustained,  and  though  we 
may  not  all  be  capable  of  writing 
six  fat  quartos  of  notes,  still  we  might 
do  a trifle  in  that  way  occasionally. 

2 D 
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The  Entomologist’s  Weekly  Intel- 
LiGENCEK  may  be  obtained 
Wholesale  of  E.  Newman,  9*  Devon- 
shire Street,  Bishopsgate,  and  of 
W.  Kent  & Co.  51  & 52  Pater- 
noster Row. 

Retail  of  James  Gardner,  52  High 
Holborn;  H.  J.  Harding,  1 York 
Street,  Church  Street,  Shoreditch ; 
A.  W.  Huckelt,  3 East  Road,  City 
Road;  W.  Weatherley,  High  Street, 
Peckham  ; C.  J.  Cribb,  8 West- 
bourne  Grove,  Bayswater;  W.  Cull, 
34  Henry  Street  East,  St.  John’s 
Wood. 


All  communicalions  to  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  H.  T.  Statnton,  Mountsjield, 
Lewisham, near  London,  S.E.  No  notice 
will  he  taken  of  anonymous  communica- 
tions. 


Exchange. — The  charge  for  lists  of 
duplicates  and  desiderata  remains  as 
before — 

s.  d. 

Under  half  a column  ...  0 6 
Above  half  a column,  but 

under  half  a page  ...  1 0 

Above  half  a page,  but  under 

a page 2 0 

Correspondents  will  therefore  please  en- 
close stamps  for  these  amounts  when 
they  send  notices  which  belong  to  the 
heading  of  “Exchange.” 


Mr.  Stainton  will  be  “at  home” 
on  Wednesday  next,  October  3rd,  at 
C i>.  M.,  ns  usual. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Z.  A.,  Altuinoiiam.-- Please  read  the 
advertisement  in  No.  207,  on  the  last 
column  of  page  200:  no  alteration  can 


be  made  in  the  terms  there  clearly 
specified. 

W.  Green. — Next  week. 

S.  S.  N. — Coombe  Wood  is  situated 
between  Wimbledon  Common  and  King- 
ston, on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road: 
it  is  very  strictly  preserved,  and  to  go 
there  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  a permit. 
It  was  much  frequented  by  collectors 
forty  years  ago,  but  is  now  rarely  visited. 
Sibylla  and  Iris  have  long  since  gone 
further  from  London.  The  price  of  the 
‘Manual,’  complete,  is  ten  shillings. 

J.  S.,  Darlington. — No  money  has 
been  paid  in  advance. 


CAPTURES. 

LePIDOI’TERA. 

Sphinx  Convolvuli. — I beg  to  record 
the  capture  of  the  above  insect:  it  was 
taken  at  rest  in  an  old  summer-house. 
It  is  in  very  bad  condition,  but  bas  laid 
a few  eggs. — M.  Harrison,  Yarm,  York- 
shire ; September  22. 

Captures  near  Torquay. — On  Thurs- 
day my  brother  and  myself  started  for 
Babbicombe,  near  Torquay,  where  we 
arrived  about  8.30,  and,  having  unpacked 
and  discussed  some  eatables,  started  for 
our  huuting-ground  about  9.30.  A very 
high  wind  almost  deterred  us  from 
attempting  the  by-no-means-casy  descent 
of  the  cliffs,  but  having  done  so  we  were 
rewarded  by  the  speedy  capture  oiStilbia 
Anomala,  and,  shortlyj  afterwards,  of 
Heliophobus  Hispida.  We  captured  that 
night  three  specimens  of  II.  Hispida, 
four  of  N.  Anomala  andfone  of  Minna 
Fasciuncula.  S.  Anomala  has  a very 
(juick  darting  flight,  dashing  down  to 
the  light,  and  then  remaining  perfectly 
still,  making  it  nojeasyjmattcr  to  find. 
'I'hc  greater  jiart,  however,  of  our  cap- 
tures w ere  on  stems  of  grass.  On  Friday, 
just  as  we  started,  we  were  caught  in  a 
violent  hail-storm,  and  only  captured  one 
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specimen  of  H.  Hispida,  three  of  S, 
Anomala,  one  of  Agrotis  Puta  and  two 
of  Eubolia  Bipunctaria.  Saturday  was 
a beautiful  night,  and  amply  repaid  us 
for  our  former  bad  weather;  we  took 
eighteen  specimens  of  H.  Hispida,  nine 
of  S.  Anomala  (five  females),  three  of 
Anailis  Plagiata,  two  of  Eubolia  Bi- 
punctaria, one  of  Aspilales  Cilraria 
(in  perfect  order),  besides  others.  For 
the  first  time  we  look  the  female  of 
S.  Anomala ; she  is  almost  black  in  the 
fore  wing,  with  the  stigmata  greyish, 
surrounded  by  intense  black;  head  and 
thorax  like  the  male;  antennae  smaller 
than  the  male  and  black.  Monday  was 
a villainous  day, — nothing  but  rain, — as, 
however,  it  was  our  last  night,  we  deter- 
mined to  “ try  again,”  and  started  in 
pouring  rain : we  were  well  repaid  for 
our  “ pluck,”  for  it  cleared  about  nine 
o’clock,  and  we  had  a splendid  night: 
our  captures  were  as  follows: — twenty- 
five  specimens  of  H.  Hispida,  seven  of 
.S'.  Anomala,  one  of  Xanthia  CiLrago, 
one  of  an  unknown  Noctute,  six  oi  Anailis 
Plagiata,  besides  others.  H.  Hispida 
very  rarely  flies  to  light;  we  generally 
found  it  about  half-way  up  stems  of 
grass,  and  close  to  the  sea. — R.  B.  Reed, 
l‘2lh  Regiment,  Raglan  Barracks,  Devon- 
porl ; Sept.  20. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Sphinx  Ligustri  on  Holly. — It  may  be 
interesting  to  you  to  know  that  I found 
several  larvae  of  5".  Ligustri,  nearly  full 
fed,  on  the  common  holly  tree.  I was 
not  aware  that  the  larva  of  this  insect 
fed  on  any  other  trees  than  the  lilac, 
.mountain  ash,  and  the  privet  hedge. 
This  year  has  been  so  very  unfavourable 
for  entomologists  that  I am  afraid 
that  I can  send  you  no  notice  of  any 
captures  worthy  of  mention.  Indeed 
I have  not  been  out  enlomologizing 


many  times,  except  when  on  the  Con- 
tinent, where  the  weather  was  rather 
more  favourable,  but  still  wetter  than 
most  seasons.  Polyommatus  Arion  has 
been  taken  here  this  year,  but  not  so 
plentiful  as  last. — W.  H.  Comyn,  Wol- 
seley  Villa,  Cheltenham. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange. — I have  the  following  to 
exchange ; — 

Hipparchia  Semele, 

...  Tithonus, 

...  Hyperanthus, 

Polyommatus  J5gon, 

Coleophora  Saturatella, 
for  pup®  or  ova  of  the  under-men- 
tioned : — 

Papilio  Machaon, 

Pmcilocampa  Populi, 

Plerostoma  Palpina, 

Leiocampa  Dicttea, 

Peridea  Trepida, 

Drymonia  Dodonaea, 

...  Chaonia, 

Amphidasis  Prodromaria, 

...  Betularia, 

Psilura  .Monacha, 

Notodonta  Ziczac, 

...  Dromedarius, 

Selenia  111  unaria, 

or  any  other  not  quite  common  every- 
where. Those  not  hearing  from  me 
within  a week  will  please  to  conclude 
I am  not  in  want  of  their  duplicates. — 
Y.  DvE.u,Ravensbourne  Park,  Leivisham, 

S.E. 

Exchange. — I have  specimens  of  Poly- 
ommatus Arion,  Ncmeobius  Lucina  ami 
Orgyia  Gonostigma,  which  I shall  be  glad 
to  exchange  for  any  of  the  following  : — 
Polyommatus  Argiolus 
...  Aigon 

...  Artaxerxes 

Pamphila  Actajon 
Colias  Hyale 
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Limenitis  Sibylla 
Sphinx  Convolvuli 
Procris  Statices 
Antbrocera  Minos 
Acherontia  Atropos. 

Any  person  not  hearing  from  me  within 
the  space  of  six  days  must  conclude 
that  I am  supplied  with  what  they  offer. 
— T.  C.  Wilkinson,  Thurning  Rectory, 
near  Oundle,  Northamptonshire. 

Exchange. — I am  in  want  of  (Ecophora 
Lunaris  and  Ephestia  Pinguedinella,  and 
can  offer  the  following  in  exchange: — 
Eudorea  Graicella 
...  Crataegella 
Oncocera  Cardui 
Pempelia  Dilutella 
CEcophora  Flavimaculella 
Elachista  Zonariella 
Eupithecia  Constrictata. 

All  my  specimens  are  good,  and  no  others 
will  be  received.  Write  first. — J.  Sang, 
Darlington. 

Exchange. — I have  the  following  in- 
sects in  duplicate,  all  in  first-rate  pre- 
servation : — 

Papilio  Machaon  (bred) 

Leucophasia  Sinapis 
Thecla  Betulte  (bred) 

Polyomraatus  Arion 
Steropes  Paniscus 
Trochilium  Myopoeformis 

...  Culiciformis  (bred) 
Liparis  Monacha  (do.) 

...  Dispar  (do.) 

Orgyia  Coenosa  (do.) 

...  Fasceliua  (do.) 

Gastropacha  Querci folia  (do.) 
Zeuzera  iEsculi  (do.) 

Macrogaster  Arundinis 
Clostera  Recliisa  (bred) 

Acronycta  Strigosa 
Acosmetia  Caliginosa 
Agrotis  Pyrophila 
...  Lunigera 
Neuria  Saponaria) 

Anticlea  Bcrberaria  (bred) 

Pevonca  Shejiherdana  (do.) 


I am  in  want  of  the  following,  but  none 
hut  first-rale  specimens  will  be  of  use; — 

P.  ActEBon  N.  Sobrina 

T.  F orm  icai  fo  rme  S ubrosea 

IcbneumoniformeD.  Rubiginea 


L.  Asellus 
Testudo 
L.  Aureola 
Helveola 
Complana 
Muscerda 
Stramineola 
L.  Trifolii 
G.  ilieifolia 

S.  Fagi 

P.  Cassinea 
Nubeculosa 
C.  Curtula 
N.  Carmelita 
Dictaeoides 
Tritophus 
Chaonia 
Dodonara 
C.  Ridens 
A.  Alni 

L.  Straminea 
N.  Extrema 

Hellmanni 

M.  Flammca 
C.  Exigua 

M.  Expolita 
A.  RipoB 

Agathina 

Ashworthii 

T.  Subsequa 

N.  Ditrapezium 
Rhomboidea 


X.  Croceago 
T.  Retiisa 

A.  Tincta 
C.  Asteris 

Gnaphalii 
Absinthii 
H.  Peltigera 
Armigera 

B.  Notha 
E.  Lunaria 

Alniaria 

Tiliaria 

Erosaria 

Fuscantaria 

C.  Viduaria 
Glabraria 

B.  Abietaria 
T.  Consonaria 
M.  Cineraria 
P.  Fuliginaria 
P.  Smaragdaria 

Bajularia 
E.  Orbicularia 
A.  Strigilaria 
Degenaria 

C.  Rotundaria 
M.  Alternaria 
E.  Unifasciaria 
L.  Sexalata 

Viretaria 
S.  Rhamnata 


Any  one  wishing  to  exchange  will  please 
write  first. — W.  Fauken,  I,  Elm  Street, 
Cambridge. 


Second  Edition,  price  3s., 
^PHE  ENTOMOLOGIST’S  COM- 
i PANION.  By  H.T.  Stainton. 

“ For  tho.se  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  smaller  moths,  this  book  will  be  found 
of  great  use.’’ — Athenaum. 

Van  Voorst,  Paternoster  Row. 


INDEX 


LEADING  ARTICLES. 
Bores,  17 

British  Museum,  33 
Classification,  49 
Cold  summer,  169 
Coleophora,  137 
Eggs,  185 
Fens,  129 

Flora  of  Cambridgeshire,  1 13 

Grease,  25 

Impatience,  177 

Isle  of  Wight,  161 

Laws,  153 

Longevity,  145 

Micro  larvae,  65,  73 

Natural-History  prizes,  41 

Notes,  201 

Observations,  57 

Pin-making,  193 

Sallows,  I 

Segments,  81 

Spots,  97 

Stathmopoda,  121 

Testimonials,  9,  89 

The  British  M useum,  33 

The  cold  summer,  169 

The  fens,  129 

The  Isle  of  Wight,  161 

The  testimonial,  89 

Zoological  areas,  105 


ENTOMOLOGICAL  SOCIETIES. 

Haggerstone  Entomological  Society,  88 
Leeds  Naturalist  and  Entomological 
Society,  109 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

A Guide  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  161  (1.) 
Babington’s  Flora  of  Cambridgeshire, 
113,  129  (1.) 

Coleman’s  British  Butterflies,  38 
Linnaea  Entomologica,  86 
Merriu’s  Lepidopterist’s  Calendar,  31 


POETRY. 

Odi — Barnes,  111 
To  the  Elachistte,  23 


CAPTURES. 

INSECTS  SPECIALLY  NOTICED. 

Lepidoptera. 

Gonepteryx  Rhamni,  var.  Cleopatra,  l7l 
Anthocharis  Cardarnines,  43,  58 
Arge  Galalhea,  178 
Hipparchia  Semele,  187 
Grapta  C-album,  11,  35,  51 
Melitsca  Cinxia,  131 
Theda  Betulae,  187 
Polyommatus  Acis,  139 
...  Beetica,  82 
Acheroutia  Atropos,  35 
Sphinx  Convolvuli,  178,  195,  202 
Deilephila  Euphorbiae,  171 
Galii,  123,  171 

...  Livornica,  51,  58,  67,  123 
Sphecia  apiformis,  91 

— bembeciformis,  1 15 
Trochilium  culiciforme,  74 
...  formic®  forme,  115 

Hepialus  sylviuus,  171 
Zeuzera  ^Esculi,  I;i9 
Cossus  Ligniperda,  147 
Cerura  bicuspis,  51,  82,  91,  107 
Lophopteryx  Carmelita,  51 
Lithosia  Helveola,  187 
Callimorpha  Jacobsa,  2 
Gastropacha  Quercifolia,  107,  139 
...  ilieifolia,  19,  51 
Psyche  fusca,  43 
Limacodes  testudo,  115 
Cymatophora  flavicoruis,  2 
Acronycta  Alni,  82,  107,  195 
Leucauea  puirescens,  178 
Apamea  conne.xa,  171,  178 
...  opiiiogramma,  139 
Cirrluedia  Xerampeima,  187 
Erastiia  veiuistiila,  i'9,  107 
Ophiodes  luuuris,  91 


200  INDEX. 


Epione  vespertaria,  82 
...  advenaria,  91 
Selenia  illustraria,  51 
Nyssia  hispidaria,  2 
Amphidasis  prodromaria,  19 
Boarmia  roboraria,  139 
Boletobia  f’uliginaria,  3 
Acidalia  inoniata,  147 
Aleucis  pictaria,43 
Oporabia  bligrammaria,  195 
Byralis  coslalis,  115,  155 
Agroleva  neuioralis,  91 
Spilodes  palealis,  171 
Epbeslia  serairufa,  147 
Wyelois  pinguis,  131,  139 
Crambus  pinetellus,  171 
Obloephora  Quercana,  179 
Chrosis  Audouinana,  83 
Tinea  caprinsulgella,  147 
Adela  cuprella,  43,  58 
Hyponomeuta  vigiulipunctatus,  116,  179 
Gelecbia  funialella,  75 
...  mulinella,  51 
Harpella  Bracleella,  131 
Cotteopliora  olivaceella,  51 

...  alcyonipennella,  51 

...  eonspicuella,  07 

Staibmo])oda  pedelia,  123 
Elacliista  niagnilicella,  19 
Litbdcollelis  iiuinqueguttella,  123 
Cciniostonia  Wailesella,  123 
Bucculalrix  aurimaculella,  51 

Coleoplera. 

Carabns  arvensis,  100 
Badistcr  peltatus,  52 
Mycetopbagus  inultipunctatus,  180 
Cetonia  aurata,  07 
Guoriinus  nobilis,  132 
Elater  sanguinolenlus,  75 
Piinus  gennaiius,  43 
Cis  I'useatiis,  100 
llalloinenus  fuscu8,  179 
Kliyiicbiies  Betuleli,  115 
Bbyiicolus  truncoruin,  19 
Aroiiiia  inoscbala,  180 
Pbjedoii  fasluosa,  53 
Lycopevdina  Bovistic,  1 1 

Jlymenoptera. 

Sircx  Gigas,  179 

Ilitniplcm. 

Acanlliosoma  picta,  5 
Aneuris  hevis,  28 
Gydmis  bicolor,  44 
i’odops  iuuiiclus,  54 


A caution  to  those  in  search  of  Myelois 
Pinguis,  179 
A commencement,  140 
A day  on  the  Moss  in  June,  107 
A family  party,  53 
A gloomy  day’s  sport,  75 
A new  Trochilium,  139 
A night  on  the  Fells  in  April,  52 
Bag  collecting,  0 

Capture  of  a nest  of  hornets,  with  a spe- 
cimen of  Velleius  dilatatus,  188 
...  Lycopevdina  in  puff-balls,  11 

...  Bliyncolus  truncorum,  19 

Captures  at  Folksloue,  140 
...  Herne  Bay,  172 

...  Holme  Bush,  near  Brighton, 

27 

...  sugar,  115 

...  Taunton,  172 

Captures  in  Dorsetshire,  140 
...  North  Wales,  147 

...  Sherwood  Forest,  179 

...  South  Wales,  147 

...  the  Fens,  155 

...  the  Isle  of  Wight,  140 

...  the  past  month,  188 

Cajitures  near  Dumfries,  187 
...  Farnborougb,  28 

...  Mansfield,  155 

...  Noithainjiton,  179 

...  Hornsey,  147 

...  Bulhin,  99 

Sheffield,  140 
...  Southampton,  131 

...  Torquay,  203 

Captures  of  Coleoplera,  07,  110 
Caution  to  those  in  search  of  Myelois 
pinguis,  179 

Coleophora  larva:,  43,  07 
Coleoplera,  180 
Darenlh,  83,  110,  131 
Day  on  the  Moss  in  June,  107 
14iantheciae,  171 
Doings  at  the  sallows,  27 
Doings  at  the  sallows  near  Exeter,  27 
...  in  Devonshire,  19,20 
...  North  Britain,  103 

...  Wales,  141 

Easier  in  Flintshire,  30 
Eupilhecia:,  171 
Family  l>arty,  53 
Gloomy  day’s  sport,  75 
] laniincrsinilh,  53 
Heiniptera  from  the  Fens,  54 
Jiisl  of  insects  captured  and  bred  in 
1859,3 

New  Trochilium,  139,  147 
Night  ou  the  Fells  in  April,  52 
Night  rambles  in  search  of  Lcpidoptcru, 
35 

Notes  from  Deal,  123,  155 
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Peronere  at  West  Wickham,  171 
Pleasures  of  Fen-collecting,  99 
Pecent  captures,  o4 
...  doings,  172 

Singular,  considering  the  season,  171 
Strange  locality  for  Hypogymua  Dispar, 
187 

Sweeping,  100 
The  new  Sesia,  147 
Wimbledon,  53,  59 
Winter  captures,  11 


OBSERVATIONS. 

INSECTS  SPECIALLY  NOTICED. 

Lepidoptera. 

Nemeohius  Lucina,  75 
Theda  W-album,  124 
Procris  tenuicornis,  21 
Lithosia  aureola,  59,  68 
Spilosoma  Papyralia,  117 
Endromis  versicolor,  7 
Acontia  luctuosa,  101 
Acidalia  imitaria,  larva  of,  163 
inornata,  172 
Aleucis  pictaria,  7 
Eupithecia  innotata,  20 
...  subnotala,  188 

...  sobrinata,  75 

...  pumilata  double-brooded,  28 

Pyralis  coslalis,  124 

...  glaucinalis,  164,  173,  181 
Myelois  pinguis,  133 
Tortrix  viridana,  149 
Asthenia  coniferana,  larva  of,  76 
Carpocapsa  Reaumurana,  132 
...  splendana,  148 

...  Juliana,  to!. 

Phtheochroa  rugosana,  larva  of,  189 
Talaeporia  pseudo-bombycella,  44,  156 
Diplodorna  marginepunetella,  149,  156 
Adda  viridella,  101 
Nemotois  cupriacellus,  157 
...  Scabiosellus,  182 
Exteretia  Allisella,  118 
Depressaria  bipunctosa,  156 
Gelechia  Sircomella,  id. 

Butalis  Knochella  bred,  195 
Gracilaria  Pavoniella,  36 
Ooleophora  badiipennella,  larva  of,  76 
...  olivaeeella,  60 
...  bicolorella,  157 
...  Melilolella,  108,  156 

...  ardeaepennella,  133,  156 

...  palliatella,  188 

...  conspicndla,  164 

...  saluratella,  7,  60,  68 

...  annulalella,  156 

...  Artemisiella,  133 


Stathmopoda  Pedella,  118,  156 
Cosmopteryx  Druryella?  83 
Laverna  decorella,  156 
Elachista  magnificella,  157 
...  pallicomella,  37,  76 
...  paludum,  149 
Lithocolletis  Betulae,  36 
Bucculatrix  maritima,  164 
Nepticula  ulmivora,  92 
...  sericopeza,  37 
...  angulifasciella,  132 

Coleoptera. 
Piederus  littoralis,  37 
Lampyris  noctiluca,  48 
Rhynchiles  Betuleti,  64 

Hemiptera, 

Ranatra  Linearis,  37,  61,  69 
Diptera. 

Bibio  Marci,  77 
Bombylius  major,  12 
Cecidomyia  Charaaedrys,  196 


A chance  observation,  84 
A new  Butalis  larva,  118,  195 
...  Ooleophora,  149 
...  ...  larva,  189 

Another  Cosmopteryx,  150,  195 
A question  for  Hymenopterisls,  61,  77 
A remarkable  habit  in  Ooleophora  pal- 
liatella, 188 

Chance  observations,  84 
Correction  of  error,  76 
Curious  food  for  Eupithecia  sobrinata, 
75 

Cynips  of  the  Bedeguar,  69 
Depressaria  larvae,  92 
Enigma  No.  79,  157 
Enquiry  as  to  the  eggs  of  Nemeohius 
Lucina,  75 
Gall-gnats,  164 
Gall-insects,  150,195 
Glow-worm,  173 
Hints  to  bug-collectors,  76 
Hybridism,  75 
Hymenoptera  in  repose,  133 
...  V.  Diptera,  101 
lehneumoDS,  181 

Insects  bred  during  the  present  year,  21 
Larva  of  Fumea  carnivorous,  59 
...  Talaeporia  carnivorous,  44 
Long-lived  larva  of  Carpocapsa  splen- 
dana, 148 
Nepticulae  bred,  36 
New  Butalis  larva,  118,  195 
New  Coleophora,  149 

...  larva,  189 
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Notes  on  Eupitlieciae  larvae,  132 
Patience  and  perseverance  rewarded,  118 
Probable  hybrids,  141 
Question  for  Hymenopterists,  61, 77 
Kemarkable  habit  in  Coleophora  pal- 
liatella,  188 

Rose-galls  on  the  willow,  60 
Sugar  and  the  sallows,  22 
The  glow-worm,  173 
The  larva  of  Talaeporia  pseudo-bomby- 
cella  carnivorous,  44 
Tortrices  reared,  124 
Unknown  larvae,  173 
Yarrow  gall-gnat,  195 


EXCHANGE. 

INSECTS  SPECIALLY  NOTICED, 

Lepidoptera. 

Papilio  Machaon,  54 
Erebia  Blandina,  150,  173 
Theda  Betulae,  196 
Anthrocera  Lonicerae,  92 
Smeriuthus  ocellatus,  84 
Sphinx  Ligustri,  eggs  of,  1 19 
Trochilium  culicifonue,  109 
Cerura  vinula,  119 
Dasychira  pudibunda,  101 
Stilpnotia  Salicis,  125,  141 
Porthesia  Chrysorrhaea,  77 
Hypercompa  dominula,  pupae  of,  78 
Phragmatobia  fuliginosa,  134,  141 
Diaphora  mendica,  84 
Eriogaster  lanestris,  109,  119 
Clisiocampa  Castrensis,  119 
Saturuia  Pavonia-minor,  54,  84,  1 19 
Cymatophora  Duplaris,  181 
Hydraecia  Petasitis,  173 
Calocampa  exoleta,  28 
Erastiia  venustula,  109 
Selenia  illustraria,  165 
Bislon  hirtaria,  78 
Macaria  Nolata,  64 
Coleophora  badiipennclla,  92 
...  salurateila,  125 

Ilemiplera. 

Pyrrhocoris  caluiariensis,  44 
Dipier  a. 

Asilus  Crabrouiforinis,  164 


All  gone,  109 

British  Brachelytra,  79 

Brown-tail  larva;,  44 

Biitlerllics  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  12 

(Jolcopteru  offered  gratuitously,  102 


Duplicate  eggs,  44,  109 
...  larvae,  29,  78,  92 
...  specimens,  141,  164,  174 
Eggs  of  Macaria  Notata  wanted,  54 
Eggs,  pupae  or  cocoons  wanted,  109 
Exchange,  22,  37,  61,  62,  69,  70,  78, 
101, 109,119,  125,  134,  142,  150,  157, 
164, 165,  174,  181,  182,  189,  190,  196, 
203,  204 

Exchange  of  books,  134 
Exquisite  penmanship,  109 
Illustrations  of  mines,  <Scc.  wanted,  134 
Larvae  for  exehange,  29 
...  or  eggs  wauled,  93 
...  wanted,  92 
List  of  duplicates,  190 
Offer  of  larvae,  70 

Overwhelmed  with  applications,  173 
Stock  exhausted,  84 
Superfluous  larvae,  78 


MISCELLANEA,  COMMUNICATIONS, 

&c. 

Agassiz  on  species,  109 
A hoax,  54 

An  alphabeticiil  list  of  Lepidoptera,  14 
An  entomological  trial,  104 
A run  to  Epping  Forest,  142 
A search  for  a brother,  29 
A singular  hybrid,  47 
A slight  mistake,  95 
A strange  predicament,  165 
A suburban  garden  and  its  inhabitants, 
151 

Alphabetical  list  of  Lepidoptera,  114 
British  Hemiptera,  8 

...  errors  in  the  new 

list,  199 

Cheap  and  useful  breeding-cages,  96 
Critical  observations  on  some  of  the  spe- 
cies of  the  genus  Cosmopleryx,  196 
Curtfiiled  nomenclature,  39 
Descriptions  of  Nepliculte,  168 
Dr.  Herrich-SchaH'or’s  Critical  Remarks 
on  Wilkinson’s  ‘ British  Tortrices,’  65 
Entomological  trial,  104 
Entomology  in  America,  12,  46,  135, 
160 

Epping  Forest,  a run  to,  142 
Extensive  collection  of  European  and 
exotic  Lepidoptera  for  sale,  (>4 
Greenwich  Natural  History  Club,  135 
Hoax,  54 

Hyhernaling  larviB,  95 
Insect-tickets,  45 
.Judicial  committee,  191 
Labelling  insects,  8 
Leeds  Naturalists’  Society,  181 
Longevity  of  larva;,  175 
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Lost  property,  1 87 
Meeting  at  Reigate,  80 
Natural  History  of  the  Tineina,  23,  39, 
45,  55,  62,  70,  79,  93,  176,  182,  190 
New  Trocbilium,  151 
On  recording  observations,  199 
On  some  peculiar  forms  amongst  the 
Micro-Lepiclopterous  larvae,  125 
On  the  fertilization  of  British  Orchids 
by  insect  agency,  93,  102 
On  the  occurrence  of  spiders  and  their 
webs  in  coal-pits,  158 
On  the  occurrence  of  the  rarer  Sphin- 
gidae,  86 

Proposal  for  a judicial  committee,  183 
...  an  Entomological  Society  at 
Islington,  184,  199 
Search  for  a brother,  29 
Silene  nutans,  167 
Singular  hybrid,  47 
Slight  mistake,  95 
Specific  names,  15 
Strange  predicament,  165 
Suburban  garden  and  its  inhabitants, 
151 

The  forthcoming  work  on  the  British 
Hemiptera,  23 
The  new  Trochilium,  151 
The  proposal  for  an  Entomological  So- 
ciety at  Islington,  199 
The  weather  and  the  crops  (of  insects), 
166 

Tooting  for  insects,  165 
Trochilium,  the  new,  151 
Unknown  larvae,  62 

Weather  and  the  crops  (of  insects),  166 
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lished iVb. 209(tiie  First  Nomiier  of 
A New  Volume)  of 
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